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rURISTIAN SCIENCE. [

Chri=tian Solentiets letely bave ac-

quired votne uuenviable not-rlety on
appount of thelr fajlure Jo pumerous
cases of rickness to gilve the rellef ex-

pected from thelr pecufllar mode of
treatment. A  diupateh from Lor
Angeles the other day told of a wo-
man, who o ber oritical condition was
denied mefical ald by ber busband, &
{hristian Beientlet, sud who died not-
withslanding the faith exergised in
ber behsaif. This case and esveral ptbhers
obrought to the atientlou of the nublic
1s hkely to result in prosecution in the
eriminal courts,

The pecu'tar tenets
bave of late years nbtained nDu-
meroua followers and bsave been
muoob discussed Jn certuln  circles
in this cliy and Territory as well as in
other parts of the world, Thie is essily
expiained from the- fapot that the
Chobrietian reljgion as generally adve-
cated utterly falla to deal efficiently
with the present mneeds of mankinu.
Bralng ite clalmae on the events of the
dim past,it contents itaelf with bolding
cnt promises for a stlil more obscure
future, applylng no remedies to the
prerent with its eufferinge, rickness,
poverty, contentions, death. Christian
Bolence, es it {8 called, professes to
offer eome reiief at Jesst immediately
applicable to soul and body, clajming
tbat the power of an omnipotent
Creator 13 as availuble today nas
it was anclently for the wpiritosal
and physical wellbeing of His
childrep. No wonder, tbeu,. that
meny wbo koow of no befter way
nhonld leten to ite tesobings eagerly
and try to belleve evep when occasion-
ally met with disrppointment.

Chbristian rolentists have 2rasped the
vreat prineiple of truth that religion s
defectlve unless applicable to the
pressnt conditions of man ,and pro-
ductive of esome reliel from the con-
sequences of #in, hut in the application
of this prineiple, It eeems, they fall
moat rignally, because they preceed on
the presumption that the eXxercise of |
faith in iteelf, without regard to the
f:upndation on wbhich it rests, fa guf-
ticlent to counteract all evil influencea.
‘Thers are many Jnetances, and douh!-
jean will be many more, where the sick
and sflvled are bealed purely through
the exercise of their own inith and
tbat of anxious friemds. Thies result
je attalpned on true privciple, throuch
the medium of nommunlesticn be-
twesw man snd bis Maker, wk ich can-
not be disturbed by a third party, but
whioh, beosnuse of men’s actions, §s
not generally avaliable t2 them, In
this respect,as in all others,**the prayer
of the rigbteous avalleth much.” Bul
for any organlizatlon to exercise the
healing gift ae & power to reach all
cnoes, §t pourt be by authorization of
that soprems Being who cootrole
the operations of the bealing art by
spiritual forcee. To tbin class belong
wholly the beallngs and other miracles
recorded in the Beriptures; for this ex-
erplse uf the miraculous power includes
not only healing by faith and authori-
ty but thre controlling of evll spirite,
the quelling of the atorm, and the rajs-
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Ing of thedead when inthe providence |

of the A |mighty oocasion requires,
Clearly, faith, in order to be such a
pnwer, mmust rest in Divine authority

delegnted to him wbo exercises
it. What does faith avail wilh-
nut such authority? All genuine

miraples mmay be sasid 10 he munifesta.
tions of Divine power tbrougb the
agenpy of man scline In nhedleuce to
a higher command., The Red sea|
parted because the Linrd told Lerael to
advance; the walle of Jericho rell be
cause the people oheyed; slck people
were healed and dead were raleed, In
the Inatances recorded in the Bible, but
the primary cause was nol human
‘alth but the Divine power delegaied tno
men placing implioit fafth in God and
coneequently aoting ae directed by
Him, The Aposties of our Lor:
recelved Divine sutbority lo perform
miracles, The pewer was given &)
otbers who believeild and these works of
faith continued as long an the Church
remnained faithfulto Divine commandes,

T'he Cburch in this age again was
commissioned tov perlorm mighty
works, bDut when and where did

Christian Bolentisls receive a commis-
sion from Almighty God to heasl tbe
#lck by prayer and fajth? They may,
perbape, point to rome cases wWhere
sick have recovered, apparently as a
reault of their metbods but even if
that e admitted, the trutb- of their
“pclence’ is not thereby esiablisbed;
for such 1nwtaEces cleariy come under
the rule which bas been etnted here—
and even the Egypllan magicians
imitated Moses In mumeroue instancee.
In fact ant!-Christian ‘*miracles’’ are
regcorded in every age, when the true
Church bus been on the earth for the
benefit ¢f mankind.

A correspon‘leut of s mornlng paper,
ndvocaling the unreality of disvase,
aocording to the dootfine of the new
‘‘aolence’ avks what arguments may
be advanced, iaking tbe Bible ns &
vuide, for the reality of sickness. If
tbe writer fe familiar with the texte of
the Berlptures hearing on this subject,
be is aware nf tbe fact {bat the Bible

autbors with the sublime eimplicity

characterislic of their conceptions
sacribe all evili and paiticularly
diseasers to the Influence of evil

apirile or **demons,”’ in the sam~ way
a8 ibey acknowledge God to be the
wource of all tbut §s good. To them
evil s just am remi ns its opposite,
There ts a '*prince of darknese® ag
well as p *king?” and a **kingdom of
heaven,’* QOue s pot wmerely a
negation of the otber, hut they are
two opposing forcer, This Buripture
view Aeems to be is  per-
feot naccord with all authentie
sclentific discoverier, sinve thess have
undoubtedly established the Iact that
many diseases are due Lo tbhe presence
iG tbe buman system of destroctlve,
living forme just 88 real as any knhown
in the animal Kingdom. Coutd science
penetrale still furtber snd trace the
operatione nf the spirit forcea bevond
tbe boundary whers matter and epirit
meet, the probability is tbat the truth
would etand forth plain as day, that
the primary cause of diseace §s found In
the spiritual world and in demobpliacai
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influences. Jf this fact may be taken
for grapted, two coneluslons are jpgy.
ftabje: J'iret, that aDy “sclence?? that
treats disesve na somelhing wonres), 5
misdirected imaginution, is ng nclen.ce
but a delusion; secondly, that g Dep-
leat the ure of properremedies, Inelyy.
ing that faith which rests on Divipe
authority, is moet decidedly wron, It
attempts to operate with mind algpe
wholly ignoring the equally importgnt
part ol matter, or materis) exjstenge

To iHustrste: It one Uommuni(
through some evil intention gp th‘z
part of the inhabitants of another
sbonld be overrun by wild heasts Jgt
ioure a0 them to devastate and destroy
all o their path, It would he poor
**sc1ence’ 10 1each the atlacked parpjpg
lo eit #til] und exerofse their ssfuq;),
witbout worke. Commou sepre would
supgest to pelze the arme for defense
and the destruction of the prate, R
tomukedefensivaoperailons mogt effec-
tive it would also be necessary rop the
rulers ¢f the wronged community to
exerclee their suthority and the wuth gp.
ity of the ruprems power of the land §n
order to check the dolngs of en mity of
those who had ocaused the calamity
The simije in of course imperfeg;: hut-.
it shows to some extent the ’parta
that Chrletlan falth  80¢ med)ga)
solence in the comhbat
against diesase. There are Weapona
to be ueed againel tbe hosle invading
tbe humau eystem sod causing faverg
and otber disturhancer; those mygt phe
used. There is alno the Diviae autp or.
ity and power to be applied by fgiin
rebuking snd subdulng the evii upqrite
that, in the Bibiical view of the magtar
often are responsible for the aitagyka pt
the dizeases. But to sltempt tp pga
thir autbotity witbout really baving it
fs Ioeauity, and dangerous tpp, Once
it was tried with’' the result gpha, the
pretendera were O0vercome by the
dernons and bad to flee naked gapg
wounded, {Acls xix, 18.) -

It would be well for the advocates of
Churistian Holence to remembper that
even the individusa] faith whish begjy
does not exolude the bee jp casen
of elckness of remedies knowp yg e
heneficial. Thus Paul, as g well
known, does not besitate tu advige
Timotheus to uee a xlld slimyjang on
account vf a certalvy Infirmity, Ty ge-
nounce the Use of well tried remedjes
is not ap evidence of fuith, butof rapgt.
lofem. A# loong #8 thile 18 ¢onflped
wlilbin reasonable boundaries where it
ocan dv Do mauterial barm, s existenge
can be tolerated, but If it be oarried ap
far as to result in the loss of lite npy
the wrecking of tamilies, it ig propurly
denounced as dangeroue. Mauy of the
Chrirtian Beientiais are bonest |n their
behef and worthy of the respect of thejr
fellow-men; these ebould re.exumine
the grounde on wbhich their hellef §s
based and seek to obiain more light on
a sulbject that 1s admitted to be of great
{mportance In practical religion,
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THE CUBAN REBELLION.

Spaio st Jast reluctantly confesses
that there is a rebelllon in Cubn, but
says it ie confilned lo negroes andone
province, This may bhe tuken as &
promlsing indication that tbe remajn-
ingclaims of tbe Insurgents, that the
revolntion extends over four of the
five provindes and jncludes many



