386

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

bying and legislation. The Ilumber
business amounts to about $5,000,000 a
¥Year. Leglslation, I judge, Is even
more profltable, for it costs about 337,-
000,000 annually to run the government,
and the total debt of the Canadian do-
minjon in 1896 was over $300,060,000.
This makes $60 for every ‘man, woman
and chiid In the dominfon, an average
of 3300 per famlily, an enormous debt,
to say the least. The annual charge
on the debt tn way of Interest iz more
than $10 a family, and the figures are
stlll going up. In a business of this
kind lobbying pays somewhat in pro-
portlon to the legislation, so, as far
as I can judge, the three businesses of
Ottawa must be thriving,

SLOT BOXES FOR CONDUCTORS.

Ottawa has a good system of street
car linea, The cars are moved by elec-
tricity, generated Ly the Chaudiere
falls, and the fare is flve cents a trip,
Each car has a motorman and a con-
ductor. The conductor collects the
fares, but he does not handle the
money. On entering the car at one
station I saw in one corner of It high
above the passengers’ heads what
looked to me to be a beer mug or steln
fitted into an iron ring placed for the
purpose in the walls of the car., When
the conductor entered he took down
this beer mug and poked it under my
nose. I then saw that the mug had a
top llke a2 boy's gsavings bank, and that
there was a slot In It for my five-cent
plece. I handed the conductor a dime.
He returned me two flve-cent pleces
and again flourished the steln under
my nose. I put one of the coinz In the
slot. It stuck, and it tock the conduc-
tor about five squares to shake jt to
the bottomn. It was the same with the
next nickel, and more than half of
the conductor’s time was s8pent In
shaking the coins through the slot,
The same method prevails in collect-
ing fares Iin Montreal, save that the
boxes there look more like flatirons
than beer mugs, and when the conduc-
tor approaches you with one of them
yvou fear he may be about to assault
you with some deadly weapon,

I took a look at the Parliament hous-
eg this afternoon. They are bullt upon
Parllament IT1)), just above the com-
mercial part of the town, and In ' as
commanding a location as I8 our Cap-
itol at Washington. The lawn about
them covers many acres, and it i as
velvety as that of an English park. At
the back, away below you, flows the
wide Ottawa river, its banks lined with
piles of lumber and its waters covered
with saw logs. Beyond you can See
for miles across the country. Beautl-
ful farms extend in every direction,
and above and below you flows the
river, Near by you hear the falling
of water. You walk to one slde of
the grounds and look down upon the
Rideau canal. The Parillament buifld-
ingas themselves make you think more
of a cathedral than a pgreat govern-
ment structure. They are based on
the Gothic architecture of the twelfth
centure and have many turrets and
towers. Thelr material 18 a eream-
colored sand stone, the arches over the
doors and windows belng of sand
stone of terra cotta red, so that the
whole forms a fine combination in
way of colors. The bulldings cover, I
judge, about half the area of our Cap-
itol of Washington. I entered at the
central door and made my way Into
the senate chamber, and from there
went into the house of commons. The
two houges are much alike. They are
Qothie chambers with cellings of glass.
The windows in the -walls are filled
with stalned glass, go that you think
yourself, at first, in a church. At one
end of each room is the throne, or
chalr for presiding officer, This chalr
is carved and there ls a royal coat of
arms above it. 'The speaker faces the
door, and there iz an aisle in front of
him which runs from his desk back to

the door. The seats rise on either side
of this aisle to the walls, the members
of one party having one slde of the
chamber and those of the other sitting
opposite. Parliament is not now In ses-
sion, and I cannot tell a3 to how a
real parliamentary scene looks.

The governor general of Canada
here takes the place of the queen. He
is, you know, appolnted Ly her at a
salary of fifty thousand dollars a year.
He lives at Rideau Hall, just outside
the capital, and entertalns magnifl-
cently. Lady Aberdeen is well-known
in the United States. Ag far as 1
can learn, both she and Lord Aber-
deen are much loved here. The gov-
ernor general has considerable power.
He nominates or appolnts the senate
as vacaneles occur. Senators hold their
terms for life, each province having
the right to so many senators. There
are now elghty-one senators in the Ca-
nadian parliament. Fach senzator must
be at least thirty years of age and he
must reside in the province for which
he is appointed, He must algo have
property to the amount of four thou-
sand dollars. The senate thus cor-
respods to the house of lords In the
Parllament of Engiand. The house of
commons is elected by the people, a
tertaln number of members being al-
lowed to each province, according to
the population. The speaker of the
house gets four thousand dollars a
year, or just half what Speaker Reed
recetves. Each member recelves ten
dollars per day, up to the end of thirty
days, and If a sessfon lasts longer than
this, the sum of one thousand dollars
constitutes hig salary for the session.
Every day that a member 1s absent
while the house 18 in session he is
find elght dollarg, unless he ¢can prove
that his absence was ¢aused by i{llness.
If the same law prevailed In the Unit-
ed States Congress, our House would
geldom lack a quorum. The governor
general of Canada haa twelve cabinet
ministers, each of whom gets Beven
thousand dollars a year, with the ex-
ception of the premtier, who recelves
elght thousand dollars, In addition to
this general government each of the
seven provinces of the Canadlan do-
minion has a =separate parliament of
its own. which manages its local af-
falrs. So you see the Canadlan gov-
ernment ig a sort of a cross between
that of the United States and that of
Great Britain, The government In
many respects treats Great Britain as
though It were a forefgn country. It
taxes imports from Great Britain just
as it does those of other countries,
and the money collected for taxes I8
spent In Canada, none of It going to
the mother country,

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

WOMEN CLIMBED POPOCATEPETL.

[San Francisco Examiner.]

Mrs. Carmen M. Llewellyn of this
eity and Mrs. Hubert Walthman of
Haywards have climbed the sides of
mighty Popocatepet! and stood wupon
its summit. Surrounded by the sul-
phurous vapors from the volcano that
slumbers beneath the snow, they have
looked out upon the world, from the
highest point on the American conti-
nent, awe-stricken by the mightiness
of the works of nature. Thelr experi-
ence was one of a lfetime. Both wo-
men are members of the Sorosis elub
of this city, the members of which are
justly proud of the honors gained by
the daring mountain cilmbers. In a
letter, written In the City of Mexleo
on July 23rd to a member of Horosis.
Mrs. Llewellyn describes the trip in an
interestlng manner, and gives some
valuable hints to travelers who may
contemplate an assault upon the rug-
ged and dangerous slopeg of the great
volcano.

the ascent of Popocatepet],”’she writes
“do not give your friends time to dis.
courage you; but go as we dild—at a
day’s notice. Our outfit consisted in
the main of extra heavy flannels
sweaters, leggings, dark thick vells
and smoked glases, Each of us also
had a palr of warm blankets, wrapped
in a '‘pancho’—sa plece of rubber, about
two and a half yards square, made
like a serape. The pancho is 'neces«
sary to protect one from the raixd,
which may be expected every after-
noon during the Summer sepgon. We
took the mosat nourishing food we
could carry in a small space, the sup-
plies included malted milk, beef ex-
tr%‘?: %ngi coftee."
e ladies started from th

Mexico at 7 o'elock in the m:rnf:!:r:gyfg:
Amecamecn, whieh nestles at the foot
of the mountain slope. They arrived
there belwen % and 10 o'cloeck and en-
gaged rooms at the hotel. They were
fortunate in having a letter from
General Ochor, who ownes the erater
to his agent at Amecameca, r-eo:om-I
mending the party to the lgtter's at-
tentlon. The agent procured horses
for the trip, and at 2 o’elock im the
afternoon the cavalcade wasg ready for
the ascent.

Mrs. Llewellyn and Mrs. Wailthman
were escorted by R. 0. Rengud of the
the city of Mexico. The women’s an-
imals had men's saddles, the only
kind procurable in that part of the
country. There were three guldes, on
foot, & pack mule, which required. the
combined efforts of a masn and a boy
to drive it, and, last of all, a major
domo, called simply the *“Senor,” who
acted as the general guyperintendent
of the entlre outfit. The women's pan-
chos were tied on the pack mule, the
“Senor’” gave the word, the mule
drivers cracked their whips over the

one patient animal, and the adven-
turers set forth.
The objective point was a ecabin,

seven leagues distant, where the party
intended to pass the night.

“Our road led over a rough moun-
tain trail,’” writes Mrs. Tlewellyn.
"through narrow barraneas, where we
could almost reach out on either side
and gather the ferns and maiden-hair,
We tolled our way across streams and
through woods of fir and pine, which
lack the apley aroma of our northern
fbrests, getting glimpses, now ana
again, of the beaatiful valley below,
The great white volcano rose in all his
might before us, his had veiled in
fleecy cloud. Along the way we found
luxuriant wild flowers—penstemans,
forget-me-nots, daisies, fuchsias, cos-
mos, the yellow cetauria—a huge,
downy thistle, resembling the bloom
of the artichoke—and the large thorn
poppy. One misses animal life in
these mountains—the sudden rabbit,
the road runners, the chatter of squir-
rels apd the whirr of insect life. AlL
iz gilent. The trees became smaller,
and more scattering, until, at 7 o'clock,
we reached the cabln above the tim-
ber line.”

This lonely cabin upon the bleak
mountain side Is but a rough shelter
at best. It was formerly used for
refinihg the sulphur taken from the
erater. Under the *Senor’s” directlon,
the guldes bullt a filre, at whioh a
meal was prépared. Then the men
made for the women the leather san-
dals for use in the hard eclimb of the
morrow. That belng done, the weaty
travelers rolled themeseives in their
blankets and with their feet to the fire
endeavored to sleep,

They passed a restless night,.for the
raln came down in torrents and
poured through the chinks of the
weather-beaten cabin, The panchos
proved but a poor protection, under
the eclireumetances, and at 3 o'clock
in the morning the two members of

" “Tf you ever contemplate maklnglthe Sorosis club gladly arose, shook
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