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I re tamed to London flr poor Chr
ley's funeral, an. entirely altered man.
I felt that I should never be happy
again in thia world; nor shall I. Al-thoa- gh

I was a perfectly Innocent actor
in the terrible little drama I hare dss-crlb-ed

to von, I fU that I kid been
guilty of folly In not being more frank
aod candid with Charley concerningMUt Peyton. It aeemed to ma then,and It seems now, that the fact of his
lacking candor with me waa no excaaa
for my own behavior? bat Charley has
long since known how Innocent I was
of any attempt to supplant him JnMins
Peyton's affection. Bat yea will ask
me, what baa become of the Imdj As
I told yoa, I returned to town after the
sad events I have narrated, I eamebsre,
and applied myself' to my profession,
striving by employes nt to forget, If
possible, the shoc.lu occurrences, the
remembrance of which, even how,
hang Ilka a ball ov-rm- ie. I had aeen
Misa Peyton after poor Charley's
fuueral, bat had not entered Into
particulars concerning his death; nor,
cf course, bad I said anything abont
myself to her. 8he was deeply ehoeked
at her lover's fate, on learning which
event she ackaowledged their attach-meri- t.

A year after this I saw In the papers
an announcement of Col. Peyton's
deceae, aad m rote to Gertrude to eon
dole with her on her lose. The sent!
mnt of lore I had felt for her never
again found expression from me. I
could not have married her, and she, I

apprehend, felt also that, out of respect
to poor Charley 'a memory, we ooald
li vr be, at most, more than friends.

I was sitting at work one dreary
afternoon In November, In the year
fuulowlug tny frieud's death; the lampshal Jut bfoa lighted, and I was think
tug w running off to gst mj dinner
! t I diud out tbeu when Wright, a
ouug tuan at that time, came ta and

auuouuced a Udy, Contrary to my
uusl praoilce, I directed her to be
shown in, whereupon a tall figurs array
td in deep mourning, entered my room:
and oo a thick vail being raised, there i
beheld the beautiful features of Gar
trude Peyton, mora lovely than ever.
To make the matter short, she had
CUd, she said, on btr way to Paris, to
wish me good-b- y for good, she was
going to ultimately take the black vail
at the Carmelite) ooaveot there, as Scaur
Marie. My heart was full, but I o tier-
ed no remonstrance) to this step; I said
nothing, beyond expressing a nop that
abemlKbt And happineea. "There Is one
thin I should like to communicate to
you before yoa go. Miss Peyton," said I;
and I told her the troth about poor
Charley. ''And now yoa will tell me
something?" said I. "Tell me why
you and Charley Soaxne made) such a
secret of your engagement?"

"Well, the fact was," she said "and
I am above such trifles now, thank
God I --yoa know my father was a poor
man; consequently bad little to give
me, and I had no great expectations. It
was the express wish of Mr. Boame,
nay, the dream of hia life, for his son
to marry a rich woman of the highest
family, In order that soma day be might
rise to something beyond plain Mr.
Boame. This being the case, I was
clearly not the woman he would have
chosen for bis son. I acted very Im-

properly, Mr. Molyneox; I was anxious
for wealth and position, so accepted
poor Charles Botmt'i attention while
my heart was another's." "But," she
continued, "all Is past and gone, and It
only remains for us to made amends for
past folly by present and futnre good
behavior. Farewell, Mr. Molynsux;
yoa will sometimes think of Scear
Marie, at Carmelite convent In Paris."
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It waa ten o'clock on a bright sum-
mer morning, in one of the early years
of the present century, when a young
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Hevii g thus far explained. I will
beg my reader to enter tho ofilee with
young Frank Johnson. Early as it
was, he found soma on there before
him. Seated at a desk was a youngclerk named Robert Brown, and he had
only Juet entered, as the office waa
opened a little while before.

Frank Johnson was about to address
him, when the young man started, as
for the first time ha noticed that any
one was near, and exclaimed with
great astonishment -

"Good gracious, cousin! who could
have expected to see you here? Why,I tboogbi yoa were down In North
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