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lease andd the appointment of elder W
T bacrjack the elders have written and
extracts have been made from their
letters as follows

eldereder john M knight secretary of the
mission after concluding his friendly
expressions to his departing president
says it gives me great pleasure to re-
port to you the flattering success the
elders are havingbavin in the mission since
our winter conferences in old arkan-
sas near the place where the rocks
came flying thick and fast only three
months ago april lath was the scene
of great rerejoicingsrejojoicinicingsgs six honest souls were
added to the foldfold of christ all of them
olof that noble parleyfarley family elders niel-
son neson and peterson performing
the ceremony while some of the
brats of a few weeks ago looked on
with awe and admiration and said noth-
ingin all the conferences are in
the best of condition and have all re-
ported some baptisms in fact there
have been more baptisms already this
7year than there were during the whole otof
111896 reports show a steady increaseI1nerease in
number of meetings held while our
book and tract account yarfar surpasses
that of 2896 everything iis15 in promis-
ing shape to make 1897 the crowning
year olof the indian territory missionminion

elder john A eardley president of
Oklahomathe conference writes Ssinceince
our meeting together in conference at
T C flat I1 can truly say I1 havehava en-
joyed the spirit otof my mission I1 ar-
rived at manard september 1895 1I
found things different to what I1 expect-
ed to find in missionary life things
went on this way until I1 was called to go
to chickasaw there to tike charge otof
that part of the mission I1 had thirilthings8
a little my own way and I1 struck out in
new country we made many good
friends and I1 enjoyed my mission bet-
terteri but not like I1 should have done
because I1 was tempted to carry a little
money with me we have endeavored
to carry out instructions to the very let-
ter and I1 can testify that the lord has
blessed us with friends on all bands
elder gallacher and I1 have had to ask
only twice for entertainment since last
conference the elders reports show
up threeroe times better than they did be-
forerandand now we are beginning to reap
some of the fruits otof our labors elders
holmes and raleigh baptized a family
last week elderseders robinson and
reamskearns baptized a baptist preacher also
lasthist week and we are going to baptize a
person today and about nine or ten next
sunday besides the spirit of investi-
gation has taken hold of a great many
and we look forward to a rich harvest in
the near future so you see what can
be done where th 5 elders will do their
duty elders dalleydailey and miner met
with us at doffs and a good spirit they
brought with them we learned many
valuable lessons from them love and
peace exists among the elders dear
brother inasmuch as you have been
taken away from aspus I1 feel to say god
bless you may your efforts to do good
be crowned with success may your
joys be as deep as the ocean and your
sorrows as light as its foam

elder frank L copening president
of the arkansas conference writes
today elder atkinson and myself are
on our way to visit the elders in their
various counties and at the time otof
wilting we are sitting on a log by the
tokroadsideiside torfor you know the roads have
a charm for the servants of god I1

am more than a thousand times thank
ful to my heavenly father that I1 was
counted worthy to represent and preach
the gospel plan inin its purity every
young man in zion should be ready and
willing to go out into the world to her-
ald the gospel and have deity as an
instructor I1 can assure you that money
could not purchase the rich blessings
that I1 already have received from our
father and I1 hope I1 can prove true to
the end and discharge the duties I1 am
called to perform from time to time by
the priespriesthood dear brother I1 assure
you elder atkinson and myself will do
all in our power to make the duties of
your successor pleasant and successful
and that we will always be found ready
and willing to obey any instruction we
have been treated finely in this county
never going hungry or inin need of
friends we have held over fifty meet-
ings in the county since our arrival in it
have only been refused four opportuni-
ties to preach and the indications are
for a big harvest of honest souls we
have many invitations to come back and
preach again there is some opposition
to us which comes principally from the
preachers who urge the people not to
go out to hear us or give us entertain-
ment some quite lengthy articles ap-
pear in the county papers and once in
a while our friends write pieces of praise
for us telling the people to go out and
hear the gospel preached in its purity
by us so we have good crowds as a
general rule one sunday at ii a m
one hundred and fifty were present to
hear us we have good order whenever
we preach the young people are gen-
erally our friends and come out to hear
us on all occasions for one month
now elder atkinson and I1 have been
fasting three days out of each week and
I1 can assure you that we havel never felt
better and know that by doing this we
will receivei rich blesssings from heaven
I1 am more than converted that through
fasting and prayer by the elders and
saints god will pour out further bless-
ings upon us

elder james L nielson writes from
powhatan arkansas just a few lines
to inform you that the arkansaw trav-
elers are still in the field and that their
ranks are not broken from the re-
ports we find all are well and getting
along nicely the last week has been
the best week I1 ever spent I1 have
gained some valuable experience and it
has been clearly demonstrated to me
that traveling without purse or scrip isis
the way if we desire the spirit of the
lord to be with us so we can have in-
fluence after fasting on sunday we
were led to a kind friend and an in-
vestigationvestigation we had a good supper
and held a meeting and were urge i1 to
remain another oaycay and hold another
meeting next night we stayed at a
hotel at which I1 had paid fifty cents for
a bidbed when I1 carried money now with-
out we had supper bed and breakfast
gratis we had fifty cents given us and
we called on a shoemaker to havehave my
companion elder wilsonsWilsons shoes mend
ed on finding out who we were and
our method of travel he gave elder
wilson his own shoes sayingsaving he could
make the old ones do him he also
asked us j if we needed any clean
shirts or handkerchiefs etc but we
thanked him kindly and went on our
way since then we stayed at a 2 a
day hotel and were invited to return
whenhen we came in those parts again I1

am now thoroughly converted that
traveling without money is the way tofo
preach the gospel and that the fruits
of fasting and prayer will such
treatment as we have received the last
week

elder neilson isia now laboring in the
kansas conference

elder john H peterson piggott ar-
kansas writes expressing his kind feel-
ings toward lethe retiringing president and
says your instructions while with us
here at our conference and the circulars
you have written from time to time have
come to me with the force of inspiration
not until noxnow have I1 really appreciated
thehe virtue there is in fasting coupled

with earnest prayer although I1 have
never tailedfailed to observe the regular fast
day ever since I1 first began attending
the B Y college I1 have realized many
blessings from this faithful observance
but it hadbad not dawned upon my mind
that that was not sacrifice enough and
that the life of a missionary a witness
for the lord jesus must be one otof self
denial humility and ever increasing faith
and devotion to the cause of truth it
seems that since conference the influ-
ence otof the evil one has been here
stronglygly and I1 have been able to do but
little but even this has taught me a
few useful lessons I1 have fasted and
prayed more earnestly than ever and
now I1 am strong and well my faith is
greatly strengthened and my hearts de-
sire is stronger than ever to do a good
work during my mission I1 have faithfaith
that by carrying out bour latest instruc-
tions relating to fasting and prayer the
way will be opened up for me that I1 rimay
have opportunities on every hand for
preaching the gospel whichdeverg has been
my longing desire ever since our confer
ence

SOUTH ALABAMA conference
CAMDEN may lath 1897

the annual meeting of the south
alabama conference convened near
Larlamisonnison wilcox county alabama at
io10 a m saturday may ath 1897 public
meetings were held at io10 a m and 2 p
m saturday and sunday and priest-
hood meetings monday and tuesday

at io10 a m saturday elder daniel H
thomas president of the south ala-
bama conference called the
ion to order welcomed the people and

explained the object of the meeting
the speakers were elders charles H

AlleyJoseph S porter and james P
they dwelt upon the subject of faith

at the afternoon session the follow-
ing elders address the meeting irvinirving
L pratt samuel R brownbrowni W B bar-
nett and D H thomas the theme
was repentance

at the sunday morning session elder
G A reid was first speaker on the
subject of faith as a principle of power
in god and man he was followed by
elders W H redd and S A alleionlenonAlAll enoD
bbaptisma cism importance of and the proper
ssubjectsuaj acts

afternoon sessionsession was occupied by
elder william E jenkins in an address
upon thealie holy ghost and by elder
D H thomas in general instructions

all of monday and tuesday were dode-
voted to priesthood meetings in which
the elders reported their labors since
our last annual conference which weawas
held may and 1996 instruc-
tions were given as to the manner otof

I1 labor for the coming year


