
XTHE DESERET WEEKLYwig

tended his labors into kentuckyKintucky andbaptized thirty one persons after el-der parish had left for kirtlandduring the year 1835 he
traveled altogether milesheld meetings baptized 43 persons
andabd organized three branches of the
church

in the fall of 1836 he returned to ohioand spent the winter in kirtland inmay 1837 he left kirtland on a mis-
sion to the poxfox islands visiting on theway hisbis relatives in connecticut to
whom he preached some of whom he
baptized he landed on north fox
island august 20 andaad by the month of
october two branches of the church
were organized there he subsequent-
ly introduced the gospel in the city of
Rabangorngor maineedaine visited boston proviprovi-
dence and new york then went to
Fa connecticut where he
baptized his father stepmotherstep mother sister
and other relatives and organized a
branch of the church he then re-
turned to fox island at north vinal
leaven on august ath 1838 he received
word that he had been chosen by revel-
ation to fill a vacancy in the councilI1
of the twelve apostles and that he
waaRS to go to far west missouri and
prepare to take a mission to england
he organized a company of the saintsto emigrate to the headquarters of the
church and started october ath to
lead a company of 53 souls who
traveled nearly three months in wagons
through rain mud snow an frostwhile crossing the green mountains
elder woodruff was attacked with a
severe illness and brought to the point
of death but was healed by the power
ox god through faith in the following

ring he went to parfar west to fulfill
toee commandment and on april 26
I11889 on the spot designated he and el-der george A smith were ordained
members of the council of the twelveapostles he started august fth on his
mission to england although then suf-
fering severely from chills and fever
he arrived in liverpool january 11
1840 and labored successfully in staf-
fordshirefordshire being prompted by the
spirit to go southward he went to the
bofty of worcester

in that neighborhood was a body of
earnest66 rnest religious people called the
vomited brethren the members as
deim bled for religiousbous worship in chap-
la and other places and had forty fiveptpreacherseachers among them they believed

thattwixt the church of christ was not onthee earth in its falnessfulness and were pray
and waiting for more light andancl

truth elder woodruff commenced to
preach among them and after eight
months labor eighteen hundred per-
sons had been baptized in herefordwrealre Gloucester shire and worcester
offe including all the united brethren
pitt one and over a hundred preachers
wW Alfdifferentferent denominations he after-
wards went to london on a mission
akoaikeotko visited manchester and on the
oferf aprilapol 1841 after a very prosperous
nalasion he sailed from liverpool and
arrived at new york may heto scarborough maine where he
had teftleft his family two years and ar-
rived in nauvoo october ath

woodruff was appointed a
of the city council of nauvoo

october 800 1841 feb 3 1842 he waswaa
placed in charge of the business de

meait of the times and seasons
tapera6 july he went on a mim

a to tthe eastern states from which
tle returned novembernovember ath in the
airingaft oferf 1844 he went on another mis
awn to theie eastern states and learning

bfgt
I1 opeth of joseph and hyrum

TW 0 he returned to nauvoo arriving
1 aseree august oth being appointed by

brethren of the twelve to go to
lna again to preside over the briton ba left aug
anmia returned early iqin 1846 when

the mormonscormons were leaving torfor the
west he traveled with the pioneers
across the plains in 1847 being one of
the first tto0 arrive on the spot where salt
Lake City andaInststandsIn 1848 he was sent onan a
mission to the eastern states return-
ing in 1850 he was elected in decem-
ber of that year a member of the sen-
ate of the provisional state of deseret
he went on exploring expeditions to

I1 different parts of utah was active in
agricultural pursuits was chosen
president of the horticultural society
of utah at its organization september

1313 1855 and was prominent in all the
affairs of the territory civil and ec-
clesiastical

i although a very hard worker at
I1 farming and fruit raising as well as
in the missionary field elder woodruff
kept a dallydaily journal from which much
of the history of the mormonn church
has been compiled it contains sy-
nopses of discourses and instructions
by joseph smith and other leaders in
the mormon church which are of great
value and a record of many incidents
which would otherwise have been lost to
posterity the journal has been con-
tinued in his own hand writing up to
the present date it is a marvel of
patience perseverance and diligence
in addition to his otherothea duties presi-
dent woodruff was active for a great
many years in the affairs of the dese-
ret agricultural and manufacturing
society of which he was the president
for twenty one years he was a mem-
ber of the legislative assembly of
utah twenty in the council and one in
the house in the fall of 1875 he was
appointed historian and general re-
corder of the church which position
he occupied until april 1889 when
the temple at st george in southern
utah was dedicated by brigham
young in the spring of 1877 wilford
woodruff was appointed president of
that temple and there he performed
an extraordinary work on behalf of
his ancestors the mormon religion
teaches that the departed who have not
had the opportunity of hearing the gos-
pel of jesus christ in the flesh will learn
of it in the spirit and that
their living posterity who areaxe in the
church of christ may perform a work
for their redemption by attending vi-
cariouslycarioucarlou sly to ohp ordinances instituted
by the savior elder woodruff and his
family attended in person to baptisms
for the dead to the number of
while presiding in that temple about
two years there were baptisms
performed with other ordinances on be-
half of the dead most of which elder
woodruff witnessed

when john taylor succeeded to the
presidencydendy of the church wilford
woodruff became the president of the
twelve apostles and atterafter presiding
with the rest of the twelve until april
7 1889 he was then sustained at the
general conference as the president of
the church with geo Q cannon and
joseph PF smith as his counselors in
the presidency

under the administration of presi-
dent woodruff a general church board
of education was formed in 1888 to
direct and perfect the system of church
high schools academies and colleges
throngthroughouthut utah and the surrounding
regions not however to interfere with
the secular schools of the territoryry

from the year 1834 to the close of 18961895
wilford woodruff traveled
miles held meetings at-
tended 75 semiannualsemi annual con-
ferencesferenfereneesces and quarterly confer-
ences preached discourses es-
tablishede 77 preaching places in14 the
missionary field organized 51 branches
of the church received letters
wrote letters assisted in the con-
firmationfir into the church of 82 perstgeorge temple labored days inID

sonsgone and in adoltnin tpto iliahla worlwork hkL
the in saltbait lakeU 2

he traveled through england sorts
land wales six islands of thetwenty three of the united states
five territories

president woodruff
1 has been remdemaaable not only for the work he has dorae

but for the vicissitudes and MISmishakmishaBwhich he has encountered through ha
eventful life when three yeyears oi
age he fell into a caldrcaldriscaldroSV1

of boiling water and it waa
nine months before he was conconsidessidel
out of danger when five years old
fell from the great beam of a bastriking on his face three months MAs
he fell down stairs and broke an ariaaririsoon after he broke hlhissi other ararm al 5
six years old he was cchasedased by a
bovine but he fell into a postholepost hole ana1

the animal leaped over hinihim the sammsan ky

yearyear liehe broke both bones of one of his
legs in hisbia fathers saw mill bhea i7 years of age a load of hay on t
he was riding was tipped over
him and he was nearly ousuffocatedwhen eight years old a wagon Ss
which he was riding was turned overupon him but he was not tk
aured when nine years old he
from an elm tree through the break
of a dry limb fifteen feet to
ground and waswaa supposed to be deadbut he recovered when twelve yearsyeara
old hebe was drowned in Parmi ngU a
river conn but wwwas brought up bya Tyoung man from thirty feet ofat hatmwal iheha suffered greatly in his resto racks
to life when thirteen years of age habecame benumbed with cold wh1walking through the meadows aau
went into the sleep of death bacornbecomesbeco P

1

insensible but was found and waswaa reseo
stored when fourteen years oldsplit his instepin step open with anaai axe ephs
WAS nine months getting well atA afffifiteonteim ieae was bitten in his left hand ajravas
mal dog atA t seventeen he was ithpow
from an illIII tempered horse oveoverr tk I1
horses head on a steep hill amid twrocks he landed over the rocks on hsfeet about a rod ahead it broke T
left leg in two places and disdisloloceacaiboth his ankles in eight aweekakswas auit of doors on crutches in is12Mvwhile attempting to clear the iicece outa water wheel a full head of watswas turned on hishiis feet slipped into hh
wheel but he plunged forward hensfirst into ethree feet of water and

1

being crushed to death in I1wai afhe was again caught in a ata itwenty feet in diameter but leanglearns
through to the bottom and vrwaaas ahn

Z

out against a ragged stone wall aaescaped with a few bruises during thwinter of that year he suffered seversevel R
from lung fever in 1833 the dday
was baptized a horse newly shasharp seq
kicked a hat off his head and ten jafarutes afterwards he was thrown frowfromafrom Asleigh without any box on which ttwas driving lighting between ts
horses and was dragged with the si
on him to the bottom of a hill onattl
snow path but escaped unharmed
1834 he narrowly escaped death awl
from the discharge of fire arms a is
ball passing within a few inches of
breast and a milmusket heavily I1load
being snapped with the muzzle volat his breast in april 1839 in Rroc
ter Ill while riding on the forward
tree of a wagon he was ahr so
his head and shoulders wewere ardraga
his horses took fright and dragged
about halthalf a mile till they ran lall
high fence he was bruised kutt
bones were broken while going tota
louis in july 1842 he had a aeseverevere J

tack of bilious fever and on reret
to nauvoo in august was coconal
his bed for forty days and appeapfei
be stricken with death but he rrooi
by the manifestation of the popowe
god september 12 1843 at 6 litins
left boston on the dottlaportland4 N
six miles south of kenneburik


