During the debate, Councllorl
Bowles remarked that he

“Thought the city got all the lit]nl
that anybody could get. It was iden-
tieally the same as the other eanal
companies got and the city received in
the first instance. He had never
heard a legal opinion in regard to the
matter. I voted for the proposition
because it appeared to me it was a goad
buy. Tam notconvinced yet it was
not.”*

Other statements in a similar line
were made, but the foregoing are
sufficient toshow the grounds upon
which the ipdictments have been
found. Bome of the partiea under
prosecution have been asked why
the City Council was not indicted
vollectively and individually. The
reply was that such a proceeding
would have been an outrage, there
Leing no foundation for it. The retort
to this wag, that in that regard the
aspret in relation to those who have
been indicted doea not differ

LRIMES ON CHRISTMAS.

DousTLESs Christmas throughout
the country was attended with all
its delighttul features, chief among
which are the family and friendly
reunions that occur in the holiday
senson. But the otherwise joytul
picture was biotelied and blackened
by horrible scenes of debauchery
and blood, of which the dispatches
furpish enough information to ren-
der the reader sick.

In glanciug down the carnage
column of the telegrams, one ean-
not help being struek with the fact
that probably no former Christmas
day in this country ever witnessed
80 mauy fearful crimes as did yes-
terday. Some of the murderous
affaivs that marred the record of the
day were ot a most extraordinary
character. Oune stabblng trage-
dy in [Illinois occurred over
a dispute nbout a distribution of
presents from a Christmas tree in a
chureh. Whata feurful mockery ot
the day and oceasion! How out of
harmony with the genius of Chirjs.
tianity are many of the features of
civillzed society today. He whose
futuré reign is to be characterized by
“peace on esrth” as well as “‘good-
wiil to men,”? hassaid to this genera-
tion that not long hence and peace
would be taken from the enrth, as
preliminary to the inauguration of a
brighter era. The evidences that it
in gradually depnrting are too potent
to be mistaken,

-

The situation at Charleroi. Brus-
sels, ia serious. There ave now 17,-

000 strikers. There is n great scarei-
ty of coal.
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STRIFE IN GEORGIA.

THE bloody couflict which has
Lieen in progress for several days at
Jeasui), Greorgia, is another indica-
tlon of the inflammable elements
which constitute the population of
many poertions of the South. The
agcount of the tragical occurrences
reads like a dime novel, yet the de-
tails are substantially true.

It is the old story of colored rene-
gades shooting white men, the lat-
ter Alying to arms and the negroes to
the swamps; the Lattering down of
jail doors and ass:ssination of the in-
ma es; the appearance of troops on
the sanguinary scene; colored peo-
p.l‘e flocking to the kitcliens and out-
houses of white friends for protec-
tion, being im terror of a genoeral
massacre ol thelr race.

The conditions have only to le-
come :bore unmanageable and un-
mixabie to render the south a gigan-
tie arena for the bloodiest scenes of
modern tiwes. When such a man
a8 General Bherman asserts to the
world, through the columns of a
popular maygnzine, that a race col-
lisiou Is juevitahle uuless certniu
steps ure tualien, the subject is a
serious one. ‘The preventive to
which he referred was the recogni-
tion by the white population of the
colored muau’s legal right to an un-
trammeled exercise of the elective
franchise. It may be taken for
grapted that where there is a pros-
pect or probability ol colored voters
cariying anelection their legal right
will never be conceded hy the South-
erpers. The latter would probably
prefer blood, slaughter, and death
to negro domination. Consequently,
if the General be correct in this
prediction, the conflict must come.
1f it does, the same veteran says it
will be su disastrous and appalling
as to cause the war of Lthe Rebellion
to be practically forgotten.

Even now the colored population
svem to be nearing the point when
all they need to cause them fo arise
in revolt are strong, aspiring spirits
to lead them to the fray. When
such characters appear upon the
scene the bloody work will begin.
The frequent local outbreaks that
occur are but the symptoms of a
smouldering  flre, susceptible of
being awakened. into general ac-
tivity.

-

A CHAOTIC POST OFFICE.

THAT the Ogden post officeshould
be permitted to run at haphazzurd
for 8o lonyg a time os it has, is one of
the loeal unomalies of the times’
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The mails constitute-one of the most
Important branches of the public
service. That they.shouid be manip-
in the earcless manove in
which they have been in 8o im-
portant n railrond center as Ogden
is inexcusable.

The newspaper matter nppears to
be treated in the pest office of that
town with contempt, much of it
never reaching the parties to whom
it is directed. Letters seem to be
viewed with indifference, numbers
of them being delayed all the way
from a day to a week or two before
being forwarded to their destina-
tion.

There I8 one thing that palliates
this offense against the- public fo fur
a8 (General Nathan Kimball, the
postmaster, Is concerned—that gen-
tleman is §ll. But that fact does
not exonerate the department. It ls
probable that the office is practical-
1y in the handsof the clerks, whose
indifference, superinduced by the
absence of responsibility, creates
confusion.

It wns a mistake in the firat place
to give the office of postmaster to a
veteran in failing health, and, at
the Dbest, probably not naturally
adapted fora position of that char-
acter. [fit wns deemed necessary
to recognize In somne substantial way
the services of Genern]l Kimball in
the cause of his country, or purty, it
could easily bave been done without
jeopardizing the husiness and other
interests of any portion of the pub.
lie.

A remedy for the postal wrong
caused Ly the chaotie condition of
the Ogden oftice oaght to be applied
at once.

-

EPIDEMIC OF INFLUENZA.

ABoUT the middle of November
& disease appeared in Russian cities,
supposed to have originated in the
far enst and to have taken a west-
ward tnovement, which is appar-
ently infectious in the highest de-
gree. Hoon after it appears in o
given city, multitudes are seized
with it, and in some instances a
very large preportion, or even a
majority of the inhabitunts are a}-
most simultaneously affected. An
official report stawes that fully two-
thirds of the inhabitants of 8t.
l'elersburg were attacked with it
within about one menth of its firat
appearnnce in that city. The dis-
eane,a8 love and death aresaid to do,
““levels nll ranks and lays the shep-
herd?s crook beside the sceptre.”?
The Czar was so ill that he was un-
able to appear in public for some




