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MISCELLANEOUS.

Written for thiz Paper.

WILLIAM B, ALLISON.

(Copyrighted by Frank G. Carpenter, 1895.}

* spent an evening
not long ago with
Senator William
B. Allison. He
lives on Vermont
avenue, within a
three minutes’

‘a‘,"r:"‘ ., walk ot the White
& ,’z/ House, in one of
ke . tihe miost tashion-

able pa-rls of the city. The houses

about his Washington home are com-
paratively new, but nearly every one of
them has a famous resident and each ol
the older places has had its history.
Just above 15 the red brick house which
{}lstin S. Morrill. the oldest man in the

nited States Senate, has occupied for
years. Just below is the big Frick in
which Secretary Charles Foster lived
when he was carrying the burden of the
United States treasury and a secret load
of personal financial ruin through the

smiles and quirks of Washington
society. Across the way, on the corner
of 14th street, is the old home of Gen.

Bob Schenck, now changed into a flat,
with a flower store and a wine shop in
the basement. [n the block below fives
Senator McMillan of bichigan, in an
$50,000 brick maunsion, and around the
corner on Massachusetts avenue are the
houses of a baker's dozen of Supreme
Court iustices,"ipmous senators and rich
literary men. Senator Allison’s house
is one of the plainest of the neighbor-
hood. It isa white three-story brick,
built in the conventional style, with a
big parlor in the [ront, a library at the
track and a dining room somewhere in
the rear- It is well furnished, and iis
walls are covered with choice engrav-
ings and good paintings.

SENATOR ALLISON IN 18g5.

It was in the library that I met the
Senator. He is one of the healthiest
looking men in public life. He is now
sixty-six,but he is in splendid condition,
both physically and intellectually, and
I might also say psychically. He has
always cullivated looking at matters in
a common-sense, conservative way, and
while he has been a hard worker and a
tairly good liver, his life has beeman
even one, and he has not allowed the
chase for the dollar nor the ambitions
of politics to contract and disturt s
soul. He is clear headed and clean.
_Always well dressed, he makes you
think of a New York club man or
banker rather than of the average
American statesman. His black clothes
are well cut, and the linen of his shirt
and his broad expansive collai, which
exceeds even that of William M. Evarts
in size, is of the finest materlal and as
white as the driven snow. His hair
iwithin the last year has perceptibly
whitened, and it is fast becoming iron
gzray. His eye however, is bright, and
the rosy corpuscles that shloe through
his fair skin show that his blood is full
.of iron. He has a strong face. His

' motives of our great men.

'orehead is very broad and above tlie
average beighth. His nose is large, and
his mouth and lower jaw are indicative
of determipation and will. He is a
good story teller, and he has a hearty
laugh. His voice is deep and strong.
His words come slowly, but he seldom
makes a mistake, and the sentences of
his private conversation are almost as
rounded as those which he delivers on
the fioor of the Senate. He was sitting
at atable with a box ot cigars and a
pile of papers beside him when I called,
and be smoked as he talked.

VALUABLE HISTORICAL PAPERS.

As I look ed at the papers I thought of
a call which I recently made on Senator
John Sherman, whem Itound working
over the manuscripts of his past, and [
asked Senator Allison what bad been
his babit in regard to keeping papers
and data concerning the historic events
of which he has lormed so great a part.
He replied that he had preserved some

letters, but that he had never kept a

daily journal.

“I am sorry,” said he, ‘‘that | have
never kept a aiari. I have kept papers
somewhat, and [ have a large amount of
correspondence scattered through my
boxes. | may write my memoirs in my
old age. I imagine it would be rather
pleasant work. My attention was called
to it by the recent death of my collea-
gue, Senator Wilson. [ had to wrte
something concerning bim, and it was
in doing this that the past came up be-
fore me. For thirty years back I have
known every maon who has been con-
nected with our public aflairs. [ have
known the inside of things, and the
Ihave been,
as it were, behind the scenes, and there
are many things that have never.been
published which it seems to me would
make inieresting reading. | am oot
thinking ot writing now, and I don’t
know that I ever will write. But the
task strikes me as a pleasant one.”

THE CONVENTION OF 1860.

*Tell me, Senator, about your first
connection with politics.”

‘I can give vou my first political
office,” replied Senator Allison. ‘It
was as one of the tally secretaries of the
convention of 1860, which nominated
President Lincoln. 1 was born and
educated, you koow, in Ohio, and after
my graduation at the Western Reserve
College, 1 began the practice of the law
at the little town of Ashland, some-
where near, the center of the state. It
is just about fiftcen miles trom Mans-
field, whence John Sherman comes. and
where the late Samuel . Kirkwood
used to practice law belore he went o
Iowa. lowa, you know, is settled large-
iy by Ohio people, and after I had
practiced law for a time at Ashland I
got the western fever and went out
there. This wasin 1857. [ was republi-
can in my tendencies, and though I was
practicing law [ was much interested in
politics, and I was made one of the
deligates to this convention in 1860.

"For sonie reason or other, they made
me one of the 1ally clerks. [sat right
In front of George Ashmun of Mass-
achusetts, who was the president of the
convention, and I believe that I gave to
him the first news of Lincoln’s nomina-

i
ticn. I kept footing up the figures as
they came in, and some time betore the
members of the convention were aware
of the fact [ saw that Lincoln woujd be
elected, and [ turned about and told Mr.
Ashmun the fact. A few momeants later
the convention realized it, and theo en-
sued one of the most wonderfu! scencs
of our history. The convention was
held in the old Wigwam in Chicago,
and there were about ten thousand peo-
ple present. When the vote was an-
nounced a scream went up from thous-
ands of throats, and fullv one thonsand
hats wrre thrown into the air. It
rained hats for several minutes after the
avnouncement, aod | can still see the
hats rising and falling. The people lost
control of themselves, and [ have often
wondered what became of those hats,
for there was not much possibility of
recovering your hat in a mob like that.”

110w HE CAME TO CONGRESS.

""How did you happen to come to
Congress, Senator?"’

“Well,” replied Senator Allison, ‘'that
is something of a story. I don’t think+l.
was ambitious to be a politician. |
certainly made no effort to secure my
first oomination, and it came about in-
directly through the influence and pres-
tige which I acquired by being the triend
of Samuel |. &irkwood, who was then
governor of lowa. As soon as he was
elected he put me on his staff, and at
the outbreak of the war he directed me
to raise” some regiments for the army.
My territory was norih Iowa, and I had
organized three regiments along in 1861,
when I was taken sick, and for a year I
was unable to do anything. As soon as
1 recovered Governor Kirkwood put me
again at work, and I raised three more
regiments, or six regiments in all. This
was in 1862, and it was just about thie
time of nominating members of Con-
gress. The candidate for nomination of
the republican party from our-country
was an extremely radical man. He
wanted slavery abolished at once, and
wanted the President to adopt the most
extreme measures as to the carrying on
ot the war. [ was a little more conser-
vative, and the large conservative ele-
ment of the district madec me their can-
didate. The resuit was that I was
nominated, anod the opposing demo-
cratic candidate was an editor, who was
then In jall on account of disloyalty.
He had been ordered there by Secretary
Stanton, and the issue was a straight
one of {or the Union or against it.

VOTING IOWA SOLDIERS IN THE WIELD.

""You can hardly imagine toda‘y the
situation im 1862 63, Senator Allison
continued. "The democratic party was
strong, and the republican party had
been depleted by the volunteers tor the
war, which had, you know, been called
for again and again.

“In organizing my regiments for the
army, I noted that nine tenths of them
were republicans, and in looking over
the congressional fieid I tound that if all
these votez were to be lost, | would
probably be defeated. The men were
to go away to the field i a tew days. If
1 could have their votes, | would be
elected. How to ge: them ]l did not
know. | worried over the matter, and
finally decided that if their votes could
be taken in the field, it would save not
only this congressional district to the
republican party, but others in diferent
parts of lowa. [t was then a recess of
the legislature, however, and- such a
measure would require legislative action.
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