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A NATIONAL ORIEALORDEAL

the latter day saints have always
cherished an anticipation of a time
when they would take the leading part
in rescuing our nation from a situation
of deadly peril this looking forward
laIs based upon a prophetic declaration
madeimade by the prophet joseph smith
it is18 to ttethe effect that in the course of
its history the country would be torn
into fragments by internal dissensions
which would renoult in scenes of riot
and bloodshed the constitution would
be at that time trampled underfootunder foot
and the situation become so80 menacing
under the tyranny and oi01

ruthless mobs that from every natural
standpoint it would appear impossible
to snatch the nation romfrom irretrievable
ruin when thisthia point should be
reached it should become the high
lutyduty of the saintspaints to raise the standard
of liberty and call upon all patriotic
lovers of peace to rally around it and
assist them in the work of re
lishing peace and reorganizing the
republic upon the basis otof constitu-
tional principles this exultedexalted labor
was to be accomplished and be the
means otof causing a new and brighter
eram to shine upon the people

the attention of every thinker isin
now directed to the signs of the
present time this mental exercise to
enforced by the peculiar character
of existing conditions here Is a
pertinent question do they indicate
an approaching dilemma which will
demand just such a patriotic interven-
tion as that defined by the prophet j

one of the features of the time is a
growing disregard for the requirements
indand inhibitions of the constitution
indeed this evil genius is so wide-
spread that it rtrequiresquIres but little growth
to make it weil nigh overwhelming
this is susceptible of incontrovertible

proof
one of the strong indications of the

drift in the direction of unconstitution
alisa is the existence and objects of
the commonweal army it tois a menace
to the government at the handshanda of
which it demands the enactment and
enforcement of measures that are
clearly vlola tive of0 the constitution
itif thesetheme demands were compliedcompiled
with the government could no longer
existexisft as its power would thus be
transferred toanto an organized mob but
thin disposition spreads out over thecountry like a great gathering cloud
which betokens an impending storm
this is indicated by the fact that thehe
commoncommonwealdealersers have the sympathy
and operationcooperationco of great masses of
the general populace and next of
immense bodies of organizedorganicid workmen
whose societiescletiesHo are spread over
thebe land extending to every
inhabited region of the re-
public how widespread then
is the constitutionalanti sentiment
combine this situation with labor com-
motions which are already precipitat-
ing scenes of riot and bloodbloodshedebed and
the country tois certainly confronted
toyby the most serious situation with
which its legal officers have ever yet
grappled it Isin only nadenecessarywary to add
the evidences of the decay of popular

character to render the mental picture
of the future results of such an ac

of distracting elementselement
appalling then lotlet it be con-
sidered that the prospect of an
early return to industrial prosperity
is exceedingly dim and the avoidance
of a coming revolution will seem still
more remote if a time of national
trouble is not near it would look asaa it
causes hadbad ceased to produce their
usual results or that there was a direct
intervention of divine provideuce tuto
stay theebe nayday of calamity

As heretofore explained in these
columns the same modern prophet
referred to at the opening olof this article
predicted twenty alne years belorebefore it
burst upon the country the war ot the
rebellion he designated the precise
locality where the strugglegule would open

south carolina that was the first
state to secede from the union its

resolution having btbeueu passau
on dec 1860 and the first gun
was fired at Obarcharlestonleaton the following
april joseph smith likewise pointed
lo10 another national ordeal further out
in the future and indicated the section
where its most destructive elements
would widely prevail thisthin prediction
evidently hadbad reference to the natural
outcome of the symptoms which are
now soao prevalent ioin the east where
secret oath bound organizationsorganization threat
0enn the peace of that part of the country
it will now be proper to quote the
words of the lord as they came
through the human founder of the
church on feb alb 1831

and behold it shall come to pass
that my servants shall be sent
forth to the east and to the
west to the north and to the
south and even nowBOW let him
that goeth to the eatead teach them that
shall be converted to flee tto the west
and this in consequence of ilatthat which
tois coming on the earth and of secret
combinations

at the time this revelation was
given the preaching of the gospelgocpt was
confined to this country and it indi
oatescates that the fasteast would be the chietchief
seat otof the great troubles that would
arise in the notionnation through oath bound
associations they form a mighty host
and their aspect is becoming moremere and
moreinore threatening it is a significant
feature of the quoted passage that at the
early day when the revelation was
given it was not deemed isecnecessaryessary
to take time by the forelock and
avoid a defined species of trouble
by teaching the converted to flee
from any other direction to the
west except from the east it
is also a matter of remark thatbat perhaps
thousands of men are taking the oppo-
site course and are moving from the
west to the east in the vain hope of
finding relief from their troubles

seeing that the times seem traveling
toward a great national ordeal what
should bethebe the position of the saints in
relation to every question and situa-
tion both local and general they
should stand by the law and the
constitution sustain them by
word and if necessary by deeddead
they should display unqualified
patriotpatriotismlaminin its widest and deepest

sense and never be carried away byany popular current or movement that
has not truth and right for its basisbasill
those who participate or even applaudtendencies that are opposed to thespirit of the constitution are not in-spired by the genius of the gospel ofpeace and will have no lot nor oartdartwith the patriots who will grapple suc-cessfullycess fully with dissension and strifeand cause order to evolve out ofnational anarchy

LYNCHING FIGURES

according to statistics published by
the chicago inter ocean there oc
burred in the united states up to
may ath this year no less than fifty
cases of lynchinglunchinglynching of these fourwere perpetrated in kansas two inohio two in indiana and one inpennsylvania whilea fortyunefor tyone belong
to10 southern states of these alabamaheads the list with eleven next comeLullouisianasiana with nine and arkansaswith seven

apologists for the savagery in thesouth generally otteroffer the excuse thatoccur as a natural result ofthe uncontrollable feeling of inandienadignation on the peart of the white popula-
tion when the daughters and wivesarere assaulted by black brutesat A4 senseut honor requiring that the dearestheritage of man must be defended andavenged thus a prominent bishop ofthe methodist church last october
when a negro had been burned at the
81takestake alterafter first having been subjected
to tortures after the manner of themost cruel savaa geog wrote in thepthe forumorum

unless assaults by negroes on whitewomen and little white girls come to anend there will most probably be stillfurther disdisplaysplava of vengeance that willshock the world sane men who are justwill consider the provocation sane menwho are righteous will reMrememberenberr notonly the brutish man who dies bybv theslow torture ot fire they will thinkthiukalsoalsoof the ruined woman worse torturedthan he
this has been the essence of theapology offered for the southernbut iromfrom the statistics gath-

ered it is evident that the plea is notwell sustained for of thegho fortylor tyoneonecases of murder by mobs in the southonly eight victims were killed for suchoffensestensesot while all the balance were
accused of less grave crimes and somewere only suspected

the fact ot the matter is that thefrequent recurrence of killing bybv mobawhether the victims be colocoloredjred orwhite isin the outgrowth of lawlea lawlessfuispirit and the desire to11 agratiarsi
ty the brutal craving for per
bonal revenge common to mikaman in acertain stage of moral developmentit is on a level with duellingbuellingduelling streetfighting family feuds vendettasvend ettas andsimilar embodiments of the jurisprud-
ence of a barbarous age the peopleresortingrea orting to such means may be ad-vanced in every other respect andstand in the front ranks of the ninecentury civilization butbug thevery fact that they prevent the lawfrom taking its regular course provesproven
that they morally stand on the level of
corsicanacorsicansCorsi cans afghans and
whose first thought is otof the sti lieto orother weapons of the assassinasaaasin tootteroffer any apology for such deeds is to


