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Oneco oulslde Lane started in the di-
yectlon for the purpose of calling on
Miss Thomson, Arriving at the brown
stone residence, he handed his eard to
the grave faced butler. Presently that
functionary returned with the reply
that Mr. Buokingham, as the guardian
of Miss Thomson, was “aware of the
fact that Mr, Lane was at present un-
der o cloud, and in view of that fact
would regpectfully request that Mri,
Taand ontinue his  visits and ac-
qunintanceship with Mr, Buckingham's
wiard.”

The unexpectedness of this blow made
TLang gasp for breath, He wis u-
gtantly filled with regentment against
John Buckingham, What vight had
that person treat him in
gourvy manner? He would return a
bave {1t out with him ke a man
ber second thought, however, convin
him thot he was under a cloud and thet
woetul guprdian had a perfect right
ok after the interests of his ward
sarly in the aftermoon Lane réeturnmed
Biarnes' office flourishing a letter.
“T'yva jJurel eopived this 1
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OUDDENTY THE FAT HANDS
haking hig head and speaking more to
imself than to those in the room,
“Why, that's the name ‘of any
arson,” persisted Clancy, determin
» wave the thing aside, “'That's only

not

an advertisement.”

the chief in his
“That's whaut

at this time,

“Precisely,” replied

wkes it valuable to me

“Comie in,"” he culled,

SH

1

e

Thaomson

ton-

The donr opened timidly and Helen
entered.  The half vell did

o

collar and grazed. the nap of a sllk cra~
vat. He held the chief's card in one

not conceal the unwonted sparkle in her ' fat lttle hand, while the stubby, blunt

eyes, nor could it entirely hide the fact

that she was blushing most charming-

ly. She gave a cry of delight at sight
of Lane and exclaimed involuntarily:

t

“1 thought I should find you here.'
The next moment she could have bit-
¢y her tongue for speaking so impul-

se. The thief is returning it to him | sively, and she hung her head, her face
o pirit of bravado, As he was about acarlat. Lane, overjoyed but smarting
to mall it he noticed this sample card ! y treatment of the morning, re-
Iving on his desk, That prompted him
to be itty as well as courageous, 80 *“1 thought I'd find you at home, too,
he eticlosed the card with the check, | put 1 was mistaken.”
and there you are.” “What do vou mean?" she eried, part«
“But,” sald Con. blankly, “if you get | v yecavering her self-possession
the sult case, the mystery will be “That I ealled on you and your re-
solved fused to aee me."”
The chief chuckled She raised her veil, and the eyes
“Posgsibly. In the meantime, Claney, | fiasheq fire
toke this cheek, and see what they'll | <1 poaver refused to see yvou—l never
© you for it at the Grand Trank | gpew that vou called— '
wiiting room.,” X Oh," erled Lane g ng her means
While they walted for the return Of | 4, .. jngtant] “Then ¢ card was In.
the fleetfooted one, Barnes clearved up | . apred?”
a of the lovse threads of his in- ) Gy nedded her head
vestigation. A man I had been | «po dinlomat invelu rily clenched
gent to “spot™ the officials und employes | v o o The girl noted the movement
{ the Cor idated cox :-n:w l"'l'*-lf";v | and lowering her voice 111
that he hod 1t nuable to establish | tHHe proposed to me this Ing.'
1y connectio tweon the corporition Lane lumped to her {f he had
i the m 1% sult Anothe: bean catapulted e t room.
uhordinots dd he had dlscovered \;.'1\'1"! he shrieked That aold man
some men who wore long striped ulsters, | I kin;,;:':lril~ ‘
1 othet had on red cravats, bul He's only 45" Interjected Barnea.
3 Upad to find any one with both ‘ The interruption dampened the young
eps and cravats answering that de- | o0 :"‘l'm’l\.i' He did not finlsh his
ipuon, i denunelation  of  the uardian. Fe
\ | wt nhsurd to send these men turned to her with a query
{ ud Barn to Lo a8 he dis & it A 1!
the detectives, You might as I u‘!' &d him, 3 goose," with
tell 'em to go tind the missing Hok. | L0 I
it some people expect us (o operate a5 g ke hugging her. He cons
1 Wi 11 - |‘m1 a tribute wi ‘;.vn Lo H a5 it elf with fresh denunciations
" he " t § "
t l.{llw‘..q ”u II‘ ‘l. ".‘l"nw II\ it i!-! but \'“\1“ “‘ ; qu‘. chlef hegan explor-
ama self-evident Thig corporation the . lnl district e «‘l""”'l‘}l"
hich has felt the welght of your off ind the afternocon there Tho
clal hand, desives to get eyveon with you t da took a ‘il\; a "1;“”:]‘].,‘ ”:”
: \ n hrew ODICROT i rincipal printing and en-
T the” lore Talands, througn | €roving cstablishments of the city. Al
% informed of the dats k he returned to his office and sald
vou the steamer 1 took an'l :
the f4 vour valual dooumer I 1t 1 1o go out with me to
| 'y r 1o make n call on or
tary evidencd vl in v Uit case '
Through you cn pua  the ' RO
suit cnse ik stolen iing that |
one eny ! Lhe L lated At night Barnes and |
Cocoanul company g0t the 1 ble it his 1 sate hovered about the
f whit do you tha wieht Wl of n thn Hory hrown
e on ould do with 1ILt? ¢« to #tor h on the 1. Having sat-
11 fHice of the warehouse of Nnne jefled himeelf that a Ught was burning
) At all 1t W ] ken in thae Hbrary, the chief, followed by his
{ 1y from the ph PO#e wisistant, mountad the steps of the
sibl I ¢ the tillty of mng Lo s 1 pushed the clectric button.
aboul the pren the co ' he well ten 1 butler who responded
Whil oy N Ladking Dilse i Al ushered them into the receps
ol 1o the roo ith m | oti hall and  solemnly accepted the
} vl i ent ploe- ¢ hi Rarnes handed him
| t AW L he gave a i DR~ Giving thy e to reach the 1on
! nitton and deligl H it b il | oglght of stairs, the chief whisperingly
| quickly lad 1 ] bl Irect to remain wherae he wnws,
| Everytl I 1 J pwiftly and noiselessly fol-
l t had b h all seryant, On  reaching th
pi | 110 I . Ith 3 heard the wurmur of volees
1 t A8 ! concl 1 his in tl thrary Thore wns n ;
L h { i One  art Vg : of a chalr hit of
e B el and all a8 sllont awgain
It was i Jittle black bou |etior lid not hesgitate A handsom
DOGK poverad the doorway lending to
Lane turned 16 Barnes: but hief tl raoim. The chief thrust I aside and
g\ ! } chalr 1 inlked Into the llbrars r it
his i i i CLion Ol his way out nost ecolllded with
e 1 the ceolling ) th noeweomer Hurn murmurad
1 & lrritoted the young mar | something {neeherent about thinking
I'he letied LN E nis e l he it expected to follow the man up-
phihpped stnly and In 10Omenta play of
Barnes « ne out of hi } T words managed 1o take ntil phote-
looked At the speaker with Ll griuph of the room
srlle | 1L wag o long, nerre ipartment,
'‘Of course, it's miasing A A | plainly furnighed. In the center of the
gquastion In my ming v fay end, belore at tog ) sat u
forv the suit case at all quat looking L ed man, who
taing your belongings uently did not appear to he ther young ot
A new move, no matt ) almless. | old He had expresslonless blua oyvaes
leads to the susplclon of o clew But { which staved steadily at Barn with-
the fellow who has én the black ‘ out betray the  slightest emaotion
lstter hook wented to taunt you with | His lavge, badd head was covered with
the wight of your sult case He must | the merest fringe of faded bhrown halre
be & vindotive cuss, He A broad, flat nose indicated surlinesa of
The speaker was Interrupted by & | disposition, and a mouth curled in "
fulnt tap on the doo sareastlc smile suggested cunning. Wiy

double ehin sauk In the folds of a white

K

fingers of the other grasped a pen with
the intensity with which one usually

clutches a weapon at the opening of a
battle.

Thia was John Buckingham, retired
ness man, stock market manipulator

and guardian of Miss Halen Thomson.
He never moved those lusterless eyes
from his unabashed visitor. Barnes
hore the vacant stare with equanimity.
There wus nothing in the face to fright-
en him. The key to the man's power
was in his pudgy hands. Presently he
spoke, and while the tone was querul-
ous the words, coming In ghort, jerky
gasps, were fairly hurled at the intrud-
er.
"What do you want here?”
_Barnes pulled all of his mental facul-
ties together before replying. He Adld
not underestimate his task, It would
not do to be heaten by this man with

the forbidding face and masterful
hands. The chlef adopted hls most
caressing tone., He would spar for

points first and later, if need be, reply
with hody blows.

"I beg vour pardon for this Intrusion,
but I wanted to know If you would aid
me In a little government: investigation
in which I am engaged?"’

The blue orbs wandered feebly In the
diractfon of the card that was still
clutched in the strong hand., Again the
words, short, sharp and crisp:

“You're in the wrong shop; I
nothing of cusdoms™

But et me 1ell you my story."

Without waliting for his assent
Harnes went on and vehearsed the theft
af the sult case down to . the minutest

know

detail,  All the time he wutched tha
face of the man before him. It ba-~
trayed merely a languld Intercst until
the chief told about the reception of

the visiting ceard with “tha compliments

of John Smith,"” and then. 1o his as-
tonishment, Mr John Buckingham
leanad back In his chalr and gave
vent to a serles of very loud and very

disagroeabls chuckies, Barnes had been
standing all thig time, Now he qguietly
illd Into a chalr opposite Buckingham.
He concluded hls narrative by saying:

And that black |etter book is still
missing
The unwilling hest yawned openly
to signify th the Interview was be-
coming wearning, Barnes showed no
¢ 1 Ho loaned ncrosk the table, and,
1n ig hi ee to make It more im-
1id
ckinghanm, T want yvou to give me
L. { lette hook !

lef walied anxlously for (he
i his words, but the flubby face
POSIte him wis a4 peyfect mnsk, Those
tupld « hid & ook of blind Inno-
‘ £ The cmrl.of the Mp wis un-
hanging, But the hands! Barmoes could
hive shouted for foy. His startling ve-
fuest ‘Arcely vne from hig lins when
Huckingham's left hand twitehed oons
vulgively and the card he was holding
flutt » the Hoor. AL the same In-
stant stubby Angers on the other
hand  boenme rveless and the pen

betwn them fall on the flat desk
Barnes felt Instant canfidence nt theass
) ikable manifestations, Bat he
ol with a elever man, and »
spl might #poil the game,
fted tor Buckingham's response.

that disagresable chuckie

ighl The reply was almost languid
{ 1ane

If you're quite throvsh with this
noneense I'H bid you good-night

Not quite Ay 1the way, ¥ou wWaal
L very hecoming red oraviit,

The upper Up curled

"There are 10000 men in this town
wearing red cravats.'

“You mre stlll « stockholder in the

Coneolidated Cocoanut company,”

‘No news in that—to ma."

“Hut vou tried to keep it a secrat,”

Dig "

“Yes, aud you made the corporation
Ale the charges ngainst young Lane, It
oet e theee hours of my tUme to find
this out vedterday,”

“Tndeed!”

“Yes, indeed!"” snnpped Barnes,
danger of leslng hils temper,

in

|

OT OU'T AND THE STUBBY FINGERS CLOSED ABOUT THE NECK OF THE

CUSTOMS OFFICIAL *

The cynical smile about the other
man's mouth deepened.

“You say this—this suit case was re-
turned to you with the compliments ot
John Smith?"

“That's what I said.”

“Wall, then, it seems to me—If such

i bright person wil] eondescend to take |

a bit of advice—that what you want to
do is to get John Smith."”

“T have him.,"”

“You have!"

The astonishment that accompanied
this exclamation could not be mistaken,

“Yes," repeated Barnes, “I have,”

“Where?' And the voice was loud
and commanding.

The chief arose from hig chaipr and
Walked gulekly to the other side of the
desk. He olapped his right hand on
the other man’s shoulder,

“"Hera!” he shouted, ‘‘You are John
Smith!"

Buckingham’s hands unleosed them-
gelves and hung limply by his side. His

==

face showed no emotion. When he
;lmko it was with less energy than be-
cre.

“You seem positive.”

“Sure; you have betrayed yourself by
your sensc of humor.''

Buckingham's staure was a simulation
of innocence.

“When you declded to send the =ult
case back you made a iistake"” sald
the ehlef, “And when you put the visit-
ing card In the envelope with the hag-
gage check you #erled your own fate.
Any man of ordinary digseernment could
geo that It was a speclmen of card and
type sent out by an engraving and
printing house;  The only tralts pe-
quired to trace it were industry and In-
finite patience, and I flatter myself that
1 have both. T visited the establish-
ments of 16 printers today. Some had
type like this and some had cards Ifke
thig; but not untll I struck the six-
teenth man did I find the combination
of eard and type. He readily recog-
nized it as one of o number of samples
he had sent out during the week. He
had a lst of 10 persons to whom the
samples were malled. When I saw your
name among the number I didn’t bother
with the others.” )

“Very clever,” sald Buckingham, with
the characteristic curl of the llp. “But
there 18 nothing about It to show that
1 have this—this wonderful letter
book."

“Oh, you have the book all right,"
chuckled the chief.

“Wall," with a sudden burst of anger,
“eaven if I had you don't suppose I'd be
fool enough to keep it on the premises,
do you?"

During this wunexpected show ol
feeling, DBarnes' oager eyes had
been searching the apartment.
Finally they rested on sev-

eral rows of shelves, filled with '(‘n‘mks.
by the side of the flat top desk. A
little three step footstool, such as are
found in libraries, was on the floor
next to the shelves. As the sound of
Buckingham's voice dled out, the
chlef took a hurried stride and walk-
ed up the throe stepa of the stool.
Pefore his companion realized what
he was doing, he reaghed up to the

fifth shelf and from between two
volumes of Macaulay's essays pulled
out a thin, black, officlal looking
document.

It was Frank Lane's letter book.

“Yes,"” sald the chlef triumphantly
answering Buckingham's query, “You
were fool enough to keep it on the
premises, For a normally shrewd man
vou have committed all kinds of blun-
ders.  Why, vou evan directed me to
the hiding place of this lttle book.”

The expresajionless eyes gave no sign
of intelligenca, Barney conynued:

“You were looking at the book
when I came in the house, You might
have destroyed it and possibly ruined
this young man; but the same fatulty
which induced wyou to send back the
sult case and to enclose the visiting
card also prompted you to hold on
to this book and to gleat over tha
more poegsession of 1t When your
servant came up stalrs I followed him,
and I heard the seraping sound of the
footstool when it was moved next to
the bookcase In ordey to permit you
to conceal this valuable bit of prop-
vrty on the top shelf. The more haste
the less gpeed. I have eyes, and when
I came in the room I used ‘em, and it
didn't requlire any wonderful amount
of braine to know that a shabbily
bound book of this kind was out of
place between two arlgtocratic looking
coples of Lord Maocaulay.”

Buckingham dropped his eyes. He
was nearing the end of his rope. He
Inoked up presently srith the air of a
man about to plead for merey. But
those eloquent hands told & different
story, They twitched nervously, open-
ing and closing repeatedly. Barnes
was standing by the glde of the foot-
stnol,  Buckingham approached him
with an air of great humility. Sud-
denly the fat hands shot out and the
stubby fingers closed about the neck
of the customs official. Just when
Barnes was becoming purple in the
face the villain gave him a shove and
threw him heaq fArst over the foot-
stool where he lay all in a heap on
the floor. Buckingham grabbed his
hat and hurried down the stairway,
two steps at a time, In the haliway
he met with an unexpected obstruo-
tion. Something glistened ominoualy
in the dim light, and something oold,
touching the {ip of his nose, sent a
shiver down his gpinal column. The
ever falthful Clancy wae back of the
shining barrel, and when he apoke it
was through his closed teeth:

“If vou dara to move I'll shoot, and
if I do you'll be sorry!”

blended, roasted

tight package.
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EVEN FROM THE MOUNTAINS
Ballard's 8now Liniment |s pralsed &
the good |t does. A sure cure for Rl
muatiem and all pains, Wright W. Lovg
Grand Junetion, Colo, writes; ] us
Ballard's Snow Liniment lust winter (s
Rheumatism and can recommend 1t as th
best Liniment on the market. I thought
at the time I was taken down with ta
trouble, that it would be & week bafors |
could get about, but on applying your
Liniment paveral times during the nln{nv I
was about In 48 hours and well n thee
daye.” Sold by Z. C M Drug De
112 and 114 South Main Street.
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This Is What They Say.

Those who take Hood's Sarsaparills
for scrofula, ecagma, eruptions, catarrh,
rheumatiam or dyspepsia, say it curet
promptly and permanently, even after
all other preparations fail, You may
take this medicine with the utmost con-
fidence that it will do you good. What
{t has done for others you have every
reagon to belleve 1t will do for you.

Constipation is cured by Hood's Pills
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FULL LINE RECORD GABI{\.‘ETS.
easy payments. Columbia Phonograps
Co., 327 South Main.

Imported direct—
and packed in air-

In this coffee you get full weight and full value for your
money. You get the extra quality in the coffee, because we buy
it ourselves in the coffee growing countries,
That's why MCLaughlin's XXXX Coffee is
so much better than any other
coffee at the same price.

The handy air-tight package

and the glazing of pure sugar
)keeps this coffee clean and
fresh— protected from dust,
dirt and foul odors.
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All Good Dealers.

M¢Laughlin's XXXX Coffee is Sold by

XXXX Coffee Chums __J&




