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as a fundamental docttine of Christian-
ity, the main cornerstone of the Gouepel
of ealvation, The event is recorded by
all the inapired biograpbers of our Lord
and forms the ptarting polnt of the
prief history of the acte of the Apoe-
tlee, it was one of the Hirst announce-
ments made by themessengers of peape
to the pagan world. *““He is rises”’
was the joyful greeting of the angels
to the mourning disgiples on the first
Easter moraing. ‘*He is risen® was
repeated hy them to a wider oirele of

followers, who again took up thestrain

and brought the wonderful news to
the world, On the trutn of the faer,
the reliability of Christianity stands or
falls. “For,” as Paul puts it, *‘if Christ
fe not risen, then is our preaching 1n
vain, and your faith is also vain, Yea,
and we ate found false witnesses of

3od.”

The Jmpottance of the guesation of
the resurtection of OChrist bas not
escaped the opponents of Christianity.
They have seen that as long as this
chief of all miracles remsins, It is vain
to aseail the others, If the Founder ot
out faith really conquered dJdeath and
roge from the tomb, His divinity ie at
once established and Hie claima must
be true.. Hence their diveraified eff rie
to render the Bihlical sccounts in-
credible, all of which, however, have
gtranded agaiost the well-established
fagts,

A brie! statement of the evldenoe of
the resurrection miracle ia the best re-
futation of nli arguments against it. On
the evening of the crucifixion the
body was hastily wrapped 1o lloen and
conveyed to a tomb mnear bhy.
This tomb was po doubt eimilar
to those that can #tlll bo seen
in many places in Palestlne, a
small chamber cut in the rock, the
opening closed with s stone elab and
with a small enclosed court before it.
The chief priests, rememhering that
something bad been sald about & resur-
rectiop, persusded Piiate to take
possession of the tomb, whereupon the
stone was ceealed and the enclosure
guarded by seoldiers, In the mean-
time several of the women hurried
into the oity in order to procure the
splces necessaty for embalniing the
body betore the Sabuath, ali business
then being suspended.

The Sabbath belng over, Mary of
Magdnla and two others very early
in the morning went out to the tomb,
Oun their arrival they found the stone
had falien down and the firat raye of
the rising sun revealed fothem that
the body was not thers, Maty at ounce
returned to the city, but her com-
panions entered the englosure, wWhere
they found an angel sitting on the
gtone, The guard was also near, but
panic stricken, The angel explained
what had bappenmed and told the
women to bear the news to the
Aposties, By this time Mary had
found Peter and John and informed
them that ¢the beloved remainsg
had been taken away,ehe did not Enow
by whom, The twou started at onece
for the tomb. Peter entered the grave
chamber atd examined the surround-
ipge. He founa the linen clothes
neatly folded on the floor, & eufficient

refutation of the staterment that
the body had bheen stolen,
since a Jesecrator of the grave

would not have had time to altend to
suoh a trivial ¢ircumstance in tbe pres-

i

ence of the guard, The Idea then
dawned upon the two disciples that
Jesus bad risen, and they returned to
the city. Mary now arrived for the
second time and stood weeplng in the
court. She saw two mnngels, who in-
quired into the ocause of her sorrow,
and as she turned, Jesita was there.
As soon as she recognized Him, ehe
wag told to basten to the disciples and
inform them that He lived, Aps she
departed on the joyful errand she over-
took her two companions who had first
heen with her in the eatly morning,
and Jesue again appeared and tepeated
His mes:nge,

The soldiers, as soon as they bad
recoverted from their fright, went to
their headquarters and reported that
au eatthgquake bad occutred, rolling
the siope {tom the grave,aund that
when they recovered from the effeots
of the shock, the tomh was empty.
Being well bribed, they changed their
siatement so ae to convey the ldea that
the budy wasstoles while they slept—
an sbasurdity thatdoes little credit to
the ingenuliy of the priests. Think of
the B )man aocidiers asleep ont duty and
yet, although sleeping, cogniZaat of
ihe fact that the disciples stole the
body !

During the time these events took
place, a larze company of women
from (Ralilee and Jerusalem had as-
sembied and departed for the tomh
wiih epicer, in order to perform the
last service to their dead Master. But
wben they arrived and found the
littie chamuer empty they were much
perplexed, Theo two angels appeared
a 4 teminded them of the promise
Chbrist bad given that He ahould rise,
Tney then reiurned and toid the
astemblcd A posties uf Lhelr experieLuee.
Peter again went to the tomb and the
Liovd sppeured to him, but what passed
tielween them is pot recorded, Liater
iu the Uay He was sesn by two Jdisci-
ples on the road to Emmaus, to whom
He gave n lengtby discoursv, In the
evening Jesus appeared to the A posties
anishowed themm His pierceu hands
and wounded side, The following
Suuday he ngaln vigited the A postles,
on which ocoasion the doubts of
Thomas were teaderly set at rest.
Alterwards he appeared to the Twelve
and to & multilude of more than flve
bundred brethren, gathered in Galilee,
acoording to Bppointment. Subse-
quently he came to Peter aud six other
disciples on the shore of the Galllean
ges, when He commigsioned Peter to
feeu His flock, tully reinstating bim in
bis position 8t the bead of the
Twelve, On the foriieth day
after the resu rregtion He led
His lollowers out to Bethania
and from there Heascended the Mount
of Olivee anJ wae taken away, ‘*and a
cioud received Him out of their stgnt,’?
Liastly He was seen by Paul, the
famous persecutor of the Nazarenes,
sod that the vision was reéal, his con.
versien and subsiquent zeal in the
cause o1 Christisnity amply prove,

Buch is the evidenoe that Christ rose
from the dead, Thus numerous ate
the witnesses to this miracle, If any-
thing can be eatablished by testimony,
thia fact is beyond dispute. 1ln tbise
truth we have the guarsntee of the
divine origin of Christianity and also
ot Mormoniem, which ls nothing but
Christiauity a8 revealed in this age
and founded on the fapt that Chriat

lives. We have aleo s strong founda-
tion for our faith in s future bhappy
existence, inasmuch ar we foliow
Christ, tor as He lives, so Hlis followers
shall also live, To them death has no
sting; the grave no hortor, for the vle-
tory belongs to our Lord Jeaus Christ,
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WHO WASTED OUR VALLEY?

With the purpose of discrediting the
repotts of the Utih Ploneers and the
works done by them and the Mormon

people i the Great Basin, an old story
is periodically revlved to the eflect
that etill earlier explorers found the
valley of the Great Sali Laks a fruit-
ful, smiling garden, Now gomes a Den-
ver paper, the lalest to give puhlicity to
the story, and in a recent Issue, saye:
“The Mormons in Utah have sootten
clalmed that they tound Utah a wil-
detness and & barren waste and made
the desert to blossom as the rose that a
good many people helieve this fiorid
tale. Jobn C. Fremont, the exploret,
however, tells uifferentiy. in his
memoira he states that on firet pene-
ttating to the valiey o! the (ireat Balt
Linke in 1842 he found it covered with
luxuriant vegetailon, & regular garden
of pature in fact, ''ne whole valley
was oarpsted with the richest, deneest
grassee. 'This maegnificent vegetation
waa largely cleaned off after ibe Lat-
wer-day Bzainte had been in the country
g0me yeara and it was doue by sheep.’?

Gen. Fremont is not the only one
whose recollvctions ol gorgeous vegeta--
tion, of waving grasses reaching to the
feet of the mounted borsemen, and all
that sort of thing, bave ever und anon
been Alaunted Io the face of those who
declare they came to a Jeserl country,
patoned, arid and forbidding, and by
industty have made 11 fruitiul and
delizhtsome, As to the Danver
journal’s notion that ‘‘ihia magnifi-
vent vegetation was cleaned oft
by eheep alter the Latter-day
Saints had been in the gountry some
yenre,”” we suggest the guery wheth-
er It is nol possible toat the
clesning off process had heen Jdcne be-
fote the Latter-uay Suints came? To be
sute, there is diffiulty in discovering
the sheep 1o do it at Lhat prior period,
bul not more 50 than in accounting for
the mysterious and totul disappearance
of ‘‘the luxuriance of the ripn, dense
graeges’? helween Gen. Fremout’s vieit
1o 184% and Brigham Young’s arrival
ip 1847, We submit that our Dsnver
cotempotary, in justice to and explana-
tion of (en. Fremont’s veracity,snould
endeavor to make the comibg of the
gheep and the going of the grasses,
during the years 1842-47, somsowhere
near simultaneous.

——————————

THE GATHERING,

W riting from Brodlington, Alabama,
E. B. Dormon makes some inquiries as
to the causes for the Latter-day Bainte
gathering together, and asks advice
regarding emigtating to Utab, atating
some very zood reasons which impel
hiim to consider thatetep,

The general reply to hie inquiry why
the Baints are gathering tu America
ts that the Lord hae appoinmied that
place for the nesembling of His Saints
in the jast daye. Thuse who recelve




