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[bhe remarks of Elder J. R. Clawson are
~udeulsted to foreibly impress upon our
minds the importance of fulflliing our cov-
snant, which has been so often remewed,
and which was first made within the walls
f the Temple at Nauvoo,—that we would
cercise our Influence and pro and
s oir utmost powers to gather the Saints
;tu bogdage to & ah=iter in thonouty
sountaine. This covenant was aade ia
_nat sscred bullding which had Soet us so
Loh labor and sacrifice to bulld, when our
vrophet and Patriarch bhad been murdered,
swlreds of our houses burned, the life of
,eey faithful elder jeopardized, and
atile forces surrounded us on every
\ ot though we are now surrounded -
imstances 0 very different in their char-
wier, aod we, peradventure, can notl aee
.be same urgent necessity for gathering the
Saints: that necessity, nevertheloss, still ex-
wsta, and we ought to remember ocur cove-
mante,
Wea have done much, yeot much remains
¢ ba done, and I hope that the Elders in
[«rael who have been privileged to go on
1l -sions, and those who have not, will all
romem ber and contribute liberally of their
mivans antil «ll whoe have proved them-
melves fithiul and troe amoog the nations
<hall be relieved from bondagn and gath-
ored to inherit the blessingws of freedom in
this land,

“The word Lthat [salal !he son of Amox saw
covaced ning Judah and Jerusalem.

“Auvd it sball eome 1D t_ In Lbe jast days,
thebihe moantaln of Lne s house ahall be
cstmhlished la the top of the mountams, and
«hiail D= exalted above the hilis; and =a'l e~

Lioes shall Qow anlo dr.
And many people shall go and say, som - ye,

nd let a8 hlﬂ"mmml“.m
? v lpovage .'flz God of Jacoby sivd he wiil temch

s of his ways, and we will walx in his patba:

“r et forth the law and the
A e e rnmtons.

AL the time the covenant 1 have roferrved
to, to help one another to gather to the
Rooky >ountains, —was made, we were
surrounded by very singular and unforta-
nate circumstances. Wo were in Illinols,
a free State, and under s Constitution that
xuarmntesd ns freedom of faith and thought,
and, in fisct, every liberty that could be de-
sired by those who wished to do right. We
were an industrious and law-abiding peo-
ple, being, on all matters of this choracter,
above suspicion. Wo were the most indas-
irlous and persevering citizens omn the
Mississippi river, as our works plainly
showed to the passer-by. Out of a
swamp and & wilderneas we had erected a
l-esatiful city, crowned by a magnificent
Temple, and turned a wild country into
gardens] orchards, farms and pleasare
grounds in an incredibly short spaee of
time, and under wvery adverse circum-
stances. Religious intolerance had mur-
dered our Prophet and Patriarch and
lighted & fame that had consumed hun-
{reds of our dwellings to sshes; many of
ar barns, grain stacks and fances had also
heen givem a prey to the devouring element
and a great number of our people, seattered
around in that region, had to flee into the
city for protection, leaving their property
to the mercy of thelr persecutors. A con-
veation of delegates, from nine counties,
bad fraamed s decrews and formsed a resoln-
tion that the Latter-day Saints must leave
the State on pain of extermination. Thom-
a4 Ford, the Governor, through General
John J. Hardin and Hon. Stephen A.
Dougilass, had informed us that it was im-
posaible for us to be protected in the State
under the circumstanoces. We bad pre-
viously sent petitions to the Governor
of every State in the Unilon, ex-
sept the Goavermor of Missouri; also to
‘he President of the TUnited States,
siking for an ssylum and protection from
persocution and that our people might be
permitted to reside in their States, and en-
oy the common rights guaranteed to Amer-
ican citizsens by the Constitation. Only
one deigned to send us an answer, that was
Arkaosss. CGovermor Drew, of that Stale,
wivised us to go to Oregon,

An srrangement was entored into with
the leaders of the mob ia IMinois that, on
~ondition that all vexatious Iswsaits should
be stopped sad meb viclence sud bhouse-
burniog cease, we wouid leave the State,
but bafore doing so, we woald, at whatever
vost, inish the Temple. One of the condi-
uons of this agreement was that the lead-
»r of tha mob should aid us in dispoaing
of our lmmense property.

Notwithstanding this it was but a short
time before murder and the firebrand were
sgain resorted to by the mob against us,
and the venerable ElMer Edmund Durfee

ol into wagods, snd thousands of
ons were built in the full and
lor of 1845-6. The Mississlippi river
vlosed up, rendering it impossible to get
all the lron that was neoded in their com-
siruction. All the iron that could be got in
the t>wna of the neighborhood slong the
fiver had been bought and used, and the
residue of the wagous made at that time,
‘ustend of having the necessary iron work,
wers fixed 9p with rawbide, Mokory withes
“ad every other simple lmvention thst
would NN, anawer the m“’
Vagons made the whale journey, from the
Missinaigpl 1o this valley without irem

g
win-
wWas
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e ‘houses, and much propest§ whio
it had taken years to sccumuiste. :
as could took a fow of thelir best articles,

tion of them om the ice. I remember,
clearly, the feelings that thrilled Owough
my breast, when I turned my little family,
—{feeble in health —out of doors Into a bor-

rowed wagon to commence the lonnnyb”'

ward, As early as the 14th of April, s

the Roeky Mountains in the midst of an
inclement winter., Sach

tarsl taste nod skill, and which had cost ds
nearly s million dollars. \\ ¢ bade farewsll
to all, and pursued our journey. About
ity miles took us beyond the last

ment into the wilderness portion of loway
without roads or bridges, & journey of un-
known length before us and apparently mo
posaibility of obtaining the necessaries of
life. During the Spring, which seemed to
be the most rainy, stormy and inclement T
avor knew, the sufferings of the camp were
intense. We sustained our animals with
grain thal we carried with asand with the
brush that we could obtain along the
sireames; occasionally we sent down to the
northern seitlements of Missouri and ob-
taiced small sapplies, In this way we

traveled slowly along westward, saking

Nodaway sad the Nishnebatons, which re-
quired considerable labor. Ourtesms were
s0 weak that we were frequently com palled
to double,~that is, we took = fow wagons
two or three miles with double teams, when,
unhitching them, we would return for a
fow more and so continued until all were in
oamp. In this manner we worked oar way
through the wilderness portion of Iowa
until we reached Council Bluffs, which was
aboat the Iast of Jane or early in July.

When we reached the Missouri river, at
the place where the city of Omahs nhow
stands, we bullt a ferry boat and had ferried
over a few hundred wagons, when we were
visited by Captain James Allen, a United
States officer,with a requisition upon us for
five hundrad men to maintain our country’s
flag in the war against Mexico. They were
required to march, as infantry, by way of
Santa Fe. These men were mustered into
service om the 18th of July and marched to
Leavenworth, a distance of about 180 miles.
There they received the arms and accoutre-
meaia of infantry, and soon alter continued
their journey. Before doing so, however,
all who were not considered in every way
competent for the journey were sent back;
the battalion continued their jourmey, over
A roule of about 1,550 miles through an un-
known desert, to San Diego. I presume
that the history of nations might be searched
in vain for a paraliel to thia march of Infan-
try under suach adverse circumstances.
These men were sometimes of hall rations,
and sometimes on quarter rations, and oc-
casionally without any; and the blessings
of the Almighty, were as apparent 0 many
of them in their preservation, and as won-
derful, as the preservation of the Children
of Jarael by showers of manna when in the
wilderness on thelr journey from Egypt to
the Holy Land. .
Up to the period thsat this battalion left it
had been the intention te pusir forward to
the Rocky Mountains a company having
bﬂmwmﬂmﬁt“m
But ss it was then late in the season, and

the eamp was badly crippled by the loss of

so many efficient men, it was considered)
absolutely necessary to remain on the Mis-
souri during that winter. A town site waa

surveyed, which we called Winter Quar-
tess, now known as Florence, Nebraska.
There seven hundred log 'W :
ted and ome hundred and dug-outs.es
we called them, were made, that is a cabin
balf under ground. On the opposite side
of the river camps were probably
twenty different loealitien on fhe Pottawat-
tamio laads, the settloments then formed
having since grown to be the towns and
villages of the present day. * Grest quanti-
ties of prairie hay were cuf, but most of
the aninals were driven up the Missouri
River and wintered on the rush bottoms,
with some loss. The people were under
the of obiaining their supplics
trinkets, jewelry, bedding and the most
valuable articles they _brought with
them from Nsuvoo. at that time
was about as interesting tojour people as
Egypt was anciently to Jacob: there
corn and pork in Missouri. Many of the
teams were engaged throaugh the winter in
supplying the camp with previsions, which
had been rendered very destitute by the
journey ofthe spring and summer. A thou-
sand scres of land had been put under cul-
tivation at two points where settlements
bad been formed, to sustain them through
the winter; ono of these places was called
Garden Grove, and was on the east fork of
Grand River; the other, on the weat fork
of the samie river, wayealled Plagais. When
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We had barely got. our cabina finiahed
Winter Quarters when a very lmportant

were on the Indian lands, and we must

Wb | loon, if they should happen to land in

that in themorning,

e o L B

up and set on their feet; but the whole com-
pany.and all the animals exceptthosetaken
by the Indians, reached Winter Quarters in
safety, and were recruited up and ready for

& road .om the north side for upwards
six hundred miles, until we reached
Laramie; then we crossed over to the south

trappers’ trail, mending and improving the
same, where necessary, as we went along.

The plains for hundreds of miles, were
covered with buffalo, and s0 numerous
Lm&m animals that we often had a
dificulty in keeping our animals from
running off in their herds. We were also
surrounded at times with immense bands
of Indians, who manifested a disposition
'anything but kindly; but our organization
was 8o complete that we were able to pro-
tect ourselves. When we reached Bridger
we struck off for the lake. We had no
guide on the journey. Brigham Young
was our pilot and God was our guide, and
we were determined to find a place some-
where on the face of the earth that nobody
would covet. We had made fine farms,
handsome houses and beautiful improve-
ments five different times and had been
driven from them through religious intole-
rance; this time we were determined to
get 80 far away and into such an inhospitable
desert that none would covet it,

here was very great; and while performing
this we were suticipating that the day was
not far distant when a railroad would be
constructed over the whole route. During
our journey we located a route for it, and
the railroad now completed, in many parts,
has adopted our trail, and would have done
much better to have followed us in many
other parts.

When we arrived on this spot, om July
24th, 1847, the ground was dry and barren;
there were no trees, and scarcely the least
sign of any kind of vegetation. The ground
was covered with large black crickets,
which had eaten up what little vegetation
bhad grown in the spring. There were a
fow willows along the edges of the creek,
but the vegetation was not a rod wide,
Providenoce, however, had guided us here.
During the troubles and sorrows that had
sarrounded the Saints, President Young
had a vision, opening out to him this spot,
and when he reached it, pointing to Ensign
Peak, sald he, “I want to stay here.” He
also told the brethren that they might ex-
plare the country in every direction, but
they would all come back and say this spot
was the best,

We built a dam and turned out the City
Creek and planted along its sides a few
potatoes and other things; but beyond a
fow of the potatoes, which grew to be about
the size of chestnuts, our cultivation the
flret poar was a failure. '.-L&M
from the Temple block to where the 6th
Wazd pow is, and turned the whole
into it, but the ground wus so dry that
took two or three days for the water to settle
the soll #0 that it would run that distance.
Some of the brethren got long fisces over it,
and sald “weahall never be able to irrigate
here.” Nota man had ever seen irrigatien
done or knew anything sbout it But

sterile desert to contemd with and over-
«©wome, we rejoloed greatly over the fact that
there was no mob to disturb us, the only
denizens of the country, besides ourselves,
being a fow naked Indians, who seemed
inclined to steal, the mountain goat and

grizzly bear.

We laid out and surveyed a fort, and com-
manced bullding, with logs from Red Bute
Canon, To get out timber from the canons,
was 1o work of grest difficulty and labor;
oven now, after years of labor in making
roads snd bridges, every man who fetches
lumber from these canotis pays forit richly
in hard labor; but the toil and trotuble re-
quisite now are nothing in comparison to
then, We built a large portion of our fort
with adobles or sundried brick. Some of
our party went to the Twin Peaks and car-
ried s barometer with them to ascertain
their beight. Some of otr friends who
visit us now at this season of the year, and
seo the snow on those Peaks feel a desire to
visit them. It is much more easy to do it
now than them, but to do it now with any
degree of comfort thay would need a bal-

some of the hollows up there they might
AR e recding of the Sesmiotis Showit
think the reading of the showed
that they were 11,800 feet above the level of
the sea; we, here, are aboat 4,300 feet above
sca lovel.

After our company had remained here
about a mouth it was deemed necessary for
a portion to go back to our families on the
Misseuri River, and one party started out
with oxen and the other with horses. I

invalid portion of the Mormon

arrivals had increased our numbers, mak-

)| the return journey by the following Spring.
On our way down we passed six hundred

The labor in making s road from Bridger | ©

while we had all the disadvantages of = | began

wagons en roufe for this place; woe meot the
first party at Groen River and the last at
the South Pass, They reached here that
fall - amd lived in the fort thai winter, en-
larging it by enclosing about thirty acres

There were both Ute and Shoshone Indi-
ans in the mountains, and they were said

start, to place ourselves in a state of pro-
tection and safety,so far as they were con-
cerned, and then by a course of justice and

uprightness to maintain friendly relations
with them.

On leaving the Mtl;_-ouri river, it was 3.
siderad necessary msan to e
three hundred undl":?m for
each one of his ily; also his seed grain
and imploments of husbandry, and arms
and ammunition for the journev. It was
the anderstanding, among our people, that
no man should with less; but a great
many of the Mississippi company, portions
of the battalion, some others came in
here almost without provisions. You could
see the people turn aut of the fort in the
morning
their little sticks or
thistle roots, or
that the wild Indians

oloing ull:f
Lho had ven

- we should be placed, we
hould break and perish. However our
- rou and the division
of ff and other WAaS Car-

ried on to the nicest e very

fleld south of this city was put under culti-
vation, with s fence eleven miles long,—the
mountains on one side and the fence on the
other. The streams were turned from their
beds into differen: parts of this fleld, and
there seemed to bommolpmlpootlofuom .
But myriads of

voraciouns ap
moua and the growing crops,
and tens of thousands of young nursery
trees, which had been planted and were
promisiag to do well. The brethren fo
these foes with every )

They cut ditches and t the water into
them, thinking that would stop their pro-
gress; but the crickets were smart enough
to eross them, would cross a consider-

devoured everything
< and it seemed as if the colon

must perish, for it was nearly out of provi-
sions, and what little was w was
being devoured., After all efforts to destroy
these pesta had been baffled and pronounc-
od hopeless, God, in His mercy, sent gulls
and they devoured them. It was ed
by the people as a dispensation of vi-
denoce; and, singularly enough, these gulls
have not visited us since, or but very few
of them. On that oon-nlomowovor, they
destroyed the arickets. y would eat
ed, and then, vomiting them, the

would eat again, and so continued un

%?ﬂl'd! cleared feldss The orick-
ots e  thelr w
and injured thé ;ai‘in pluces “since that

time, but never to so Et an extent, _
n, & that was sowd (e
hand; thé

tion, much of the
first year had to bﬁnllad b
ﬂ' w-hnﬂmu u!“n:t-bomt.‘

unevenly 0&' proper
watering. All these difficulties were ogier;
[T whic

the system of
Indkoholmedbyu ence, became
understood.

seem strange to many to realize
S now, every tree and bush, not ex-
ourrant or

bush, have their little ditch or water-course

from which they draw their moisture and
sn rt.

second year of the settlement here

the numbers were increased byt.hou-rtvd

of a thousand wagons, and by that time it

to be necessary to have some system

of ment established. p to
time ev man had doune about what was
right in

wara ons

ves of
n a convention of de
what was called the provi-

sional government of the State of

Our settlements had begun to
is, outside settlements had been
in Davis county, a amall one in )

, and another one in Utah county.
of the United
it while this
. We

to be hostile; it was our policy, from the | &

SR e
ordered us dlbbn."ﬂ
the

requisition the War y

d<-dm
got out of of
a4 of the way. !ll"a |
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company, and when fully o

moved out by
the line, from time to
an equ.ni chance of the

changing posi

‘road. AL

to
tthey

formed corrals, sent out watches to

the cattle and to restrain any
be so disposed, from wanderin
that no
cattle,

Tamn was ever lost,
L

who might

about, so
very fow

seems almost incredible to tell

of the safe manner in which they traveled

* | through

this strict

; while

other companies of emigrants were subject

to losses and dangers, ma.
dering off and. were never

ny of them wan-

Teard

ofl‘ll.n]
in all these camps of the Saints nothing o

the kind

was. ever . known.

Meetings

were held every Sabbath day; Saturdays

ol;:'Id be followed on the route under

the circumstances was
moment a camp stopped some would be

k
e e 2t
f:oilng of which the
plained was not

shoes; the

regon

usaslly devoted to repairing
&c., and ovm vocation

in. The

ending blacksmith would
put up his bellows and go to' work at his
and even weav-
in this way the

was told by

a man from n that no man or wo-

man could cross
brutalized; but the
of umordor d
peace an
mmpof’tho&lnhum

effects

tlement in the world.

The
been
small
that I felt quite in
Goyernment

tracts

us
clusion

irrigation
=

land a

of land to of

existed in the

in any set-

system, which we have
to adopt here,

renders

. I k
b, i

she gave such immense

Oregon for

—tuj.nz that country, w is five times
better ours, and she would not give

that was effected b
Providence of the

bad had immense tracts of
us by settling on them we should have
been exposed to Indians, and should have

been/

dams; sometimes a hundred are necessary, | man w

unable to i

I have since come to the con-

the over-
y. Ifwe
donated to

tracta. To

irrigate a tract of land men have to com-
bine to construct the water ditches, and

sometimes M:ynm do it, and sometimes

four or five h

ing to the condition and

land,

and under no

uired, accord-

n of the

circamstandes,
can one man, without wealth to hire

to the
parts of

of & tract that in other
country would be considered

a moderate sized farm. Under these cir-
cumstances & great portion of our farmers

cultivate

land;
more
only.
pro
In

this is
are the

can

September,

1850,
act organizing Utah into =

the next season

oers.

n s

Mr. Fillmore

Mormons.

five to £
ﬁm _Mwlcr:a

tions, in this way
wotill - lannd- sad
ourselves from the

an
, and

they sent us a batch of offi-

destroy the nun-hul brought
I Dack with him. What heaid with 1t I do

not know; but he did not pay the Legisla-

latare, met, however, and o
the Terri government, and have held
annual sessions ever since, and so strictl

b -

. | country, only

their Judges and of the members ot t.
gislature and commenced imposing
taxes; the result was tbﬂm becam .,
involved in debtthat it is they me |

an effort two years ago teget Utah attache.
to Nevada for Utah to lp to pay their
debt. We took & different course: de-

fraying the realexpenses of thegovernment,

the public money was devoted to

i:? rr&vamenu,—sucl:; as mlnt ot

o ges, ope of roads > -
Mvwn. the

has been left on hand. county asd
governmeats have pursued ﬁhmge
policy, and,to-da ,i!tholnhuhywemto

made, it would found their paper

and if our coun should see

%o admit us into eUmmuaw
thereby give us the privileges that are our
just due, having etrated into and re-
claimed this and founded a
ble them so

are able to sustain ourselves and pay our
way by our ind and economy. In
fact, it is wvery little we have ever re-
ceived. Whenthe army under Gen. John-
son came here they t dol-
lars and fifty centsfor their ; &

of it was brought from the the

portion of it was purchased
here at )

CcO

_fiye
& contractors’ war, and aimed more

mmyumevmudm

where it was eminently nm@

to be remembered as one of the ]

the face of a nation which mﬂhredih.l!%

bo‘glundmdbymnndm
elu-ohere,mdwo rejoice in the truth.

Travel wherever you r

cities, towns and nuuem

find order,

traders of our

home of his own. Q-Fﬁurourmh
from évery part of the United States and
from the other nations of the ear h and
M‘ﬁ them here to make them
develo

ing the desert. It is said
Mtwoamdg_tﬁ

where only one m
benefactor. Th(?:od h“r-day
s v g oot 1o omty et
€8 Nno
improvements, and the m

visit us we say, “You are welcome to our
the wruth about us whem

you go away.” This is all the favoriwe,
ask. Of course when

men are
in the of newsp %
i & populary snd i in nco e e
wisdodh ot ighty’ At the

rulers of our coun
ize what we are

o Tl e cliw el
Yo & leNTour Bl e aigwie
ot B SHOR TO THRSTTNS mE hetan

\ gy el W bebodieaey w

in every instance, is worth as nurhqtbé
national carrency. s 5 M
Thus has Uui managed her finaboss, .
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