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adeade at the sixty eight annual con-
ference of the church in the taber
nacle salt lake city utah
sunday afternoon april 10 1898 by

FRANKLIN D RICHARDS

7 AND

1 wilford WOODRUFF

f I1 have been requested to occupy a
few moments of your precious time

0
aws lafterafternoonnoon I1 greatly desire the

K and enlightening influences of
holy spirit to direct what I1 shall

gt toto you that the time may be oc
S SAA C aupiedd acceptably and profitably I1

awre been greatly edified in the in
chions that have been given from

ray to day during this protracted and
interesting conference

5 ysy great deal has been brought tor-
d

for-
dr for our consideration deeply in

ef JEWSting andan should be exceedingly
unto us

juS Site arexe living in times of momentous
Hato ortance timestimes which are marvel

elmyr significant from every point of
flitaw in which we may consider the

of the human family at
faff present time whether religiously
dr politically or whatever view we

yssay take of it jesus when on the
informed his associates that

4 latter times there should come
S jaely false christsChrlsts and there would
eftetfte a great deal of wars and rumors
VI1 4 bf wars in the earth etc this same

i risen ffrom the dead and aguinagain
flaog aafl tog to his prophet in the lastaag has spoken to us more definitely

acs T upon this point than
affaad at that time to the brethren
t ahlm he was pleased to say to
prophetrophet joseph smith on the

ficay of december 1832 the day cele
as the ananniversaryniver sary of the birth

christriot that there should come wars
land and specifically stated

Sti tet they should commcommenceence in the
rt tate of south carolicarolinaa this cevela

VSfc was preserved in the archives of
44ibus church until july 18811851 some

8 nineteenn years after this revelation
1 evsi given to the prophet joseph it

INH bi ought out and published to the
1 of the earth since then it has

w common property to all the
bi tantsts of the earth who have been

SttS to examine the revelations of
efto to the latter day saints it was

that this was to be the com
ment of wars that should cause
athth and misery of many souls

3 not until 1861 about ten years
tillsibis revelation was publishedrt this was fulfilled and it was not

kekk Un a corner nor in any obscure
of the earth but it was fulfilled
as the prophet said it should be

t guns of that war were dis
utat fort sumter in charleston
south carolina it is now a

i oflot national history and all
Ittimah family should know that

given to0o joseph smith in 18321882
alne years before it oc

which costcoot this nation so
si

much anguish and the lives of nearly
as million of precious souls

this has come to pass and the same
lord jesus christ has given us
through the same prophet joseph j

smith to understand that the day is i

near at hand when peace shall be taken
from the earth and that it has be-
gun to be taken from the earth these
things have been read in our hearing
during this conference now we may
as well understand that as the other
great revelation of 1832 was fulfilled
which the whole human family know
who are of civilized or semi cl civilized
condition just so certain is this also
likely to be fulfilled it furthermore
states in the rerevelation that has been
read to us that the time will come
when all nations shall be at war when
every man that will not take up his
sword to defend himself against his
neighbor will have to flee to zion
these prophecies indicate a growing
tendency in that direction and I1 won-
der ift the latter part that I1 have just
quoted is not already tasted in its
bitterness in the island of cuba near to
our coast though they have not the
chancedchance to flee to zion but have to take
up their sword against their neighbors
and have to contend for their liberties
and are at the present time in a hor-
ribly distressed condition objects of
the charity of the whole nation and of
the other nations of the earth

living then in times when these
tremendous prophecies are hanging
over the heads of the human family
partly fulfilled partly unfulfilled and
when the angel of the lord came with
his message in these last days de-
claring the gospel revealed again and
bringing especially the word the
hour of his judgment is come shall
we take no notice of these great and
wonderfully significant sayings the
brethren who have ears to hear and
hearts to understand will feel the
necessity of maintaining closercloser busi-
ness relations than we have been in
the habit of doing for the last decade
to two if we had hearkened to the
good counsels that were given to us
by our president and made it a point
as they and the officers of our cities
and counties did to make once a year
a clean sheet and get no further into
debt we would have been in a much
stronger business condition oday
than we now are and many
men would have saved them-
selves sleepless hours who now
have to lie awake to study how they
are going to raise the money to meet
their obligations and to save their
homes from being taken away from
them

we live in a time when the na-
tions of all the earth are so dis
united that the tension of their con-
nection is drawn to its utmost limit in
many places we need not only to
notice the case here on our coast but
it Is so on the other side of the globe
nations are ready to go to war and
anxious for the opportunity it seems
adaa if the spirit of war had gone forth
until great men who pose as patriots
and would like to be considered states

men are ready and clamoring for war
latter day saints have always taught
the principles of peace and good will
this came to us through our saviorbut he told us that we were going tocome to a time when we would havecontention and strife even in our
families when a mans enemies should
bbe they of his own household anotheraaffirmativermative statement of that terrible
consummation that was before re-
ferred to the world are tending to
that but the latter day saints axeare
tending to peace to union to fellow-
ship and love while in the mast ofour deepest affliction harrasserharrassed tor-
mented scattered and peeled andcoming here as far as we could getaway from civilization to make ahome I1 say while we have been pass-
ing through these things we have hada peace within us we have a settled
conviction of the knowledge of god
we know that he has accepted us ashis children we know that he hasmanifested himself to us brequefrequentlyantly
by gifts and blessings and manifesta-tions not a few thus have we beenright along and while we do notnor are we under any necessity to
make any great demonstration or in-
dulge in any spread eagle discourses
to convince the people ththatt we are attpeace and that we wish they would
keep the peace that has been the way
we have felt but the lord has toldus that zion would be the only peopleon the earth that would be at peace
in the earth therefore we want toovercome evil with good cultivate this
Iswritspirit and the keeping of the command-mentsmen ts of god and get that spirit thatbrother joseph was talking to us ofthis morning to know that we are
born again that his spirit tois in u
that we live by it and are guided aw

those principles that it is the light
that our feet and we capt to
live so as to keep it growing brighterbrightdr
and brighter till the perfect day

considering these are the timalmee and
conditions in which we live it seems
to me that the teachings we havebave had
during this conference have bienbeen
wonderfully adapted to our condition
not only the spiritual portion but the
exhortation to the wise management
of our temporal concerns I1 wouldurge the brethren to make all reason-
able effort to get out of debt and
live honest and honorable before ao
men if you have but little realize
that that much comescomell as near being
yours as except the lordswho has made douthe steward over
it

we see then that the growth and
tendency of all influences existingamong the human family are toward
discord violence warfare contention
and strife the union that used toleto lefelt among people in neighborhoods toIs

I1 being lost the confidence of meninen
with men is being lost we hear it

I1 common among the people that we
must treat every man in that way
that we do not know but he may turn
to be dishonest

now in the light of the great work
that tois going on we want to cultivate


