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1wan to deteriorate to proceed
gom bad to worse and in course of

nee to sink to so low a level thatthew question occurs Is it civilizetiouon any longer the origin of
2526
nations humboldt library no
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tradition is history in raprags and
awentheoatteoa and nearly every nation pos

scraps of a past
aldrytory of perfection and prosperity
J hweere laia undoubtedly some ground
for the opinion expressed by raw
unionlifton

savageryhageryVagerY and civilization thewo0 opposite poles in our social con-
lon are states between whichaaen osculateoscillate freely passing fromollewwto the other with almost equal

eba according to the external cir
stances wherewith they areunded 13 page 3

ltit is a question well worth the
OOIdeation of bible believers
whether the confusion of tongues4 theih tower of babel did not
inaugurategu rate a general degeneration
ofw the human race the sacred

arob the only history we have of
1410ause early times informs us of a
ibraoy of high culture and civilize

N previous to that strange and
nentoos event our first pa

were not savages by any

Zd they and their immediate
endants were acquainted with

obbe of the noblest principles of
loia life they aream introduced to

qa 8 488
tar

maltingmaking clothing giving names
thehe animals and engaged in the

and innocent pursuits of
bial and agricultural life they
vaddid not dwell in the wild woods
nollaor burrow in the earth nor live intaew clift and eavescaves in the rocks

n even after the ter
tion of a family quarrel build

ad 4 CIV- As11 early as the days of
adam theae softening and highly
canal art of instrumental
t was known among the
bents used were the harp and

organ gen iv 21 and thusttF the pastoral ufa was enlivenedenU
wu the refiningning agency of melodytaealte fearful penalty which visited

was in
for their dimling from an exalted

1310ww of civilization to that of a
Most Wicked and debased state

abor the flood which cleansedthe ah and purified society there
a period of comparatively pure

a brief golden ageabw in
the trauntranquil pastoral and

cw pursuitspur suite were followedfoUowed

dished
ad society again hourflour

aff buder the benign rule of

ahat arldnd shepherd kings butwaBae another fatal lapse
eata ababusedU bad their high erivvs WV time not the bolt

of sweeping annihilation fell but
their great endowments and bless-
ings were withdrawn

then ensued a blank a historical
silence lasting for centuries and
when the twilight lifts the eastern
world is overrun with savage hordes
of unknown racesramesy while the half
civilized nations of easterncastern asia
loom out of the misty horizon like
huge mountains indistinctly dis-
cerned through the foggy atmos-
phere huge dark bodies indefinable
in outline and altogether undis-
tinguishable as to details

in view of the foregoing facts and
the reasoning deducible from them
is it not plain that the reverse of the
primeval savage theory is the truth
and that the american races be-
ginning with a high state of culture
have oscillated between civiliza-
tion and barbarism as the book of
mormon represents
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RELIGION IN THE ARMY

the army of the united states
recruited as it is from all nationals
tiesalee affords splendid opportunities
for witnessing the effects on men of
the different religious beliefs for it
is a fact that in the army the sects
of christianity are more numerous
than the nationalities then again
the non christians who are certain-
ly a majority are as widely divided
in their opinions as the others even
the jews whose religion might hebe
thought too venerable for sectarian-
ism carry their ancient scruples
with them down to the present day

perhaps of all the strange phases
of christianity and non christian
sects in the army the catholics
furnish the most remarkable pe-
culiaritiescullarities we have for instance
german catholics from dr dollin
gers diocese who are as zealous in
repeating their hail mary as is
the most orthodox irishman but
when these two meet I1 then comes
the tug of war for not even the
irish orangeman is more ready to
curse the pope than is the german
dollingerDoDinger I1 have already re-
marked that a majority in the army
is non christian the statement
may perhaps be a surprise to some
but it is nevertheless true as I1 will
try to explain I1 do not mean by
non christian exclusively jews
etc certainly not while these
aream included they comprise only
the smallest portion I1 refer to
personspersona who were brought up as
church members in some of the
christian sects but who accord

ding to their own declarations hav-
ing got old enough to know better
have renounced the faith of their
fathers and now scoff at them for
allowing themselvesthema elvee to be imposed
upon these aream the smart alicks t 9

who I1 might say I1 run the army
when a recruit who has not yet

forgotten his god makes any effort
j to kneel or pray he is not only
assailed with the vilest abuse for the

I1 first but if he should pre-
sume to continue with old shoes
and anything of the kind that can
be picked up

I1

this is certainly a bad state of
1 affairsaffhirs but everything considered
not so much to be wondered at

1 when it is remembered that from
the day of his affirmation in the re-
cruitingcrulcr ting office the young soldier in
nine cases out of every ten never
hears the name of god uttered save
asan an oath or in blasphemy there
arare it is true chaplains at a few
posts but what good are they if
anybody attends their services and
seldom more than two or three do
so they return to the barracks
worse christians thauthan before and
why the chaplain has either
been ashamed or afraid to teutell the
truth lest some might take offense
and by potnot attending again per-
haps cause an investigation as to
whether the office being
should not be abolished

it may however be interesting
to note the reasons given by many
of these unbelievers for the lack of
faith catholics say that if the
sacrament is really the body of
christ they never could be worthy
to partake of I1it and if it isie not
then their religion is a lie there
is another class and they are cer-
tainly the most reasonable who
hold that if there Isia a god who ever
did inspire manimankindlud or reveal hishi
will to his creatures those creaturescreatureataree
were never in more need of revela-
tion than at present and they
cannot see why a good unchange-
able and eternal god should at any
time abandon his people thisthid
clawclasa aream extensive readers and will
often quote such authors as thomas
balne and hugh 0 pentecost in
support of their ideas

there seems to be scattered all
over the country several societies
for the propagation of Penpentecostteco
views these are distributed lain
pamphlet form every week in kw
numbers and I1 give below an exx
tract from the latest entitled what
I1 bellevebelieve p

does god or did god ever com-
municatemuni cate with any man except as
he communicates with anall men Is


