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ly until morning when we were again
called and got up to find her in a very
bad condition struggling for life we
again laid hands upon her and prayed
god that the child might be released
from her pain and if consistent with
his will that she might bpb nn rl to
her parents who loved her so dea
mother seemed as though witane chaid
not be reconciled to parting with her
the little one was easier after our ad-
ministration and appeared to0 o be at per-
fect rest as compared her previous
condition I1 could see that the family
were grief stricken and that the father
and mother did not want to part with
the little one and I1 went into my room
knelt down and prayed to my heavenly
father that if it were consistent with
his will he would spare the little one
at any rate that he would not allow
it to suffer any more that if it were
his will that the child should be taken
away he would prepare the hearts of
its parents that they might realize his
willwill was being done in the matter in
about naifhalf an hour after our admini-
stration brother david H cannon my
wife myselfrnyself and the family were sur-
rounding the little one and her spirit
departedSeo arted from the body but as death

reachedached a pleasant smile crept over
her councountenancecountegance and she fehtbefit to
sleepleeo without even so much as raising

hand or showing any sign of pain
this little occurrence was a testimony
to me and if I1 had ever had any
tearfear of death before this would have
banished it all As the time came for
the spirit to depart from the body it

as though it could see into
at any rate its vision must

navebave been a pleasant one the child
axasraj cerfeeperfectlyaly conscious had been ask
birgnir about its kittens and little play-
things only a short time before it

testimony to me that the visionwas a
of tibtthat child must have been a pleas-
ant onecone and I1 thought to myself itif at-
ter

af-
ter I1 have done the will of my father
and all that is within my power to do
to cause people totb repent of their sinssine
and to come unto christchelst the lord al-
mightyalamla hav should take me away in the
conconditiondiCion he took that child in how
happynanny I1 would belbe

my brethren and sisters we do not
tearfour death itif we are bryintryingg to keep
the commandments of Ggod indeed
manymanpr times it comes as a welcome mes

to those who have labored long
andnd bard to spread this gospel and who
have been faithful over that which god
has given them such people feel
happy when death comes they feel no
regretdegret at having their spirit depart
from their body they know that the
body will come forth in the morning ot
the first resurrection clothed with im-
mortalitymorta lity they know that there will
bbi no sorrow no sickness no death
there but that those who have strug-
gled earnestlyarnesty in the face of opposi-
tion to do the will of the father and
have been able to carry it out they will
receive an exaltation far superior to
anything that we can imagine in this
mortal state of ours those who were
called to sustain the loss of this little
one did not feel to sorrow only at the

separationep they knew that all was
wellveil that he who had given that spirit
to that little body had called it
wayaway and that it had filled its

mission I1 was very much touched
onan the occasion not on account of
witnessing the little one go to sleep but
on account of the nobleness
of the mother she had sat up night
after night going with utout sleep until
shehe was almost worn out still she was
not willing to leave the bedside of her
little one she desired with all her
heart to save it she had been through
the pate of bringing that soul into the
world and she wanted to rear it in the
fooxfear of the lord that it might be a

instrument in accomplishing
in this latter day work becausesomr whole heart is with this people

P
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but to see how resigned she was in
the midst of her sorrow showed a
nobleness of character which I1 have
rarely seen and which was more
touching by far than to see the little
one go to sleep As individuals and as
a people the almighty has required
that we possess noble characters that
we be self sacrificing that we be will-
ing to part with the dearest ththingsingsonon
earth itif required by him it takes
nobleness and integrity of character
for our missionaries to go into the
world in the face of all the opposition
that they have to meet and proclaim
the gospel to those who do not believe

my brethren and sisters I1 rejoice in
this work I1 rejoice in the hope that
we have in a resurrection of the dead
that we will come forth from the grave
indeed this is the cornerstonecorner stone of our
belief it is for this cause we labor if
we labored torfor this world alone we
would be a most miserable and
wretched people our hope tois not in
this world but in what we will receive
in the world to come when we un-
derstandderstand the gospel death indeed is
robbed of its sting and the grave of its
victory we believe as jesus of naz-
areth was resurrected from the dead
and came forth with his body wit-
nessed not only by a few but by hun-
dreds at various times so also all those
who will keep the commandments ofgod will be resurrected and receive an
exaltexaltationgAion and a home in the presence
of thy great master I1 am happy to
be identified with this work I1 am
willing if it be the will of god to
labor all the days of my life in spread-
ing his word I1 have a testimony
that this is the work of god I1 have
a testimony that the prophet joseph
smith was an ordained servant of thealmighty no matter what other
people may think or believe that can-
not change the opinion of one true latttererdayer day saint our faith is not founded
upon the actions of men it Is founded
upon the rock of revelation upon the
foundation of prophets and apostles
jesus christ being the chief corner-
stone when we look at the condition
of the world today one crying here
is christ and another crying here
is christ how thankful we should be
that we have a testimony in our hearts
that we have the same organization
with apostles and prophets gifts
blessings and ordinances the same
faith the same lord and the same
baptism that existed in the primitive
church of christ how thankful I1
say we ought to be for this no mat-
ter what we may be called upon to
pass through for the sake of the gos-
pel we are here but for a little while
I1 view this life of ours only as one drodropP
of water as comparedcom roared with the mighty
ocean of eternity as simply a prepara-
tory school that we have to pass
through to get into the presence of our
heavenly father where we progress
from one condition to another we
must progress it is dangerous for
any latter day saint to think that he
or she can be indifferent to the work
of the lord we must be either ac-
tive or inactive if we do not work
for the lord we set an example that
is a hindrance to others if on the
other hand we do a good act some-
thing that is praiseworthy and pleas
ing in the sight of god there are others
who will see our example and will fol-
low after it

now we have been feasting through
the holidays there are no people upon
the face of the earth that live better
than do the latter day saints today
we have come together to learn of the
ways of the lord in this we show our
faith that men shall not live by bread
alone but by every word that pro
cledeth from the mouth of god we axeare
anxious that this work should progress
and be successful and we should
lend our little mite towards its ad-
vancementvancement torfor when all the sons and

daughters of men come before the
judgment bar of god christ will saysar
that Is Is not all those who say unto
him lord lord that shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven but he that
boeth the will of ohp father if wetwe are
successful in keeping the command-
ments of the lord we shall lay up
treasures in heaven what are the
things of this world in comparison
with the knowledge that we have thatgod lives would we not rather portpart
with everything that is dear to us lain
this life than to part with the knowl-
edge which we have that god lives
no matter what our poverty or our per

may be if we have thin
knowledge we will be happy under auall
conditions many times I1 have prayed
within my heart to god that with althe would at least leave me his spirit
even though he should deprive me of
everything else in this life I1 would
rather have the spirit of god than topossess the riches of the world because
that will make me happy and the
riches of the world will not unlessdinless I1
know how to use them it is only a
righteous ambition that the latter day
saints should wish to possess homes
and lands and all that will make thernthem
comfortable but most of all we should
wish to possess the eternal riches thatwill be of benefit to us and our poster-
ity in the life to come our good acao
andancl our good deeds noble thoughtsthoughto 4

carried into actions are the riches that
will go before us totd plead for us before
the great judge when we aiare sum-
moned to give an account for the deeff
done in the flesh let people array
themselves against this work and
against us let all the powers of earth
anandd hell array themselves against this
work it will not matter in tactfact it wiltwill
only cause the work to grow and make
us more united and should cause our
enemies to see that this tois the work
of god we do not fear opposition
from without we do not fear anything
that can come from the enemies
of truth if we are seeking to keep
the commandments of the lord itif god
is our friend we will be happy we will
rejoice that he has descendedcondescendedcon to
make us his friends this is a glori-
ous work we are told that the lord
is the vine and we are the branchesbranchell
we can do nothing of ourselves the
branches are helpless without the vinelet us try to keep in touch with the
spirit of god let us above all so
live that we will be continually in the
sunlight of that spirit and we will
go forth fearlessly proclaiming repent-
ance to the nations of the earth WOwe
wilf proclaim it at home also itif WOwe
have done wrong we will seek to doright if we have not loved our neigh-
bor as ourselves we will seek to recti-
fy our course of life in this regard itif
we have failed in keeping the com-
mandmentsmand mentsmento of god in other ways WSwe
will seek to keep them I1 desire that
we shall all remain true and falthtal
to the covenants we have made withwita
god we have made them knowing-
ly we went down into the waters
of baptism and were immersed for the
remission of our sins knowingly we
knew what obligations we took upon
ourselves if we are not liked for
our peculiar belief let us not return
evil for evil but let us ask god to for-
give those who persecute us and pray
that their hearts may be opened that
they may be led to see the orof
god asan we see it I1 am desirous to
spend all my time and all the powerspower
which god has given me in his min-
istry and in proclaiming his word le-
cause

be-
cause

le-
i

be-
iI1 I1 never feel happier than when
I1 am engaged in doing my duty and
trying to do good to others trying tota
bring happiness to a homebotne that heubox
known no happiness trying to bring
sunlight to some heart that hasham not
known sunlight for years and that
hhasas dwelt in darkness we should not
grope in darkness if we do not fmfeel


