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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A NATIONAL ORDEAL.

The Laiter-day Saints have aiways
¢cherlshed ap anticipation of a time
when they would take tbe leading part

in regcuing cur nation from a situation
of deadly peril. Thlis loocking forwara
is based upon & prophetic declaration
made by the Prophet Joseph Smith.
It 12 to tke eflect that, in the course of
its history, the country would be torn
inio fragments by internal dissenelions,
which would result in scenes of riot
and bicodshed. The Constitution would
be, at that time, trampled under foot
and the situation become so menacing,
upder the tyrenny and depredatious of
ruthless mobs,that, from every natura)
atand point, it wouid appear impossible
to snatch the nation irom irretrisvable
fain. When thia point should be
reached it should become the high
duty of the Baints to raise the standard
of liberty and call upon all patriotic
lovers of peace to rally around it and
sesist them in the work of re-estab-
lishing peace and reorganizing the
Heopublie upon the basis of copstity-
tional ptincipies, 'This exalted iabor
was Lo be accomplished and be the
Jneans of caUBIDE A new and brighter
©rs to shine upon the pecple.

The attentlon of every thinker is
mow directed o the sigos of the
qpresent time. Thie mental exereise ie
epntorced by the peculiar character
of existing conditions. Here s a
pertinent guestion: Do they indicate
‘a0 approaching dilemms which will
demand just such a patriotic interven-
tion as that gefined by the Prophet?
‘One of the features of tbe time 18 a
growiog disregard for the requirements
and iphibitions of the Constitution.
Indeed this evil genlus js so wide-
-spread that it reguires but little gtowth
to make it wellnigh overwhelming.
This is susceptible of incontrovertible
iproof. .

Ope of theetrong indications of the
drift 1n the direction of unconstituilon-
-alism ig the existence avd objects of
the ¢commonweal army. It is u mensce
to the goVeroment, at the bande of
which it demands the epactment and
enforcement of measures that are
<¢learly violative of the Conpstitution.
ILf these demands were complied
with the government could no longer
‘exisf, a8 its power would thus be
transferred to an organized mob, But
this disposition spreads out over the
country like a great gathering cloud,
which betokens an impending storm,
This is indicated by the fact that the
-commonwealers have thea sympathy
and co-operation of great masses of
the general populace, and pext, of
Jdmmense bodles of organlz-d workmen,

whose wsocieties are apread over
the land, extending to every
inhahited region  of the Re-
public. How  widespread then

1= the antl-constitutlonsl sentiment.
‘Combiue thia situantion with labor com-
motious, which are already precipitat-
ing scenes of riot and hloodebed, and
the country 1s certalnly confronted
by tbe rmost serious situation with
which its legal officers have ever yet
grappled. 1t I8 only necessary to add
4be evidences of the decay of popular

cbaracter to render tbe menial picture
of the future results of sugh an ac-
cummulatien of distrapgting elements
appalling, Then let it Dbe con-
sidered that the prospect of an
early return to industrial prosperity
18 exceedingly dim, and the svoidance
of & coming revolution will seem still
motre remote, If A tlme of national
trouble is not near it would look as it
causes had ceased to produce their
ususl results, or that there was a direct
intervention of divine provideocs to
stay che uay of calamity.

Aws beretofore explained in these
columns, the pame modern Prophet
referred to at the opening of this article
predicted, twenty-uine years belore it
burst upon the country, tie war or the
Rebelilon. He degignated the nrecise
loeality whete the strugvle would open
—Bouth Carolins. That was the fHrat
atate to secede (rom the Unlon, its sep-
arative resolution having b.eu passeu
on Deo. 25th, 1860, and tne first gun
was fired uat Charfeston the following
April. Jogeph Bmith likewise puinteu
twapother national ordeal, further out
in 1he future, and indicated the seetion
where its most destructive slements
would widely prevail. This prediction
evidently had reference to the paturai
ollcome of the symptoms whicn are
pow B¢ prevalent in the East, where
secret oathi-bound organizations threat-
un the peace of that part of the epuntry.
[t will now be proper to quote the
words of the Lord ss they came
through the huwman founder of the
Church on Feb, 9th, 1831

*And behold it shall come to pass
that my servants shall be pent
forth to the emast and to the
west, to the porth and to tbe
south; and even Row, let him
that goeth to the ¢asl teach them that
shall be converted to flee to the west
and thls in consequence of that which
is coming on the earih, and of secref
combinations.”?

At the time this revelation was
given the preaching of the Gospel was
confiped to thiz country, and it Indi-
cates that the East would be the chiet
seat of the great troubles tnat would
arise iD the nation through osth-bound
assoclations, They form a mighty host
and their nspeoct ja becoming mere and
mnore threatening, [t s aslgnificant
feature of the quoted passage thatat the
early day wben the revelation was
given it was nol deemed necessury
to take time by the forelock and
avojd a dcfined species of trouble
by teaching the converted to flee
tfrom 8any other direction to the
wegt, except from the east. It
if aleo a matter of remark that perhaps
thousands of men aretaking tbe oppo-
site pourse, and are muving from the
wesl to the east, in the vain hope ot
finding relief from their troubles,

Seelog that the times peem traveling
toward s great natlonal ordeal, what
shouid be the position of the Halnts in
relation to every question and situa-
tion—hoth loeal apd genoral? They
should stand by the law and tbe

Constitution, =sustain them by
word and, If Decessary, by deed.
They should display unqualified

patriotism in fts widest and deepest

senee and never be carrled away by
Any popular current or movement that
has pot truth and right for ita paeis,
Those who participate or even applaud
tendencies that are opposed tg the
apirit of the Constitution are ngt ip.
spired by the genius of the Qospel of
peace, and will have no lot nor part
with the patriots who will grapple suc-
cessfuily with diesension and strife
and cause order to evolve oyt of
national anarchy.

——

LYNCHING FIGURES.

According to statistics published by
the Chicage Inter-Ocean there oe-
curred in the United Btates up to

May 5th, this year, no less than filty
cages of lynchiog.  OI these, four
weore perpetruted In Kanasae, two in
Oniv, two in Iodiana, and one in
Pennsylvania, while forty.one belong
to Bouthern states. Ofthese Alabama
hehus the fist with eleven; next cgme
Luisiana with nine and Arkapgas
with seven.
Apologists for the savager

South generally offer the Ex::fla(iantlt]};te
lynchings occur &8 & Datural resuft of
tbe uncontrollable feeling of indigna-
tion on the part of the white popula-
tion, when the daughters and wives
ure aseaulted by hlack bruteg—y senge
of bhoner requiring that the dearest
beritageof man must be defendey apd
avenged. Thus s prominent blshop of
the Maethodist church, iast Qptpper
when a negro had been hyrned at t.h-(,a
stake aiter first having beep subjected
to tortures after the manmer of the
most oruelsavayes, wWrotein the Foruym:

Unless nssanlts by negroes i
women and little white gipie o
end, there will most Probably be atill
turther displays of vebgeance tphat will
shock the world. Sane mon whopgre just
will consider the provocaiion. Sane men
who are righteous wilj remembor not
onlty the bruiish mab who digg by the
slow lorture ot fire; they will think also
of the ruined woman, worse tortnred
than be.

Thiz haes been the essence g1 the
npology oftered for (he Bouthern
lyochings, but trom the statistjeg gath-
ered it 2 evident that the pjeg i not
well sustained, for of the forty-nne
cages of murder by mebs in the Houth
only eignt victims were killed for sucb
offenses, while all the halance were
accused of less grave ¢rimeg and some
were only suspected.

. Tbe [act of the matter i that the
requent recorrence of killip r

whc{ather the victims pe égo?g:r:;(’b:;
white, is the outgrowth of g |gwless
spirit and the desire grati-
ty the brutsl eraving g, per-
sonal revenge common g man in a
certain stage of moral davelopment-
it is on a level with dueljing, street-
fighting, tamily leude, vendettas and
gimilar embodimenta of the juriaprud-
snoce of & barbarou# age, Tpe people
resorting to such meapg may be ad-
vanced in every olher respect; apd
stand In the front ranks of the nine-
teenth century Givilization, buy the
very fact that they prevent the law
from taking its reguiar course proves
that they moraily stand on the fevel of
Corsicans, A fghans and Montenegrians
whose tirst thought 18 ot thy gtjlieto or
other weapous of the a83apsin, To
offer any apolog¥ for such deeds is ko



