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ney from our former homes for a
number of years we had to go to
alamosaalamona a distance of miles
for the necessaries of life flour cost-
ing 10 per hundred delivered herewe found that in order to irrigate
theland around our settlement we
would have to make a canal seven
miles long A portion of this canal
would ave to be made in the river
and alonea bank of shifting

it required the united labor of
sixty men seven months for three
years to bring the water successfully
to our settlement the remaining
five months of each year we had to
go to colorado zandnd labor for the sup-
port of ourselves and our families
allowing each man 50 per month
while working at home on the canal
this will make the canal cost

this we consider a low esti-
matemateefof the actual coltofcost of construc-
tion considering the price of flour
and other supplies

one writer stated that the morimor
mons 1 1 were anxious to leave their
homes and that bishop president
hammondHammoIld was with the commissionoommission
and aided them all in his power in
making the treaty these state-
ments are not true in the first
place the are not anx-
ious to leave their homes but quite
the reverse again presidenteDt ham-
mon did not aid the commission
only in getting a correct idea of the
country and in placing a fair valua-
tion on our improvements theromthe com-
mission did notdot have time to visit
bluff so they asked president ham-
mond to make an estimateestimateofof our
claims and improvements and to
place it at as low a figure as possible
promising to double it in their re-
portvort and to see that we received a
I1fairir remuneration forfbi our trouble in
moving

the estimate was given in at one
third the actual cost the commis-
sion cut it down two thirds more in
their report thus allowing usua about
11II cents on the dollar forfok our prop-
erty F

the commission represented to the
secretary of the interior that our
canal was a failure and that we had
no more right to claim it as an im-
provementpro than a man would have
whose house was built on the bank
ot a river and then washed away
and that they were sorry for the peo-
pleunited

I1 but did not think the
united states ought to pay for such
improvements this illustration
wasas untrue for our canal has not
been washed down the river but on
the contrary it has carried water to
our farms and gardens every year
since its completion and has a good
stream of water in it at the present
time

it Is claimed that wearewe are only
batterssquatters and that consequently wehaveave noDO claim upon our lands thiswis partly true but it is no fault of
ours for we have been trying for
nine years to get the government to
survey this part of the countrycouil try andlet us enter and secure title to our
claims

we are truly grateful to our res-
pectedacted representative hon john T

aine for his faithful and successmiful labors in our behalf and shouldtheul question come up in congress

again and no doubt it will we hope
to have a man there who is ac-
quaintedquain ted with all our circumstances
to assist him in obtaining justice lorfor
us

I1inn regard to onourr deemiseemingng willwilling-
ness

ng
to move we are law abiding

citizens and eiflingwiflingwilling to leave our hard
earned homes if the interest of the
government
Sivern ment and country require it
butut we are not willing to move
without a fair remuneration for our
labor and improvements we are
not as some writers would have
you believe sitting supremely down
without ambition or enterprise
waiting for government to move us
but we are still making improve-
ments around our homes planting
fruit and shade trees and fenfencingcin9
and farming not only our old farms
but new ones

we are well satisfied with our
homes and our prospects for good
grain and fruit crops have never
been better the health of the peo-
ple is good and a good spirit pre-
vails notwithstanding the dark
cloud that is hanging over us

wishing you and your valuable
paper success and the triumph of
truth and justice I1 remain yours
truly JENS NIELSEN

san juan county utah
june 12 1889

CHRISTIAN IDOLATRY

at the conclusion of an
article on tentea great rel-
igionsli and idolatrous worship
I1 promised to say something more
on the subject connecting itA more
closely with dissenters from the
roman catholic church and other
protestants of today who in turn
charge the church with being idol-
atrous in her worship I1 now under-
take to redeem that promise

idol worship I1 understand to be
the worshiping of any being or
thing either real or imaginary as
god or instead of him which is
not the living and true god or the
god who made man in his own im-
age then in order to find out who
worships such a god and who does
not our bestbeat way will be first
to get a fair and plain description
of the true and living god
from those who having had a
favorable opportunity of inquiringinq uffing
ought to know we will first hear
what he says of himself as recorded
by the historian moses and god
said let us make man in our imageima
after our own likeness genesisgene SIB
1 26 now we will see if they did
as they contemplated 1inn the
verse we read so god created man
in his own image in the image of
god created he him male and
female created he them from
the above we learn that man was
created and consequently is in the
image of god but we will call an-
other witness who ought to know
gomsomethingething about the matter paul
in his letter to the Hebrew 1

v 3 speaking of jesus of nazareth
says who being the brightness of
his gods glory and the express
image of his person now if
jesus was in the express image of
gods person god must necessarily
be in the express image of jesus

and from what is said of him by
the apostles and others who saw
him he was in image ani person
the same after his resurrection as
before not differing in appearance
of body or image from men gener-
ally of that age the foregoing tois
sufficient for my present purpose
so when we think of him or his
father who is our heavenly father
also we should think of them as
living and real gods as possessing
emotions like our own human emo-
tions of love pity sorrow anger
only purified from the grossness
and narrowness it is only false
philosophy and not the scrip-
tures that consists in mak-
ing god as different and dis-
tinct from man as possible all
professing christianschristians whether cath-
olic or protestant acknowledge the
authority from which I1 have quoted
but we shall soon see whether they
keep to the law and the testimony
in this I1 dontdonit wish to be uncharit-
able hence I1 quote from the latest
published work at my command
namely the doctrines ani disci-
pline of the methodist episcopal
church south published in
nashville tenn the southern

methodist publishing house 1884 11

articles of religion chapter 1

sec 11 1 of faith in the holy trin-
ity first there is but one liv-
ing and true god everlasting
without body or parts and inanityin unity
of this godhead there are three per-
sons of one substance power and
eternity the father the son and
the holy ghost and2nd the son
who is the word of the father the
very and eternal god of one sub-
stance with the father ath the
holy ghost proceeding from the
father and the son is one substance
majesty and glory with the father
maind the son very and eternal
god

it will readily be seen that the
above described god is very different
fromom him described in the scrip-
tures by moses as the god of israel
in that he has no body nor parts
whereas the scriptural one has a
body and all the parts of man whom
he made and fashioned after him-
self this is quite an important
difference though the methodists is
perhaps as good a description as
could be given in the absence of
revelation or inspiration after so
many hundreds of years of dark-
ness error and corruption in
thehe universal or roman catho-

lic church as is claimed by
all dissenting or protestant churches
nevertheless the description is not
correct

speaking of churches I1 will
quote a little further from the same
work i1 e articles of religion 1 I

of the rights and ceremonies of the
church 22 it is not necessary
thathat rites and ceremonies should in

all places be the same or exactly
alike for they have been always
diffdifferentbrent and may be changed ac-
cording to themaddiversityiversity of coun-
triesiries times and mens manners
it strikes me that would have been
a novel idea to jesus and the apos
tiesiles judging from their teachings
theyhey were very particular that rites

and ceremonies of the eternal law
off the gospel should remain as es


