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man prohahility, would never have | The ‘;ropomlon Ia not nimed at the practice
. of polygamy, for the Mormong of Arizoba
heeu inn positiorr to enter n legitim- | rarely practice that vice; besides, ex stlng

ate complaint of the nature of bhu]luws are nmple to cope with thet crime.

power of any corporation or sect
which the dominant majoriLy or party
deems aggressive through eapital and
organizalion or pernicious in doctrine,
Some other ox may be gored another

The Mormonsg of this Territory are s a rule
one which has so vigibly disturbed | its most industrigns citizens and ibelr
his equanimity. Thesecond is, that |
while the city offigiule of his own
party were engaged in gruding the |
adjncent street about eight feet be-
low the level of his lot, he was at|
work nt the capitul of the nation
doing his best to cut dewn the grade
of buman righte fully 300 miles
bhelow the level of the national Con-
stitution.

It will be remembered that au
attempt was made, shortly after the
February election, the shelve Mr.
Baskin hy way bheading off any
uspirations he might entertaiu to-
ward the “Liberal” candidacy for |
Delegate to Congress. It was done
softly, pathetically, showing that
he would regard such an office, if
he could grasp it, as ‘‘dead sea
frult?” which turns to dust with the
handling., 2t water was shed—as
it were—over the alleged prospect of
his returning to his ‘“old home in
Ohio.”? jthere to end his days, ele.
There was much poetry in the
enuncintion, but probably not so
much of a mere substantial element
ns the enunciator wished. The
whole career of Mr. Baskin ¢lear to
dnte shows that if n certain official
consideration were withiu his reach
he would stretch out his hand and
risk the dust theory. If he gets
shelved there is no evidenge pgoing
to show that he would cqingide
with the operation.

THE MORMONS OF ARIZONA.

Tag [lucson, Arizouna, Star con-
tains the following remarks and
cHpping:

“*The nttempt to pass a law disfran-
chising the Mormons of Arizona with
a view of fullowing this law of dis-
franchisement with an enabling act,
a‘imitting Arizona to Statehood, 18 not
meeting with that cordmml reception
from the Republican preas whioh its
promulgators anticipated. The Flor-
ence Enterprise handles the propo-
sition with a most vommendable
spirit of jusuice and equity. Itsays:

# ' The proposition to admit Arizonn to
Btatehoeé condltionul upon the disfran-
chisement of the Mormons is repugnant to
the sense of jnatice oi e people, and the
most ardent advocates ot Stateheod preter
togsuffer under the present Eulltlcal aya-
tem tor years to come rather than to
participate in the benelits and privileges
of Btatehood through such dishonorabie

@menns., The United Stutes Lonstiluilon
guarantegs Lo every person the right of
religious frecdom 1 its  broadest
senso, and the scheme to digfrunchise a
large proportion of the voiers of this Terri-
tory cin be only regarded in the light of
a persecution, Bui the motive of tiue
movement ‘8 80 apparent that no one can
be deceived. The Mormone ol Arizooa nre
pcarly all Democrats and their disiran-
chiseinent means Reépublican genators and
representatives in Congress.

“Why not cnact a law disfranchising all

Democrals ui oneg and opealy, and not
dodge behind o flimay cloak of religion.

practical virtuea are eXewplary exanp es
for emulation. A8 a clatg they s'and head
and shoulders abov¥e many others whose
right to the elective franchise is ubgues-
lioned, and so long as thevy continue Lo
wa'k upright under the law they areen-
titted by constitutional right to nll the
privileges of citizepghip. If Lbeir disfran-
chisement Is to be the price ef our admis-
slon to Htatehood, in the name of common
justice let us alwaye remain o Territory."

AGAINST DISFRANCHISEMENT.

— (]

THE following iann extract from
au able article, headed *Au Un-
necessary Measure.?’” which appear-
ed In the Omaha Hee, of May Z8th:

+Existing law being, therefore, am-
le for erushing out pelygamy, any
urther legislation relaiing to the Mur-
mon ¢church must necessarily take on
the character of persecution, and he to-
pugnant to the provision of the Consti-
sution whieh says that ‘“‘Congress shall
make no law respeecting an establish-
ment ©of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.” Of  thiz
nature is the bill now in Con-
gress, whieh, In effect. .provides thut
no member of the Mormon Church
shall ‘either vole, serve as a juror, or
be efected to or hold any civif'ofﬁce in
the Territory of Utab.’ A man may be
the most 1adical of non-polygamists,
but if he believes in the other doc-
trines of the Church and romains
united with it he must by the terms of
this proposed law sutfer disfranchise
ment and the loss of all his civil rights,
The injustice of thls must be obvious
to all fair-minded yeople, and we do
not think it at all doubtfnl that such a
law wonld be at variance with
the constitutionnl provision we have
quoted. Its praciical effect wonld
be to condemn the Mormon faitb
as a whole #and to prehibit its estab-
lishment as a religion, and this Con-
gress has no right o do. There s a
vital priuciple involved in this matter
which ought te be apparent to all who
are not blinded by an undue preju-
dice. No further danger tothe moral
welfare of society, in Ulah or else-
where in this country, is lo be feared
from polygamy. Liven though the
doctrine should survive with a few as
an article of faith, its practice s a
thing of thu past snd only the practice
is eriminal. Thegroposed, legislntion
is unnecessary and its adoption would
work greal injustice to thousands who
desire to he good and law-abiding
citizens.™’
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“REFORM BY CONFISCATION.”

THE Galveston, Texas, News of
the 28th ult. has nn edlitorial on
“Retorm by Confiscation,’”” in
which the following pertinent re-
marks'appesr:

#The Mormons are a bad lot, or be-
lieved to be so, and the usual wnfr is
to make lawa and e mstrue constitu-
tions 80 as to do what is strot:f.ly da-
sired by the law-makers and those
who will and ean effuctively support
them. Stll there may be reason 1o
regard the decision as portending in-
seourity for any kind of church prop-
erty in real estate or savings, The
prineipls of the decision will appear to
the popular mind to be that the gov-
ernment is the guardian of the people
from the infivence and financial

year. Having prescribed test oaths
for votors and unished men for be-
lief in polygamy aa well as the prac-
lnee of it, it was porbhaps pDatural
enough that the Mormoun Church
lands should be confiseated, but such
Eroceediugs shoutd not leave any one
lind to the characteristics which Lhe
federal government is capable of dis-
playing, and should opinion ineline
strongly 1o confiscalionin other direc-
tions, the precedent now established
will be regretted by a number of citi-
zons who have thoughi no more of
crushing the Mormon Church than
they would of hanging a talking an-
archist **

THE BEST OF PROCF.

““MoriE than that, we have the best
of proof that when the news of Abra-
hitm Lincoln’s death reached Salt
Lake Brigham Young danced for joy
and said, ‘Another enemy of our pso-
ple is gone, and the Lord God still
raigheth in Iarael’. A truthful woman
told the writer of thia that she heard
the words and saw the act.”

There is little need toeny that the
foregoing choice morsel is from the
most unprincipled sheet ever pub-
lished in Ameriea—the Salt Luke
f'ribune. It will be recognized both
from its rasb and unmitigated false-
hood and the kind of evidenée which
it calls *‘the best of proof.”” It ia
ou just such premises that it draws
most of ita anti-**Mormon’’ congclu-
sions. Somebody said so, ¢. e. d,
Invineible logic! When nobody
Anys o, it draws upon its own imag-
ination which is evil continually.

For several years 't has repeated,
every two or three wweeks, nu al-
ieged utterance of sume old woman,
whose identity has never been es-
tablished or indieated, as prool that
the “Morfnons,” as a rule, are per-
jurers. *I did not lie to the Mor-
mon (God but ovuly to the Gentile
God,*? are the words put into the
mouth of thig phantasmal female,
and from them the theory is woven
that when ““Mormons?? take au oath
in court they shelten themsslves
under this miserable sophism.

We do uot believenny old woman,
profesredly “Mormon’® or otherwise,
ever inade use of puch a subterfuge,
If he did it was oot a ‘“Mormon’?
sentiment, [t smells like a 2ribune
fabrication, Lt sounde like the
brezen tones of the ‘fLilieral? or.
gan. Wherover it originated, it is
directly hostile to **Mormon?? prin-
ciple.

For a number of years the same
paper told again and agoain a some-

what similar story about Brigham
Young to this now credited to*a
truthful woman.?” Oun the strength
of it & United Bilates officinl hers



