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tended his labors into Kentucky, and

baptized thirty-one persons after El-

der Parish had left for Kirtland.
During the year 1835,

traveled ajtogether 3,248

and organized three branches of
Church.

slon to the Fox Islands, visiting on the
way his relatlves In Connectleut, to
whom he preached, some of whom he
baptized. He landed on North Fox
Island August 20, and by the month of
October two bramches of the Church
were organlzed there, He subsequent-

he
mlles, |
held 170 meetlngs, baptized 43 persons
the

the Sen-
In the fail of 1836, he returned to Ohlo | ber of that year, a member of

and spent the winter In Kirtland, In|ate of the Provisionai State of Deseret.
May, 1837, he left Kirtland on a mis-; He went on exploring expeditions

ly Introduced the Gospel in the City nf‘

Bangor, Maine, vislted Boston, Provi-
dence, and New York, then went to
Farmington, Connecticut, where he
baptized hi$ father, step-mother, sister
and other relatives, and organized a
branch of the Church. He then re-
turned to Fox Island. At North Vinal
Haven on August 9th, 18338, he recelved
word that he had been chosen by revel-
atlon te flll a vaecancy in the Council
of the Twelve Apostles, and that he
was to go to Far West, Missourl, and
prepare tO take a mission to England.
He organized a company of the Salnts
to emigrate to the headquarters of the
Church, and started Oectober Sth, to
lead a company of 63 souls who
traveled nearly three months !n wagons
through raln, mud, snow an frost
While crossing the Green Mountains,
Elder Woodruff was attacked with a
severe iliness and brought to the point
of death, but was healed by the power
of God through falth. In the followlng
spring he went to Far West to fulfll
the commandment, and on April 26,
1539, on the spot deslgnated he and El-
der George A. Bmith were ordained
imembers of the Council of the Twelve
Aposties. He started August §th, on his
mission to Engiand, although then suf-
fering severely from chllls and fever.
He arrvived in Ldverpool January 1I,
1840. and labored successfully in Staf-
fordshire. Belng prompted by the
Spirit to go southward, he went to the
city of Worcester,

In that neighborhood was a body of
earneat rellgious people, called tha
United Brethren., The members as-
sembled for rellglous worship in chap-
eld and other places, and had forty-five
preachers among them. They believed
that the Church of Christ was not on
the earth in ite fulness, and were pray-
Ing and waliting for more light and
truth. Elder Weoodruff commenced to
preach among them, and after eight
months tabor, ' eighteen hundred per-
song had been baptized in Hereford-
shire, Gloucestershlre and Worcester-~
shire, Including all the United Brethren
but one, and over a humdred preachers
of different denominatlons, He after-
wards went t0 London on a mission
also visited Manchester and on the 21st
of April, 1841, ufter a very prosperous
mission, he sailed from Liverposl, and
arrived at New York May 20th. He
went to Scarborough, Maine, where he
hed left his family two years, and ar-
rived In Nauvoo October Gth,

Wilford Woodruff was appolnted a
‘member of the City Counc!! of Nauvoo,
October 30, 1841. TFeb, 3, 1842, he was
placed in charge of the business de-
partment of the Times and Seasons.
The following July he went on a mis-
slon to the Fastern States, from which
he returned November 4th, In the
spring of 1844 he went on another mis-
sion to the Eastern States, and learning
of the murder of Joseph and Hyrum
8mith, he returned to Nauvoeo, arriving
thers August 6th. Being appolnted by
his brethren of the Twelve to go to
England again to preside over the Brit-
ish mlssion, he left Nauvoo Aug. 28th
1844, and returned early in 1846, when

|

. ferences,

the Mormons were
West. He traveled with the Ploneers
across the Plalns In 1847, belng one of
the first to arrive on the spot where Salt
L.akeCity stands.In 15848 he was senton a
mission to the Eastern States, return-
ing in 1850. He was elected in Decem-

to
difterent parts of Utah, was active In
agricultural pursuilts, was chosen
President of the Hortlcultural society
of Utah at Its organizatlon September
13. 1855, and was prominent In all the
affairs of the Territory, civil and ec-
cleslastical.

Although a very hard worker at
farming and fruit ralsing, as well as
In the misgsionary field, Elder Wooedruft
kept a daily journal from which much
of the history of the Mormon Church
has been compiled. It contains sy-
nopses of discourses and ipstructions
by Joseph Smith, and other leaders in
the Mormon Church, which are of great
value, and a record of many incidents
which would otherwise have been lost to
posterity. The journal has been con-
tlnued In his own hand writing up to
the present date. It 1s a marvel of
patlence, perseverance and dilizence.
In addition to his other dutlas, Presi-
dent Woodruff was,_actlve for a great
many years in the affairs of the Dese-
ret Agricultural and Manufacturing
society, of which he was the president.
For twenty-one years he was 8 mem-
ber of the l.egislatlve Assembly of
Utah; twenty in the Council and one In
the House, In the fall of 1875 he was
appointed historian and general re-
corder of the Churech, which position
he occupied untll April, 1883. When
the Temple at St, George, ln southern
Utah, was dedicated by Brigham
Young in the spring of 1877, Wiiford|
Woodruff was appointed President of
that Temple, and there he performed
an extraordinary work on behalf of
his ancestors. The Mormon religion
teathes that the departed whe have not
had the opportunity of hearing the Gos:
pel of Jesus Christ in the flesh, will learn
of it in the spirlt, and that
thelr living posterity who are in the
Church of Chrlst may perform a work
for their redemption, by attending vi-
carlously to the ordinances Instituted
by the SBavior. Elder Woodruff and his
family attended In person to haptisms
for the dead to the pumber of 3,188
While presiding in that Temple, about
two years, there were 41,398 baptlsms
performed with other ordinances on be-
half of the dead, most of whigh Elder
Woodruft witnessed.

When John Tawvlor succeeded to the
Presidency of the Church, Wilford
Woodruff became the President of the
Twelve Apostles, and after presiding
with the rest of the Twelve until Aprii
7, 1889, he was then sustained at the
General Conference as the President of
the Church, with Geo, Q. Cannon and
Joseph F. 8mlith as his coungelors in
the Presidency.

Under the administration of Presi-
dent Woodruff a general Church board
of educatios was formed in 1888, to
direct and perfect the system of Church
high schools, academies and colieges
throughout Ttah and the surrocunding
regions, not, however, to interfere with
the secular schools of the territory.

From the year 1834 to the close of 1885,
Willford Woodruff traveled 172,369
miles, held 7.555 meetings, at-
tended 5 Semi-Annual Con-
and 344 quarterly confer-
ences; preached 3,626 dlscourses; es-
tablished 77 preaching places in the
misslonary fleld; organized 61 branches
af the Church; recelved 18,977 letters;
wrote 11,619 letters; assisted in the con-
firmatlon Into the Church of 8962 per-

leaving for bhe'

3t. George Temple, labored 603 days in

)

sons, and in addite'n to his work In the
the EnwodmentHouse in 8alt Lake Clty,
He traveled through Ebpgland, Scot-
land, Wales, 8ilx lIslands of the

twenty-three of the TInlted States, and

five territories.

Presldent Woodruff has been remark-
able, not only for the work he has done,
but for the viclssitudes and mishaps
which he has encounteéred through his

eventful life., When three vyears of
age he fell into a caldron
of  boillng water, and it tag

nine months before he was considered
out of danger When flve years old, ha
fell from the great beam of a harp,
strlking on his face; three months later
he fell down stalrs and broke an arm.
Soon after, he broke hls other arm. At
six years old he was chased by a mag
bovine, but he fell into a post-hole and
the.animal leaped over hlm. The same
year he broke both bones of one of his
legg in hls father's saw mill. When
7 years of age, & load of hay on which
he was rlding was tipped over upon
him, and he was pearly suffocated,
When elght years old, & wagon In
which he was riding was ‘urned over
upon him, but he was not seriously In-
Jured. When nine Years old, he felt
from an elm tree, 4hrough the breaking
of a dry llmb, fifteen feat to the
ground, and waa supposad to be dead,
but he recovered. When twelve yaarg
old, he was drowned in Farmingtan
river, Conn., but was brought up by a
young man from thirty feet of water,
Ha suffered greatly in his restoratiop
to life. When thirteen vears of age, ha
became benumbed with cold, while
walking through the meadows, ang
went into the sleep o! death, hecoming
insensible, but was Jound and wasz re.
stored,. When fourieen vears gld, he
gplit his In-step open with an axe, 'am!
was nine months getting well. At fe-
tean e was bltten in his left hang Ly a
ma'l dog. Al seventeen, he was thrgwn
from an ill-tempered horse over the
horse's head on a ®teep hill amid tha
rocks; he landed over the rocks on his
feet about @ rod ahead. It broke hls
left leg In two places and dislocateg
both his ankles. In elght weeks he
was out of doors on crutches. In 1g27
while attempiing to clear the 1ce out of
a weter-wheel, a full head of water
was turned on, his feet slippey In to the
wheel, but he plunged forwsarg head
first into dhree feel,of water ang ag-

caped being crushed to death. In 133
he was agaln caught in a wheat
twenty feet In dlameter, but leaped

through to the bhottom and was thrown
out agalnst a ragged stone wall, and
escaped with a few brulses, During the
winter of that year he suffered severely
from lung fever. In 1833, the day he
was baptized, a horsc, newly sharp shod
iicked a hat off his head, and ten min-
utes afterwards he was thrown from a
slelgh, without any boX, on which he
was driving, lighting between the
horses, and was dragged with the slelgh
on him to the bottom of a hill on g
snow path, but escaped unharmed, In
1834 he narrowly escaped death twice
from the discharge of fire arms, a rifle
ball passing within a few Inches of his
breast, and a musket, heavily loaded,
being snapped with the muzzle pointed
at his breast. In April, 1839, in Roches-
ter, Ill.,while riding on the forward axle
tree of a wagon, he was thrown so that
his head and shoulders were dragging.
Hijs horses took fright and dragged him
about half a mile till they ran into a
high fence. He was bruised, but no
bones were broken, While golng to St
Louls, in July 1842, he had a severe at-
tack of bllious fever, and on returning
to Nauvoo, In August, was confined to
his bed for forty days, and appeared to
be stricken with death, but he recovered
by the manifestatlon of the power of
God. September 12, 1843, at 5 p.m., he
left Boston on the Portland Express;
six mliles south of Kennsbunk. After



