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The principles of the Gospel promote upity,
falth and love—The humén fAmily &re free
tgents—The ovidenoe of our having decend-
ed from the Geds—The world js fulBiling 1te
destiny—The Church and Kingdom of God
arlsing in Influence And power—The resto-
ratlon of the Holy Priestbood—Plaral Mar-
rfiage—More happiness In doiog right than
wrong—All real enjoyment gomes from
God—The Latter-day Sa!nts trust in God—
‘' Mormoniem * the only religlon worth
Uving for=—Tha Chtistianity of the period a
tremendous {m poaition upon the children of
meén—** Mormooism ** will extend further
and further—Conclualon,

-

THE princlples of the holy Goapel
are caloulated in thelr nesture to
unite the hearts of the people one
with another, and to promote faith,
union and love towards our fellows,

‘We nre an independent set of be-
ings. The haman family, passesaed
of intelligence,are agents unto them-
selves to receive or reject tha$ which
is good or that which is evil. In-
deed it was one of the objects, I sup-
pose, of onr coming upon this earth
to learn to Enow the good from the
evl], the right from the wrong, the
Mght from the darkness, the bitter
from the aweet, the joy from the
BOITOW, that we might the better ap-
preciate the blessings of joy and
peace, of light, of intelligence, of
truth, and of every virtue. Now,
as it ia written, man having par-
taken of the forbidden fruit bdcame
a3 ope of the Gods, Enowing ths
good from the evil. Therefore he
must be cnt off; he must not be per-
~mitted to live forover in his sine; 8
flaming sword must be placed to
guard the tree of life. Hence mor-
tality, the wages of ain.

Herein liea the great evidence of
our Hneage, of our having descended
from the Gods, reasoning, intelli-
gent beings possessing the capabili-
tles of the Gods—that s, the power
1o rise to thelr capabilitfes, being of*
that nature and of that kind of
which are the Gods, And I
might eay that a person who is not
capable of being a peculiar agent of
the devll need never mspire to be-
come a son of Qod, for, according
to the Beriptures, we are ‘“heirs of
God, snd joint-heirs with Jesus
Cheigt; if so be that we cuffer
with him, that we may be
also glorified together,” [If it
would bave been as well for us to
have remained in our pre-existant
state; if we could have learned and
geained all of this experience, learned
to know the good from the evil, the
light from the darkness, do yon enp-
pose that our Father in heaven
wonld have sent us forth into the
world, subjected us to all these tests
and trials and temptations of sin, of
aorrow, of misery, sickneas, pain and
death? I doo’t.

To me this Is 8 grand old
world, snd folflis its destiny and

urpose, the destiny and purpose of
aod our Heavenly Father in bring-
ing ik forth and preparing it for the
babitation o1 man and bringing
forth his children npon it. Thia
world is not here by mere accident,
1t is not here because it merely hap-

ed g0; but it was made with a
estiny and purpose which it is an-
swering most guperbly in my estl-
* mation, It gives the people an op-
rtunity of obtaining tabernacles
or their epirits to dwell in. Thisin
and of itself is a great thing and a
bleseing, although some may act in
such a manner that it would have
been better for them,perhaps, never
to have been borm. Btill 1t s a
blessing to undergo tesfs, to pass
through ordeals, to subject ourselvea
to the principles of truth and right-
sousness, rejecting the evil and re-
ceiving the good, Why, on nat~
ural principles a course of that
kind is jost =8 sure to exalt us
in the scale of human exis{ence and
in the scale of future and weternml
existence, as it is that we havean
existenceat all;whereas & couree the
reverse to purity,the ordinary course
of sin and iniguity and transgression
againat the lawe of God, is sare to
debase, degrade, and to iead down to
misery, corrow and death. It isas
nnturafaa anything else-—as natnral
as that we exiaf. These things
bring their own rewards and their
own punishments naturally. Can
a person avold punishment? Yes,

How? By roceiving and obeying

the principles of the QGospel and get-
ting forgiveness of his sine, follies,
wenknesses, imperfections snd
wrong-doings. We can repent and
turn away from the evil snd do
that whish is good from henneforth,
and the Lord will forgive ue. We
know better than anybody elee if
we are forgiven. We will know
whether we have turned away (rom
ourevils or not. If we have this
testimony we may know that the
Lord has forgiven ns. It s so writ-
ten in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, that If a person wants
to know whether the Lord has for-
given him Jet him examine himeelf
and aee that he has repented with &
repentance that needs not to be ve-
peatad over and over and over agaln.
lhe evidence {a the furning away
from ein; that whereas we did that
which was wrong, forsake it and do
that which is right, and thus we
may Enow that the Lord bas forgiv-
en s, ln, passing throogh the er-
deals we are subject to inm ilfe, we
must keep ourzelves pure and un-
apotted from the contaminatiors of
the wicked and nngodly, and walk
in the path of lile, the' path the
Lord marks out for us to walk in:
Our being here givea Him on oppor-
tunity of govlng us, whether we
will walk His ways and do His
works, or whethsr we will go our
own way, After He has gotten un.
to Himeell a people who will do His
work, a people whom He has proved
to be faithful and true and full of
Integrity, why, with such a peopls
He can fulfil’ His words epoken
throogh His servants centuries ago,
that the kingdoms of this world
shall become the Kingdom of our
‘Lord and His Christ. Until He
does obtzin & people of this kind He
cann:at congistently bestow this
gdom.

Now, this work In which we are
engrged Is caleulated to produce
Just this glass of people—the Saints
of the Moet High God. And I re-
jolce day by day in having livea
long enough to see this Kingdom
arise in Inflzence, in power—not to
its greatneas, still to a considerable
extent toits greatness—and to pee it
put on, to a certaln extent, its bezn.
tiful garmente. I rejoice in my
heart thiat 1 have been permitted to
witness this Kingdom, since I be-
came acquainted with if, become
considerable of A power in the earth.
And I believs alao, nay, more, 1 feal
sare that it will continoe so to pro-
gress. Many fall awsy from time
to time. Lt basbheen soin the hie-
tory of the past, and probably it
wiil be 80 in the future. But will
that impede the progress of this
work? No. It has never reen the
day nor the hour from the time of
ite first Incipiency upon the esrth
but what it has been greater than it
waa the day or the honr previons.
Itnever will. It is bound to in-
cresse and grow, no matter what
difficulties it may have to éncoun-
ter; it 18 bound to progrees and to
spread abroad,and fo bcerms great
in the earth, and no power csn hic.
der it. What! Not if toe Sawmts do
wrong? The Saints are no! going to
do wrong, It isnot the Salnta that
do wrong; it Is thoee that npostatize
from the Chorch and become anye
thing else but Balnts, and if those
people do Cnot remain Baints and
keep themselven falthful who are
here to-day, others wili come up
who will do it. For the Lord will
get unto Himself & people who will
be faithinl, and who will keep His
commandmenta and do His work on
the earth even as it is done in hea-
ven., Whether we do this individ.
ually or not makes no differense {o
the work of God. All the difference it
makes is to us as Individoals, Now,
we may have part and lot in this
matter if we will. The Lord is wili-
ing to work with os, if we wiil onily
walk obediently before Him. He
will accept of our services, and be
glad o get them. He hat not
any too many people of this kind on
the earth; but He has some, He
has enongh S0 ecarry on His
work, snd He will get more as He
needs them from time to time, be-
caose it Is the day and age and dls-

ensation In which those spirits

hat will obey the Gospe! and kes
His commandments will come fort
upon the earth and bear off this
kingdom victorloosly, Itis an fm-
poriant era for those that iive In
thia day and age ef the world .There
aro great responsbilities resting up-
on the ¢hildren of men in this day.
Great light has Deen nirde maaffest,
far greater than in any other age of
the world—that i, it has been
made manifest to a greater extent.
I donot know but what there was
greater light In the days of Jesus

[and the Apostles; but it 1a and will

be made moje manifeat to the child.

ren of men in this day than it was

in that day, because it is a greater
work. It is the work of the fulnese
of times, incorporating all other dis-
peneatione, and it is to prepare the
way for the coming of our Lard and
Bavior Jeaus Christ to rule upon the
earth In power and great glory.
This is a preparatory work for thore
great events that have been et ont
to transpire. Qreat events, euch as
never have transpired on the earth,
are to take place in this dispensa.
tion of the fulnes of tims:, Hence
1t 13 an important era, and great res-
ponsibilitiea rest upon the children
of nion,

Godu from: heaven has spoken to
the chlldren of men o the day and
sge in which we live. He has zent
forth His angels who have commu-
nicated and restorod unto man tha
euthority of the Holy Prieathood
from benven, and through which
channel a sommunication has been
opened up bebtween tho heavens
and the earth, through which we
raay Jearn the mind and wiii of our
Heavenly Father concerning us,
His children. All people may learn
to know His mind and will concern-
ing them throughb this channel of the
Prieathood that hae been opened up
again in this the dispensation of the
fulness of times between the hea-
vena and the earth. Thatisa great
event to say nothing of snytbing
elze. Now, God having revealed
His mind and will concerning the
children of men, having sent torth
His angels and a testimony con-
cerning Himeelf, and the Gospel,
which 1s the power of Gud unto sal.
vation to all those who obey it, it
becomes binding upon the children
ofmen. Q@reat llght has come into
the world. As the Bavlor said;
“This ia the condemnstion, that
light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than
light, bLecauee thelr deeda were
evil.””  Tuls light reprovea the
world of sin and unrighteousness
and tells of judgments to come. It
is in force upon the whole human
family. It were better for thore
who lived before this great light
came into the world snd psesed
away without a knowledge of the
Gospel, than for thore who, having
been In the world when Lhese
events have transpired, and having
had an opportanity of receiving the
Goapel, refect 1; A great deal betler.
There is not &0 much responsibility
resfing npon them. They can be
offigiated for by their friends in the
Temples of the Moet High God,
whlich will be built and which are
bullt for the exXpress purpose of going
into them and performicg the ordi-
nances for the living and for the
dead, Theero thlngs nave besn res—
tored in this the dispensation of the
fulness of times. A knowledgs of
God has been restored, We know
how to repent of our sins. We
Enow how to gel them remitted.
We Hiave the privilego of knowing
osnoerning the power of Glod as it is
made mani e3t nponm the earth in
the herrts of the children of men,
which otliess have not bad the priv.
uege of Buowing for a great many
kundreds oI years, Wae have the
privilege of having part and lot in
this matier. A3 L observed before
we can be workera and ¢o-workers
for our Faiher in heaven if we will
only let Him work with us. Hels
the Master Workman; He is the
Great Architect, He ia the One who
is directing our labors; and if we
willgeek to obey His laws, If we
will walk in the path He marka out
for us o walkx In, if we will work
according to His ﬁlm in the balld-
ing up of HMis Kingdomn on the
earth, 8o as to bring timber to tim-
ber, and block to block, and every-
thing in its preper position and pro-
der place, according to the plan that
He devises, we may be insirumen-
tal in His hands of sccomplishing
this great work, giving the
glory whose Kingdom iz ia. There
18 glory enough for us to te the hon-
oied instrumente in His hands of
secomplizhing His purposes and es-
tablizhing His cause here gpon the
earth, even the cause of lruth and
righteousness, and bearing it oft
victorionsly againsi every obstacle
or fos that Iles In our pathway.
Theie isa honor enongh, 1 say, in be-
fog humble Instruments in His
Laids, and in having s lot and parg
jo this matter. [ have aiwaya Jelt,
ever since I became acguainted
with these principles, to make it
my life’s business—allowing no
other business to intsrvene—to work
for G3od and His Klngdom. Ies-
teem it a privilege and an honer to
do &0, *Wall,” says one, ‘“Dan’t it
bting you into difficulties? Have
yon not a greal miany things to en-
counte: thet you otherwise woald
not have to encounter? Isit nota
hard road to travel?” I do not know

that §t i, I bolleve the Latter-dsy

Bainta enjoy themselves better on
an average in the things of thie
world than any other people with
whom I am acquainted. If nobody
baot Latter-day Bainta had Jdiffi-
culties to enconnter in this life,then
people might talk.

I don’t often say moything in re-
gard to plural marriage; bot there
has been a great deal sald abont the
misery ¢! women in that erder.
Wel), if In monogamy women do
not bave any trouble, if it were all
serene In that order of marrisge—1o
cause of difference of feeling or of
jealousy—then there might ba eome
cause for this hue end cry. Peaple
imagine, you know, that ina man’
family whers there sare reveral
wives they must be very jeslous of
one another—that they munst tear
each other’s hair und all that kind
of thing. Well, as I have eaid, it
there was never any jealousy, or
any feelings cof unhappiness in
monogami¢ fumilles, then they
might eay something. I have
bad a little experienca both
ways, and thongh not a womaa, yet
I an bold to bear my tesf{imony that
thers is more happiness in the num-
ber of familles living in pluial mar-
ringe than there is in an equal num-
ber of families in theother condition-
And [ spesk from my own expeti-
ence in regerd o these matiera. [
think I lived ne happily in mono-
gamy ns anyvody, and 1 think, too,
thut [ live as happily in pluial mar-
rlage a8 anybody else.

I would like to have people renifze
that there is more happiness io do.
Ing rlght and in keeping the com-
mandments of God than is afforded
by the allurements offered in the
world or by the world that areof an
oppasite character, Itls very true a
grest mauy things that are counted
sing are not sins. I do not believe
that it is worth our while to make
sin of that that I8 no eln. There
are 8 great muny thiogs counted
sins Iin the Christian world that are
not sins at all. Why, there was a
great big devil in a very email fiddle,
in the estimatlon of miany people
where 1 was born and brought ap.
[ way taught to believe that a man
would surely go to hell that wounld
aitend a bali or theatre. It was
thought sinful fo do that. Well, I
do not koow but it Is asin to thoee
who make it so—to thuse who in-
dulge in sin, And so wilth 3 great
meny otbhwer things that are counted
gine that arenotsinain and of them-
selves, only as they sre madeso by
the hallucinations and foolish no-
tions of men, Pastime iaright and
proper, There 18 no sin in it only as
we make it 8. But we should have
our pastimes without gin. We
shonld have epjoyment, and there
in nothing that1s worth having that
is preclnded by the articles of our
faith aa Liatter-day Baints. I do not
know of a single enjoyment; I do
not know of s eingle thing that is a
blessing in reality, or that wili afford
any real or troe enjoyment to the
humsan mind, but what comes with.
in the purview of the Gospel. 1 be-
lieve that all enjoyments and all
blessings come_from God. The ad-
versary, it is true, somelimes per-
verts these thimgs, and people think
that they can bave s little enjoy-
ment In some of their excesges. It
may bring a little enfoy ment for the
time being, but it soon pasees away,
and leaves a feeling that it has net
been real and trtie enjoyment after
all. Therefore,* everything that
is worth having snd that aflorda real
enjoyment comes within the pur
view of my boly religion. Laiter-
day Baicis cau pass their time
pleasantly in enjoyment of every
kind ¢o long a: they will do without
«in, never forgetting Giod. Never
do anything—It is a pretly good rul
to go by—bul what you can zsk th
bleseing of God upon it to begin
with. Then it will bring paace, com-
fort and joy. o that I conclude on
the whole that there is just a3 much
happiness and pleasure 1n leading &
religious life—the li‘e of & Laiter-day
=ain{— as there iz in any octher pos-
ition in life that a person may find
himself in, I do not care whether it
is religivne or irreligious.

Notwithstanding all the contom-
ely, and all the oui-pourings of
wrath, and all the diffioulties with
which the Latter-day Sainis have to
oontend, we ecan lit up our
hearta and rejoics, trusting tn God
that all is Tight, feeling pretly com-
foriable as we passalong o the pres-
ent, and very comiortable with re-
gard to the rewards that le atthe
end of the race.

Let me assure you thers i8 no
other reiligton that is worth living
for other thau the one we have ®s:-
poused. AM the ordinsuces that
they profess in the seciarian worid
to perform are without the anthori-

iy of God, sud mankind, the world

‘e

over, are just ns well off without
them me they are with them. I de-
eign to be sweeplng in this—to in.
clade everything of that nature
Not but what the teaching of mora«
ity, of belief in God, of belief il
Jesns Christ and all of these things
ta good mo far as it goes; I do no
mean that; but I mean the ordinan!
ced that they perform; mankimd ig
Just ns well of and better off with
oat them than with them. Now, it
may require a Iittle explanation
to how munkind are better off with
out these ordinances. Man is na-
turally a religious being. He haa
something to eatisfy, = His heart
craves for something of a religiow
nature., He feels there is some bed
ing to worship, o some reverence
dne somewhere, Now, any syster]
that proposes to satisfy this craving
which {8 not of God and which is
notright only delades the individu,
al nnto a false theory and a fajse bey
lief, and at the same time partialiy
satisfles this eraving for light, truth
and knowledge, and for areverence
for some divine boing. In this way
L eay, the haman family are often
deluded, It makes them so satisfiec
that they ceate to seek for the trus
ligat, and they are thus led sstray.
Therefore it does ipjury. Man i
better without it than with it. 1
the prinolples of the holy Roapel, if
the Spirit of the Lord had a cle
shect to write upon =nd to make it
impressions, it could make lits iml
preesions gnicker than it conld do if*
the slute had to be washed so as tq
wipe out the marks slready imprin:
ted thereon. Therefore it would be;
better for mankind not to revelves
of this great superatructure that has
been resred In the midst of the
earth under the name of religions
forms, ceremonies and ordinances,
The world weuld be better off tol
day without it than they are with
1k.

Tiae whole system of Christianliy-
i a fallure so fur as stenrming the
tide of wickedness and corruption is
concerned, or turning men from
tielr evi! ways to living livea ol
righteousness before God our Hea-
venly Father, I would rather
preach the Gospel to a people whs
have not got any religion than I
would to a ople who have got o
great deal of religion. You take th
Catholic worldj What impression
can the truths of the Gospel mnk&
upon them a¢ a people? Bearcely!
any imapression at all. Wbhy? Be-l
cause they sare s=tisfled with whnz.l
they have got, which we know 1a an
error, and which fa not ealonlated ta
stem the tide of wickedners and
corruption which flocda the world.
Lt never will convert the worid to
God or His Klogdom, ot sonvey s
knowledge of God unto the children
of men, and it is life eternal tg
know H'im, the living and true God.
The Ohristianity of the period will
never make the people acquaintea
with God in the world. It wil
never bring them %o eternal life a=
spuken of iIn the Boriptures. It i-
an utter impcsibllity. In the fires
place tbhey do not know anythiog
about Gou, and, in the second place
they apparently don’t want to kno W]
anything about Him, They havg
reared A soperstrocture in the earth
whichis falee, It la and has been
a8 tremendous {|mposture to the
chiidren of men. Bome have come
out of it to a certain extent, seeing
Its incongruity, and yet they havd
floundered in the dark not knowinsg
what was ‘right; not having tha
knowledge of God whieh 18 neocesss
to obtain eternal life, they hajp
been toseed to and fro and carrigd
abont by every wind of dectring
without being able to find the tru
Many who have thus been flounde
ing are honest people; but the rg
called eystem of Christianity is no
only anerror and a snare, but is ¢
monetrous Injquity fastened upcd
the children of men throughout th
earth, No wonder that people b
come infidel. The ineonsls
and ineongruous nature of the syg
tem js ecough to make any bein
who ressons infldel. It was tim
the truth should be revealed; it we
time for the Lord to restore th
averiasting Gospel, for men wer
blind, Dsrkness covered the eart
even gross darkness the minds o

the peog]a in regard to religions sub
jects. Perhaps a darker time wa
never known sjnce the earth begs
its revolutions around the ann
From what I have read and fro
whal experience I have had in lifs
and the intelligence I possess,
make bold to give my testimon
that the darkest period the work
ever 8aw was when this work fire
commonced, when It was ms
Enown from heaven to J oseph Smi
It »83 no darker here, perhsgs
than in any other part of the wosl

but it wae just as dark in Christls |




