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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

RLDER JOS. F. SMITH,

In the Tabernacle, Sunday morning,
' Jufy 7| 1878.

REPORTED BY GEO, ¥. GIBBES,

I naturally shrink from the task
of addressing a congregation in this
house, feeling as I do my inability
to make myself heard.

"I have beén interested this morn-
ing in listening to the remarks of
Brother Cannon. We cannot but
be delighted with the testimony
that has been/given in our hearing,
and that we are continually receiv-
ing from many sources, which go to
prove that the world can do noth-
1ng against, but for us, Even their
attempts to slander and misrepre-
sent us, and their unrighteous at-
tacks on the principles of our relig-
jon have ever tended to excife in-
quiry and investigation into the
facts, which cannot but result ben-
eficially to us as a people: 1 say,
the efforts of our enemies against
us have ever had a tendency Lo
cause people who desire to arrive at

naight., It is no doubt difficult for
us to overcome our follies, .to for-
sake the traditionsof the fathers, to
eschew the practice of sin, to be
patient in suffering, to endure pri-
vations and trials of our '
while we posgess so little, as we do,
of the Bpirit of the Lord, and the
knﬂ‘i?lﬂdﬁ; of the truth. But we
need not be discouraged because of
this, nor because we sea faults in
each other, for no man is perfect;
all men have, more or less; the
shortcomings ineident to humaaity.
We need not faulter or be discour-
aged because of this, for perhaps it
would not be ble for one whe
was perfect in all good to remain in
the midst of this corrupt and per-
verse generation. 8till it would
seem good if we had a few among
us who wetre really perfect, whose
example we, could, see, mﬂmm
cepts we could learn and  whose
footsteps we might f . We

might then be the better able to|judge him by

perfect ourselves.  Still we will do
well to emulate the good that are
in our midst, and to ebserve those
great truths we have already re-
ceived in part, wh in their ful-
ness are able tosave us unto the ut-
termost.

my brethren and sisters, for those | from his

We shall not be cast off, | justly be considered as resulting

needs to
get the Spirit of God, to get under-
standing_in| relation to the purpose | that a man with one wife, sealed to
that Guﬁ\ has in view in regard to | him by the authority of the Priest-
this principle; that he may go into [ hood for time and eternity, will re-
the of it understandingly, | ceive an exaltation as great and
that his heart and mind may be set | glorious, if he is faithful, as he pos-
upon practising it in righteousness. | sibly eould with more than one. I
It is a difficult matter, I am aware, | want here te enter my solemn pro-
to distinguish between the actions | test against this idea, for I knew it
ef a man and the principles in|is false. There isno blessing prom-
which he professes to belleve. A
corrupt, ungodly hypocrite can do
more ipjury in the midst of a peo-
ple, in a given length of time, cor-
rugondiugly, than a host of up-
right men can do good. Send an
elder to preach the Gospel among
the nations, and let him degrade
himself, dishonor his Erhsthoud
and calling, and he will bring more
reproach upon the ecause misrepre-
sented by bim, than twenty good
men could remove. Because people
generally Jook at the man, To
his acts would be
righteous judgment; but to con-
demn the gospel, or the Saints, be-
cause of his acts would be uopjust;
yet the cause he misrepresents suf-
fers wrong because of his connec-
tion with it. A man’s acts may

blessing can obtained by man-
kind except by faithful compliance
with the econditions, or law, upon
which the same is promised. The
mart of one woman to a man
for time and eternity by the seal-
ing power, aecording.to the law of
(Ged, is a fulfilment of the celestial
law of .marriage in part—and is
good g0 far as it gees—and so far as
a man abldes these conditions of the
law, he will reeeive his rewsard
therefor, and this reward, or bless-
ing, he could net obtain on any
other grounds or conditions. -But
this is only the inning of the
law, not the whole of it.  Therefore,
whogver has imagined that he could
obtain the fullness of the bleasings
pertaining to this celestial law, by
cemplying with only a portion of

principles, We judge a|its conditions, has deceived himself.

ised exeept upon conditions, and no

sins which we ignorantly commit, | tree by its fruits. The fruits of the
which are the results of misunder- | gospel are good; he that has actual-
standing in all honesty before the|iy embraced the gospel will do

the truth, to inquire into the real
condition of things. The more peo-
ple interest themselves in this di-

He cannot deo it. . When that prin-
ciple was revealed to the Prophet
Joseph SBmith, he very naturally

rection, the more truth they will
learn, and we court such investiga-
tion, for there is certainly nothlng
connected ‘with us, as a religious
community, in consonence with
the gospel Wwe preach, that we
should be ashamed of, or that should
not be known by all men. It
makes no difference with the truth
how much we are wrongfully ac-
cused; nor will it permanently in-
jure us, If we sustain ipnjury or
suffer loss by the misrgpresenta-
tions and evils maliciously promul-
gated about us by our enemies, it
can only be such injary and loss as
will be temporary, for when the
facts do come out, and people learn
the truth, so much the more good
will be accomplished in our favor,
and so much greater injury to those
who are the authors of the false-
hoods concerning us., We want
nothing biddem or covered up;
neither can we respect any princi-
ple or jndlﬂ_dtg’l that will not bear
the daylight and the mosl Carefurs

investigation. Since 1830 the Eld-
ers of this ehurch have been falth-
fully endeavoring to promulgate
the gospel which we have received,
to every nation and people, with-
out distinction as to race or color,
that would receive them; in other
words they have diligently sought
to ‘‘expose ‘Mormonism’” to the
world.

We are not ashamed of our do-
mestic relations, so far, at least as
they exist in accordance with the
principles of the gospel, nor does
any right-minded man or woman
feel in his or her heart to shrink in
any manner from the most rigid ex-
position of correct wviews in rela-
tion thereto. It is true that in com-
mon with mankind generally, we
do not like our faults made publie,
we shrink from that, and it is nat-
ural -that we should. It is very
proper that we should feel a reluc-
tance te have our weaknesses and
imperfections exposed to the werld,
or even to our neighbors. This
feeling is a very proper incentive
to us to continue in the work of
self-improvement, until we shall
overcome the weaknesses we have
inherited, living nearer to the prin-
ciples of life and salvation which
we have received. But the errors
of man affect not in the least the
principles of the gospel of the Son
of God. 'Youshow me a man that
has embraced the gospel in its en-
tirety, in faith and practice, and I
can then point to a man that has
overcome the follies and weakness-
es of the flesh; or show me a man
whois trying to live according to
these principles, and I will show
you & man that is trying to over-
come ‘his weaknesses. Hence
there can be no blame attached to
the.doetrines of our faith, because
of the infirmities and short-comings
of mankind; but we should rather
attribute such weaknesses to their
proper source—the defectiveness of
man, or to his failure, at least, to
comply with those prineiples whigch
are calculated to correct every evi)
and to establish man in righteocus-
ness, Itis perhaps a difficult thing
for us, under the circumstances in
which we are placed, the traditions
of the fathers clinging to us, the
practices of the world before us and
the temptations'to evil so contion-
ally surrounding us, at all times to

live the religion. of Jesus Christ as

perfectly as we thﬂu_ld_?r_ntharwiieltha practice of that principle he|tialj to. the salvalion or exaltation

Lord.
here; the danger lies in our failing

to ive up to that which we do| ficult to separate
know to be right and proper. For|from his prineiples,
this we will be held responsible be-| There is no difficulty, however,
fore the Liord; for this we will be|in this matter to those who always
Judged and condemned unless we | bear in mind that evil and eorrupt

repent and forsake our follies and

our unwillingness to obey the light | dience to the gospel, but of disobe-
and the knowledge which we have | dience, and of the perversion of the
There are some plain,|truth. If we weuld keep
simple trutbs whbich we do know, | our minds we wou!d not cast blame

received.

but which ‘we do not observe,
Herein lies our great gin. -'J'he ¢con-
demnation of the world, when the
Savior commenced his mission
among men, was that light had
come into the world, but the
loved darknoess rather cthan light,
because their deeds were evil. This
principle applies:with eqaal force
tous in this dispensation. . If we

he difficulty does not lie| good, only so far as he may err, or

¥ | and goue into error,

| are good and holy, and he himself

had remained without Lhe gospel,
we would not be tnder condemna-

tion. But now that light bas eome | domestic relations. We see trouble
into the world; now that truth and]in families occasionally, not any

X‘E-_- .raore_so in plural than in
n | faoilles.

the anthority of God have been
stored, we cannot longer rema

without sin unless we obey this
gospel so revealed, and practice our

profession.

There is a great deal said abeut|

our plural marriage by the outside
world, and sometimes it is referred

to by the Latter-day =aints at}

home. I fancy sometimes that not
oniy is the world without knowl

edge in relation to this principle,
but many of those who profess to be
Laftter-day Saints are far from pos-
sessing a correct understanding of
it.

In the first place, it is a principle
that savors of life unto life, or of
death unto death; therefore it is
well for those who bave embraced
the gospel to obtain a Enowledge in
relation ta this matter, It is a prin-
ciple that pertains to eternal life,
in other words, to endless lives, or
eternal increase, It is a law of the
gospel perfaining to the celestial
kingdom, applicable to all gospel
dispensations, wben commanded
and not otherwise, and neither ace
ceptable to God or binding on man
unless given by commandinent,

not only 8o given in this dispensa- |

tion but particularly adapted tothe
conditions and necessities thereof,
and to the circumstances, responsi-
bilities, and personal, as well as vi-
carious duties of the people of God
in this age of the worid. God has
revealed it as a principle particu-
larly suited to the nature of
the work we are called to per-
form, that it might be hastened to
its consummation.. It is arighteous
prineciple, not an unrighteous one,
It is a pure and holy principle; and,
therefore, persons, either male or
female, who have not the desire in
their hearts to become pure and
righteous, have no business to prac-
tice it, for it cannot be practised
acceptably before God on any other

| principle than that of purity and

righteousness, therefore no wicked,
unjust or impure person can enter
into the law of celestial or plural
marriage without incurring the dis-
pleasure of the Almighty and his
own condemnation before the Lord,
unless he speedily repent of all his
impure motives and designs. A
man that is not honest in his heart,

who does not desire to_be just and | experience we gain.

impartial, even as God isjust and

| great, ennobling, and ecalculated to

i partial, has no busigess in plural
marriage; and before he enters into

ahrank, in his feelings, from the
responsibilities thereby im

upon him; foreseeing, as he did in
part, the apparently insurmounta-
Dle difficulties in the way of estab-
lishing it, in the face of popular
opiniun, the traditions and e¢ustoms
of many generations, the frowns,
ridicule, elander, opposition and
persecution of the worid. Yes, this
man of God, who dared to meet the
oppoesition of the whole world with
bold and fearless front, whe dared
to dispute the religious authority
and accumulated learning and wis-
dowm of the age—who dared every-
thing for the truth, and shrank not
even from the sacrifice of his own
life in testimony of his divine mis-
sion, shrank, in his feelings, from

depart therefrom., Hence, it is dif-
& Iman’s pctiona

pracliees are not the results of ebe-

this in

upon the principles themselves
when we see or hear of men, who
should represent them, do wrong;
but we would rather say,the man
has departed from his principles
It 'is he that
is detective, through not practising
what he professes; the prineiples

inaugurating aud establishing this
new  innovation wpon : the estab-
lished customs of the world, But
he did not faulter, although it was
not untilan angel of God,
drawn eward, sissd before Him and

would become g0 teo, if he ‘would
but practise them. _ | '
1l is precisely =0 in relation to our

There is no reason wﬁ?
there should be any differences be-
tween the husbaud and wife, or
h!;:aband .E;ﬂd~‘;FI‘I'EE, in the midst of
vhis people, if all are disposed to
obey the principles and doctrines

into the practice of that principle
or he should be utterly {iprtdtm?ecl’
or rejected, that he moved forward
;:oi- reveal and establish that doc-
trine. ' ‘ f s

of the gospel. It is only by the| - To putthis matter more ¢orrectly
practice of these prinbiples that we | before you, I ‘here deelare that the
can avoid the disturbanees that ne- ||principle  of plural marriage was
cur in families, oramong mankind. | net- first reveéaled on 'the 12th da

We must learn-aund- obey ocorreet|of July, 1843, -1t '
principle, -or we will ever be in tar-|the first time on, that -date, but it
mbil and eonfusion, and in antago- | had been reveaied to.the Prophet
nism one towards another. Where ||many years bef “,..lh!'!h Eﬂfhm-jlﬂ
differences exist in families they |early as I832. Ehmxt this time, or
are traceable directly tosome cause. | subsequently, Jusepb,, tbe Prophet,
I want to imprsss upon the minds [jintrusted. this fact to Oliver., Cow-
of my hearers that the cauge of|dery; he lbmec{ e confid L~
such evil is not traceable to the | posed in him,and bropght reproach
practice of any principle which God rupﬁnlh.fimf. and . thereby upon
has revealed touching these matters, | the [chureh by “ranning, before he
but te the non-observance of them; | was sent,” and ' aking. liberties
and this is true in relation to every Iﬁithqut. license,’” eo Lo speak, hence
prineiple of the gospel. Sometimes | the publicati ny: by O. Cowdery,
it is the fault of the man, some- Ii];l on

about this time, of an. article .
times of the woman, and oftener of | marriage,  whicl  was . carefully
both, but pever the fault of the|worded, and afterwards fouud its
principle, The principle is correct, | way intothe, Doetiive and; Cove-
nants wi
ticle €

cplains itse)f Lo, those, who
understand t

, facts, and is an in-

= 5

bring joy, satisfaction and peace, if
wWe wou d"but observe and pm_ut}ﬂa

the weight of the respensibility of |

ith al|g

Commanded that he ‘should enter | DOgal

Was ' written for |

—_——

nt, to learn wisdom,'to |of mankind, In other words, some | be.obeyed. He tﬂﬂéht it a8 he wa,
of the Baints havesaid,and believe, | commanded to su

A8 were pre.
pared to receive and obey it, ang
they were commanded to entering,
it, or they were threatened that the
keys would be turned against

and they would be cut off by the
Almighty. It need searcely besaig
that the Prophet found no one any
more prepared or more willing
lead out in this matter in righteoy,
ness than he was himself,
could see it—nearly all to whom hy
revealed it believed it, and received
the witness of the Holy Spirit thy
it was of God; but none exce
or even matched the courage
the Prophet hinaself, :

If, then, this principle was d
such great importance that the
Prophet himself was threatene
with destruction, and the best mep
in the church with being excluded
from the favor of the Almighty, il
they did not enter into and esiab-
lish the practice of it upon the
earth, it is useless to tell me that
there is no blessing attached to obe
dience to the law, or that a man
with only one wife can obtain as
great a reward, glory or kingdom
as he can with more than one, be
ing equally faithful,

Patriachal marriage involves con.
ditions, responsibilities ard obliga-
1ions which do not exi:t in monoga-
my, and there are blessings at
tached to the faithful obeervance of
that law, if viewed only upon nat
ural principles, which must so far
exceed those of monogamy as the
condilions, responsibilities and
power of increase are greater, Thi
1s my view and testimony in rela
tion to this matter. I believe it iga
doctrine that should be taught and
understood. g

The benefits derived from the
righteous observance of this ocider
of marriage do not accrue solely W
the husband, but are shared equal
by the wives; not only is this true
uponjthe grounds of obedience
divine law, hut upon physiologi
and scientific ‘priociples, In the
latter view, the Wives are even
more benefitted, if poesible, than
the husband physically. Baut, in-
deed, the benefits naturally accru-
ing to both sexes, and particulatly
to. their oflspring, in this time, pay
nothing of eternity, are immenpsely
reater in the righteous practiee of
patriarchal marriage than in me-
,even admitling the eter-
nity of the monogamic marriage
covenant, *

Man may receive greal reward,
exaltation and glory by entering
into the bond of the new and ever-
lasting covenant, if he econtinue
faitbhful according to his knowl
but he cannot receive the faln

y | of the blessings unless he fulfils th

law, any more_ than he, can claim
the gift of the Holy Ghost after he
is. baptized without the laying on
of bands by the proper authority,
or the remission of sins withoul
baptism, though he may repeat in
sack-cloth and ashes. |
“%“But,” says one, *how will it
with good men who believe the
doctriue, but are prevented, or cans
not enter into the practice of it?”
reply that every man and wom
will receive ali that they are worthy
of, and something thrown in per
haps, on the score of the boundless
charity of God. But who can justly
expect to obtain more than they
merit? All the judgments of God

t authority. This ar- |are not given unto man. What we

do not learn relative to the salva-

tion of our souls, which are our

it as we should. But in order to do ,d@pﬂthﬁ}h;.-zﬁepm <f; the, early | bedjes and spirits, in this probation

this we must get wisdom and un- | existence of
derstanding. These, by many, are
acquired only through Jong expe-
rience.. We begln as children, we | Oliver Cow
have to learn precept by precept
line after lice, here a little an
there a little, which is good, pro-
vided we protit by that whiu’ﬁ e|
learn. M.n must be just, so also
must woQum:, in relation to these
matters, ‘ai: must be just one
towards another; also forbearing |
and patient, cullivating lﬁ.l‘%flj’

ed

designed to go forth te t

|lor to, the w nﬁ?.f- -:3‘1' A8 most, proba;
'rbl_r that, bad, itbeen then written
with, a, view to. its going;outas a
doctrine, of .the chureh,. it wonld
that Christian attribute ca have been presented in a somewhat
Charity, in order toget along peace- | different. form. . There are person-
ably with our neighbors, our breth- |alities ; contained jin a part of, it
ren and sisters, as well as with our | which uﬁ_nnt relevant Lo the prin-
wives, busbands and childien. We |ciple .itself, but rather to;the, cir-
are all impeifect; we have to Jearn | cumstances, which necessitated  its
by littles as we pass along, profiting | being witten at that time.. Joseph
ofttimes by that which we suffer, | Bmith, on the day it was written,
yet often Iﬂpei& ing the same errors, | expressly declared that there was a
When we find ourselves oveicome | great deal. more conpecied with the
in a fault, that should be set down |doctrine which weuld be revealed
a8 an example for future time, if | in due time; but this was suflficient
possible, never allowing ourselves | for the occasion, and was made to
to be caught in the same predica-|suffice for the time bY¥ing, Aund,
ment again. Thus profiting by the | indeed, I think it much more than
many are prepared to live up to
even now. When the time came
to introduce this dogctiine ta 1hose
who were worthy in the church,

some people bave supposed that
the doctrine of plural warriage was,
a sork of superfluity, or non-essen-

o

. o -

st | Kpowledge of the | we will _
principle of patriargbal marriage | which lies before us, for we cannot
by the ]&’IQPEEF Jﬁﬂ?ﬁh; and also by | be saved without knowledge.

- _Whe 'thi@ﬂflﬂﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁn. -I ;h |
in 1843,.it was for a special purpese, |  Sappose we live and die withoul
by  the request. of ,the  Patriarch | knowledge? Then, if we ever ob=
yram Smith, ?qd 'Was not then |tain salvaiion we will bave to get
ke, church |it in the next weild, as the Ante-

'dil vians did, who rejecied the

|

God commanded the Prophet auu.iity of the Holy Priest

ave te learn in the eternity

L B“
hat if we never get knowledge?”
en we never will be saved,

gospel as preached unte them by
Noab, and were destroyed by the
flood, sent to the prison-house to be
punished for their disobedience and
other wickedness, and in the merk
dian of time received knowledge
by the proclamation of the gospel;
as preached unto them by the Sa-
vior while his body slept in the
tomb, without which they would
forever have remained iguorantof
God, his government and luws, in
a lost condition. All men must ob
tain salvation upon their own mer
its, for by our works shall we be
judged, and by them justified of
condemned, :

It is 'a glorious privilege to be
permitted to go into a_, Temple of
God to be united as man and wile
in the bonds of holy wedloek for
tinde and all eternity h{l the suthor-

ood, which




