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and to preach from a text. I do not know
that you will find it recorded in any particu-
lar volume; and it is not exactly possible for
me to tell the chapter and verse, but it will be
found in the gospel according to Saint Brig-
ham. Sectarian religion, sectarian God, and
the democracy of our country compared to-
rether |
. We find in the Methodist discipline that the
God worshipped by John Wesley’s followers
was a very singuiar b.ing witbout body or
yjarta. Iu the pla'forms of the Presbyterians,

abtists, and other denominations, it is de-
clared that he has neither body, parts nor
passions. This is Jolin Knox’s old ﬂlatfnrm.
i never was very mvuch posted in these sys-
tems of piety, but 1 remember when quite
voung looking at the book containing the ar-
ticles of their faith, and wondering what sort
of a being it was that had veither body, paris
or passions, and | might perhaps, with pro-
Jriety, add principles or power,

Lindley Murray says a substantive is the

after much solicitation he arose and said, ‘I
. ' believe what your preacher has said in regard
[ arise before you to offer a few remarks,

—_—

 tion of the discourse, and bore testimony to |

the truth of what the preacher bad said. Fi-
nally, the friends of the Mormon Elder re-
quested him to speak. He hesitated; but

to the different denominations--that they each
form a link in the chain with which Satan
will be bound; and when bound both Satan
and chain wilt be cast into the lake hat burn- |
eth with fire and brimstone, according to the |
testimony of John the Revelator,” and sat
down. He was not called on again,”

But now for the second part of my text, the
democracy of our eountry. I was reading
the remarks of a gentleman, who was insist- |

At that time a great many men held slaves;
we drove our slaves to Virginia and sold them
for the money and got full pay. We imme-

diately began to feel sorry for them, and be-
gan to feel that it was very wicked to keep
negroes seeing we had got the money for ours,
Qur State was free from slavery, and we de-
sired all the Virginians to turn their negroes
loose. We grew more and more conscien-
tious about it. The pulpit took the lead, the
Sunday schools and every other religious in-
flurnce that could be brought to bear. Mr.
Lincoln now is put into power by that priest-
ly influence, and the presumption is, should he
not find his har ds full by the secession of the
southern States the spirit of priestcratt would

}ng that the yuunﬁ men of nurfuuntr}r ahhuuhl force bim in spite :;f i::]ia good wishes and in-
earn to t, that is to make a speech on tentions to put to death, if it was in hi -
p: litics, :Ei?l?”b’ﬂ prepared to take thE stump. | er, every llh’.i.]llll that l:elie:.rea in t':elﬂi:ifzep;g-
A_geilﬁleman ::nmme:lltdi:ir(::}i?ha:gst gold "Ifl;” :Bifu“ nl’l.luieph Sglith, or Itrhadt bears testimony
ruin the country,an nion. e | of the doctrines he preached.

people being thé government, having no re. ' There is no spirit more intolerant, cruel and
cognized head, and having to express itself 'devilish, thin a spirit of religious persecu-
throvgh the belly. it you please, it takes a |tion. It carries its cruelties to a greater ex-
Cumve £ thuabad I e Ou0d ki dividod | mimplad sl the ruligiosss S0 ChEL Dot 1
that the fact is, it would have you to suppose | uniled, and the sword is placed in their hands,

lin the boots.

that the greater portions of the biains were
Read the p oceedings of Con-
gress for the last year, and you will see cne |

it is the most bloody weapon that was ever
wielded; infidelity is almost harmless cow-
pared with it. The blood thirsty power

— - s ] —

like rats from a bnilding on' fire, and escaEe
in time, and escape unhurt. Be wide awake
and diligent in these things, and when we are
called upon to go after the poer, rezard it as
a most important mission. 1do not want to
see the Bishops, in selecting men to go as
teamsters, select some that are of no account.
If you send out a team that you expect to have
gathered around it fifteen or twenty Saints
to cross the p'ains, send a man that will be a
father to them, and teach them righteousness,
and inspire them with good sentiments and
exalted feelings, And you that go on such
missions remember you are sent to bring home
the sheaves, therefore take care of them,
strengthen and encourage them in regard to
the things they should do and understand.—
Stir up in their Learts a spirit of obedience,
and they will come in here with the light of
the spirit of the Lord burning brightly within
them, that iheir passage over the plains may
be a school to them of principle and doetrine,
and truth that they may inberit all the bless-
ings that are in store for them; blessings that
will endure forever.

I believe I have got entirely from my text,
excuse me, and may the Lord bless you.
Amen,
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name of anything that exis's, but if a being coustant stew, eve y man that could get the
Lad no body, purts or passious, its exist-nce opportunity, would get up ard pronounce a
could only be imaginary.
be @ noun, but netreally asubs.an'ive, lun- lic expense, at any rate to send home to his
derstand a substaniive, according to Kiuk-| constitueits, to lei them know that he did or
hham, to be the name of a substane’. ) mu-t say something to prevent the dissolution

The God that Moses saw wrote with hisfin-! of the \ nion, without ever reflecting upon, or
gerupon hetables of stlone. See Ep. chap.31.  seeing the real cause cf the difficulty. Itis a
14, v. The God that Jacob saw walked with specics of maddening fury that rolis along
bhim. Jacob was, no doubt, an expert wrest- ' like the waves of the . ei, a Kind of universul
ler, and in the habit ef throwing anybody that| confusion. Take foriusiance those who have
came along. See Gen, 32;chap. 24,21v, He been the most devoted to the Constitution of
was waundering about one night, and met* a!the United States, and they like the ancients
stranger, with whom lLe wrestled all night,! who shonted great is the Goddess Diana, of
and when he found he could not throw bhim, the Ephesians, wou'd shout great is the Con-
he said you are something more than a man, | stitu ten; a great and glorious thing is the

that have been exercised under suelh influence
exceeds anylhing that history records. It is

Il s ppose 1t would solemn speech, or have it printed at the pub-!a Union, a combination of civil and religious

ower in the hLands of corrupt men, and that

rought to bear, and turved loose upon us
' with a determination to annihilate every Lat-
'ter Day Saint,

But God is our shield and our protector. It
was this influence thit brougnt us trouble
during the Administration of Mr. Buchauan,

‘The republican organs whipped Mr. Ba-
chanan iuto the Utah war, aud they then

whipped him until he got out of it the best he
could, ard then they whipped him awfully for
getting out, They weant to keep him there un-

. whipped him for getting into it; and they

or I couid (brow you. But I will not let thee

go excep' thou bless me, for thou art more
than mortal, or I could throw thee. And Ja-
cob said, 1 will call the name of the place
Penie , for I have seen God face to face and

my life is preserved. The God with whom
Jaeob wrestled had sone body and sowme!
parts. 1 need not go to work to investigate
this subjecty only to say that the God wor-
shipp d by the sectarian world is not the
Le'ng that wrestled with Jacob,

We also leain from the ol! book that the
Lord erested man in his own image, and in
his express likeness. Man ' possesses body
and parts; the result is he i8 a being in the
express image of the Fatbher. The Fatheror
the God that the svetarians worship is not the
teing who ereated man. 'But this imaginary
Deity, or myth, cf nothing at all, whose cen-
ter 18 sa d to be everywbere, and whose cir-
cumference is no where, (1 have heard it de-
scribed in that language), which is worship-
ped by the sectarian world, can simply be ex-

pressed by using the words of the Methodist
d1sc pline and the creeds generally, and with

the addition of two or threeother words, with-!
ont body, parts, passions; then add prinei-

ples or power. Whatis the result of wor-
shipping such a being? It is a most inde-
scribable re igious co fusion, a confusion that
cur language is inade uate to express. One
of the old Proplicts says: Woe to the multi-
tude ol many people tha: make a noise,
I'once went to a Methodist camp meeting,

and heard somwe tiousands of men and women |
praying, sereaming, shouting, screeching all!

at once. At thattume 1 looked round, and
thought of the words of the Prophet, “Woe
to the multitude of many people that make a
noise like the noise o' a sea.” 1t was like a
perfect bedlam of confusion. About midnight
I got tired of the noise and thought 1 would
£0 away.
ter of a mile f'om the camp. When 1 went 1o
get him he had broke the girth of the saddle,
drawn the knot of the halter so tightly that 1
had to en*, it and to lead bim scme distance
befcre I cou'd quiet him g0 as to side him,

This will give you an idea of the confusion
that can be created by a thousand voices in

the utmost extreme of enthusiasm and confu-
rion of a Methodist camp meeting.
ferent sects d/ffor about almost everything that
pertains to their religion.

Harper
story:

“A Mormon Elder from Salt Lake, Ly the
rame of Randall, not many years ago, while
on a vigit fo his friends in the State of Ohio,

was requested to altend a Campbellite meet-| claims the title, and presides over a

til the work of destruction was done. But
thank the Lord the Latter Day Saints yet
live, and yet have an influence, and they are
yet £ It.

Now brethren this is the word of the Lord.
And that contention which exists throughout

Union, and every s ep th y would take, every
single effort they weonld make would be to
tread on the rights of others. What is the
matter? What causes all this confusion?—
Why those men who are plac d in au'hority,
from the President down, looked silently on,
and saw the laws trampled underfoot, the |the country, and which by its actual division
Cons'itution violated, the righis of the inno-iis rendered powerless to injure us, is really
cent trifled with, the blood of innocenee ! our protection; God uses it to protec' us, He
poured upon the ground like water, and the has said the wicked shall slay the wicked.—
little insign ficant body of people, the “Damu-| The time will come when the vengeance of |
ed Mormons,” as they pleased Lo call them, |tie Almizhty will fall upon the heads of those
driven from their homes into the wilieruess,|that have persecuted, slain, driven, and re-
and go peace was taken from their midst,— | Julced over the destruction and aflliction of the
Suppose you get thLe christians now together, | Saints. I know that this is the work of the
and fetch them up here, and ask them to tell | Lord Almighty. I hear my testimony to it.
us which is the pure religion, take, say a i Aud I say tbat if we were as we ought to be,
dozen of the leading sects, and let each ore (if we woula listen to the counsel of President
tell us whieh is the pure religion of Jesus Young as we ought to do, if we would obey
Christ, and they would get up such a quarre!, ! his instructions as we ougit to obey them, we
such a confusion, such a hubbub, that it wou!d | would be the wealthiest people upon the fuce
be impossitle to tell anything about it. Go ol theearth. 1 suppose, huwever, so far as
to work and gather vp the different faclions |tie necessaries of lite are concerned, we are

Lo year,

day merning, April 7, 1361,
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It is a matter of rejoicing to me, brethren
and sisters, that 1 pave Lhe privilege ot
agsembling here in a conference capacily,
conlemplating tue growth of the kingdom
ol the Almighty, which has been upon the
|earth for the past 81 years; and, cousidering
\tha progress that this people nave made in
knowledge, power and inteliigence, We meet
together in ihis capacity, from time to time,
twice in a year we have always the same
privilege,

Alter considering the past, and seeing the
improvements that we bave made, as a people
and as individuals, it i1s a4 matter of impor-
tance to us to cousider ourselves Lo see whetlier
we are making such progress as is required of
usg to learn 1t we are keeping pace with the
times and the improvements that are being
made by the leading men of the church; to
find out whether we, as individuals, are im-
proving in the principles of the gospel,whether
we are iinproving in the practice of righiteous
and holy principies, and whether we are gain-
ing knowiedge, wisdem, virtue, and getting a
mmore full understanding of how to make oui-
seives happy, and thus prepare ourselves for
that situ-tion that we expect to occupy in
tuture,

As has been said by our President, we can
clearly see the rapid improvements and ad-
vances that this people are making from year
It is a pleasure to us, and we ought
to feel grateful to our heavenly Father for
the strength that has been given to this peo-
ple in consequence of the union, the knowi-

of eur country, political'v, and let them un- |80 now. 1

dertake to teil what the matter is, and it
would only have a tendiney to show a speci-

mumity throughout the United States as large
| as ours but what the present distress growing

presume you cannot find a com-

men of that ignorance, stupidity, weakness | out of the present finaucial panic, from polit-

out the land.

the

I bad tied my horse about a gyuar- |

that mob, and protect the Saiuts, they should
have moh upon mob, mob upon moh, until mob
power, and mob ru'e should be all over the
whole land; until no man’s 1ife or p ojety
should be safe. This prophzey is beinyg lit-
terally fulfilled,

The laws of the country are trampled upon
with impunity, and there is nothung but a
general and universal mob ru'e. There is
really a combination of corruption which ex.
ceeds anything which the world bas witness-
ed for gepnerations.

Take for instance the officers of the army;

The dif -

‘s Mogazine tells the fﬂlluwil‘rg"

go into any little de achment of the army,
and they get together in solemn conclave, and

condemn a whole Jot of provizions, seil them

for a mere trifle. Some of them wiill then by
them in again, and pay twenty times as mucl)'; *
as they sold for, and thus blced Unecle San.
Such mon are in office every year, Men in
office think it 2 fine thing to swindle the gov-
ernment, whioh is only a miserable goose for
them to [iluck. Now I will put the text to-
gether. The religious and political organi-
zations of the country; Abe Lincoln—the
present President of the United Statles, t:at
was, at any rate he eccupies the seat and
portiom

ing—a sociely to which his relatives belonged. ' of the Union at Washington in name. This

He went, and listened to an eloquent dis-

course. he preacher was more charitable
(ban many of the clergy of other denomina-
tious, and in thie course of his remarks said
that each denomination or branch of the
eiiurch formed a link in the chain with which

reign of Peace., After the sermon was ended,
wany of the bretlren expressed their approba-

man is the representative of the religious en-
thusiasm of the country. For the last thirty
years there has been a constant stirring up,
and firm exertion on the part of the north te
get up a crusade against slavery, to make the

' men who live in the southern States turn over
8atan would be bowvnd, and thus usher in the |

their slaves.
I was raised in the State of New York, and

and universal confusion which reigns th o gl- |

IliI'umw:ﬂ;lrllt':l:'.*-l:__th«:! early movements in this matier,

ical disurganizaltion, the failure of men to pay

When the Latter Day Saints |their debis, the refusal of the south to con-{hood and thence to manbood.
were driven from Jacksen county, in 1833, | tinue i the Union; among these influences |tell the paiticular moments of its growth and
Joseph Smith prophesied that il the people of | you eannot find a community as large as this |increase in stature, you cannot point out the
nited States would not biirg to juqt ce | but what would be more or less actually in a particular day, hour or minute in which it

state of sullering for want of bread. There
is no Latter Diy Saint in these mountains but
what can get good bread, and eat that which
is good aud wholesome, hence [ may say we
are the richest people, and it we had listened |
as we ouzht to have, for the last four years
to the counsel of the Presidency we would
bave pos-essed wmillions of property which we |
do not now. Thue fear there is in the breasts
of manv that the Presidency will exercise an
influrnce over their business affairs, that
would not give them as good a chance as they
ought to liave, has bLeen all the while a plap
to entangle our ewn feet, and has caused us
to giope like blind men in the dark, and |
scrambie for the piccayunes when we might
just as well have picked up the eagles. |
have been sorry for this., 1 know that a wise
head to guide us in our movements, in our dif-
ferent settlements, to tell us what we should
cultivate, what kind of things we should im-
prove in, and the advantages to be taken of
the climate and productions of our several lo-
calities, and the way we should exercise onr |
labor to produce the necessaries of life, is of |
vast importance to us. Woe have our brethren |
gcattered all over the world far and near, and
many of them have been struggling for years
to come to Zion. We should be awake while
we are here, and try to release them from their
bondage, for ere long the terrible storm will|
break loose, every man’s hand will be let
loose upon his neighbor,-and blood. and dis-
tress, turmoil, sorrow, misery, war, and de.
struction will sweep the whole face of the
earth as with the besom of destruction,

Let us then exert oureslvea to aeliver our
Srethren that they may flee {ros the old barg!

'how to be great, good and hapry.

edge aud wisdom that we are continualy
galning.

We can easily see the improvements that
the people are making. It is like the babe
that passes from a state of infancy to child-
You caunot

inereases, but you are ail the time perfectly
aware that it is gaining, growing, becoming
greater continually, 1t is precisely so iu re-
gard to ourselves spiritualiy. 1f we are do-
ing our du'y, though we cannot point out the
woment, the day, or the particular time when
we receive the increase of knowledge, wisdom
or power, yet we know and feel conscious, as
we reflect back, that we have gained. Thix

'is @ hlessing; and for this we ghourd 1eel deep-

ly grateful to our heavenly Father. We are

| where we want to make ourselves happy, and

the nature of the objects around us arve such

. as to cause us to bear some fru.ty be it good

or bad, sweect or gour,

We are in the world but we are ignorant;
we do not know what will make us happy,
or whether we will 1eceive wnat we antici-
pate. We know little or nothing about these
thinge. We seek happiness, and that which
will make us comfortable, but we do pot
really understand whit will make us happy

(for time 2nd kappy for eternity.

Thie Priesthood has been restored; it has
been bestowed upon manthatthrough that ine-
dium,all who would like to be good aud happy,
might have the privilege, The gospel tells us
_ The spirit
of the gospel of Curist teaches all things that
are necessary for our present and futurs we.-
fare,

We have these e¢bjects in view to day, and
we should continualiy keep them before us.
Look back fer twenty-five years, or lovk back
ten years only, and 2 great many have been
in the church that leugth of time, and see
what we bhave neccomplished. We sea fare

ther and comprehend things betier, hence we



