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OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

AN EXCELLENT opportunity is
now being presented for judging of
the condition of the judicial system
of the United States. Before pro-
ceeding to the lnquiry it would be
well to remember that the only ob-
jectsof any system of judiciary are
presumed to be the enforcement of
justice and the prevention and pun-
ishment of ¢crime; and that. when
any other aims than these are
sought to be accomplished by the
machinery connected with the
courts, corruption exists in a vital
region.

The Cronin case allords the op-
portunity we refer to. A study of
it is a very instructive inquiry into
existing phases of American life
aml eivilization. For months the
press has teemed with matter relat-
ing to this case, and the public won-
der why it is not pushed to a finish.
Why have not the accused been
tried long ago? Why is every step
taken characterized by such a cold
molasses rate of speetd? Certain
men long in custody stand charged
with murder; why is nol cither their
guilt or lnmocence established with
reasonable expedition?

Because many ohjects besiles the
vindication of law and justice are
being sought in connection with
thiscase; and the pursuit of these
purposes has led many of the men
entrusted with authority in connec:
tion with it, fo constitute themselves
committees on how not to do it. As-
sociated with this trial is u labyrinth
of conflicting interests. Ward politi-
cians have ends to gain; attorneys
seek to make (ame and money; there
are jealousies among the police;
thereis intense uewspaper rivalry;
there are [rish plots aud plotters in-
volved; national politics are toler-
ably certain fo be affected one way
or the other by the manuer of pro-
cedure; guilty conspirators are striv.
ing to save their own necks, and
their unsuspected backers, to pre-
vent a knowledge of their connec-
Lion with the murder from being
tivalged, are fighting hamt in be-

half of the “suspects.’? Delay serves
the purposes of all these interests.

An intricate mass of wickeduess
isembraced in this case. Bribery,
jobbery, perjury, and conspiracy,
surmounted by dammnable murder,
are the parts of a superstructure of
crime, whichh American justice is
nominally struggling to everthirow.
But there is little hope that the
blind goddess will achieve moore
thare a small degree of success. She
lacks the potency to shuke off the
meshes that have been thrown over
her. nod she i8 not able to hold out
the scales with a firm aund strong
grasp in one hand, nor to wield the
sword vigorously with the other.
The plots and counterplots, the
intrigues and conspiracies by which
she is surrounded, are too much for
her, and, fettered as she is, it can
scarcely be expected that she will
do her work thoroughly.

The procedure in this cise shows
too truly the condition to which our
judicial aystem has retrograded. It
proves that the machinery of the
courts may be and is manipulated to
secure the ends sought by individu-
als, and that the course of justice,
which should be swift, straight and
uperring, is made slow, devious
and uncertain. The existence of
such a condition, plaiuly proven,
musl soon destroy the confidence of
the people in the courts, and when
this is gone one of the main pre-
ventives of anarchy will ve re-
moved.

NO NEED FOR IT.

It may be appropriately asked
whether it s the right thing for a
public journal to do to keep on mak-
ing repeated claims of obtaining
and publishing first and exclusive
information upon jpopular sub-
jects, especially when, In Dot
a few instances such  asser-
tions are manifegtly erroneous.
When cvidence of enterprise exists,
the publication of the inatter in
question ahead of any other news-
paper appears to us to furnish all the
proof necessary. By letting that
suffice, and thus giving the pullic
ercdit for ability to perceive the fact
of precedence in furnishing it with
fresh information, mistakes—liable
to occur in any newspaper office—
are avoided, and Injustice obvinted.

As an instance—among many

others that could he cited—in point, |

we ohserve a claim made by =
morning cotemporary that it, sev-
eral days ago, “‘published exclusive
information to the effect that Hecre-
tary Windom had decided that Mex-

ican lead ores could come iu free of

-
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duty.” This was a mistake. The
NEwS received a special from Ivan
C. Michels, Washington, D. C., on
Thursday, Oct. 17th, giving the in-
formation. The  dispatch con-
sisted of but a few words and its
turport and appropriate comment
pperired in the issue of this jour-
"al of that date. A represeutative
of the NEWS algo conversed
with leading Utah men interested
In Jead mining on the gulject. and
their views were given voice in
these columns.  'The rest of the
local papers published the faget of the
decision next day—Friday, October
18th.

It is rather a small matter for this
journal to notice, but the exeuse for
adverting to it now is that the mat-
ter complained of is as frequent 88
It ig unnecessary.

GOOD NEWS FROM PALESTINE.

BY PRivVATE lettor from Elder J.
M. Bjodahl, we lenrn of a very in-
reresting incident that occurred ab
Jaffa, Palestine, on the 22nd day of
~eptember last. On that day two
Arabian Yentlemen were baptized
into the Chureh of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Baints. At the request
of ElderSjodahlthis holy ordinance
was adiinistered by Elder €. U.
Locander, Both these recent addi-
tions to the Chureh are yonng men.
Mhey had been asking for baptism
for three mouths, but Brother Sjo-
dahl doubtless deferred it until their
preparation should be placed be-
yond all question. When they
came up out of the water their joy
was great.

We extract the following frora the
letter: '

“After the bapusm we proceeded to our
little voom 1o the kban and had a very good
mecting. The two newly baptized members
were conlirmed, and we partook of he sa-
crament of the Lord's Suvpper. Brother
Bmart confirmed Salim und I confirmed
Farez. The Lord's Supper was administered
by lirother Locander and Brothtr Bimmonas.
These are Lthe Arst Avnbs baptized in Pales-
tine. Othe¢rs are expeczled te jolm soon
Bat we are cautous. The Ohurch was
foundced yn America with®six souls. There
were e1X of ms, namely: Mysolf, Brothers
Locander, Bmart, Simmons, 8allm and Fa-

vcz. The ocension was i solemn one. God
was present.’”’

WORKING TOWARD A DANGER-
0US POINT.

A SIGNIFICANT meeting was held
the other day at Chattavoops, Tenn.
It was a convention of eolored Bap-
tists, 1t the attendatice, whieh was
large, was not confined to peoyle of
that particular religious persuasion.
Its object was the discussion of
present issues, notably the wrongs




