TH

"I'HE DESERET WEEKLY.

marked: “They are all gone. Oh !trouble, though litile children were!the entire valley eanpot be less than

(Goll be merciful to them! My hus-
band and my seven dear little chil-
dren have been Bwept away down
with the flood. We were driven to
a parret and the water followed ue
there. It was denth to remain, so I
rafsed the windew and one by one
placed my darling scuns on the drift-
wood, trusting to the great Creator. |
As T liberated the last ope, my
sweet little boy, he looked nt mennd
said, ‘Mamman, you always told me
the Lord would eare for me. Will
He care for ine now?’ I anw him
drift away with his Joving face
turned toward me, and with a pray-
er on my lips {or his deliverance, he
passed from my sight forever, 'i‘iluj
next moment the roof crushed in,
and I flonted oulside to be resecied |
fifteen minutes Iater on the roof of
a house near Morenville. If 1 could |
find oue of my darlings I could how
to the will of *God. I have lost
everything in the world but my
life.”*

A handsome woman wandered
through the depot where the bodies
lay. Presiog from one to auother
she finally lifted a paper covering
from the face of n young woman
with traces of beauty showing
through the staing of the muddy
water. With n ery of anguish she
reeled backward, to be caught by a
man who chanced to be passing. In
a moment or 80 she had calmei! her-
self sufficiently to take one more
dook at the features of her dead.
Bhe stood gazing at the unfortunate
and dend woman, who was a sister
of the mourner, uatil the body as

lnced in a coffin o few minutes
ater and sent away. ’

These are n fair sample of in-
stances nnd scenes familiar at every
turn in thie stricken city. The loss
of life is simply dreadful. The most
eonser vative people declare that the
number will reach 5000; but it is
about certain that the Jisf of the lost |
will never be made complete,

The herrors of the situation were
intensified by the robbing of the
dead, whichi was extensively cnr-
ried on. Human vultures ap-
proached corpees, rifled the pockets
of dead men, taking money,
watches, cte., and stealing finger |
riogs, carrings and other valuzbles
fromm the bodies of
would seem that some sense of awe,
inspired by the appalling visitation,
would restrain even thieves, but in- |
stead of this being the case, scores
of seoundrels Nocked from neigh-
boring clties, appareotly for %he
hu rpose of preying upon the corpses
hey might ruu across,

On the afternvon of June 2, ut.|
Johinstown, hunger was ndded as a
lending element of the horror of the
situation. Famishing crowds sur-|
rouudel the freight cars that were |
belnyg fitted to feed the hiungry, and |
shouted for bread. At first those
in charge tossed the provisions into
the crowd, and an awful scramble
followed. Chiliren were trampled
under feet, and women were unable
to get food, though they necded it
corse. Finally the Alleghany and
Pittsburg police stopped the throw-
ing of the fuod and forced the
crowd to paes in single flle before re-

erying for bread. “Where’s that
child without stockinge?® called: out
1 commitiee man from a eare filled
with elothing. There were a dozen
shivering little girls in sight and as
meny poorly clothed to protect them
from the weather, It was very cold

and many women and ehildren were | sank  beneath ''the current,

sutlering.

Coffins by the enr lond were

[shipped frem Pittsburg and other

pointe to where large numbers of
corpses were. At ope time 2,200
eofiine left Pittsbnrg tor Johnstown.
The Iatter place was, on June 8, de-
seribed as seemipng like a great
tomb. The people had supped so
full of horrors that they went about
in asort of a daze, and only half

conscious of their griefa. At every
hiour, a8 one went through the
streets, he could bhear neighbors

greeting cach other and inquring,
without 4 show of feeling how many
vach had lost in his family. A cor-
respondent heard a  gray - baired
man hail another neross  the
ptreet with thie question: I Jost
five; all are gone but Mary and
I, was the re?] . “I am worse off
than that,* sald the fist old man,
“I have ouly my grandson leit;
seven of us aregone,’ and so they
passed on without apparent excite-
ment. They and everyone elss had
heard so much of these melancholy
conversations that somehow the
calamity had lost its significance to
them. They treated It exactly as if
the dend persons had goneaway and
were coming back in o week.

Men from the surrounding coun-
try districts flocked to Johnstown to
see the effects of the calamity.
Many of these Indulged in drinking,
apparently for the pur of brae-
ing up their nerves, until there were
so many drunken men in the town
that the police had to compel all
visitors to Jenve who could not give
a satisfactory reason for their pres-
ence. The scenes of drunkenness
which ocecurred, however, and
which were witnessed on the coun-
try roads, after this .action ef the
police, coustituted nuother horrible
fenture of the situation.

As is apparent from the nature
and extent of’u calamity, there I8
great difficuim®

women. It |the lossof life. Upou this poiut a|son
[ aware that Judge Sandford had pro-

dispatcl dated June 3, says:

Developments every hour make
it more apparent that the exnact
number of lives lost in the Johns-
town horror will never be known,
and the estimates will doubtless be
feund to have been too small. Over
1800 bodies have been found since
suurise today,nand the most skeptical
concede the remaine of thousands
more beneath the debris above
Johnstown bridge. The population
of Johnstown, surrounding towns,
and the portion of the valley af-
fected by the flood is, or was, from
B0.00O to 55,000

Associated Press representatives
today interviewed n number of lead-
ing citizens of Jolhingtown wiio sur-
vived the flood, and their opinion

'wns thatfully 30 per cent of the

residents of Johnstown and Cam-
brin had been vietis of the coun-
tinued diraster of fire and water. If

7000 or 8000, and possibly much
rrenter. Of the thourands who were
%le voured by flames, and whose nshes
rest beneath smoliing debris about
Jownstown bridge, no information
cnn be obtnined, nm little will ever
Lbe learned ofy the huundreds who
an

were borne swiftly down the Con-
nemaugh only to be deposited npon
the banks and the drift-wood of
the raging Ohio. Probably one-
third of the dead will never b re-
covered, and it will take 2 list of the
miesing weeks henee to ennble eved
a close estimate to be made of the
number of lives that were snuffed
out in that hour. That this estimate
¢an never he nccurate is understood

when it is remnernbered that in many”

instinces whole familive and their
relatives were swept nway and found
a comnion grave bepeath the wild
waste of the watere. The total de-
struction of the eity lenves po data
to even demonstrate that the names
of these unfortunates have evel
found aplace on the pages of eternal
history.

«A]] indicatione point to the fact
thas the death list will reach over
5000, and i my opinion the missing
will reach 8000 in number>® de-
clared General Hastings tonight.

The heavy mips extended into
Maryland, Virginia and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and rivers and
gtrenms in all this reglon were great-
ly swollen. In Harrishurg, Wash-
ington, and many other cities and
towns, damage, aggregating mil-
lions of dollars, was done; but no
serious loss of life, excePt on the
Cobnemaugh rver in Penpsylva-
nin, has beun reported

In many leading ecities of the
Unjen, and in ];leglnndh.ml\d IG!::;-,
many, subscriptions, which hn
nlrea'rf’y nggru%nted hundreds of
thousande of dollars, have heen
taken for the relief of the sufferer
in the fluoded districts.

SANDFORD REMOVED.

On Monday of last week the NEwS
slated that Judge Sandford®s retire-
ment from the chief justlecship of

in approximating | (Jtah was becnuse Pi’resident Harri-

had requested it. We ‘wer®
mred his resignation March st
wt, 08 it was rumored that com-
plaints had been made ngainst hm
and his resignation was proles

pgainst by prominent members of
the bar, the judge did not propose
to retiro under fire, and withheld
his letter. Bubsequently eame the
corrvspondence with the Attorney-
Generul. but as Judge Ssndford did
not desire at that time to have &t
statement of his course made in the
public press, the matter was not
further gone into. Now, however,
what occurred between the chic
justice and the adminisiration Is a
public record, and we give it here-
with. A perusal of the correspon-
denee will inerease the genuine ads
miration for the manly and shie
course of Judge Bandford, both a8
regards his vonduct on the hg:uch
and his tilt with the administraion.

celving It. Then there was no more [ thie be true, the total loss of live in | while it ¢an bave but the opposite



