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WASHINGTON, 20, — Jarvis Hatten,
Commissioner of Navigation, in his
first annual report, says:

“The American merchant marine at
the present time, although it has not,
in later years, kept pace with that of
Great Britain, is second only to hers.
Notwithstanding the disadvantages
American shipouilders have had to
contend against, the high character of
their vessels has been maintained, Our
wooden ships are probab!y the best and
sufest vessels afloat, and the compara-
tively new iron-building works of the
country are beginning to turn out
steamships and other iron craft of a
very highclass.” = °

In reply to assertions in some quar-
ters, that we have no ships, the Com-
missioner states that we have the
finest coastwise trade in the world and
the best fleet of sailing ships is now
engaged in California wheat transport-
tion under the United States tflag. It
is .a mistake, says the report, to ac-
cept the opinion that the day of wood-
en ships is entirely past. Two-thirds
of the tonnage ot vhe world is prohably
composed of wooden vessels, while
their numerical preponderance is much
greater, notwithstanding the fact that
for screws and“many-other Kkind o
craft iron possesses certain advau-
tages.

in round numbers the total of our
seagoing marine was on June 30t1,
1884, vessels, 6,636: tons, 57,000,404, Of
this number 422, of 601,186 tons, were
sleamers, and the rest sailling vessels,
But the entire number of vessels of all
kinds under the flag on June 30th, 1884,
wis 14,082, measuring 4,271,228 tons.
The value of the totall tonnage 01 Lne
United States is at present $130,000,000;
value of the seagoing fleet, $122,600,000,
Compared with the preceding year the
total tonnage of the country exhabits
an increase of 35,742 tons, the emolled
and licensed tonnage having increased
2,126 tons, The relief afforded the ship-
ping interests by the bill passed lust
session is, the Commissioner thinks,
suflicient to placeAmerican sailing ships
on an Et]'ﬂﬂ.lﬁ}' with the vessels ot other
flags in so far as expenses of naviga-
tion are concerned. A counterpart of
that wise epactment would seein to be
a measure equalizing the cost of cou-
struction of iron ships, a business
comparatively new in this country. A
tariff which operates to raise the price
of labor makes the cost of American
ships higher, while it gives no support
and can afford no protection to those
engaged in the foreign freighting trade,
since their business is one of competl-
tion with the shipowners of all nations
in a field beyond the reach of our Jaws.
1t is important that this country should
be prepared to compete for the supply
of the world with ships, and equally
i.nportant that our ships should start
with the same advantages their com-
petitors enjoy.

The commissioner recommends the
offering of bounties sufliciently large
to encourage the construction, by
private enterprise, of a fleet of first-
class powerful mail steamers, which
could be used with good effect in time
of war as light-armed cruisers and
transports. A streng argumentis also
made in favor of %ﬂ\'mg American
seainen tor American ships, the crews
of which are now composed mainly of
foreigners. On this point the commis-
sioner says: ‘“‘In order to Induce
American fads to follow the sea fora
profession, some inducement might be
offered with great advantage to the
merchant service, as well as to the
national, by a provision for trained
seamen.” A system of apprenticeship
18 recommended to be established, in
pursuance of which American mer-
chant vessels enzaged in foreign trade
might receive a certain fi .ed sum irom
the Government ior the support and
instruction of apprentices carried on
board for a stated term of years. Such
a system would, it is thought, do much
to improve the ‘average standard of
American seamen and repay the Na-
tional expense in affording an available
corps of loyal seafaring men who could
be relied npon in case of emergency
to help man the navy. Further legis-
lation is sugzested in the direction of
making more efficient laws for the pro-
tection and punishment of sailors; and
and the institution of courts of inqmrﬁ
in thris country is recommended, wit
power to punish officers and seamen,
who, by carelessness or incompetency,
cause collision at sea.

LOUISVILLE, 29.—A large crowd of
representative business men gathered
in the Board of ‘I'rade rooms to take
»art in the reception to Congressman

samuel J., Randall at *noon to-day.
Among those notable for their pres-
ence were Capt. Silas F. Miller, Col. J.
F. Faulkuner, Col. James F. Buckner,
Jr.,Capt. M. T. Fishback, D.L.Graves,
(Gen. Green Clay Smith, Bishop T. U.
Dudley and others. Mr. Randall’s ur-
rival at the Board of Trade rooms was
slightly delayed, and the crowd ex-
pressed their impatience by thumping
the floor with canes and raising a noisy
disturbance with their feet. The party
were accorded a hearty reception. In
his words of welcome Mr. Green was
very complimentary to Mr. Randall.
He said that the visitor was enﬁaged in
the honorable and commendable task
of working to secure the best interests
of business men and labores every-
where; that it was his mission in the
South to acquaint himself ‘with its
business, its prosperity and depres-
sion, that he might be better qualitied
to assist in'mational;legislation and ad-
vance measures in relation to the im-

portant gquestion of tariff that would
adequately and satisfactorily mect the
wants of the people. At the conclu-
sion Mr. Green introduced Mr. Ran-
dall. There was wild clapping of
hands, and after the excitement had
died away, Mr. Randall advanced to
the front of the platform andin a slow,
measured voice, began a speech of 20
minutes. While he spoke, Mr. Ran-
dall’s hands explored tbe depths of his
pantaloons pockets.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the
Board of Trade of Louisiana:

® Reared as I have been, in a mercan-
tile life, like most of those around me,
you can understand why I appreciate
more than might be under different re-
lations the honor which this body of
men tender, and I say that it is proper,
in the outstart, that you—being a body
of men composed of every political
party—should be given to understanti
that I am here present to-day without
any personal or political motives., |
am among yon to witness for myself,
aud to study the details that prevail in
the great South in the business rela-
tions that it bears to the country. We
are passing through a period of great
depression, and, as I think I caa show,
this depression is phenomenal in its
character, and unlike all others that
have preceded it in the United States.
As to the panic of 1837, which I know
of only perhaps by hearsay and reading,
there was, for seven vears, a balance
of trade against the United States ag-
gregating $150,000,000 in value. Again
in 1857, the panic of that year was pre-
ceded by eight vears of adverse trade
against the States in foreiga countries,

ageregating $350,000,000, and the more
recent panic nf 1873, came upon us
atter ten years of balance of
trade against the United States, aggre-
eating $1,000,000,000 in value, and yet
to-day we arg in the midst of depres-
sion when for the last nine years trade
has been in favor of the United States
to the extent of §1.30,000,060, and,
therefore, we cannot wmeasure our pre-
sent tl::}messiun in business by those
rales of trade which I have indicated
as controlling, in my }udgment, the
panics of prior years, It i8 due to
yvour intelligence that I should give you
the reasons which I think have con-
spired to bring us to our our present
trade condition. 1consider that it is
owiigz to exhaustive taxation and, to
sowe degree, trade restrictions, which
ought to be swept aside. [Cheers.]
The government should be adminis-
tered economically, and there ought
not to be a dollar uf' revenue from the
people of the United States in excess
of that which is necessary to economi-
callvadminister the governmentof the
people. [Cheers.] Itis a trite saying,
and some of us have realized the truth
of it, thata man who spends more
money than he makes will become em- |.
barrassed, and I say, according to my
judgment, a country which imports
more than it exports must become em-
barrassed; and the great object of gov-
ernment to a free people like ours is 1o
have such laws enacted and honestly
and intellizently administered as will
promote the great objects of the trade
and commerce of the country. [Uheursl
I therefore feel that when 1 am here

am among the representatives
of the energy and  enterprise
of the gateway to the south

in her industrial relations. I am here,
as I said before, without pergsonal ob-4
ject, and vet [ come to sce the great
reawakening of the industrial energies
of the South. You are without limit
in resources. You are to-day, inmany
of the products of the soil, competing
favorably with the North, and 1 have
no earthly objection, I am free to say,
to see the Southern States come into
successful competition witih the Nor-
thern, but I am absolutely unwilling to
see both sections interfered with in
their progress and career to the des-
tiny which God in His infinite wisdom
has destined for this greatest countryvon
earth, by such relations as will make
both sections vhe victim of foreign
[ow labor and foreign low interests.
(Cheer .] I.do not speak this tb youin
any partisan sense, I speak it in a
broader scnse of statemanship, if I i
may be allowed to apply the term, for
we are all advised that statesmanship
consists in knowing the resources of
the country, and it 18, in my judgment,
the duty of an intelligcent people to
study out the details of her condition
as they relate to her exchange of pro-
ducts with foreign countries, so that
no harm may come to invested capital
and no lowering of the wages of Amer-
ican mechanics; aad I say to you de-
liberately that this ean be done,
and done only upon a business basis
about which you perfectly well under-
stand. When you attempt, in my judg-
ment, to ran a country upon a theory,
1 think you belittle & subject that you
must study out for vourselves. I will
say, in conclusion, that that should be
the great object of our rulers at Wash-
ington, and the fulfillment required of
¢such oflicials is not wisely conducted
unless they give that impulse, as far as
the laws will permit, to, the business
interests of the country; for we all un-
derstand that the business interests of
the country, when prosperous, indicate
the success, comfort and happiness of
the entire people: and, in like manner,
therefore, when the business interests
of the country are neglected from one
cause or apother, or are only aptly
looked after, then it is that depression
and unhappiness come to the entire
body of our citizens. The duty of an
Admanistration, therefore, is to look
atter the business and trade relations
of our country, and I may be permitted
to indulge so far as to say thatif I un-
derstand (aright the duties of the in-

After Mr. Randall resumed his seat
there were loud calls for McAdoo. In
response, a tali yonngz man, dressed in
black, who described himself as a
member of Congress from a little
State which raised watermelons and
manufactured lightning in liquid form,
took the floorand expressed thanks for
the honor that had been shown him
Mr. McAdoo said the people of his
State had g warm interest in the suc-
cess of the new South. Mr. McAdoo’s
speech was a beanatiful rbetorical
effort, full of sound logic and sensibly
to the poit,

After - adjournment, Mr. Randall
shook hands with a number of friends.
He was driven to the Pendennis Club
roowms, where he enjoyed a hearty meal
with a select coterie of protective tar-
iff cisciples.

To-night Samuel J. Randall address-
{i{} ﬂ. large audience In Leiderkranz

all. ,

NEew YOrk, 28.—Three Chinamen,
caid to be from this city, assaulted
Hong Chung, a laundryman of their
race, in Newark, last week, robbed
him, cut him with hatchets, carved
him with knives, and, believing him
dead, strung him up to a rafter and left
him hanging., His landlord found him,
and prompt 2id saved his life. From
the description given by him, the police
got on the track of the lead.r of the
murderpus gang and made him a pris-
oner last night, Ie is a'desperate rof-
flan, and ﬁm detectives believe they
have caught in him the perpetrator of
one of the most savage murders ever
commityed in this city. The victim was
a laundryman, and the circnmstances
of the murder similar to those attend-
ing the outrage on the Newark China-
man., The eaptured Chinaman, being
taken to the police headquarters, was
recognized as Tom Sing, a Chinaman
of very uusavory repuatation. He served
as officers’ steward on the Jeannette
Arctic expedition, and in the same ca-
pacity with the Greeley relief expedi-
tion, About a year ago a Chinese
laundryman was found dead with 17
knife wounds in his back.The murder-
er was never found, but the police
claim to have proofs that Tom bSing is
the man,

NEw York, 20.—<The Nationabk €¢'ivil
Service Reform League, on December
J0th, addressed a letter to President-
elect Cleveland, in which it announced
a fear that the new administration
might not carry out the provisions of
the civil service act, and expréssed the
hope that this would not prove to be
the case, To this Mr. Cleveland re-
plies as follows:

“ALBANY, Dec. 25th.

To Hon. George William Curtis, Presi-
dent:

DeAr Sir: — Your communication
dated December 20th, addressed 1o me
on behalf of the National Civil Service
Reform Leagzue, has been received.
That practical reform in the civil ser-
vice is demanded is abundantly estab-
lished by the fact that the statute re-
ferred to in your communication pass-
ed Congress with the assent of both

olitical parties, and by the further

act that a sentiment is generally prev-
alent among patriotic people calling
for a fair and honest enforcement of
the law which has been thus enacted.
I regard myself pledged to this, be-
cause 1y conception of the true Dem-
ocratic faith anil public duty requires
that this and all other statutes should
be in good faith and without evasion
enforced, and because—in many utter-
ances made prior to my election as
President, approved hﬁ the party to
which I belong, and which I have no
disposition 1o disclaim—I have in effect
romised the people that this should

e done.

[ am not unmindful of the fact to
which you refer, that many citizens
fear that the recent party change in the
National Execuative may demonstrate
that the abuses which have grown up
in the civil service, are ineradicable. 1
know they are deeply rooted, and that
the spoils systemn has been supposed to
be intimately related to success in the
maintenance of party organization,and
[ am not sure that those who profess
to be friends of that reform will stand
firmly among its advocates when they
tind it obstructing their way to patron-
age and place. But, fully appreciating
the trust committed to my charge, no
such consideration shall cause relaxa-
tion, on my part, of an earnest efiort
to enforce this law. There are a class
of Government positions which are
not within the letter of the civil ser-
vice statute, but which are so dis-
connected with the policy of an ad-
ministration that the removal there-
from of the present incumbents, in my
opinion, should notibe made, during
the terms for which they were appoint-
ed, solely on partisan gionnds and for
the purpose of putting in their places
those who are in political accord with
the appointing power. But many now
holding such positions have for-
feited all just claims to retention
Because they used their places for
party purposes in disregard of their
duty to the people, and because, in-
stead of being decent public servants,
they have proved themselves offensive

artisans and unscrupulous manipu-

ators of local politics. Such officials,
as well as their successors, should be
taught that efliciency, fitnesssnd devo-
tion to public duty are the coOnditions
of their continuance in public place,
and that the quiet and unobtrusive ex-
ercise of individual political rights is
the reasonable measure of their party
service. If 1 were addressing. none
but party friends, I should deem it en-
tirely proper to remind them that
though the coming administration is to

coming Administration, it means to
give us a business government,

be democratic, a due regard for the
people’s interests does not permit

faithful party service to be always re-
warded by appointinent to oilice, and
to say to them that while democrats
may expect all proper cousideration
selections for oflices not embraced
within the civil service rules wiil be
hased upon suflicient inquiry as to tit-
ness, instituted by those charged with
that duty, rather than upon persistent
importunity or self-solicited recom-
mendation -on behalf of candidates for
appointment.
Yours very truly,
GrovER CLEVELAND.”

NEW YORK, 20.—The heavy fog which
settledd over the city yesterday is now
denser than ever. The ferryboats run
with difficulty. Incoming steamers
don’t trust themselves within the bar.
Vessels of all sorts are awaiting the
lifting of the fog before starting.

WASHINGTON, 3U0.—Hon. Dorman B.
Eaton, president of the civil service
commission, was to-day asked by a

for his views in regard to Gov. Cleve-
land's letter published this morning.
Katon, in reply, expressed himself as
follows: ‘1t would be unpardonable
resumption in me to assumwe to speak
or Governor Cleveland, but I may
speak freely for myself. I regard the
letter as the deliberate, significant and
manly utterances of a :nan who com-
prehends the situation and has the
courage of his convictions and dutics,
It is a platform on the subject to which
it relates, The views of the letter are
those common to all true statesinen of
both parties., These views are those
most rapidly growing in the hearts of
the people. The policy disclosed in
the letter is that by which, alone, his’
party canretain power or the country
escape decay, It shows plainly that
we are to have no mixed Cabinet, and
no timid or compromising policy,
but a strong, positive, honest, coura-
veous and absolutely democratic ad-
ministration. 1t will be one in broad
contrast with the last democratic ad-
ministration, which was weak, evasive
and scornful of all noble and growing
sentiments. I may do injustice to my
political opponents, but 1 think many
of them have been hoping that Gov.
Cleveland would be found ready to
break his pledees and trifle with his
convictions. Thisletter onght to dispel
all such illusions, and is therefore
timely. The place-hunters of his party
may vet give him mueh trouble, and

ruin by their greed for offices. The
democratic party now stands as it did
when Buchanan was elected—where
two roads separate; one leading to
honor and victory, and the other to
shame and defeat. Its fate dependson
its choice of roads and leaders. If I
cared more for my party than for my
cunntrr, [ shonld hope that the greed
and clamor {for places and spoils
would break through the civil service
law and rules, and engulf the new
President with all the statesmen of his
party. The declaration of the letter,

representative of the Associated Press

perhaps may bring their party near to | f

every democratic Senator and Repre-
sentative will gather around him aud
make the name of the democratic par-
ty the lasting insignia of honor and
honesty. There are sentiments in that
letter which should be posted over
portals and gateways, as the Jews used
to do. They should serve as a frontal-
piece to rest before the eyes of Ameri-
can politicians.”

“Every democrat and every republi-
can,’’ ggid Pusey, '"*will read that letter
and say that it has the right ring.
Cleveland has grown upon us.”

Representative Holman thinks the
letter is timely, manly and proper. lHe
savs the independents gave Cleveland
valuable support, and it was eminently
proper for him to answer: their inquiry
as to his course, with regard to remov-
a]g.;_;'?m and -appointinents to’ office.
“I belleve,” added Holman, “‘that Gov-
¢rnor Cleveland 1is efitirely honest and
sincere, and that he wili faithfully
carry out the civil serviee law.”

Representatives Springer, Hopkins,
Brown, of Pennsylvania, Nichols, Bu-
chanan and Dibrel, alsoexpressed ap-
proval of Governor Cleveland’s letter.

Representative Miller, of Pennsylva-
nia, republican, said he thought Cleve-
| land would have to go out of Lthis coun-
try to get non-partisans to fill his
offices, He would hawve to import them.

NiaGARA FaLLs, Uﬂt.t‘ —A man

Hll]];l]](lﬂeﬂ to be James Greenwood of
Chippewa, while crossing Niagara
River from Chippewa to Point Bay,
about a mile above the falls, lost con-
trol of his boat and was drawn into the
rapids when the boat upset and he was
carried over the falls.
WaALL STREET, 30.—Stocks active
and higher; prices advanced X to 2% ;
Lackawanna, Lake Shore, New York
Central and Grangers leading.

MONTREAL, 30.—Archbishop Bourget
is said to be dying. Bishop Fabri has
administered to him the last rites of
the Church. He is the oldest Bishop
in America and made himself famons
in opposition to the buriul of Gui-
berd.

WASHINGTON, 30.—The House com-
mittee on coinage weights and mea-
sures will coansider DBuckner’s bill to
stop the coinage of silver dollars
shortly after the reassembling of Con-
eress. Bland, chairman of the com-
mittee, who was detained home by ill-
ness, has returned to the eity., He says
he will oppose the Buckner bill and
avor a measure providing for the free
and unlimited coinage of both silver
and gold.

CINCINNATI, 20.—Judge Sage, in the
United States district coart to-day,
sentenced prisoners,most of whom had
been eonvicted of violation of election
laws at the recent elections. Robert
Berry, James Usher, and James
McLaughlin, for illegal voting, were
sentenced to six menths in Hamilton
county jail; D.Shannon and Ferdinand
Moth, for the same offence, 60 days in
jail; Henry Schaffer and Danl. Kinney

‘that the lessons of the past should be
unlearned,” may well be pondered by
republicans as well as democrats. It
is just ten years since President Grant,
through a special mwessage, was asking
a republican Congress to make a small
appropriation for the enforcement of
the civil service rules, to which the re-
ublican party was solemnly pledged.
nfortunately there was then no
statesinen in Comgress who could sec
that a new cause, with elements of po-
tency in the near fature, was beginning
to stir the hearts of the people, Inthe
eyes of tie republican leaders, the
early friend: of the cause were ‘enthu-
s1asts’ and  ‘doctrinaries,” at whom
partisan journals especially delighted
to sneer.  No member in either House
cared t- even call for the ayes and noes
on the aoppropriation, and amid jeers
and Jauchter, civil service reform, in
the opinion of its enemics, was con-
signea to the tomb of the Capulets.
About that. time the republican party
entered upon a glow decline,
At that time, too, began on a deliberate
method (and soon alterwards was cur-
ried forward through many afliliated
organizations), that broad appeal to
the virtue and wisdom oi the country,
which, two years ago, conyinced a re-
luctant Congress that the reform sen-
timent must be heeded., A civil ser-
vice reform bill was prepared by cour-
ageous and patriotic democrats—Pen-
dleton in the Senate and Willis in the
House, tv whom the country owes
much, introduced that bill, to wbich
republicans contributed by far the
most in speech and votes to make a
law. But their return to sound prin-
ciples on this subject was' rather late,
and their ﬂu%purt of it in the last can-
vass wis rather feeble and equivocal;
facts which, in my opinion, insurec
their defeat. They thus gaye the demo-
crats achance to capture that cause,
and now that reform sentiment baving
grown to be a great political force
naving captured the Empire State, and
under the leadership of Gov. Cleveland
shaped its administration to reform
methods, speaks in firm, decisive and
unmistakable lanzuage through a letter
of the President-elect, whom that sen-
timent hasg, ihus early in its cause,
brought to the head of the nation.
Washington, 380.—The FEvening Star
to-night li:riuts brief interviews with
democratic members of Congress upon
Governor Cleveland’s letter. Repre-
sentative Ellis of Louisiana said to a
reporter that he regarded the letter as
the finest production which had come
from Gov, Cleveland’s pen. *“‘The life
of the democracy,” he said, ‘‘depends
upon its upholding the law. With the
policy indicated in Cleveland’s letter,
twenty-five years from now the part
will still be in power. Cleveland has
proven himself a statesman of a high
order, He will trample out this ac-
cursed spoils system, and I pray that

for ]Jindennig citizens from voting, to
six months in jail.

TrENTON, N. J., 30.—The action
against Daniel Dodd, president of the
Newark Savings institutien, and direc-
tors, was decided to-day by the filing
of an opinion by Vice Chancellor Van
Fleet. The saving banks was wrecked,
as alleged, by the action of Dodd, who
deposited $845,000 with Fisk & Hatch,
and $160,000 with E. H. Hariiman &
(lo. Thebank was embarrassed some
years ago, and the Court of Chancery
took charge of its affairs and directed
the mapner in which its investinents
should be made; that they should be
in United States or Newark City bonds,
Dodd made a special deposit with the
two firms named, and permitted use of
the money and bonds by both. When
Fisk & Hatch failed, the money of the
savings institution was swallowed up
in the wreck. A bill was filed to at-
tach Dodd and the directors for
contempt of court, for violating its
order, Theopinion reviews the order
of 1877, by which the bank was taken
charge of by the court. It reviews the
fact of the foans o Harriman & Co..
and the deposit with Fisk & Hatceh
when the latter firm  failed. Fisk &
Hatch had availed themselves of it,

{not honestly, but fraudulently, but

none the less effectually.
transaction is, I think, witﬁuut
 dent in the history of the modern busi-
ness world. Other loans on collateral
had been made, but in no other in-
stance was the debtor allowed to re-
tain in his possession the collateral
and control it at his will. The vice
chancellor decrees that Daniel Dodd
alone is guilty of contempt of court,
but that three of the managers—Bishop
Baldwin, Algernon S. Hubbell and .
Francis Mackin—had such knowledge
of his actions as to render them legally
liable for their pecuniary consequen-
ces.

CoLuMBUS, 30.—The State Journal's
special from Logan says: There is a
general uprising in Hockipg Valle -
night. Sheriff MeCarthy, with a fa.rge
posse of men on & special train, left at
a late hour to quell the mob., A large
{ shipment of dynamite was received at
Nelsonville yesterday. Attacks have
 been started on the railroad bridges.
- Special officers are beipg sworn in and
taken to the region of Buchtel, where
the strikers are said to be concentrat-

Such a
prece-

:

ing, _
EEH?ER, 30.—A heavy wind and
snowstorm is reported raging over the
mouuntains, The thermometer is 10
degrees below, and growing colder.
Although the railroad lines are now
open, the present heavy fall of snow in
Marshall Pass is likely to result in seri-
ous delays tu Salt Lake trains, if not a

y | formidable blockade. Several interior

towns are again snowbound,but as this
1s the normal condition during the

winter months, ro apprehension is
‘felt.




