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~¥tis said that shert visits make long
friends,andshort sermons perhaps make
intoresting meetings. I am sure this is.
the case sometimes. I am thankful for
the privilege of being instructed, and of
eeting with a peu}.[Te who manifest by
heir lives a desire for improvement, “I
am thankful that we have the privilege
of meeting in this tabernacle from Sab-
-bath to Babbath, Last SBabbath 1 refer-
red to the meagre congregations that
ﬁenﬂrully attend in the mworning, and to-
ay I really expected toseeevery seatin
this house occupied. T cannot thidk
that the people are sleigh riding, for
here is nosnow; neitherean I conclude
hat they are in the cafion, for the roads
cannot betraveled. I donotthink that
they are fishing at this season of the
year; neither can they all be in- attend-
ance at Sabbath. Schools. Then what
are they doing? = Are they praying,
resting, sleeping, or wasting their time
in frivolous aud unprofitable employ-
ment? e are happy to see large con-
gregations of the safnts in the after-
noons. Thisisthe only public meetin
house in which meetings are held in the
morning and afternoon on the Sabbath
day in this city, The people of Great
Salt Lake Cify, make to one point to at-
tend meeting in the morning and after-
noon ; unlike ‘the people of the large
pities of the world, I have seen them
o tomeeting in some ofthose citiez,and
cannot compare them to anything
that will describe them as they appear-
ed to me better than the inhabitants of
an ant hill, They runin all directions;
the Methodists jostle against the Bap-
tiﬂw nd the Baptists against the Pres-
byterians, and the Presbyteriansagainst
the Quakers, etc. ,

Let the people come to meeting, and
hear what is said, and if any of you are
not instructed to your satisfaction, be
8o kind as to send up a card to the
stand, intimating your desire to speak,
and we will give you an opportunity of
doing so, to display your wisdom; for
we wish to learn wisdom and get un-
derstanding.

-We are in a great school, and we
should be diligent tolearn, and continue
to store up the knowledge of heaven
and of earth, and read good books, al-
though I can not say that I would re-
commend the reading of all books, for
it is not all books which are good, Read

ood books and extract from them wis-

om and understanding as much as you
});}Embly can, aided by the Spirit.of God;

r without His Spirit we are Ieft in the
dark. I have ‘very frequently urged
upon the peop'e to liye so that they can
enjoy the Spirit of revelation, even that
intelligence which progeeds directly
from heaven—from the fountain of all
intelligence. Do this people live go?
Yes, measurably. 'We improve slowl]y:
and as brother George A. Smith has
said, we do not improve fast enongh. I
acknowledge that this people are im-
proving, and I am proudof it, When I
address the throne of grace in prayer,
I am happy to be able to thank God
that the Latter-day Saintsaré striving to
order their lives correctly before Him.
I am pleased, T am happy, I'am fall of
comfort, of joy, of peace, because of the
progress this people are making; and
yet I see how easy it is for a person to
slide backward, and get into darkness
and blindness of mind. Weare prone to
wander, and do that which our inclina-
tions bid us do; like the boys with their
sleds, we go up hill very slowly, but
rush quickly down again, e argtoo
apt to be slow to learn righteousness,
and quick to run in the ways of sin.
The adversary of our souls is constantly
watching to decoy us from the path of
truth and duty to God, until we become
reckless in our disob

| in ence to His com-
mandments and to the counsels of His
servanis.
tofo

There is one path—one line
llow to obtain and continue in the

love and light of the Lord; which is, as |

it were, a compass to direct the Saint to
the haven of safety, and it will not vary,
for its directions are sure. |

We have ma.ngedutiea to ‘garfurm. and
a great work is before us, We have Zion
tobuild up, and upon this we are all
agreed; but we difler more or less re-

specting the modus operandi; for we
wish, in the majerity of instances, to

follow the dietates o
tions. We do this too much for our
gmd. If the people will live soas to be

irected continually by the light of the
Spirit of the Lord, they never will
go much astray. In many instan-
ces our anxieties, our desires and
our wills are sgo great that we ac-
tually plead with the Lord to sallow

*1

our own inclina- |

{

wish.
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ug to bend duty a little rticl&{ for
the purpose of ageomplishing what we
e are ;aﬂed do this, and to
do-evil also, hence ‘‘man is born to
trouble as the sparks fly upward.”” We
are very prone to wander. letthe peo-
ple watch themselves lest they take a
a course that will lead them into dark-
ness, and they know not the things of
God, and be left to believe a lie instead
of the truth. What is that which turns
pe:apla away from this Church? Very
trifling affairs are generally the com-
mencement of theirdivergence from the
right path, If we follow acompass, the
needle of whieh does not point correct-
ly, a very slight deviation in the be-
ginning will legd’ us,” when we have
traveled rome d¥fetance, far to one gide
of the true point for whieh we are aim-
ing: When men take upon themselves
strength, depending upon their own
wisdom, light -and' Enowledge; saying,
“] am right, and 1 'eare not what any-
body else says;" and, “‘I will do thus
and 8o on my own responsibility’’ ask-
ing no odds of God and Hisservants; “‘If
I wish to go to'the north, south, east or
west, or follow this or that employment,
or pursue this or that course to obtain
the necessaries of life, it is my aflair,
and I ecannotisee thatany other man has
anything whatever {o de with it.’! I
gay, if we thus arrogate to ourselves

g | strength, wisdom and power,and think

that we can judge for ourselves in all
things independent of God and His ger-
vanuis, then are we liable.to be lIed astray.
Every man and woman who walks in
the light of the Lord can see and under-
stand these things for themselves; but
through our anxiety, aud over desire to
have our own way we often swerve and
turn to the right orto theleft of the true
line of our duty. How often have we
sealed blessings of health and life upon
our children and ecompanions in the
name-of Jesus Christ and by theauthor-
ity of the Holy Priesthood of the Son of
God, and yet our faith and prayers did
not suceeed ih accomplishing the desires
of our hearts. Why is this? In many
instances our anxiety is so greatthat we
do not pause to know the spirit of reve-
lation and jts operations upon the hu-
man mind, We have anxiety instead
of faith., When a man prephesies b
the power of the Holy Gbost, his words
will be fulfilled as sureas the Lord lives;
but if he has anxiety in s heart, it
swerves him from the thread of the
Holy Gospel, from the true thread of
revelation, so that he is liable to err,
and he prophesies, but it does not come
fo pass, he lays hisbhands upon thesick,
but they are not healed. It isin.conse-
quence of net being completely moulded
to the will of God. Do we not realize
that this is #0?. 'Apnd.do we not realize
that we should constantly strive to live
in the counsel and light of God day by
day, and hour by hour? If wedo this,
we shall certainly make sure to our-
selves a celestial inheritance,

We have gathered the best people
from among tbe nations of the earth
and yet we are not so good as we should
be.. Why are we not as good as we
should be?; - Because we have eternal
light and knowledge here, and no per-
san is deprived of the privilege of ask-
ing and reeceiving of God for himself,
but we do not all avail ourselves of this
great privilege. .We are not like others
who are ed by men to go*on mis-
sions to the world, we are called of God,
and carry with us true eredentials, not
the eredentials of Paul, Peter or any of
the old Apostles and servants of God
who used them a thousand years ago,
but we have the living oracles and the
Holy Priesthood restored in our day,
giving authority to men in the nine-
teenth century, as in days of old. Hav-
ing this authority and these great ad-
vantages, we should be better than any-
body else. We have believed in the
Lord Jesus Cbhrist; we have received in
our faith the fullness of the gmyel; we
have yielded obedience to God's com-

-
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thus they become nécounéahle for their Eﬂ&l‘ltiﬂﬂi:, made it unfit for the habj-

own actions. The commandments of
Godiare given to us expressly for our
benefit; and if we-live in
them, we shall live so as to understand
the mind and will of God for ourselves,
and concerning ourselves as.individu-
als. This is a subject upon which a
great deal can be =aid; but I shall net
yollow it at this time,

X exhort my brethren mntinuall;v to |

livero that they may have thelight of
the Holy Spirit in them, to know their
daty, aud when they know their duty
fully it will be to follow truly those
whom God has placed over them to lead
them as a community, as a people, as a
kingdom of God; it will be to obey the
counsel that is given them from time to
time. What does the man, who under-
stands the spirit of his religion, believe
with regard to his own affairs, with re-
gard to his life;, with rd to his busi-
ness transactions, ete.? He believes that
it is his privilege to be dictated by the
constituted authoritiés of the church of
God and the spirit of revelation in all
things in his mortal life. There isno
part of his life that he will consider ex-
empt from the guidanece and dictation
of the priesthood of the Son of God.

We wish the Latter-day Bainta to
meet at their respective houses, erected
for that purpose, on the day appointed
for a fast, and fake with thewn of
their substance to feed the poor and the
hungry among ug, and, ifit is necessary,
to. cloth the naked. We"expect to see
the sisters Lthere¥Tor they are geﬂera’ll‘y_
first and foremost in degds of charity
and kindness., Let hearts of the
poor be made glad, and lettheir prayers
dnd thanksgiving ascend anto God, and
receive an answer of rich blessings up-
on our beads.. I think I told you last
Sabbath that I would mention this sub-
ject again to-day. |

If you would be healthy, wealthy,
full of wisdem, light and knowledge do
all you can for the kingdom of God, I
expect that there are brethren who are
well to do, who ean command their
thousands, who consider that their
business crowds them this year, and

{ they do npt see how they ean give any-

thing for the gathering of the poor
Saints., I have a word of consclation
for such. You, merchants, mechanics
and farmers; yea, every one;-let me con-
sole ‘yon, and say to you, Keep your
money, and pay your debts, and buy
your teams, and your farms, and your
goods, You think I am speaking to you
Aronieally. Well; 1T acknowledge to you
that I am.. You keep all, and do not
apply one dollar for any i.rurpﬂae outs
side of your business, and 1 will prom-
ise you, im the name of the Lord, that
you will be poorer than you would
have been if you had given of your sub-
stance to the peoor. Do you consider
these hard words2 They are true words.
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof, the gold and the silver are all
His; and He throws up the precious me-
tals to view whenever He pleases, and
when He pleases hesends Hismessengers
to hide them in the bowels of the earth,
beyond the reach of man. He also
closes the eyes of wicked gold hunters
that they cannot seethem;but they walk
over them, and leave them for the right-
cous to gether in the due time of the
Lord. Now, you who think that you
must keep your means and that you
cannot epare a portion to gather the
poor another year, remember that yon
will not get rich by so doing. Youmay
ask what I am going todo? I am going
to get rich, for I calculate to give con-
sidershly more to gather the poor than
any other man; because I want to be
richer than any other man. I want
more, because 1 believe I know what to

! do with it better than most of men.

These are a few words of consolation

to the brethren who wish to keep their
riches, and with them I promise you
leanness of soul, darkness of mind, nar-

mandments, obeyed the ordinances of | row and contracted hearts, and the

His house, receiving them in our faith
and practice, and these we have receiv-

| ed through apostles and prophets, call-

|

ed of God, inourown age, as was n.
These blessings and callings the Al-
mighty has revealed in this and in all
ages for the benefitof finite beings, that
through obedience to the gospel, eternal
life in the presence of God might be
brought upon all who endure to the
end in righteousness, DBy obeying the
ordinances of God, mankind glorify
God, but if they do not obey Him, the

do not detract one particle from His
glory and power, Although all His
children should wander from the holy
commandments, God will be glorified;

' for they are left to c¢hoose for them-

selves, to choose death instead of life,
darkness insteed of light, pain instead
of ease, delight and eomfort, This lib-
erty all beings enjoy who are created
after the likeness and image of God, and

bowels of your compassion will be shut
up, and by and bye you will be over-
come with the spirit of apostacy and
forsake your God and your brethren.

I see around me a great people. Jo-
seph Smith was called of God, and sent
to lay the foundation of this ’lat.-ter-dn_.y
kin%dnm. He presided aver this peo-
ple fourteen years. Then he was mar-
tyred. BSince that time yoar humble
servant has presided over aud counseled
this people; he has directed the Twelve
Apostles, the BSeventies, the®High
Priests, and every quorum and depart-
ment of the Melchesidec and Aaronic
Priesthoods, guiding them through the
wilderness where there was no way into
a dry, bsrien land., For'the space of
twenty-four years he has watehed over
their interests, holding at bay their ene-
mies, teaching them how to live, and
redeem this country from the barren-

ness and desolation that bave, for many

ience to.|

| more

tation of man. hat man or woman
on the earth, what spirit In the spirit
world can say truthfully that I ever

| gave a wrong word of counsel, or a word

of advice that could not¥be sanctioned
by the heavens? The success which has
| attended me in my presidency 1s owing
to the blessings and merecy of the Al
migkty. Why I have referred to this
is to show you that I realize the impor.
tance of obeying the words of the TLord,
which He gives through His acknow.
ledged servants. When a revelation is
given to any people, they must walk a¢
cording to it, or suffer the penaliy,
which is the punishment of disobedi.
ence; but when the word is, “‘will you
do thus and s0?” “It i8 the mind and
will of God that you perform such and
gsuch a duty;” the consequences of diso.
bedience are not so dreadful, as they
would be if the word of the Lord were
to be written under the declaration,
““Thus saith the Lord.” ' .
Now, I say tothe people, will you
gather the poor? Tothe Elders Isay,will
’ Eu carry the gospel 'to all the world
essed are they who obey when the
Lord gives a direct commandment, but
lessed are they who obey with
out a direet commandment. For it
written : . “It is not meet that I should
command in all thimgs, for he thati
compelled in all things, the same is}
slothful and not a wise servant; where
fore he receiveth 1o reward. 'Veril_yl
say,; men should be anxiously engaged
in a good capse, and do many things o
their own free will, and bring to Pau
much righteousness, for the power isin
them, wherecin they are agents unb

themgdvéa.: - And inasmuch as men
good they shall in no wise lose their re
waxd. But he that doeth notany thing

until he is commanded, and receiv
eth a commandment with a doubtfu
heart, and kKeepeth it with slothfulness
the same is damnped.”” I say this sha
yvou may understand that I feel just®

atient, and just as kind towards the

atter-day Saints asaman’s heart can
feel, and am careful to take every pre
caution in directing their steps to th
possession of eternal life in the presenc
of God that none may be lost. My cours
is not to scold, but to persuade and en
treat the people to do their duty, hold
ing before them the reward of faithful
nesg, It requiresall the care and faith
fulness which we can eXercige in orde
to keep the faith of the Lord Jesus; fo
there are invisible agencies around u
in suflicient numbers to encourage th
slightest disposition they may discove
in us to forsake the true way, and far
into a flame the slightest spark of dis
content and unbelief, Théspirits of the
ancient Gadiantohs are around us, Yo
may see battle field after battle field
scatteredoverthis American continent,
where the wicked have slain the wick
eéd. Their spirits are watching us con
| tinually for an opportunity to influens
us to do evil, or to make us decline It
tbhe performance of our duties. Andl
will defy any man on earth to be mon
gentlemanly and bland in his mannen
than the master epirit of all evil. W
eall him the devil; a gentleman %
smooth and so oily, ti:lat. he can almos
deceive the very eleet, - We have beer
baptized by men having the authority
of the Holy Priesthood of the Sonol
God, and consequently we have powel
over him which the reat of the world do
not possess, and all who possess th
power of the Priesthood have the pow
er and right to rebuke thoseevil spir
its. When we rebuke those evil pow
ers, and they obey not, it i8 because w
| da.not live so as to have the power witb

God, which it is our privilege to haye
I If we do not live for this privilege and
|

J
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|

right we are under condemnation.

I know that the bishops in this
Church are improving, and are betier
men, and they should lead and dictate
their wards still better than they de.
It may be asked, sbhould not brothe
Brigham lead the Vgecq:n}ef better? No
doubt he sheould. ill' you hearken to
one little m%in ? I can say follow mt
as I follow Christ, and every one of w
is sure to go into the celestial kingdon

of our God, God being ourhbelper. Car
all the bishops say m%f'l’ think not is
every case. But are théy improving
They are, and'thﬂ;:l_p'ﬁqt'all, they wil
continue to Wrﬂna they will be
come wige Jeaders of the people. The)
should be fathers to their wards. The
are looked upon a3 such by the peopl
and their example has its effeet for bel
ter or for worse, and they should I
.-fo%ust in every good word and work
to be ‘successful in leading the peopk
into the celestial kingdom of God,
Here is a great peovle, and we hat
called upon them. to_contribute of the:
substance to gather the poor saints fron
abroad another year. It is now near
three months since we commenced U




