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EDITORIALS.

RELIGIOUS MARBIAGE AND
THE CIVIL LAW.

BoMEeE comments of the DESERET
NEiwa on that part of President Al-
thur’a message relaiing to Utah,
have been telegraphed east and
west, and have been produced In
many papers, with remarks calcu-
lated to mislead the public as to
thefr true meaning. Qiven without
the context and interpreted or con-
strued according to the desire of the
dispatcher oreditor adding the com-
ments,the paragraph from this paper
has done service for thoss who wish
to convey the Impression that the
S Mormone’’ are deflant and ready
to resist the laws and the Govern-
ment.

We find in the Chlcago Times,
however, a tranthfol presentation
of the much gnoted remarks of
the NEws with a common sense
fair and able dissertation on
their plaln meaning and intent. We
clip the following from a leading
editorial of the T¥mes reviewing
the failures of the various attempts
made to eolve what is called *the
Mormon problem.™”

Polygamous Mormons donot seem
to regardthe presidential plan of
- eolving the polygamy prohlem us an
#herole remedy” of that amazing
efficacy which some persone who
are not Baints impute to it. A Mor-
mon paper says very rationally; “It
is not shown in what way the des-
truction of our logal government
would affect the question _of poly-
g;my. The ploral aharriages of the
ormons ara not pusiained or recog-
nized by the territorial laws and
oculd not be dissolved by commis-
sione, by edicts, by armies, nor by
any other earthly powers.” Why?
“Because they are ecolesiastical,
perpetual, eternal, unless Mor-
mons become recteant to their
faith wilth heaven,” In other
words {more appropriate to the ex-
pression of ideas that appertaln to
this world) they are afiairs of re-
liglonn and not of politics; of eccle-
slastical polity and not of clvil pol-
ity; of a smperstitious faith and.not
o! a rational understanding.

Nearly all systems of religion
comprehend notions, practioss, and
ritea of some sort respecting the
marital relation. This is erpecially
the case with all $he religions that
roat on or acoept the inspiration
theory of the Hebrew and Greek
scriptares. The Roman snd Greek
churches regard civil marriages as
no lezs than an unsanctifled atate of
adultery, and the Anglican ohurch
1s hardly different to them In that
respect, Allof them, and moat of
the non-apostolic eectaries, too, treat
marriage a8 & religions sacrament,
valld only in the sight of heaven
when celebrated by the Lord’s an.
ointed, While the civil power may
tegally separate those “whom God
hath joined togethsr,” the orthodox
Christian notion is that God only
can disjoin whom they say God hath
olned.

The Mormon religlous notion 1a
not different to the most generaliy
accepted Christian notion on the
subject. The f‘celestinl marriage”
system asserts the sanotion and
anthority of Jehovah in the minis.
try of an ecclesinstical agenay of
Jehovah, precisely as the Christian
marrlage system asserts the aame
panction and suthority throngh a
Itze ministry, whose spiritnal ac.
countability is not to any establish-
ment of civil government. The
civil law may decree that snch re-
Jigious marriages may not be legal,
may denounce them aa immoral,
may s=anction severe punishment
upon any who praetice them, and
the ministers of the ‘eivil law may
inflict such punishments i they can
oonvict the offenders by **due conrse
of law.” But all that wonld not
dissolve the celestini marriagee, nor
change the relationa of the celesti-
ally marrled in any way. How
then, can & particular form of olvil
government, & particolar code of
clvil laws, or & partionlar establish-
ment of oivil administration, solve
the polygamy problem or “dig ap
polygamy by the rootet”

Evidently, there is no glotency in
any form or device of official gov.
ernment thatcan peform such a
miracle. Because the roota of the
thing it 18 proposed to dig up are not
within the jurisdiction or the resch
of any clvil power, any more than
are the roots of any other mode of

superstition or idolatry.

ew, then, shall the *“‘polygamy

problem” be solved? There 1s cnly

one way, and that ig, to eradicate the
religious superatition iIn which po-
iygamy exists, The civil power
cannot do that. It can be doneonly
by spiritnal power, acting upon the
moral natare of men and women,
dirabuping them of an abeard religi-
ous puperstition, of & tyrannical and
pestilent faith. 'i'hose wbo can most
eftectively exert that spiritual pow-
er are Dot preachers of a-somewhat
different faith resting on tne same
foundation, like Parson Newman,
but preachers of no faith at all in
theories of the supernstural, like
Mr, *Bob’’ Ingersoll, For Ingersoll
there is in Utah a grand mizpion and
a great work in the preagchment of
unbelief. It is the solation of the
Sipolygamy problem.”

Potting aside the fagetions sog-
geistion of the F¥mes in regard to the
elogoent apostle of modern infideli-
ty, it presents the views of this pa-
per couched in the paragraph that
has been mirinterpreted by our ene-
mies, and shows their bearing upon
the mpbject which seems to agilate
4p many minds throoghout the
coantry. The vigorous and eensi-
ble méterances of the ITimes arein
miarked contrast fo the twistings
and perversicns of those peraons
s yppers that have tried to evolve
fyom onr remarks an avowal of hoa-
tility to the Government of the
United Btates.

Celeatlal marriage 1s marriage
for eternity nnder rules, cerermonies
and covenants revealed by the Al-
mighty, with ¢he promiee that what
I8 sealed by the authority thus di-
vinely given on earth ehali besealed
in heaven, and be of fall force and
effect In this world and in the
world to come. Objectors may say
“we do not believe it.”” Bat that ig
not the question. - We do believe it,
and it is that taith which leads us
to eay that there is noeartnly power
which can dlssolve such marriages.
Commissicns, oourts, armies, nations
may bring trouble to the indlvidoals
and the community, and may even
go to the extent of destroying their
lives, But this wonld have mo
effect upon the eternal nature of
#heir marringe covensnis, because
thoze covenants mre beyond the
reach of any power bat that of Je-
hovah, anless It be the individua
parties thereto, who mey rende
thelr covenants void by iniquity
Bbnds, Imprisonments, penaliles of
any kind, even death itself, would
not change or destroy them, because
a8 we have said, they are divine,
perpetual, eternal,

As the T¥meg clearly shows, the
alvi]} government has, properly, no
jarizdiction over that which issccle-
siastical. Marriage, aa & religious
ordinance, is outside of the domain
of the eivil law. That matrimony
is a matter of religion has been reo-
ognized in all ages, and that it is so
oansidered to-day by many millions
of peopla in Eoarope and A merica
oannot be denjed. ¢ Mormon' mar-
riage is eszentially a religious ordl-
nance, and that it is in some res-
peots different to other religions
marriages doea not affeot the ques-
tion ot ite relation to the ocivil law.
If the government feels cailed
npon to enact laws against it, Jet
those laws be poat in force in
8 lawful and repnblican man.
ner, To wuee the frequent
language of cur malighant enemies:
“lef the lawe be enforced in Utah
asin other parts of ‘the Union.”
And this would exclude extrmordi-
nary methode, violations of the es-
tablished rules of jurizprudence,bills
of att.al.ndar, e.’cpou:faoto legla}gﬂon
and most of the muuprecedented and
Irrational schemes devised against
the Latter-day Saints to prevent the
Séfreo exercise’ of their religion.
This whole *Mormon guaestion®
hae been exaggerated, misrepreren-
ted and worked up Into s politics!
1ssne, a8 a cry for demagogues and n
text for professional preachers,while
in and of ltself It 18 & matter that
ought to be Jeft to the aphere of
polemics, and if it had not been so
thrust to the front, advertised
throoghout the world and made
prominent by its adversaries, wonld
have formned no occasion for excite-
ment and 0o national issue to poz.
zle siateemen and perplex the
politicians.
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A PROTECTIVE MOVEMENT.

YESTERDAY, arrangements were
perfected with the D, & R. G. R. R. |
Company—through the good offices
of the Cache County branen of
Zion’s Board of Trade—that will
doubtless result in considerable ma-
terial benefit to the people of that
section of Utah, The transpotion is

in the natareof an agreement on the
part of the railroad named to ehip
conl to Ogden and Corinne on easy
terms, and from those two points it

will be haaled to Logan and other

arts of Cache by teams. The Cache
%al]ey grangers have found a mar-
ket for their prodoce along the line
of the D. & R. G., and wiil come
to Corinne and Ogden loaded
with that kind of freight,
makjpg the home trip carrying coal,
which, by this means, the people
will probably be enabled te obtain
at but little above the rates that pre-
vatl in this city, those doing the
hauling at the same time making
falr wages,

This ts = protective movement
against unjust rallroad discrimina-
tion, the people of Logan having,
for instance, to pay $5.60 and 39 a
ton for coal that can be bad in this
city for $6.50, while the carrying
distance to the respective points Is
goarce appreciable, about the only
real ground for any increase of price
being mpon the nceessity of transfer
from broad to narrow guage, muk-
ing but a trifling difference,

In addition t0 the high price
which the good people of Cache
have been compeiled to pay for coal
(when they could get it) they have
pot been properly supplied, Thus,
in addition to the chagrin of being
compelled to warm themselves at
fires Inordinately expensive, their
misery has been varied by being
compelled ¢~ paiver in the cold of
&l ocoasional coal famine,

Ths disadvantages under which
the people of (ache have been
placed by this apecies of treatment
has not been confined to coal.
fact the fuel question has not fgur-
ed near go oonspiouously as the tre-
mendous unjust discrimination in
relation to farm products, It 18 the
old, old story “of the crushing pro.
cess peculiar to somilesa corpora-
tlons when they are free {rom
the presence of competitors. In
thia inatance the ox and the mule
are piaced in the feld and pitied
against the iron horse aud iron-
hearted railroad owners and opera-
tors. Of course the conteat is on-
equal and ibe ox and the mule
“mpst go.”' The rates will be re.
duced, as the company who mow
“hoid the Fort” will not sarrender
to such compuratively feeble foes,

Another railroad is the solution
of the diffleclty, and the only one
that couid give permanent relies
from impoaltion,for *they ail do it,”
Whnen they get the opportunity.

1t is now pertinent to ask what bas
become ef the proposed Uiah and
Wyoming railroad which was to ran
from the Mammoth coal beds in the
last named Territory, down Black-
amith’a Fork and through Cache to
a point on the . P. line. is that
project defunot, or doee it stlil main~
tain any degree of vitality? KEven
it it is near the expirlng point, sure-
y the present emergency shoaid
1an the smallest epark of life into a
flame and bring about resnecltation,
The Mammoth beda are practically
inexhaustible,and a road that wouid
give their products transportation
would,'we should think, on account
of the advantageous position of the
mines, have a paying trade in the
coal business alone.

‘Where 18 M. Negus?

THE POLITICAL OBJECT.

WE obeerve that quite a few of the
leading journais of the country take
preclsely the same view of the ob-
ject 0f the anti-“Mormon” crusade
as has already been expressed hy
ns. Among these il the Detroit
News, a very ahly condnoted paper.
We extract from one of ita recent
articles ;

#Henator Edmunde reems to have
taken the suppression of polygamy
{o bimeelf as an especial and perso-
nal vocation, remembering, proba-
bly, that the founder of the aystem
cawe from his own Btate. His last
biil having failed to make any im-
presalon, he bobbed up serenely
with another on Tuesday iast, When
this fails he will probably furnish
another, and 8o on ad infinliam.

In his capacity as the brains of the
Republican garty it is not essential
that eny of hias bills should really be
effectual In suoppressing polygamy.
Indeed, ii we were,to make a gness
at all at the shrewd old Vermonter’s
real purpoze; we ehould eay that the
extirpation of polygamy la the last
thing he desires, here Is
not a man in either
honse who knows better than Senat-

or Edmunds what can and what
can’t be done by legislation, and

what i likely to be the eftect of any
particular law proposed. Many
senators told him when he bad his
inet measure uoder way that it
wouldn'’i have the slightest effect
npon polygdmy. He knew it better
thansny one of them. He didn’t
intend it to have any effect npon
polygamy. He alms it at the bead
of the democratic party. It an-
swered his purpose in that respect
perfectly. It gave the party of God
and morality the party of all the vir-

taes, another chance to get np a

howl about other people’s vices, If
it sulppressod polygamy, the chanoce
wouid bave Leen gone.

Alter stating that the party had
exercieed Its eelf-righteous efforts in
the direction of Intemperance,
which, however, acted as a boomer-
ang, the News eaye:

That crusade was dropped, and
Benator Edmunds happtly turned to
polygamy. Repnblicane, like demo-
Crats, as a rule have bot one wife
aplece—at a time—whom the recog-
nize., Therefore it was perfectly safe
to attack polygamy withont josing
any republican votes. Beeides, Ed-
munds knew perfectly well that no
amount of oratory or law making
would extirpate it, and congratulat-
e¢d himself on floding something
that would furnish good fighting for
s geheration or eo,and offer a lasting
'foil for the superfiaons moral indig-
nation of the chaste and virtuous
republican masses.

s flirst bili was offered to a Re-
publican House and Benate, gnd
served its purpose in enabling the
party to point with pride to another
holy work it bhad undertaken. Ali

In}ihe pulpits and all the pepera cried

out, *Lo, the great party has again
buckled on its armor in the canse of
God, and even s it slew the Goliath
of slavery, It is now about to drive
out the devlil of polygamy.” But
the bilf don’t kill polygamy or even
huort it,

That was the eepecla)l beanty of
the bill as a piece of party policy,
and that is the eapeciai beanty of
polygamy as & political jssue. The
nealiby survival of polygamy gave
Mr. Edmonda snother chance to
put hie party before the people as
the champion of morality. Ana
this time he has the added advan-
tage of the presence of a Demoorat-
jic House which may antagonize or
ignore his bill; when be will be able
not only to point with pride to his
own party’s championship of mor.
ality,but to set ali the pulpits of the
jand—with the exception of Beech-
er’s—rajling at the Democracy as
the defender and npholder of »ln.

On the other hand, if the demo-
crats let his bill pass, on the prinei-
plethat it pleazes the republicans
and doesn’t hort them, Edmands
knowe perfectly well that it will
have no more effect on polygamy
than the other one had-—and there
will be the “Twin Relic” still, a
perpetual and handy red rag with
which to arouse republican virtue to
an annoal frengy of moral indigna-
tion and enthnsiasm.

His new bill is pretty drastic, asit
abolishes female snffrage, officially
decapitates every officer in the Tex-
ritory, and givea the commission
power to sup%y their places by ap-
pointment. But Edmunds knows
that polygamy will etill remaln, and
that nothing short of the eword or
the eurgeon’s knife will ever deprive
bim of his darling great moral ques-
tion.

Edmunds is a shrewd old fellow.

A BREACH IN THE TRIUMYVI-
RATE.

Ix onr local columns to-day appears
an affidavit of a peculiar character,
ccnnected with the notorlous Rev.
@. M. Pierce bankruptoy affair, that
haz created s0 broad a scandal in the
community. The other day we
gave an explanation of a number of
crooked transactions performed by a
trio of interssted persons—@G, M.
Plerce, T. €. Griffitts and M. M,
Bape. The maze of moral and fin-
ancial twistedness maintains ite
apparently interminable charaoter,
The Rav. Mr, Pierce states under
oath that his assignee, Mr, T. O,
Griffitts j=—well we consider the
word that would flatly desiguate it
too vulgar and will put it in English
arliamentary  pariance — guilty
of & Sconspicaowne inexactitnde.”
When it is considered that the par-
pose of perpeirating so flagrant =
departure from tbe truth was to
defraud one of Mr, Plerce’s legiti-
mate creditors of his rlghts, the

enocrmity and dishonest character of
the falsification are intensifled.

When this crookedness Is coin-
bined with Mr.Griffltts’ connivance
with General M. M, Bane, in allow-
ing the latter, on & bill. of sale ob-
tained from the defaulting clergy-
man, to carry away a large amount
of property after the assignment was
mede, & more unflf person to be en-
trusied with the property rights of a
iarge nomber of people couid ecarce-
Iy be conceived.

The aworn denunciation by the
Rev,.Pierce of Mr.Griffitts, looks ke
a cheering scintillation of iight in
the midst of the most
deglorab]e tarpitude and gloom,
It has the appearance of a ray of re=
pentanee from the reverend gentle-
man. ‘We hajl it as eomething
refreshing and, we must confess,
Isther unexpected. We hope he
will Eeep on in that line, for none
is so far gone bot he may retrace
his steps,

There isone bleak epot in Mr,
Pierce’s affidavit transactions, how-
ever. In view of his past career, it
is & gnestion with the public wheth-
er he can be safely belleved under
oath.

Bo far as General Bane and Mr,
Griffitta are concerned we are not
even 80 hopeful a5 of him. They
may, however, te atill very usefnl
in their way, It is to be ho¥ed they
will not cease their connection with
the anti-*Mormon” crusaders who
advocate the political diemember-
ment of Utah. They are admir-
ably nadapted for campalgn
work of -« that character, in
which they have ‘' s0 conepicnously
figured. In that capacity reliablbity is
at s discount, the chief gnalification
consisting of asufficient fngenuity
and onscropalousness to falsify the
“Mormons” without atint or limit,

In all probability the Pierce-Grif
fitts-Bane triumvirate is no longer a
unit. Doubtless the sonlfnl afidavit
of the first of the trio, has isolated
him from the other two. They can
no longer remain as three “‘gouls
with bot a single thought, three
hearts that beat as one,’”’ in a
ecandalonsly  crovked  financlal
game of catch-sll-all-yon-0in,
irrespectlve of the rights of
of others. The Kev. Pierce must
now staud off in frigid isolation,
while Messrs. Griffitts and Bane
doubtless etill continue to fall on
each othera necks and weep at the
diminntion of the prospects of pet-
ting away with any more Bible, en-
crclod®dins and gold pens.

LAPHAM’S LEGISLATION.

OvUE readers will perhaps remember
that among the foolish plans pro-
posed in Congress a year or two ago,
was one by Benstor Lapham, and
known as the ““Altamont” bill. He
is now moving agalo in its Interest,
and his measare fs thas described by
the Washington correspondent of
the Denver Tribune:

%1t provides that no marricd fman
having moere than one wife shall be
a lawful voter, #nd 8 msn who has
been convicted of bigamy shali be
disfranchisad.

It provides that It shall be the
duty of the tirst Legislative Assem-
bly which phall be convened after
thls act eball have taken effect to re-
peal all the satatutes or parts {of
statotes of the Territory which an-
thorize or panction plaral or poly-
gamous marrisages; and in view of
the manifold eorrows and miseries
whioh thatunwholesome practice in
the Territory has entalied upon
ignorant and deluded women and
helpless and suffering children, that
the said Legiglative Assembly en-
deavor to provide by some law for
the support during the remainder of
their lives of the homeless and des-
titute female victimms of polygamy
and their helplees ohiidren. For
that purpese the eaid Legislative
Asgpembly 1s hereby authorized and
empowered to erect and build one or
more houses of refuge andfprotection
for such victims, and to levy on the
rea] and pereonal property of the in.
habitants of the Territory to defray
the expense of the erection and
maintensnce of the "said charities,
To the end that the male parents or
destitute children, and miners bhorn
of women iu polygamous relations,
may be required tofulflll the natura!
paternal obligations, the eaid Legia-
lative Astembly s anthorized and
enjoined to enact suitable laws for
the enforde.sient of that paternal ob-
ligation against fathers who have
the means to respond to it.

The futore marriages In the said
Territory, in order to deeerve public
respeot, aLan be pablicly eclemnized
in some baijlding or place other than
any Mormen endewment cloiaster,
in the preseuce of two or more dis-




