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you wish to see thethe effect of apostasyapostacy look
atinoat me 11 he was a poor wreck of aman
a helpless drivellingdrivelling child and he is since
dead A people are not to bobe judged by
such acts as these but thetho governor of
Tmismissouri in his message says

these people had violated the laws of
the land by open and armed resistance to
them they had instituted among them-
selves a government of their own inde-
pendent of and in opposition to the gogo-
vernmentvernment of this state false thoythey liddhad
at an inclement season of the year driven
the inhabitants oc an entire county from
their homehomes raravaging their crops and
destroying their dwellings ll11

M now if thothebe governor had reversed this
statement it would have been true thothe
falsity of it 1standcistand prepared to prove any-
where mrnir governor it was your bull
that gored our ox we were robbed
pillaged and exiled were you our men
women and children were murdered with-
out redress driven from their homes inin an
Ininclementcliment season of the year and died by

in the state of illinois in con
sequenceequence of hardships and exposure
F the legislature of Missourito cover their
infamy appropriated thothe munificent sum

jr of 2000 to help thothe suffering mormonscormonsMormons 11

y their agent took a few miserable traps thothe
sweepings of an old store for the balance
of thetite patrimony hebe sent into davis county
and killed our hogs which wowe were then
prevented from doingand brought them to
teedleed tho poor mormonscormonsMormons as part of the
legislative appropriation this I1 saw on
thithis subject I1 could quote volumes I1 will
only say that when authenticated testi-
mony was presented to martin van buren
the president of the united states ho re-
plied your causecauso is just but I1 can do
nothing for you

mr colfax in summing up says Therothere
is nothing in this as tto0 their religion
readkead the following

tuesday november jtb 1838 general
clarkdark made the following remarks to ai
number of men in far west mo

gentlemen you whose names aroarc not
attached to this list of names will now have
the privilege of going to your fields and
providing corn and woodfonwood for your families
another article yet remains for you to
ep triply with that is that you leavoleave the
state forthwith and whatever may
bbee I1 your feelings concerning this or
vmwhoevereveyever your innocence is nothing
totd me the orders of thetha gover-
nor to me were that you should be
exterminated I1 would advise you to
scatter abroad and never again organize
yourselves with bishops presidents etc

r lestleat lyou excite the jealousies of the peo-
ple I1

laIs not this persecution for rollrelireligionlonIon
mr colfax next takes us to nauvoo and

saysbaysinin nauvoo they remained until 1846
thebe disturbances which finally caused them
to leave the city were not in consequence
of their religious creed foster and law
who had been mormonscormonsMormons renounced the
faith and established an anti mormon pa-
per at nauvoo called the expositor in
may 1844 the prophet and a party of his
followers on the publication of lilillinss first
number attacked thothe office torb it down
and destroyed the press

this is a mistake the expositor was
an infamous sheet containing vilevilo and
libelous attacks upon individuals and the
citizens generally and would not have
been allowed to exist in any other com-
munity adaya day the people complained to
the authorities about it and after mature
deliberation the city council passed an
ordinance ordering its removal as a
nuisance and it was removed in a
conversation with governor ford on
thisthis subject afterwards when inform-
ed of tho circumstances he said to me
1I cannot blame you for destroying it but
I1 wish ishadit hadhaa been done by a mob I1 told
himidin that wowe preferred a legal course and
that blackstone described a libelous press
as a nuisance and liableilabe to be removed that
our city charter gave nsus the power to re-
move nuisances and that if it was suppos-
ed we hadbad contravened the law we were
amenable for our acts and refused not an

investigation mr history saysrays
the authorities thereupon called out tilethe

militia to enforce thelah and the mormonscormons
armed themselves to resist it theTho facts
were that armed mobs wwereero organizeorganizedd in
the neighborhood of carthage and war-
saw thetho governor came to carthageCarthagehago and
sent a deputation to joseph smith request-
ing him to send another to him with aau-
thentic

11

documents in relation to the late
difficulties dr J M bernhisel our late
delegate to congress and myself were de-

he
de-
the

de-
puted

dothe
as a committee to waitwalt upon thethe

governor his excellency thought it best
although we had had a hearing before for

us to have a rehearing on the press que-
st tion we called his attention to the un-

settled state of the country and the gene
draiaralrairal mob spirit that prevailed and asked if

we must bring a guard that we felt fully
competent to protect ourselves but were
urakraafraidid it would create a collision hoseidho saldsaid
we had better come entirely unarmed

andana pledged his faith and the faithfalth of thothe
state for our protection we wontwent unarm-
ed tto0 carthage trusting in the governors
worwordd owing to tho unsettled state of

airs we entered into to
appear at another time A warrant wasNhyramnyrambcd for the arrest ofafof of joseph and ily-

in
hyr-

om smith for treason they were re-
mandedbanded to jail and while there were
InUmurdereddered not by a party of mob as
mr history states from mis

sour but by men in illinois who with
blackened faces perpetrated the hellish
deed they did not overpower the guard as
stated the guard helped them in thetho per-
formancenorformaneemanco of their fiendish act I1 saw them
for I1 was there at the time I1 could a taletaic
unfold that would implicate editors onnic
ersors military and civil ministers of thothe
gospel and other wolves in cheeps cloth-
ing

the following will show in part what
our position was

A proclamation to the citizens of han-
cock0ck county whereas a mob of from one
to two hundred men under arms have
gathered themselves together in the south-
west part of hancock county and are at
this time destroying the dwellings and
other buildings stacks of grain and other
property of a portion of our citizens in the
most inhuman manner compelling dedo
fenceless women and children to leave their
sick beds and exposing them to the rays of
the parching sun there to lie and suffer
without aid or assistance of a friendly
hand to minister to their wants in their
suffering condition the rioters spare notnob the
widow nor orphan and whilowhile I1 am writing
this proclamationthe smoke is arising to the
clouds and tho flamo is devouring four
buildings which have just been set on fire
by the rioters thousands otof dollars worth
of property has already been consumed an
entire settlement of about sixty or seventy
families laid waste the inhabitants thereof
are fired upon narrowly escaping with
their lives and forced to flee before the
ravages of the mob therefore I1 com-
mand said rioters and other peace break-
ers to desist forthwith and I1 hereby call
upon the law abiding citizens as a anosseposse
commit atus ofhancock councounty to give their
united aid in suppressing the rioters and
maintainmaintainingin the supremacy of tho I1lawa v

J B backenstos
sheriff of hancock county ills

mr backenstoBackensto was not a mormon
we set out in search of an asylum in

some far off wilderness where wowe hoped
wowe could enjoy religious liberty pre-
vious to our departure a committee com-
posed of stephen A douglas gen john
JJ harding both members of congress
the attorney general of illinois major
warren and others met in my house in
nauvoo in conferenceconferconfor with the twelve to
consult about our departure they were
then presented the picture of devastation
that would follow our exodus and felt
ashamed to have to acknowledgeled go that state
and united states authorities hadad to ask a
persecuted and outraged people to leave
their property homes and fi resides for
their oppressors to enjoy not because we
had not a good constitution and liberal
government but because therothere was not
virtue and power in the state and united i

states authorities to protect them in their
rights wowe made a treaty with them to
leave after this treaty when the strong
men aandnd the majority of the people had
left and therothere was nothing but old and in-
firm men boys women and children to
battle with like ravenous wolves impa-
tient for their prey they violated theirthelr
treaty by making war upon them and
driving them houseless homeless and
destitute across the mississippi river

thothe archaeologist the antiquarian and
traveler need not then have gone to her
culaneum to pompeii to egypt or yuca-
tan in search of ruins or deserted citiecities
they could have found a deserted temple
forsaken family altars desolate hearth
stones and homes a deserted city much
easier the time the nineteenth century
ththe pplacelace the citedunited states of america
ththe Statestate illinois and the city nauvoo

while fleeingcing as fugitives from the
united states and in indian territory
a requisition was made by thetho government
for men to assist in conquering mexico
the very nation to whose territory we
were fleeing in our exile we supplied the
demand and though despoiled and excx
patriated were the principal agents in
plantingt the united states nnaflaflag0 in upper
californiacifora ma

I1 again quote
in september 18501830 congress organized

utah territory and presidentdont fillmore
aappointedpointedp brighambriehan young who at smiths
death had become president of the
church as governor thetho next year tbthe
federal judges were compelled by bribrig-
ham youngs threats of violence to neeflee
from the territory and thethe laws of thothe
united states were openly defied col
steptoe was commissioned governor in
place of young but after wintering with
a battalion of hoiholsoldiersdiers at salt lake he re-
signed not deeming it safe or prudent to
accept so far from thisthia being thetho case
col Steptosteptoeovaswas on the best of terms with
our community and previous to his ap-
pointment as governor a number of our
crombprominentrient gentile citizens judges col
steptoe and some of his officers signed a
petition to the president praying forlur thetho
continuance of president young in 0office
he continues in february 1850 a mob
of armedarmea mormonsgormong instigatesinstigatedinstigatea by sermons
from thetho heads of thothe church brokebroue into
the united states court room and at thothe
point of the bowle knife compelled judge
drummonddrimmond to adjourn his court sine dicdie
this is a sheer there never

was such an occurrence in utah I1 andland very
soon all thothe united states officers except
thothe indian agent were compelled to flee
from the Territory11 now this same amami-
able and persecuted judge drummond
brought with him a courtesancourtezan from wash

ington whom he introduced as his wife
and had her with him on thetho bench the16
following will show the mistake in regardeggard
to col steptoe and others

to his excellency franklin pierce
president of the united states

your petitionerspetitioners would respectfully re-
presente nt that whereas governor brighamyoungoung possesses thetho entire confideconfidence of
thothe people of this territory without didis-
tinction of party or sect and from person-
al acquaintanceacquaintance and social intercourse wowe
find himlm to be a firm supporter of thothe con-
stitutionution and laws of the united states and
a tried pillar of republican institutions
and having repeatedly listened to his re-
marks in private as well as in public as-
sembliessemblies do know he is the warm friend
and abloable supporter of constitutional liber-
ty the rumors published in the states to
the contrary notwithstanding and having
canvassed to our satisfaction his doings asgovernor and superintendent of indian
affairs and alsoalsor thetho distribution of appro-
priations for public buildings for the ter-
ritory we do most cordially and cheer-
fully represent that the same has been ex-
pended to the best interest of the nation
and I1 whereas his appointment would bet-
ter s the territorial interest than
thothe appointment ofbotanyany other man

we therefore takotake great pleasure inin
recommending him to your favorable con-
sideration and do oamcamearnestlyestly request his
appointment as governor
dent ofindian affairs for this territory

salt lake city utah territory decem-
ber 1854 J F kinney chief justice
supreme court leonidas shaver assist-
ant justice E J Stepsteptoetoetoo lt col U S
army john PF reynolds bat maj rufus
bingalesIngalesgaies Capt Sylvester mowry la chett
L livingston jno C chandler robert 0
tyler benjbelij allston lieutenants chas
A perry wm G bankinrankin horace KR
kirbyy medical staff U S A henry 0
branbrancheb C C branham C J biane
lucian L bedell wm idizdimaemacac J 11 hocka
day endindand other strangers
there was really no more cause for an army

then than there is now amiaud there isis no
more reason now in reality than there
was then and the bills of cragin
and cullom are only a series of the sasamesamom0
infamiesamies that wevve have before experienced
and are designed as all sed men
know to create a difficulty and collision
aided by the clamor ofspeculators and con-
tractors who have of course a very dis-
interested desire to relieve their venerated
uncle by thrusting their patriotic hands
into his pockets

I1 am sorry to be under the painful neces-
sity of repudiating mrilir history
itisit Is said that corporations harenohavehavo no souls
and nations are proverbiallynot conscienti-
ous about their nomenclature or records
diplomacy generally finds language suited
to its objects when the british nation
granted to thehe east india company their
stupendous monopoly that company sub-
jugated and brought really into serfdom
about one hundred millions of human be-
ingsgs and compelled many to raise poison
lin0opiumlum instead of bread history calls
tthathithat traderade and comicommercenerce 11 alter the
chinese had passed a law making the in-
troductiontro of opium contraband in defi-
ance of this law they sent cargoes of tilethe
tabooed article and illicitly introduced their
poisonpolson thothe chinese unwilling to be
poisonedpoisond confiscated and destroyed these
contracontrabandband goods history calls itait a casus
bellgardbellibellGandand when thetho chinese unwilling to
bo coerced resisted the british force that

I1 nation slaughtered vast hordes of them
because theythoy had the power history calls
iswarit war when they forcedluneed them to pay
millions of dollars for the trouble ancythey
had in killing them history calls it
indemnification for the expenses of the war
when president polk wanted to possess
himself of thetho then mexican territory of

I1 upper california he sent gen taylor
with an army of occupation into disputed
mexican territory well knowing that an
honorhonorableableablo nation would be obliged to re-
sent atasit as an insult and that would be con-
sideredI1 a casus belli and amfordafford a pretext
for making war upon the weak nation t and
possessing ourselves of the coveted terri-
tory history calls it conconquestquest and reprisals
it Tis truetruo that we acted more honorably
than great britain in awarding some com-
pensationpensa tion presidentPies ident buchanan 1goaded
by the republicans wished to show them
that in reregardgard to thothe mormonscormons he dared
out herod herod by fitting up an army
tofor makomake war upon thothe mormonscormonsMormons butbut ftit
was necessary to have a pretext it wouldwoula
not have been popular to destroy a whole
community in cold blood so he sent out a
few miserable minions anandd es for
the purpose of provokinganigdrig a collision thesethose
men not only acted infamouslyiniainta here but
published false statements throughout the
Vunitedn cited states and every I1kindind of infamy
as is now beij done by just suchsuell charac-
ters was laid at the door of the mormonscormonsMormons
they said among other things that we hadbad
burned tilothe U S records these state-
ments werewore afterwards denied by governor
cummings mr buchanan had another
object in view and mr J B floyd seesec-
retary dfwarof war had also his ax to grind
and the whole conicombinedblued was considered a
arandgrand coup it is hardly necessary
ioto inform mr colfax that this army under
predencepretencepretence of subjugating thothe mormonscormonsMormonsns was
intentintendedled to coerce thetiie people of kansas to
his views and that they were not detained
as stated by mr collars history which
said the troops necessarily moving sslowlylowly

were overtaken by the snows in november
and wintered at bridger 11 I1 need not in-
form mr colfax that anotheranother part of thisgrand tableau originated in the desirodesire ofsecretary eloydployd to scatter the U S forces
and arms preparatory to the confederate
rebellion such iais history and such arearc
facts

we were well informed as to the object
of the coming of the army wowe had men in
all of the camps and knew what was in-
tended there was a continual boast among
the men and officers even before they left
the I1missouriilslis river of what they would do
with the mormonscormonsMormons the houses were picked
out that certain persons were to inhabit
farms propertypro erty and women were to bodistributedbuteTdistridistributed beauty and booty were
their watchword we were to havohave another
grand norman conquest and our houses
gardens orchards Tinevineyardsyards fields wives
and daughters were to be the spoils in-
stead of this mr buchanan kept them too
long about kansas the lord put a hook in
their jaws and instead of revellingvellingre in sack-
ed towns and cities and glutting their libidi-
nous and riotous desires in ravishing des-
troying and laying waste they gnawed
dead mules legslogs at bridger rendered
palatable by the ice frost and snow of a
mountain winter seasoned by thothe pestifer-
ous exhalationsexhalations of hecatombs of dead ani-
mals the debris of a ruined army at a cost
toti thothe nation of about forty millions we
had reason to say then the lord reigns
let the earth bobe glad ob how wicked it
was for president young to resist an army
like the above prostitutedprostitutes by the guard-
ians of a free and enlightened republic to
the capacity of buccaneersbucca and brigandebrigandsbrigands

in the springr1ng rumors prevailed of anavintended aadvancen c of the army arefepreferringaring
compromise to conflict we left salt lake
city and the northern part of the territory
en masse and prepared ourselves for what
wowe then considered a comingcomin g conflicteoncon flicht af-ter first preparing combustible materials
and leaving a sufficient number of men in
every settlement to destroy everythinghing
had we been driven to it we should have
made such a conflagration as never was
witnessed in the UUSS every house would
have been burned and leveled to the ground
every barn grain and haybay stack every
meeting house court house and store de-
molishedmolished every fruit tree and shrub would
have been cut down every fence burned
and the country would havohave been left a
howling wilderness as we found it wowe
were determined that if we could not en-
joy our homes in peace that never again
should our enemies revel in our posses
ionslons
I1 now come to mr coifColfamsaxa next heading

THEIR rolydamr 11

As this is simply a rehash of his for-
mer arguments witwithoutflout answelansweringing mine
I1 beg to be excused insertinghis veryleneveryveny leng-
thythy quotation as this article is already
long in regard to our toleration of all
religionsreligiousg mr C entertains very singular
ideas we do invite men of almost all per-
suasionssua to preach to us in our tabernacles
but we aroare not so latitudinarian in our
principles as to furnish meetinghousesmeeting houses for
all we never considered this a part of thothegrammepro meeting houses are generally
closed against ugus everywhere and men
are advised not to go and hear us wawg open
ours and say to our congregations go and
hear them but we donotdo not onengageage to furnish
all neither is the followfollowing11ng statement
correct about the same time hohe mr
taylor was writing it godbe and cotherseners
werewore being expelled from the church for
disbelieving thetho infallibility of brighamBrIllharnyoung nond poisonpersporspersonaspersonsonasas I1 before stated was
overever expelled from the church forfon doubting
the infallibility ofor it is
but jjust to say that president younyoungg him-
self disclaims it mr C again repeats his
argument in relation to the suttee or burn-
ing of widows in india and after giving a
vevery elaborate and correct account of its
suppressionPres by english authority says

Nwherever english power is recognized
there this so called religious rite is now
sternly forbidden and prevented england
with united voice said stop and india
obeyedboyed0 11

to present mr argument fairly
it stands thus the burning of hindmo
widows was considered a religious rite by
the Hindoos the british were horrified
at the practice and suppressed it thothe
MOmormonsmarinousrinous believebelieve polygamy to be a relig-
ious rite the american nation consider
it a scandalI1 anuaffandanad that they ought to put it
down without entering into all the details
I1 think the above a fair statement
of thetho aneonequestionstion hohe says the claim
that religious faith commanded it
wwas3 povPONpowerlessVerless and it went down
as a relic of barbarism hohe says history
tells us what a civilized nationalnatinationakinn to ours
actually did where they hhad1 ttho0 power
I1 wish to treat this argument with candor
although I1 do not look upon tho british
nation as a fit example for us it was not BOso
thought inthein the timetimo of thertheEevolution I1 hopechope
weW0 would not follow them incharging their
cannon with sandsaud shooting them off
in this same india I1 am gladgiad also to finifindfinafind
that our administration views aandanand acts
upon the question of neutrality moromore hon-
orably than our transatlantictrans atlantic cousins but
to the point the british suppressed tho
suttee in india and therefore wowe must bo
equally moral and suppress polygamy in
thothe united states hoedl not so fast let us
state facts as they are and remove thothe dust
the british suppressed thothe suttee but tol-
erateder9 tccI1 eaeighty three millions


