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REMARKS

Made at the Sixty-eight Annual Con-
terence of the Church in the Taber-
nacle, Salt Lake City, Utah,
Sunday afterncon, April 10, 1838, hy

ELDER FRANKLIN D, RICHARDS
AND
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF.

I have been requested to occupy a
few moments of your preclous time
this afternoon. I greatly desire the

sweet and enlightening influences of
the Holy Spirit to direct what I shall
gay to you, that the tlme may be oc-
cupled acceptably and profitably. 1
have been greatly edifled In the In-
structions that have been given from
day to day during this protracted and
exceedingly Interesting Conference.
A great deal has been brought for-
ward for our consideration, deeply in-
teresting, and should be exceedingly
profitable unto us.

We are living in times of momentous
fmportance, times which are marvel-
ously stgnificant from every point of
wview In which we may consider the
conditions of the human famlly at
the present time, whether rellgiously

or politically, or Wwhatever view we|
may take of it. Jesug, when on the
earth, Informed His associates that

fn the latter tlmes there should come
many false Christs, and there would
be a great deal of wars and rumors
of wars Iin the earth, etc. This same
Jesus, risen from the dead, and agaln
speaking to His Prophet in the last
days, has spoken to us more definitely
and slgnificantly upon this point than
He did at that tlme to the brethren
with Him. He was pleased to say to
His Prophet, Joseph Smith, on the 25th
day of December, 1832, the day cele-
brated as the anniversary of the birth
of Christ, that there should come wars
in this land, and specifically stated
that they should commence In the
state of South Carolina, This revela-
tlon was preserved In the archives of
the Church until July, 1851, Some
nineteen vyears after this revelation
was glven to the Prophet Joseph it
wag brought out and published to the
nations of the earth, Since then it has
become common property to all the
inhabitants of the earth who have been
pleased to examine the revelations of
God to the Latter-day Baints. It was
gtated that this was to be the com-
mencement of wars that should cause
the death and misery of many souls,
It was not until 1861—about ten years
after this revelation was published—
that this was fulfllled, And it was not
done in a corner, nor Im any obscure
part of the earth, hut it was fulfilled
just as the Prophet sald it should be.
The first guns of that war were dis-
charged at Fort Sumter, in Charleston
harbor, South Carolina. It is now a
matter of national history, and all

the human family should know that :anxfous for the opportunity.

{t was given to Joseph Smith in 1832,
some twenty-nine years before it oc-
curred, and which cost this nation so

much anguish and the lives of mearly
a miilion of preclous souls,

Lord Jesus Christ has given us
through the same Prophet Joseph
Smith to understand that the day lIs
near at hand when peace shall be taken
from the earth, and that It has be-
gun to be taken from the earth. These
things have been read in our hearing
during thls Conference. Now, We may
as well understand that as the other
great revelatlon of 1832 was {fuifilled,
which the wheole human famlily know
who are of civilized or semi-clvilized
condition, just so certain is this also
likely to be fuifllled. It furthermore
gtates in the revelation that has been
read to usg, that the time willl come
when all nations shall be at war; when
every man that will not take up his
sword to defend hilmself against his
neighbor will have to flee to Zijon.
These prophecies indicate a growlng
tendency in that direction. And I won-
der if the )atter part that I have just
quoted s not already tasted In its
bitterness in the island of Cuba near to
our coast though they have not the
chance to fiee to Zion, hut have to take
up thelr sword against thelr nelghbors

and have to contend for their liberties,
' and are at the present time In a hor-
ribly distressed condition, objects of
' the charity of the whole nation and of
the other nations of the earth.

Living thea in times when these
tremendous prophecies are hanging
over the heads of the human family,
partly tulfilled, partly unfulfilled, and
when the angel of the Lord came with
his message In these last days de-
claring the Gospel revealed agnin and
bringing especially the word, "the
hour of his judgment is come,” shall
we take no notice of these great and
wonderfully significant sayings? The
brethren who have ears to hear and
hearts to understand, will {feel the
necessity of maintalning closer busi-
ness relations than we have been in
the habit of doing for the last decade
to two. If we had hearkened to the
good coungels that were given to us
by our President, and made it a point,
as they and the oilicers of our cities
and counties did, to make once a year
a clean sheet, and get no further into
debt, we would have been In a much

stronger business condltion ‘oday
than we now  are, and many
men would  have saved them-
gselves cieepless hours WwWho now

have to lie awake to study how they
are going to ralse the money to meet
their obligations and to save their
homes from belng taken away from
them.

We live in a time when the na-
tions of all the earth are so disunitedly
united that the tenslom of thelr con-
nection is drawn to its utmost limit in
many bhHlaces.
notice the case here on our coast, but

Nations are ready to go to war, and
It seems
as if the spirit of war had gone forth
until great men who pose as patriots,
and would like to be considered states-

This has come to pass, and the same .

We need not only to,

it I8 s0 on the other side of the globe. !

men, are ready and clamoring for war.
Latter-day Saints have always taught
the principles of peace and good will
This came to us through our Savior.
But He told us that we were going to
come to a time when we would have
contentlon and strife evenm In our
famllies; when a man’'s enemies should
be they of his own household—another
aftirmative statement of that terrible

consummation that was before re-
ferred to. The world are tending to
that. But the Latter-day Saints are

tending to peace, to union, to fellow-
ship, and love. While In the midst of
our deepest aflliction, harrassed, tor-
mented, scattered and peeled, and
coming here as far as we could get
away Irom civillzation to make a
home, 1 say while we have been pass-
Ing through these things we have had
a peace within us: we have g settled
conviction of the knowiedge of God:
we know that He has accepted us as
His children; we: know that He has
manifested himself to us frequently
by glfts and bhlessings and manifesta-
tions not a few. Thus have we been
right along. And while we do not
nor are we under any necessity to,
make any great demonstration or in-
dulge in any spread-cagle discourses
to convince the people that we are at
peace, and that we wish they would
keep the peace, that has been the way
we have felt. But the Lord has told
us that Zion would be the only people
on the earth that would be at peace
in the earth. Therefore, we want to
overcome evil with good, cultivate this
spirit and the keeping of the command-
ments of God, and get that spirit that
Brother Joseph was talking to us of
this morning, to know that we are
born again, that His Spirit 18 in ug,
that we live by it and are gnlded by
those principles; that it s the light
that leadeth our feet, and we want to
live so as to keep It growing brighter
and brighter t{ll the perfect day.
Considering these are the times and
conditions In which we ljve, it seems
to me that the teachings we have had
during this Conference have been
wonderfully adapted to our condltion,
not only the splritual portion, but the
exhortation to the wise management
of our tembporal concerms. I would
urge the brethren to make all reason-

able effort to get out of debt, and
live honest and honorable before all
men. If you have but lfittle, reallze

that that much comes as near being
yours as anybody’s, except the Lord’s,
l‘;'ho has made you the steward over

We see then that the growth and
tendency of all influences existing
among the human family are towards
discord, violence, warfare, contention
and strife. The union that used to be
felt among people in neighborhoods Is
being lost. The confldence of men
with men I8 belng lost. We hear it
common among the people that we
must treat every man {n that way
that we do not know but he may turn
to be dishonest,

Now, In the light of the great work
that i3 going on, we want to cualtlvate



