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RELIGIOUS MARRIAGE ANDend

THE CIVIL LAW

homehoun comments of the DEETdeseret
NEWS on that part of president ar-
thurs messagemenage relating to utah
have been telegraphed east and
west and have been produced in
many papers with remarks calcu-
lated to mislead the public as to
their true meaning given without
the context and Interinterpretedinterpretpre ted or con-
strued according to the desire of the
dispatcher oreditoredledi tor adding the com
mentathe paragraph from thiathis paper
has done service for those who wish
to convey the impression that the

cormonsmormonsMormons are defiant and ready
to resist the laws and the govern-
ment

we find in the chicago times
however a truthful presentation
of the much quoted remarks of
the NEWS with a common sense
fair and able dissertation on
their plain meaning and intent we
clip the following from a leading
editorial of the times reviewing
the failures of the various attempts
made to solve what is called the
mormon problem

polygamous cormonsmormons do not seem
to regard the presidential plan of
solving the polygamy problem as an

heroic remedy of that amazing
efficacy which somebome personspersona who
are not saints impute to it A mor-
monmon paper saysbays voryvery rationally glitit
is not showshownninin what way the des-
tructiontruc tion of our local government
would affect the question of poly
gamy the plural marriages of the
mormonscormons araare not sustained or recog-
nized by the territorial laws and
could not be dissolved by commis-
sions by edicts by armies nor by
any other earthly powers why
scbecause they are ecclesiastical
perpetual eternal unless mor
monsmona become nedredrecreant to their
faith with heaven s in other
words more appropriate to the ex-
pression of ideas that appertain to
this world they are annaira of re-
ligion and not of politics of eccle
biss polity and not of civil poipol
ity of a superstitious falthfaith arldaridnotnovnot
of a rational understanding

nearly all systems of religion
comprehend notions practices and
rites of some sort respecting the
marital relation this is especially
the case with all the religions that
rest on or accept the inspiration
theory of the hebrewcebreW and greek
scriptures the roman and greekgreet
churches regard civil marriages asaa
no less than an unsanctified state of
adultery and the anglican church
Is hardly different to them in that
respect all of them andadad moat of
the non apostollo sectariessect aries too treat
marrimarnimarriageage as a religious sacrament
valid ononly1y in the nighteight of heaven
when celebrated by the lords an
hinted while tbthea civil power mayrnay
legally separate tthoseh oseobe whom god
hath joined together the orthodox
christian notion is that god only
can disjoin whom they bayeny godhath
joined

the mormon religious notion is
not different to the mostmoat generally
accepted christian notion on the
subject the celestial mamarriageridget
system asserts the sanction and
authority of jehovah in the minis-
try of an ecclesiastical agency of
jehovah precisely as the christian
marriage system asserts the fiamebame
sanction and authority through a
likeilke ministry whose spiritual ac-
countabilitycount ability is not to any establish-
ment of civil government the
civil law may decree that such re-
ligious marriages may not be legallegai
may denounce them as immoralin oralorai
may sanction severe punishment
upon any who practice them and
the ministers of the civil lawjaw may
inflict such punishments if they can
convict the offenders by due course
of law but all that would not
dissolve the celestial marriages nor
change the relations of the celesti-
ally married in any way how
then can a particular form of civil
governmentgovernmentsroverngovern mentsmenti a partiparticularcularoulAr code of
civil lawslawas or a particular establish
ment of civil administration solve
the polygamy problem or dig up
polygamy by the roots

evidently there Is no potency in
any form or device of official gov-
ernment that cancali beform such a
miracle because the roots of the
tbthinging it is proposed to dig up areaxe not
within the jurisdiction or the reach
of any civil powerpowers any more than
arebre the roots of any other mode of
superstitionsu or idolatry

hewrew then shall the Itpolygamy
problem be solved there laIs only

olieoile way and that is to emderadicateleate the
religious superstition in which po-
lygamy exists the civil power
cannot do that it can be done only
by spiritual power acting upon the
moral nature of men and women
abusingdisabusingdis them of an absurd religi-
ous superstition of a tyrannical and
pestilent faith those whowb 0 can most
effectively exert that spiritual pow-
er are not preachers of a somewhat
different faith resting on ane samebame
foundation like parson newman
but preachersprea of no faith at all in
theories of the supernatural like
mr bob ingersoll for ingersoll
there is in utah a grand mission and
a great work in the preachment of
unbelief it is the solutionlutioneo of the

polygamy problem

putting aside the facetiousfacetionslons sug
gediwon of the temestimes in regard to the
eloquent apostle of modern In fidellfideli
ty it presents the views of this pa-
per couched in the paragraph that
has been misinterpreted by our ene-
mies and shows their bearing upon
the which seems to agitate
ao many minds throughout the
country the vigorous and sensi-
ble utterances of the times are in

contrast to the twi stings
andwid perversions of those personspersona
and appers that have tried to evolve
ddomdaom our remarks an avowal of hos-
tility to the government of the
united states

celestial marriage Isia marriage
for eternity under rules ceremonies
and covenants revealed by the al-
mighty with the promise that what
tois sealed by the authority thus di-
vinely given on earth shall be sealed
in heavenheavens and be of fulltuli force and
eface in this world and in the
world to come objectors may saybay

we do not believe it but that is
not the question we do believe it
and it is that faith which leads us
totobaysayeay that there is no earthly power
which can dissolve such marriages
commissions courts armies nations
may bring trouble to the individuals
and the community and mayay even
go to the extent of destroying their
lives but this would have no
effect upon the eternal nature of
heir marriage covenants because

those covenants are beyond the
reach of any power but that of je-
hovah unless it be the
parties thereto3 who maymay rende
their covenants void by iniquity
bands imprisonments penalpenaltiesties of
any kind even death itself would
not change or destroy them because
as we have saidbald they are divine
perpetual eternal

Asan the times clearly shows the
civil government hasshabshabhns properly no
I1jurisdictionurisarisdiction over that which is eccle-
siasticalslasiasias stica marriage saas a relirellreligionsgiona
ordinance is outside of the domain
of the civil law that matrimony
is a matter of religion has been rec-
ognized in all ages and that it is so
considereddered todayto day by many millions
leoplaof in europe and america
cannot be denied c mormonmormont mar-
riage Isia essentially a religious ordi-
nance and that it is in some res-
pects different to other religious
marriages does not affect the ques-
tion of its relation to the civil law
if the government feels called
upon to enachenact laws against it let
those laws be put in force in
a lawful and republican man
ner to use the frequent
language of ouroun mallmailmalignantgiarat enemies
netlet the laws be enforced in utah
as in other parts of the union
and this would exclude extraordi-
nary methodmethodv violations of the es-
tablished rules of
of attainder e leciallegislationAtio n
and most of the unprecedented and
irrational schemes devised against
the latter day saints to prevent the
treefree exercise of their religion

thisthia whole mormon question st
has been exaggeratedexaggeratedj misrepresen-
ted and worked up into a political
issue as a cry for demagogues andsand a
text for professional
in and of itself it Is a matter thatought to be left to the sphere of
polemics and if it had not been so
thrust to the front advertadvertisedirediced
throughout the world andad made
prominent by its adversaries would
have formed no occasion for excite-
ment and no national issue to puz-
zle statesmen and perplex thepoliticians

A protective MOVEMENT

YESTERDAYyESTEAys arrangements were
perfected with the D fc BR G BR BR
company through the good offices
of the cache county branch of
zions board of trade that will
doubtless result in considerable maina
aerial benefit to the people of that
section of utah the transaction lain

in the nature of ariall agreement on the
part of the railroad named to ship
coal to ogden and corinne on easy
terms and from those two points it
will be hauled to logan and other
partsarts of cache by teams the cachevalleyvaileyvalley grangers have found a mar-
ket for their produce along the line
of the D JR GU and will come
to corinne and ogden loaded
with that kind of freight
making the home trip carrying coal
which by this means the people
will probably be enabled to obtain
at but little above the rates that prepro
vallvail in this city those doing thithe
hauling at the same time making
fair wages

this Is a protective movement
against unjust railroad discrimina-
tion the people of logan having
for instance to pay and 9 a
ton for coal that can be hadbad in this
city for while the carrying
distance to the respective points is
scarce appreciable about the only
real ground torsor any increase of price
being upon the necessity of transfer
from broad to narrow guagegaage mak-
ing but a trifling difference

in addition to the high price
which the good people of cache
have been compelled to pay for coal
when they could get it they have

not been properly supplied thus
in addition to the chagrin of being
compelled to warm themselves atal
fires inordinately expensive theintheir
misery has been varied by being
compelled tnt salver in the cold of
an occasional coal famine

disadvantages under which
the people of cache have been
placed by this species of treatment
has not been confined to coal in
fact the fuel question has not figur-
ed nearnean soBO conspicuously as the tre-
mendous unjust discrimination in
relationlonion to farm products it Is the
oldoid oldola story of the crushingcru ehing pro-
cess peculiar to soulless corpora-
tions when they are free from
the presence of competitors in
this instance the ox and the mule
are placed in theofleldthe field and pitted
against the iron horse and iron
hearted railroad owners and opera
tors of course the contest Is un-
equal and the ox and the mule

must go the rates will bonebenebe re
ducedas the company who now
holdhoid ththe forteFort wiilwilf not bureursurrenderrendar

to suelabuela comparatively feeble foestoes
another railroad Isia the solution

of the difficulty and the only one
that could give permanent relief
from Imposition fonfor they all do it
when they get the opportunity

atatiais now pertinent to bakask what habhas
become ofef the proposed utah and
wyoming railroad which was to runnan
from the mammoth coal beds in the
lastlut named territory down black-
smiths fork and through cache to
a point on the C P line Is that
project defunctI1 or does it still main-
tain any degree of vitality even
if it is near the expiring pointpointy sure
y the present ebergemergency0noyney should
lan the smallest bparkspark of life into a
flame and bring about
the mammoth beds are practically

a road that would
give their products transportation
would we should think on account
of the advantageous position of the
mines have a paying trade inhi the
coal business alone

where Isia mr negus

THE POLITICAL OBJECT

WE observe that quite a few of the
I1leadingeading journals of the ccountryonatry taketake
preciselypr the same view of the ob-
jectJact of the antlanti Mormon crusade
as hasbas already been expressed by
usua among these Isia the detroitngawms a very ably conducted paper
we extract from one of itaits recent
articles

senatorbenator edmunds seems to have
taken the suppression of polygamy
to himself as an especial and perso-
nal vocation remembering proba-
bly that the founder of the system
came from his ownawu state his last
bill having failed to make any im-
pressionprespree sionslon he bobbed up serenely
wlwithth another on tuesday JAB t when
this failsfalis he will probably furnishfamish
another and so anad infinitum

in his capacity as the brains of the
publicanrepublicanBe party it Isia not essential
that any of his bills should really be
effectual in suppressing polygamy
indeed s if we ceretowere to make a guess
at all aatt the shrewd old vermontersVer montenamontera
real purposeac we should saybay that the
extirpation of polygamy is the last
thing he desires there jais
not a man in either
house who knows better than senstsenat-
or edmundsedmunda what can and what
cant be done by legislalegislationtlonationa and

what is likely to be the effeffectact of any
particular law proposed many
senators told him when he hadbad hisbis
lutiut measure under way that it

have the slightest effect
upon polygamy he knew it better
than any one of them he
intend it to have any effect upon
polygamy he almsnims it at the head
of the democratic party it an

hishib purpose in that respect
perfectly it gave the party of god
and morality the party of all the vir-
tues another chance to get up a
howl about other peoples vices if
it suppressed polygamy the chance
would have been gone

alter stating that the party hadbad
exercised its self righteous efforts in
the direction of intemperance
which however actednoted as a boomer
ang the bayssays

that crusade waswab dropped and
senator edmunds happily turned to
polygamy republicans like demo-
crats as a rule have but one wife
apiece at a time whom the recog-
nize therefore it was perfectly safesate
to attack polygamy without losing
any republican votes besides ed-
munds knew perfectly well that no
amount of oratory or law making
would extirpate it and congratulate
ed himself on finding something
that would furnish good fighting for
a generation or soeo and offer a lasting
foil for the superfluous moral indig-
nation of the chaste and virtuous
republican massesmuses

EUshib first bill waswaa offered to a rep-
ublican house and bonatesenate pdand
served its purpose in enabling the
party to point with pride to another
holy work it had undertaken allali
the pulpits and all the papers cried
out 10loyloslo the great party has again
buckled on its armor in the cause of
god and even saas it slew the goliath
of slavery it is now about to drive
outtieout the devil of polygamy 11 but
the bill dont kill polygamy or even
hurt it

that was the especial beauty of
the bill as a piece of party policy
and that is the especial beauty of
polygamy asaa a political issue the
healthy survival of polygamy gave
mr edmunds another chance to
put his party before the people as
the champion of morality and
this time he lasslaas the added advan-
tage of the presence of a democrat
loic house which may antagonize or
ignore his bill when he will be able
not only to point with pride to his
own bartys championship of mor
allty but to set all the pulpits of the
landlandeithwith the exception of beech
erbens railing at the democracy as
the defender and upholder of binsin

on the other hand if the demo
brats let his bill pass on the princi-
ple that it pleases the rrepublicansblicaus
and doenni hurt them eruetuedmunds
knovisknows perfectly wellweli that it will
have no more effect on polygamy
than the other one had and there
will be the bellorelio still a
perpetual and handy redned rag with
which to arouse republican virtue to
an annual frenzy of moral indigna-
tion and enthusiasm

his new bill is pretty drdrasticastle gitlitas it
abolishes female suffrage officially
decapitatesdecapitates every officer in the terr-
itory and gives the commission
power to supply their places by ap-
pointment but edmundsedmunda knows
that polygamy will still remain and
that nothing shortabort of the sword or
the burgeonssurgeons knife will ever deprive
him of his darling great moral ques-
tion

edmunds is a shrewd old fellow

A BREACH triumv-
irate

IN our local columns todayto day appears
an affidavit of a peculiar charactercharacters
connected with the notorious rev
0 M pierce bankruptcy affair that
has created so broad a scandal in the
community the other day WOwe
gave an explanation of a number of
crooked tramtransactionsactions performed by a
trio of interested persons 0 M
pierce T C griffitts and Mi M
bane the maze of moral and fin-
ancial twist edness maintains its
apparentlyinterminable character

the bevbey mr pierce states under
oath that his assignee mr T C
griffitts Is wellweli we consider the
word that would flatly desidesignateguate it
too vulgar and will put it in english
parliamentary parlance guilty
of a cleoconspicuous inexactitude
when it is considered that the pur-
pose of perpetratingtr ll11ting soeo flagrant a
departureRE fromm the truth was to
defraud one 0off mr piercesPiercers legiti-
mate creditors of his lights the
enormity and dishonest character of

I1

the falsification are intensified

when this crookedness is com-
bined with connivance
with general M MX bane in allow-
ing the lattore on a bill of sale ob
bained from the defaulting clergy i

man to carry away a large amount
of property after the assignment was
made a more unfit person to be en-
trusted with the property rights of a
largeargoarge number of people could scarcel-yly be conceived I1

the sworn denunciation by the
Bevrev Pierce of mr griffitts looks like
a cheering scintillation of light in
the midst of the most
deplorable turpitude and gloom
it haghas the appearance of a ray of re-
pentancepenpentanbetance from the reverend gentle-
man we hallhail it as cometsomethingin i

refreshing and we must confess i

jatherjathen unexpected we hope hee
will kekeepep on in that linelines for none
is soISO far gone but he may retrace
hisbis steps

there is one bleak spot in mr
piercesPiercers affidavit transactions how-
ever in view of his past career it 1

is a question with the public wheth-
er he can be safely believed under
oath

sobo far as general bane and mr
griffitts are concerned we are not
even so hopeful as of him they
maymays however tobe still very useful
in their way it is to be hoped they
will not cease their connection with
the antio thormon crusaders who
advocate tueuhe political dismember-
ment of utah they are admir-
ably adapted forfoe campaign
work of that character in
which they have so00 conspicuously
figured in that capacity reilarellareliabilitybihbib ty Is
at a discount the chief qualification
consisting of sufficient ingenuity
and unscrupulousnessunscrupulousnes to falsify the

cormonsmormonsMormons without lintstint or limit
in all probability the pierce grifgrit

fitts bane triumvirate is no longer a
unit doubtless the soulful affidavit
of the firstosfirst of the trio has isolated
him from the other two they can
no longer remain asaa three boulsbouis
with but a single thought three
hearts that beat as one in a
scandalously crooked financial
game of catchallcatch allali allal youly co in
irrespective of the rights of
of others the rev pierce mut
now stand ononn in frigid isolation
while griffitts and bane
doubtlessdoubtlesalesia still continue to fall on
each others necks and weep at the
diminution of the prospectsprospect of get
ting away with any more bible onen

and gold pens

legislation
our readers will perhaps remember
that among the foolish plans pro-
posed in congress ELa year or two ago
was one by senator lapham and
known as the Ifaltamont bill he
is now moving again in its interest
and his measure lais thusthua described by
the washington correspondent of
the denver tribuneZViouneloune

it provides that noDO married afman
having more than one wife shall be
a lawful voter and a man who has
been convicted of bigamy shall be
franchiseddisfranchiseddis

it provides that it shall bebethethe
duty olof the first legislative assem-
bly which shall be convened aftenafter
this act shall have taken effect to re-
peal all the statutes or parts of
statutes of the territory which au-
thorize or sanction plural or poly-
gamous marriages and in view of
the manifold sorrows and miseries
which that unwholesome practice in
the territory has entailed upon
ignorant andantl deluded women and
helpless and suffering children that
the said legislative assembly en-
deavor to provide by some law for
the support during the remainder of
their lives of the homeless and des

female victims of polygamy
and their helpless children forfon
that purpose the saldsaid legislative
assembly is hereby authorized and
empowered to erect and build one or
more houses of refuge and protection
for such victims and to levy on the
real and personal property or the in-
habitants of the territory to defray
the expense of the erectionelection and
maintenance of the sald charitiesto the end that the male parents oxor
destitute children and minors bom
of women in polygamous relations
may be required to fulfill the natural
paternal obligations the said legis-
lative is authorized and
enjoined to enact suitable laws for
the enforcementenforcedbenti Lentent of that paternal ob-
ligation against fathers who have
the means to respond to it

the future marriages in the saidsald
territory in order to deserve public
respect shall be publicly solemnized
in some wildingLailwall ding or place other than
any mormon endowment cloister
lain the prosprepresenceoncesence of two or more dis


