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eulseuisit 18 ahertshor t visits makomake longiong
short sermons perhaps make
meetingsnieMeeetingtinge I1 am sure this is

the case sometimes I1 am thankful for
of being instructed and of

meeting1 with a people who manifest byftheilkeff ll11livesilvesves a desire for improvement I1
am thankful that we have the brivilprivilegeege

in this tabernacle from sab

I1bathath to16 sabBabsabbathloath last sabbath I1 refer-
reded to the meagre congregations that

eP attend in thetho morningand to-
ay Jrealyaljy expected to eeesea every seat in

occupied 1I cannot chirik
thiatillthalL thethet people are sleigh ridinriding for
therbarqelseisIs 400 snow neither can I1 concludeconTconcludelude
thatvat fheibeth yaroeyare in the canioncannoncancaron fai the roads
carififootflOt be traveled I1 do not think that
they are fishing at this seasonreason of thetile
yeavyearr neither can they all bobe in attend
anceanoe at sabbath schools then whwhatut
arearel they doing t are they praying
resting sleeping or wasting thelitheir time
in ir 1 olous and unprofitable employ
ak
sterilentiteddleerilE

elaetiouswowe ardarc happy to see large con-
gregationsgregatr lonsions of thetho saints in th after-
noons this is the only public meetingmeet ng
house in which meetings are heldhold in the
morning and afternoon on the sabbath
day in this city the people of great
salt lake citcityy make to oneond point to at-
tend meeting in thath morninmorning and after-
noonin unlike thothe people oyor the large
citiesionlepofof the mohd I1 havohave seen them
go to meeting in some of those citiesand

compare them to anything
ththatrt willlil describe them asas they appear
eaedibb memo better than the inhabitants of
an ananftanttt hill they run in all directions
the methodists jostle against the bap

ar abidd the baptists against the pres
and the presbyteriansrians against

the quakers etc
kletthe people come to meeting and

hear what is said and if any of you are
nothot instructedd to your satisfaction be
ba kind as to send up a card to the
stand intimating your desire to speak
and wone will give you an opportunity of
doing so to display your wisdom for
dewishiiq wish to learn wisdom and getgedunun
derstanding
twotwewe are in a great school and we
should be diligent to learn andlind continue
fostore6A

store up the knowledgemiledge of heaven
aniland of earthearthy and read good books al-
though I1 can not say that I1 would re-
commend the reading of ailall bookshooks for
it is nothot all books which are good beadreaf

books and extract from them wis9omand understanding as much as yousouau
isible can aided by the jaspir f od

for without irita e aroalq leftIPA in thetholi0
dkiik I1 have veveryry frequently urged
upon theilie peoplepeo fe to aliye so that they can
enjoy the spiritfc of revelation even that
intelligence which proceeds directly
ft heaven from the fountain of allail
intelligencee do people live sollfollt
yatygeya measurablymoastira bly wowe improve slowly
anaand as brother GeorgeGdorge A smith has
saideesaidbaid we donotdo not improve nitlitfastfit enotenoienoughili I1acknowledge watOat ilits people are im
provingand I1 am proplo tidotiao itt when I1
address theth throneethOne of grace in prayer
iamrimlam happy to be able foto thank god
that the latter day saints are striving to
orderorden their lives correctly eforobefore himI1 ainaln I1 am happy I1 atilaillam full of
comfort bof joy of peace becausebecause of the
progress this people are making and
yet iseeF see how easy it is for a person to
slideelide backward and mtget into darkness
and blindness of mind Wearwe areepropronenetoto
wmanderanderwander and do that which our inclina-
tions bidusbidasbid us do like the boys with their
sledssieds we go up hill very sio vly but
rurushh quickly down again we adaooaptanarttoto be slow to learn rIghteousrighteousnessfiess
andaud quick to run in the ways of sinain
thjhb adversary of our souls is constantly
watching to decoy us from the path of
truthwith and duty to godclod until we becbeebecomeome
rerecklesse

iin our didisobedience to his1119 com
ants and to the counsels of hisservitservantszits therethere is one path one line

tojtoi follow to obtain andund continue in the
10loveiovee ahand ightlight of the lord which is as
it wereere a compass to direct the saint to
the11 haven of safety and it will not vary
for its directions are sure

we have many duties to perform and
a great work is before us we have zion
to build up and upon this wowe are all
agreed but vewe dindiuarmore or less re-
spectingspecting the modus operandioperand for we

the majority of instances to
follow the dictates of our ownrowil inclina-
tionseions0 we do this too much for our
good if the people will livolive sonsso as to ba

directederected continually by the light of the
spirit of the lordloid they navernever will
go much astray in many instan-
ces our anxieties our desires and
our wills are so great that wowe ac-
tually plead with thothe lord to allow

swesky y s
MS to bendbentI1 dutyauti a little partlarticlA f 0
thetthoh0 purposeur 0S 1a of accomplishing
wiswish weVe are pleased lo10 dobdohdoidorthisthisyilslis anji totd
do evil also nincehence 1 mantis1 s born totid
trouble as the sparks fly upward weWO
are very prone to wander let the peo-
ple watch themselves lest they take a
a course that will lead them into dark-
ness and they know not the things of
god twebeand be left to alieailoa lielle instead
of the truth what iaii that which turnsturna
people awayaway from this church very
trifling affairs are generally the com-
mencementmen cement of from thotile
right path if we follow a compass the
needleneedie of which doesobes not point correct-
ly a very blightslight devdavdeviationlation in the be-
ginning will leittllettl us when we have
traveled someome distance far to
of thethis true point for which wowe aronie aim-
ing

itm
when ceifmen take upon themselveses

stranstrengthtil depending upon their own
wa m light and knowledge saying
1I am right and I1 care hot whatwhat any-
body else says and 1I will do thusthas
and so on my own responsibility ask-
ingI1ngloono oddsdds of god and his servants if
I1 wlwishsh togoto go to the north south eastenstcastoror
west or01 follow thistills or that employment
or pursue this or that course to obtain
the necessaries of life it is my affairain
and I1 cannocannoteetsee that any other man has
anything whatever to do with it at1 I1
sadafsayeay if wovo thusthug arrogate to ouieouisourselves
strength wisdom apaand power anandd think
that we can judge for ouourselves in allail11

things independent of god andadd hisais ser-
vants then liable to be led astray
every man andlind woman who walks in
the light of the lord eancan saesee and under-
stand these things for themselves but
through our anxiety and over desire to
have our own way we often swerve and
turn to the right or to the left of thetho true
line of ourours duty how often have we
sealed blessings of health and lilifeilfefe upon
our children andnd companions I1inn thehe
nameon jesus christ and by the author-
ity of the holy priesthood of the boneon of
god and yet our faith and prayers did
not succeed inift accomplishing the desires
of our hearts why is this in many
instances our anxiety is so great that we
do not pause to know the spirit of reve-
lation and isUs operations upon the hu
man mind we have anxiety instead
of faith when ad man prophesies by
the power of the holy ghost his wordwords8
will be fulfilled as sure as the lord liveslivo
butiabut if he has anxiety inhi hisbis heart it
swerves him fromfroin the thread of the
holy gospel from the true thread of
revelation so that he is liable to err
and he prophesies but it does not comecomo
to pass he laslays his landshands
but they ariiartiare not healed it is inin cnconse-
quence of not beingtn completely moumonI1ite i

foto the will of god0
gd do wevii not realize

that this is ioso adado we not realrenirealize
that we should constantly strive to ilvolive
in14 the counsel and light of god day by
daydagandand hour by hour if wowe do thisthib
we shallbhail certainly make sure thourto ouroar
selves a celestial inheritance

we haehave gathered tilthe best people
from among the nationsnakigns of the earth
and yet we are not so good asas we should
be why are we not aass good as we
should be because wewo have eternal
light and knowledge herebere and no per
bonbanstasia is deprived of the privilege of ask-
ing and receiving of god for himself
but we do nohnot allali avail ourselves of this
great privilege we agrenotare not like otheothersrp
who arealre called by men to goon mis-
sions to the world we aiealeare called ofgod
and carry with us true credentials not
the credentials of paul peter or any of
the old apostles and servants of god
who used them a thousand years ciffoago
but we have the living oracles and theteg
holy priesthood restored in our day
giving authority to men in the nine-
teenth century as in days of old hav-
ing this authority and these areatgreat ad-
vantages wo should be better than any-
body else we have believed in the
lord jesus christ we have received in
our faith the fullness of the gospel we
have yielded obedience to gods comcorn
mandments obeyed the ordinances of
his house receiving them in our faith
and practice andanti these we have receiv-
ed through apostles and prophets call-
ed of god in our own age as was aaron
thesethose blessings and callings thetho al-
mightymighty has reverevealedaledaleI in this and in all
ages for the benefitof finite beings that
through obedience to the gospel eternal
life in thetile pregpresenceence of god might be
brought upon all who endure to the
end in righteousness by obeying the
ordinances of god mankind florlglorifyfy
god but if they do not obey him thethey
do not detract one particle from his
glory and power although all his
children should wander from the holy
commandments god willwill be glorified
for they are left to choose for them-
selves tctv choose death instead of life
darkness of light pain instead
of ease delight and comfort this lib
erty all beings enjoy who oroore created
after the likeness andund image of god and

thus they become e fornor tilertheir
own dactions teeg commandmentgodare giveniven tto0 uuss expressly for our
benefitbenefi tanda ififfeiveeinelneine obediencein obed lencelenee to
them weive shall live so as to understand
the mind and will of god for ourselves
and concerning ourselves
als this is a subject upon which a
great deal can be said but I1 shall not
allow it at this time

I1 exhort laysay brethren continually to
that they may have the Ilightht of

the holy spirit intern to know their
duty and when they know their duty
fully itirwillwill be to follow truly those
whom goddod has placed over them to lead
them aas a community as a people as a
kingdom of god it will be to obey the
counsel that is given them froia time to
time what does the man who under-
stands the spirit of his religion believe
with regard to hfhiss own affairs with re-
gard to his libeilifeilfe with regard to hibhishia busi-
ness transactions etc he believes that
it is lihisIs privilege lo10 be dictated byb the
constituted authorities of the church of
god and the spirit of revelation in all
things in hlahia mortal life there is no
partpait of hisbis life that he will consider1 ex-
empt from the guidance and dictation
of the priesthood of the son of god

we wish thetho latierlatter day saintssainta to
meet at theirthelt respective houses erected
for that purpose on the day appointed
for a hasttast and takefake with theirthein of
their to feed the poor and the
hungry among uau and irit is necessary
to cclothoth the naked we expect to see
the sisters theretharethereoffonforor they aroare generally
firtfirst and foremostoret in deeds ofbf charity
ahilabiland kindnesskendriesq let t hearts ofbf the
poor be andje their prayers
koorgoorandfththanksgivinga ascend unto godgoundand
receive ann answer af rich blessinblessingsggs up-
on our beadsheads I1 thinsthink iboldI1 told you lastuit
sabbath that I1 wouldifould nienniedmentiontion this sub-
ject again todayto day

if you would be healthhealthyy wealthy
fullfall of wisdom light and knowledgeknowledgeidooldodo
all1411 youcanyousou canoan for the kingdom of god I1
expect that there are brethren who are
wellweil to do who calieailcan command their
thousandsands who conconsidersider that their
business crowds them thisibis year and
they do not seebee how they eailcanean give any-
thing forfon the gathering of thethil poor
saints I1 have a word of consolconsolationatloll1011

for such you merchants mechanics
and farmersfarmer yea every one let me con-
sole you and eaysay to you keep your
money and pay your debts and buy
your teams and your farms and your
goods you think I1 am speaking to you
ironiironicallyevilly well I1 acknowledgege to you
that I1 am you keep all and do not
apply one dollar for any purpose out
side of your business and I1 will prom-
ise you in of thothe lord that
you will be than you would
have been if you had alvengiven of your sub-
stance to thedoorthe poor do0 you ciconsider
these hardbard words they are true words
the earth is the lorala and the fullness
thereof the gold and the silver are all
his and heile throws up the precious me-
tals to view whenever he pleasesand
iheniben he pleases resends hism
to hide them in the bowels of thehe earth
beyond the reach of man he also
closes the eyeselyes of wicked gold hunters
that they cannot seeee them but they wakivakvak
over themthelandthemandand leave them for the right-
eous to I1Sgetherther in the due time of the
lord who think that you
must keep your means and that you
cannot spare a portion toratherto gather the
poor another year remember thathat yyouou
wiwill11 not get rich by so doing yyou0u mmayay
ask what I1 am going to do I1 amUM going
to get rich for I1 calculate to give con-
siderablyslsider blyably more to gather the poor than
any other mamannn because I1 want to be
richer than any other man I1 want
more because I1 believe I1 know what to
do with it better than boatmost of men

these are a few words of consolation
to the brethren who wish to keep their
riches and with them I1 promise you
leanness of soul darkness ofmind nar-
row

mar-
row and contracted hearts and the
bobowels of your compassion will be shut
up and by and bye you will be over-
come with the spirit of apostasyapostacy and
forsakeborsake your god and your brethbrethrenren

I1 see around me a great people jo-
seph smith was called of god and sent
to lay the foundation of this lattlatteriattererdayer day
kingdom he presidepresideddoverdovenover this peo-
ple fourteen years then hebe was marwar
byred since that time conr humble
servant has presided over and counseled
this people he has directed the twelve
apostles the seventies
priests and every quorum and depart
mentjentof0 the Melchesmeiches idec and
Priesthoods guigulguidingdirig them through the
wilderness where there was no way into
adry barken land forthe space of
twenty fournour years he has watched overi
their interests liliollioidiug atsit bay their eene-
mies

ne
teaching themtin m bow to live and

redeem thitthle country from the barren-
ness and desolation that have for many

0t f t f
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generategenegenerationsrationt indmade it unfit for tbthele habi-
tation of marimaui whatabatwb attmanatamanTmiin or omanwoman
vuop the earth wientwhat spiritinln the spirit
world can bayliay truthtruthfullyfully that I1 ever
gave a wrong word of counsel craword
of advice that could sanctioned
hybythethe heavensbeavens the success which haahas
attended me in my presidency Is owing
to the blessings and mercy of the al-
mighty why I1 have referred to this
is to show you that I1 realize the impor-
tance of obeying the words of the lord
which he gigivesves thirthroughough his acknow-
ledged servants when a ierevelation laIs

given to any people theyahby must walk a-
ccording to it or suffer the penalty
which is the punishment of disobedi
ence but when the wordwoidvoldisisls will soiyoi 1

dp thus and so it is the mind and
will of god that you perform such and
such a duty the consequences of diso-
bediencebedience are not so dreadful as they
would be if the word of the lord were
to bo written under the declaration
thus saitheaith the lord
now I1 say toabeto the people will you

gather the poor to the elders isaV will
you carnycarry the gospel to all the worldblessedblessed are they who obey when the
lord gives a direct commandment but
more blessed arare they widwio obey with-
out a direct commandmentcommand mentmeat for it bh
written jtit is not meet that I1 should
command in all things for behe thatthatisis
compelled in alljill angs the sameiss
slothful audand not a wise ervant where-
fore hebe recelreceivevethth no reward verily I1
say men should be anxiously engaged
lain a good causecanse andammil dsdd manydaby things ol01

their own free will and bring to paspaa
nuch righteousness for the power isfsidsinin
them wherein they are agents unto
themthemselveselves and as men do

good ib ey shall fuiti nowise losoime their re-
ward bubut hohe bualuathat any thing
until he is tocommandedan AA andA
eth a commandmentliiiii aZ doubtdoubtfulfW

healtheart and Keepe thit with slothfulnessslothful nessney
the same iais darndamnedped 7 I1 saygay this thiathid
lourouyouVOU may understand that I1 feel just as

patienttient and just afkind towardstoward a the

latterbatteratter wayday saintssaints asastla mans heartbeart can
feel and am careful to take every pr-
ecaution jna directing their steps to thithe

possession of eternal life in the presence
of god that none may be lost my course
is not to sscoldcold but to persipersuadelade and e-
ntreat the people to do theirtheli duty hold-
ing before them the reward of faithful-
ness it requires all the care and faith-
fulness which we can exerexercisecigecise in order
to keep the faith of the lord jesus foifor

there are invisible agencies around us0
in sufficient numbers to encourage tbtte
slightest disposition they may discodiscovervel

in us to forsake the true way and hadfat
into a flame the slightest sparksparkspare of didu
content and unbelief ofte
ancient are around uslus yoiyot
may see battle field after battle field
scatteredaverover this Amerlamericanbanhan continent
where the wicked have slainmain tha wick-
ed their spirits are watwatchingebingehing us codcoc
tinnally for an opportunity to influence
us to do evil or to inakemake us decline ia

the performance of our duties andlaudi
will defy any man on earth to be more

gentlemanly and blandbladd ifaift hibhia manners
than the master spirit of all evil ve
call him the devil a gentleman eoso

smooth and so oily thatthat heder can almost
deceive the very elect we havebare beehbeen

baptized by menmea having the authority
of the holy priesthood of the sonol
god andI1 consequently we have poweipowerpowpon elit

over himWini whichw thetho rest of the world do

not poepoespoetesssess and all whwho0 possess the
POWpowerer of the priesthood batebayeboeghheelapovtwdand right to rebuke tthoseh s6 evilavil1 spir
its when we rebuke those evilevit pow-
ers and they obey not it is16 because we

I1

do-not live so as to have the power wittwill
god which it Is ourvur privilege to havlehave

if we do not live for this privilege and

right we are under condemnation
I1 know that the bishops in this

church are improving and are better
men and they should leadlevid and dietoletdictateA

their wards still better than they do

it may be asked should not brobrotherther
brigham lead the people better ko
doubt hebe should will you heabeahearkenheartenaken to

one little saying I1 eancan me
as I1 follow christ and everyeveny one of wup
is sure to go into the celestial kingdom
of our god god being our helper cahcan i

all the bishops say this JJ think not init
everyvery case but rireare thorthey improving

they are and that iais not all they willwo I1

continue to amimpprove and they will be 1

1

come wleewise leaders of the people thel
should be fathers to their wards thithel
are looked upon as such by the opiepeopleople

and their example bashas itits4 effect for be-
lter or for worse auaand they should be

foremost tnin overyevery good wordd aandsudnd worvorvorawort j

tofo be inn leading the leopld
into the celestial kingdom of god banibavi

here is a preatgreat people and we hafl
ealerlcalledled upon theatothem0 contribute of thelthen
substance to gather thethip poor saints aroff

abroad another year it is nowrow uealdeal I1

three months bincesince wowe omor i cheediced 4i


