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HOT FOR MAN AND BEAST,

In the morning early (Feb, 19) we

were on the road, and it behooved us
to start early for the hot sun goon
made traveling painful both to man and
beast, Qur road was on the lowlands,
not many feet above gea level, and led

around the large lagoons east of the
elty, On both sldes of us were walla of

heavy timber, which at times geemod to
shut out every breath of alr, Just as
we began to think that further travel
ing would be Imposgible until evening
o wind started up to our relief,

IN AN INDIAN VILLAGE,

At 2 p. m, we came to a little Tn.
dlan village called Union de Hidalgo
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tile and capable of producing abund- { the Pacific by the river Mescal

ance, Not much i8 cultivated but that
which {8 ylelds well, After leaving the
pelms, we came gradually to grass
lands, and In a few miles reached the
foothills where grass was abundant
Towards evenlng we passed through the
ittle town of Niltipee and came one
leagua further to a ranch where we
found feed and water,

AN UNFRIENDLY TOWN,

Niltipee 18 a Mexican village, we
ive passed the Indlans and have
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Most Bolemn Clrcumstances.

Austria and Mexico, after a quarre]
nhueler, Prince Fuerstenberg and Dr. Gurrens

visit of Prince and Princess Kheye

cating a chapel to mark the resumption of diplomatic relations

and applied for pasturage. The first
man asked offered his at o, bul on
examining it we found the feed poor,
and appli further, The next man haa
a4 good 1 ture, which he offered at
$1.50, not knowing what the first asked,
We accepted, and goon 1§d our horses
eating, But before long these men got
together, and the frst told the sec
ond what he would have been pald had
hig feed been good., Then the second
came to us again, He sald that he
had made a mistake. He could not talk

| Spanish very well, and that he should

have charged twenty reals instead of
twelve reals, He hoped we would take
the matter Into consideration and pa)
him the twenty, HBut we could not
gee It In that light, and after some
words the man became satisfied with
the twelve reals, and confessed that he
nad been talking to the first man, He
was entirely satisfied when we assured
him that had we rented from the first
man we would have paid him only a
dollar

Here, as In all other towns, wge a
market, and here also as elsewhere, the
women were the venders. They make
excellent saleswomen, and are sharp at
counting money, As there ig much
spurfous coin now iIn Mexico, every
plece s first thrown on a stone or
struck with another piece to ascertain
by the sound If it 18 genuine, One pe-
culiarity about these gsaleswomen (s
thiz: Buying large quantities is dearer
than buying small. For Instance, six
tortillas are sold for a media~8 cents.
Should you orddr/ifty cents worth you
would, perhaps, get 46, We have often
had to pay 25 cents for 23 tortillas,
when they sold three for three cents,
Often, too, since leaving Tehuantipec,
corn has been dearer when we went for
it than when we asked the price, This
never happened among the Mayos or
Aztecs,

The houses in Hidalge with one or
two exceptions are of the same general
pattern and built of the same material,
The gides are of woven willows plastered
with mud and whitewashed, and the
roof 18 thatched with palm leaves, There
i no window and no floor except the
one the ground furnishes, The town
has streets, but no fences, and every-
body's plgs run at will. As we had
camped in town, one can imagine what
ditfeulty we had in keeping our camp
free of these animals.  As for the na-
tives, they were kind and pleasant, and
showed us the greatest respect as we
mingled with them at night in the mar.
ket or on the streets.

IN A FOREST OF PALMS,

The next morning, not alone our host,
but many neighbors came to see us off,
and all wished us a pleasant trip on our
long journcy

For four hours we traveled through
a forest of palms, beautiful trees that
were almost as thick as trees could be
except where the road was cut through
They are a sort of fan-lenf, though not
the one our common fans are made
from. The natives use them for bulld-
Ing and thatching their houses, and
quite a business is carried on ag the
leaves are shipped ag far as Tehuante-
pec, The country Is #till level with a
gentle slope to the lagoons, and is
crogsed by muny small streams flowing
from the mountalns on the north. The
land, to look at, appeara rich and fer.

reached again a mixture of bloonds,

dld not stay in Niltipee, We
did not like the people nor ¢ Epirit
of the town. There was not it friend-
feeling, or rather soclable feeling,
though several were anxious to rent us
pasturage, but at high figures, At the
lHttle ranch we were made just ag com-

fortable ag we could have been in the |
town, and we felt that our things were | {t

much safer
AN EDUCATED TRAMP,

1 have spoken onee or twice of our
meeting tramps. The lame German
from Salvador, two men who thought
they had met ug before, and the Ameri-

can tramp In Amazoc, but at this )

ranch one visited ug that exceeds them
all. He was well dressed In a linen suit
with a cork helmet, and good tan
leather shoes, On his back was a sup-
ply of food, He was a man of educa-
tion, in fact spoke Italian, his native
tongue, German, French, Spanish and
broken English, and was well acquaint-
ed with many countries and men. On

foot most of the way and alone, thig |

man had come from Buenog Ayres, in
the Argentine Republic He had taken
ship a short digtance along the const
of Venezueln and from Panama o
Costa Rico, but otherwise he had walked
all the way, He had been about a
vear on the road. At preger almed
for Mexico, thence hy foot, to the
United States, We could not under-
stand his object clearly, but were not
long In digcovering that he was a little
unbalanced. He had found a silk

| spfder which he would introduce In

Ttaly, and thus make his fortune, and
would Introduce algo in his native land
the plantain After taking supper
with us, he bade us "good bye'” an
swering our invitation to stay all night
by the remark, "I set for my task this
duy to reach Niltipee, and I must do
"
MIXED BLOOD HERE.

From Niltipec to a town called Ta
panctepec, our road led up a vidlley
which gradually clo wi In until it be.
came a canyon Crossing a diyvide we
came out agaln Into a beautiful val-
ley, which gradually glopes to the
ncean, In this valley I8 the gecond
town named above. It Is a well bullt
Mexican town with a hotel, a church
and several well kept xtores, and con
tains perhaps about 1,500 inhabitants
There I8 a mixture of bloods here, and
the negro blood I8 not wanting In

fact, from Niltipee to our present eamp |

we find traces of the African, who were
brought In here as glaves many years
ago. PBut the most Interesting point
on our Journey sinee leaving Tehuovante-

pec is the valley of Tapana, as it Is !

called. The mountalns enclose it on
three sides, a stream of water irrigates
its fields, and produces on the banks
trees of varfous kinds and of gigantio
proportions.  The mountain slopes are
covered with trees, some In bloom there,
fust  starting  thejr leaves of green,
The seene was beautiful from the top
of the mountain, which we climbed on
leaving the valley, especially when the
ocean also came In view,

SLAUGHTER OF WOOD TICKS,

Saturday night we camped on a smal!
stream which empties its waters into

which dated from the tragle death of Maximian, have at last resumed diplomatie relations once more,
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