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COLLIERY explosions
1

puejueTHE alarming frequency of colliery ex-
plosionsplopio albrisaldris of late in various partsarts of the
world suggestsuggests 4 the very great necessity
of steps being taken to prevent their
recurrence and to render the life of the
colcoicollieriierliei while pursuing his vocation as
safe as the lives of men engaged in any
other vocation in great britain
france and belgium these territerriblebleibiel acci-
dents have occurred of late with unex-
ampledamrded frequency each aneone sursurpassingpassin g
its predecessor in the horror distress
and suffering attending it

colliery explosions in britain are
matters of such common occurrence as
to excite no surprise and verye little
comment but the loss of life ininvolvedived in
recent accidents seems to io0o far exceed
anything of the kind heard of formerly
that where scores of humanbeings were
bace sacrificed hundreds are losing
their lives now

ithe taftft recurrence ofor these terrible
events almost forforcescesoneone to thete con-
clusion that the recklessness and dis-
regard for human libeilifeilfe so characteristic
of the aeage are extending to the man-
agement ofof coal mines or else that the
accidents with the details of which the
public mind is almost constantly ap-
palled are altogether beyond human
control we fear that the former

I1
is to

a great extent true
A colliery explosion has been a com-

parativelyively rare oceoccurrencearren ce in the united
states but the one which has just oc-
curred in pennsylvania is of such a
terrific nature involving the destruction
of so many lives and such a fearful
amount of distress as totd totally eclipse

1 anything of the kind heard of before in
this country six hundred women and
children rendered widows and orphans
almost instantaneously without the
least warning is an awful thing to
reflect upon and the sight around the
mines at the time of the occurrence
must have been of the most heart rend
ing description

the united states has gone far ahead
1

l of all the nations of the world in the
utility of its inventions but with all
the skill dcmeleneeleneelence and ingenuity of
whichhIchourour nation canean justly

liffieing has yet been discovered to render
hethe life of the miner safe something
to test the safety of mines and to show
as the chaehachanges of the weather areaieare indi-
cated by ehgthe barometer the increase of
foul air in the underground caverns in
which the miner tollsand to mark with
precision and certainty the point at
which safety can no lo10longernger be de-
pendedduponde upon would 6be of immense
utilityPillty and euchsuch an invention baits
poweipower to prevent accidents disdistresstresstreas
and bullsullbufferingdringering and to save life would
justly take rank with the first inven-
tions of the age and would be worthy
of the nation to whom the world is in
debated for the steamboat and the elec-
tric telitelegraphgraph

or if this be a problem beyond thothe
province of manigmantimans ingenuity and skill
calicalucanean not more stribstringentgent laws and regu-
lationslations than now exist bebb adopted in re-
lationlation to blines sons to ensureensured on all
oddaoccasionssimssias so far as that is within the
scope of human power andanol foresight a
baxtmaximummi um of safety to the undergroundreground
delver it istoislois to be feared that in their
greed for gold those who own and con-
trol collieriescollierieserieg do net exoexiexercisefelseielse all the
means at their command to ensure this
tinin that recklessfeckless competitive spirit for
which the age is so notorious precau-
tions indispensable to ensure a moderate
lamountjamountamount of safety may be overlooked orr

i to some extent disregarded if such be
the cabecase and there is little reareasonrealonson 0
doubt it the necessity forthefor the passage of
the most stringent laws to ensure thejhb
observance of such precautions or thejhb
appointment ofhonest competent hu-
mane men asat government supervisors

f of mminesidies is very apparent if suchbuch ait
elassclass of officers is deemed necessary to
test the purity of whisky anddud deherother
londs ofsnibpispispiritshitsfits and chesines bythaby iab 6 use of
ti wortthousandzandsand tolt destroy

themselves how uch more pressing
is that nnecessity in easescases where thou-
sands of lives may be jeopardized
through the avarice and culpable negnag
act of others
it is veivelveryy likelylively that many of the

accidents that occur are the result of
carelessness and indifference on the
part oforthothe minminerserstethemselves for when
men are almost continually surrounded
by daugerdanger they become obliviousoblivion of its
presence and neglect the
cautions fortheirown preservation butnut
suehsuch a contingency also involves the
necessityy of greater watchfulness and
mor stringent regulations in the minman-
agementagament and working of the mines

this 1is a subject of the highest im-
portance the terrible colliery explo-
sions of the past few months furnish
all the proof liecileenecessaryemary that reform in
this direction is as loudly called for as
in any other department of huranhuian af-
fairs the invention of an instrument
to instantly detect the presence of pois-
onousonous air or explosive gases in millesmines
ofok to ensure their more thorough and
constanaconstant ventilation are amoiaamong the
wants of the age we believe it is
within the reach of science and art to
solve the problem and while dedeploringg
the dreadful slaughter that has just 06oc-
curred at scrantonBcranton we hope thetheorieserlescries
tears distress and sorrow of the hun-
dreds rendered widows and fatherless
by the sad event will bethebe the indirect
means of developing the powers otof
science so that with ordinary precaution
all danger of a similar event maybemay be
forever obviated

TRACK LA
I1

G OTON THE utanUTAHliTt 11

CENTRAL

JOHNjoun livW YOUNG esqssu assiassisted by
bishop E F sheeasheets his organizing a
party of tracklayers with which to
commence the business of laying theethe
rails on the utah central railroad
this party when organized will imme-
diatelydiateldintel V commence operations at ogden
and work this way and the line will
be pushed through as fast as practicable

gen J W soxpox start-
edI1 for ogden this inmorningnning he and
his corps will arrange for the grading
of switches and side tracks necessary
to carry on the work jfif proper side-
tracks should be built arranarrangements
can doubtless be made with ththe U P
BR R company to have the rails and
other materials needed for building our
line carricarriecarriedodilon its cars to the point
where they are requirerequireddl and thereby
save the expense and losslon of time of un-
loading and loading again upon the
utah central companasComp anys cars weunwe un-
derstandderstand that the U J BR JR company
are now prepared to commence the de-
livery of iron etc to an agent of the U
0C itRRR and we hope to have it in our
power in a few days to state that such
delivery has taken place and that the
labor of tracktrachlaying has commenced
no effort will now be spared to pushpuah
the work aaheadcadaad and but a few weeks
will elapse before we shall hear the
whistle of the locomotive in our city
the president vicevlee president super-
intendent

aper
in assistant superintendent
chief engineer and directors and other
officers of the roadboad are fully alive to
the importance orthisof this work and they
will no energy to complete it as
bricklyu 0kiy as possible
y theho prospect of an early completion
of this road will be gratifying tdcoallnilniiail
classescloses of our citizens anuana will infuse I1

hewliew life into the grading the haulinhauling 1

of ties and the other labors connecterconnectconnectedel
with the preparation of the roadbed for
the railsralls the work up toio the present
time in the language of0 assistant su
perin little has been in the
absence of the iron and other materials
if any thing too forward but now that
these materials stisyiare likely to be ready
for immediate use the work on the line
fignot sufficiently forward and every
man who has a job of any kind grad-
ing I1 fufurnishingrnish ing ties or otherither timber
should ggo0 right at his work and not suf-
fer the job to be detained a single hour
onom his account good active hands are
wanted and can nindfindfibAgoodgood einelnemployment
on the line

tueTHE aenrycenta
TITHEwreHE blending of the different nation-
alities of ane world was never carried on
to such anhn extent in anyny age orbr country
as at the present time in the united
states atteralter the opening up of the
british empire through its invasion
and subjugation by the romansRo mEins people
from almost every nationality in eu-
ropero fiflockedcocked to and settled in the little
Isislandrdond and to this amalgamation of
different races of people it has been
saidsald that britain is mainly in

hereor power arid greatnessne P

among the nationnationssz but inthisin this coun-
try thu opportunities and facilities be-
ing BOso superior this amalgamation or
blending of different races has been
carried on to an infinitely greater ex-
tent and it still continues andano for the
last few years hashag beenbean far extenemten
sive than ever before if such a process
has a tendency to improve thetha race the
american nation willwui outstrip physi-
cally and intellectually every nation
that has preceded it and while possess-
ing the excellencies of all will be dis-
tinct from andlind superiorperloreu to all this
procesa will also eventually break down
nationality and all sectional feelings
render thefhe peopeoplepieale of this nation thorrthon
hughly cosmocosmopolitan in charekarcharacteracteraeter and
lead them to hailashallashailhall aa brothers the ngennienmen
of every clime this tendency in thibthee
character of the american people al-
ready shown iitself in the honor and re-
spect paid not only to great men born
here and who have achieved fame and
renownn in their own country but t
the great anundandd good the poets warriors
statesmen philosophers and philan-
thropists of every nation the honor
shown to the memory of shakespeare
and burns goethe and howardHowardandand
many others among the illustrious deadgead
springs from this the american
character these men while they
were born in Engenglandlandi scotland ger-
many and other countries arpare cicitizenstizens
of the world and they have lived and
labored for humanity the world over
hence thothoo honor and rereverenceverenice paid tato
their memories hythehy the american people

in many cities east tomorrowto morrow festi-
vals will be held and ceremonies per-
formed in honor of the of
baron yonvon humboldtHumboldfc the great ger-
manman and traveler of allail
the great men germany ha i given to
the worldJ and they aretire legion in num-
berbernolenope occupy a prouder eminence
than frederiofrederic henry alexander baron
vonvoil bumbHumbolddtfc born in prussia on the

of septembere ember 1769 his traveistravel
and explorationsrations in the southern por-
tion of the american continent have
done more to make known the coun
tries of the mighty amazon river than
any who preceded or have follfollowedbed him
he was the author of several of the
mostbost valuable philosophical audadd scien-
tific works extant and his great work
aecusthe cosmosmosmoo or a physical description
ofthe earth will be neadreid yas
long as men dwell on thetha face of the
earth his discoveries in science
adding considerably to the stock of hu-
man knowledge justly entitled him
to rank amongst the most learned and
illustrious men of the world and be-
cause of these he was elected a
member of almost every scientific
body in the wo-rldworld and nearly every
sovereign reigning at the time of his
death had conferconferreddd upon him some
decoration or mark of honor baroabaron
humboldt terminated his mortal career
inin 1859 butbu such men never die
they are imperishable
jtit is highly gratifying to know

that they are appreciated by the
people of the united states and
that as a people they are behind none
in honoring their memories such
feelings if chelischerischerishedheahLA will draw into
clcloseroser communion and increase good
feelings and fellowship tLmongamong the peo-
ple of all lands

exploitation OF TXIE totortoiORADOloran 0
FINISHED

MAJORmajon J IV POWELL chief of the
colorado riverbiver exploring expedition
accompanied by his Jgrbrothergrothierothier captain
W H arrivedin alhiahlahia city last
eveningevening hahavingvingI1 performed his task
and made a complete exploration of the
path pursued by that stream after
all that hasteenhas teen published about this
expedition and s loss according to
the lying of risdonUisdonddn etwasit was
with feelings 0oc pleasure that we met
the major inla the enjoyment of excellent
health after having made his adven-
turous and hazardous descent ofbf this re-
markable riverdriver he appears to have
endured the fatigues and anxieties of
the trip remarkably well there are but
few men who have the opportunity in
this life of learning what the world
think of them after they are supposed
to be dead major powellpoleu is one of those
few though RisBisdons statement was
utihliklyuliklykiy contradicted by mrs powell
still there was a feeling of widespreadwide spread
anxiety on the subject throughout the
country and many regrets were ex-
pressedpreased before the contradiction came
to vandhand at the loss ofdf so valuable a life
as his together githwith dulogieseulogies to his
memory

we gbgathered from his conversation
in which we ere very niuch interest
ediadi faw af the his Jjourney
which wea lay moiebefore our neadereaderealewderederaretoto

whom everythingevery thing connected with the
Colcoibradd river U interesting

after the accident to thee boat an a-
ccount of which has alreadalreadyY appeared in
our columns the party performed 1ii
land journey of about thirty miles to

the indian agency where after o-
btaining three sacks of flour andabd other
suppliessupplier they again started down tb
river passing through a earloncarion which

entire abonceabsence of vegetation
they named the canoncallon of desolationL

and had a pleasant trip until they reach
ed the junction of greengraen and gramgran
rivers Uuponpon leaving the junction 0green and grand they entered cata
raef canioncanlon BOso called from being nilfilbilleriledileri
with cataracts the latter being BOso nonu
lazrous that the average distance belleilete ii

tween them is not motemoiemore than halthalf a
mile from a point fifty miles belovbelow
the junction of grandGrandi andind green rivenrivers
the carloncarion is broken by a lateral vallel
coming in from the southeastsouth east

on leaving cataract the party en-
tered a cationcanion about twelve miles long
which they named narrow canloncallon at
the foot of which they found a very
dirty stream upon which some of the
men bestowed the euphonious name efetf
ivirtydirty devil creek from this creek
they entered mound canioncallon the sidesides
of which are composed of beautiful
mounds of orange colored sandstones
which had been formed by thetheo erosion
of the water in this canioncallon they contin-
ued to the mouth of the bansan juan
another dirty stream running in from
alibthe west

leavingg the san juan they entered
monument catloncation containing many
monuments of redled sandstone form-
ed bbyy the samegame agencies as the
mounds ofor red sandstone mounds in
the other canioncarlon theyvhey next reached
ththetho0 pariafaila aror elk river from there
to the mouth of the little colorado
the party passed through marble call-
on so named because the rocks form-
ing the sidesbides of the cannoncablon consist of
variegated marble white slate gray
cream colored pink purple and choco-
late beautifully ppolishedolisher by the action
of tlethethe waves probably no finer mar-
ble can be found in the world than in
this canioncannon

from the little colorado the region
for about ten miles has been disturbed
by igneous agencies lava being scatter-
ed over the rocks showing at some
period the outburst of a volcano the
location of which they were unable to
discover leaving this region they en-
tered the grand canioncallon of the colorado
which makes three great benusto the
south and three corresponding bends
to the north swinging around to the
mouth of the virgen its general course
being west the distance to the mouth
of the virgen river in a direct line
is about miles but by the ri-
ver owing to the sinuosity of its
course nearly the walls off the
grand calloncanion of the colorado have a
granite base the floor of the river being
granite and they are surmounted by
marbiemarble cilniscliffs the granite base varies
from a few to feet in hight above
the granite base tower marble walls to
the hight of 26002500 feet this canion ex-
tends to spanish valley about forty
miles from the mouth of the Virgenand
the party were upwards of three weeks
in traveling it

the country throughout the entire
length of the river traversed by

i
major

powell is rocky and charactercharcharacterizedacte prized by
an almost entire absence of timber
there is no country on its banks suscep-
tible of settlement the peculiar color
of the colorado fromfroba which itsua namepame
ariarlarises1 ses is owing to the washing of the
red sandstone forming Mound and mon-
ument oafCafcallousions but the water in many
places varies being gray green or red
according to the color of tthehe rocks in the
vicinity

the first human beings they saw on
their journey after leaving the indian
Ageagencydicifici was about six miles from the
mouth of the virgen where they saw
three indians at tlethethe mouth of the
virgen they met with brother josephT0seph
asey and sons who were fish
ingin

Frofromnithethe momouth of the virgen majormalor
powell sent an indian tolo st thomas for
his mail matter and upon the news of
the arrival of the party being made
known there bishop leithead and bro
andrew gibbons went down taking
inginimonsblons and flour and other neces-
saries for their use the men and boats
were sentrysentbent by major powell from the
mouth of the virgen down to fort mo-
have and he landand his brother captain
W H powell came to st thomasThoma with
bishop leithead who furnished them
the Pecnecessaryessary animals to oveovertakeotake bro
henry who had started north-
ward with a four mule team which
they did by traveling all night they
came encu withmth wmhina to tulataia city p


