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THE PURE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.

The following sermon by Elder
Charles W, Penrose was delivered at
e quarterly conference of the Balt
mk: Srake of Zion in the Tabernacle
::E‘1|\~inj Heptember 18:

ELDER € W, PENROSE,

the General Authorities of

) | CAl)

”:I‘».:n ul and those of the Salt Lake
‘h'k, of Zion for the votes of the
guess - weombled, They were all unan-
fiainta o He wus then asked

oty sustained.
""Qlf'.j\'\k 1 the conference and sald:
ta’hl o requested to address the congre-
Ml‘r‘\ﬂ thia afternoon, and having been
K salled wpon I trust I shull have your
m"”u” 4% 1 have had It during the
lm;:m:u'iw;. of these names, and that
]r:hn'l be wided and assisted by the
gplrit  of the Lord In saying those
r?lnus which will be appropriate and
‘( peneflt to thig great congregation.
¢ " for the Informatien of our

By
ml,.‘,‘.iiil who may be visiing with us,
that 1t 1s not customary with us to pre-
re serimony 1o preach to the public.
.l;:“, Bllers are supposed to be anlways
ady, when called upon, to give a
s 1L falth that 18 in them:

peagon for the

and It & our belief that when a servant

of God s called to perform ahy dut.y
in the Church, for which he I8 author-
iged, he wlli be alded and assisted by
{he 8pirit of the Lord to perform that
duty, it he I8 In @ right condition of
mind and 1« endeavoring to fulfill the
duties of hlg office,

[ trast that this afternoon I may be
gble to preach to you the Gospel as
restored to the earth from heaven In
theae laxt days, and which hasg been
preached to the people in the world, ns
opportunity has offered, for the last 60
yeurs, We have no new thing under
the sun to present to the people. It is
the old Gorpel, preached by Jesus Christ
gnd Hig Apostles when they were upon
the earth in the flesh, The question
iy be asked, Is there anything differ-
ent i it to that  which P.ll‘ls been
yreached ever since their day? In some
respects, yes. There are very great
diferences between the Church In |ts
orgnlzation today and the churches
of the world, although this Church (the
authorities of which have been pre-
wited this afternoon) elalms to be the
old Church restored, We have in this
Charch the sne order of authority, the
ame powsr in the Priesthood, the
same doctrines, the same ordinances,
the gime gifts and blessings and the
same spirit and power that characler-
fjeed the Church  which  our Sawvlor
Jesus Christ established In person, and
which was carried on by His Apostles
after Hig denth and resurrection. We
find by reading the seriptures, which
ontadn wn wecount of the Church es-
wbilghed by them in olden times, that
there are many very great differences
between the churches of modern Chris-
tendorn and that Church which  the
1ord established, .

Now, in saying that, T wish it to bhe
distinetly understood that the Latter-
day Raints do not wish to hinder any
man of any organization on the earth,
whether It be civil or eccleslastical,
from dolng good among the inhabitants
of the earth, We recognize the cath
wherever (t I8 found, “whether on
Chrigtlan - or  on  heathen  ground,”
among religlous people or among people
who do not profess religion. Wherever
the truth ix, that we recelve, and that
we admire; and whenever men or wo-
men endeavor to Inculeate the truth,
we xay “God speed” to them in thelr
libors,  And even if they are in error,
we do not desplse their efforts, when
they are sincere and are endeavoring
to promulgate that which they verily
belleve to be true. At the same time w
recognize  the great distinetion. ' bes
tween truth and error, Truth and er-
rot will not harmenize. They will not
unite. You ecannot make them one,
Fruth |5 one, indivisible, eternal, tm-
mitable, imchangeable; and when peo-
pie are dn error, they must be in op-
position to the truth, That I8 a very
plan, simple proposition which every-
body cun understand and, I believe,
Will admit.  So. Wwhen a person who
profesges (o be @ gervant of the Lord
desur Christ, to be appointed to be o
pracher, promulgntes that which (s
POl true, the fuct that he claims to be
A preacher will not sunctify any error
:m he presents, “That which 18 untrue
o’{"::?"d Lo be overcome some time or
’nTlhri..‘[ (l."li‘lll;.t‘;”-‘x A great many errors

lan world, as well as in
What we call the heathen world, must
'I"“'I‘I"ll“nl Lo every person who re-
:!*;‘;: l"""ml-w these different organiaa-
g lat exist in Christendom clash
df};v‘\ll]] the other, and they preach
" :":'_:'\‘l f;;fi,',fl:,',';:",,m‘,:” w;y all t"lalm
tomicthe one | g and principles
v ,u' »fmk~|hu Bible, It iy
s .“rm, BN they misunderstand the old
JIRIres, ana therefore they do not
akee in regard to them, and the Peo-

foan the world are principally being
n UENt by the precepts of men. Men
.4',':"',“' 4o not occupy the position
in I‘ h taken by the servants of God
Y’r“ "“"i tmes, whose words weshave in
reud o CAlled the Bible,  Whather we
¢ [1 the Ol Testament or the -New

fent, we find that the men who

\

poke as they were moved

“‘: l;‘h' ¥ the Holy Ghost gave the word
S I ) i not thelr own mnotions,
e ” : fdeas In regard to religlon
i Uy of man to hig Maker, but
vy, ‘f, ich Lod Almighty had revealed,
b ‘.1' they had huv('n appointed and
s lo deliver tg the Inhabitants
g th l‘hc-w I & great distines

hveen the preaching and admin.-

::fh.l..'tilm and writings of the servants
Ir‘m‘ i of "lvhn‘lhnﬂl. and the teach-
Moy dern Christendom among the
This oifoté and denominations.
e i .‘ :'III\HPII we have hm»“ present -
of the (o tongregation the authorities
feratny LUTCh of Jesus Christ of Lat-
patd 4V Eaintg, and everybody who has
Moteq o itention to this must haye
RADLz differenice between thig or-
denormin. 1A that of other. Ghristian
i Hheations - existing in  thig cen-
head o oy nstance, we have at the
have 1. 8 organization men who
Al 'fm\l!ul and ordalned to be
Plest 1ot the Lord Jesus Christ—a
olf b A .,[""' y of three and a Coun-
EQNR Iy . Those of you who are
mugt g WIth the New Testament
Chrlst noted  that when Jesus
{o g ad anything  very important
worty 1y 10 broclalm, apart from the
John .o Belected Peter, James and
=n|‘i<».) ‘ "»»m with them In private,
tons L Tem and gave them instrue-
Keys ot bestowed - upon - them the
Kingdnn - Apostieship  and  of the
and Job: 1t was Peter, and James,
the ottt ¥ B0 went up with Christ Into
el ﬂli'”-“ when Moges and Eljas
And Jame (N0 them, ‘It wan Peter
Chrig pc® and John  whom Jesus
riv \,_-,' ored on many occasions with
Hnine | ‘hings and instructions cone
o o Church,  They were so
the 0 that Paul, after he came. Into
bt ChoIn writing to the, saints,

o cknowledge that they seemed

Chris LArs 10 the Church,  But
pent 1 ed Twelve Apostles, and Ne
+u t l.“ylv’ I out to prmoh. 80 we read in
grve 1 Chapter of Matthew, and He
ek ol charge that when they
brase - they wepe to take nelther
hin : ROld, nor silver, nor purse,
. for thelr Journey, nor even
P ok, for “the lahorer," sald He,
Wan "”b W '-f“hls hire  Well, . what
went o U7 Why, o whevever they
Inte ere e people recelved them
Sodged liouses, and fed them, and
B ‘hewi, there they should stay
Ahere Y 8hould let thelr peace abide
vk ’-hnl Was the hire they  haml.
the o, 1OF bired by the yeax, or by
Bl onth, op by the tl'rm. with so
ut pmoney for o mwch: preaching;

} ”
ey went as  Christ gent them,

fhout purse and scrip,  As He told
Kive." reely ye have recolved; freely

They were to go and

preach

the Gospel, to heal the sick, to com-
fort those who mourned, and to pro-
clalm the glad tidings that the King-
dom of heaven was at hand. They
went out ag they were called, Christ
had ordained them, as we read in the
gospel according to 8t. John.  Jesus
sald, “Ye have not chogen me, but I
have chosen you, and orvdalned you,
that ye should go and bring forth
frult,” Aguin, He sald when He
breathed on them: “Recelve ye the
Holy Ghost," ag my Father hath sent
me, even so send 1 you. Who-
goever sing ye remit, they ave remitted
unto them: and whosoever ging ye re-
tal, they are retalned.” —John xx, 21—
2, These Apostles went out in the
gplrit and power and authority of that
misslon; and after Jesus Christ had
suffered upon the cross, His body had
been buried in the tomb and had been
valsed again, He appeared (o them and
spoke (o them again. A you may
veud In the last chapter of Mark and
the last chapter of Matthew, He gave
them « commisglon to go into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every
creature,

“(Jo ye Into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature,

“He that belleveth and l& baptized
shall be saved. but he that belleveth
not shall be damned,

“And these signs shall follow them
that believe: In my name shall they
cagt out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues;

“I'hey shall take up serpents; and If
they drink any deadly thing, it ghall not
hurt them; they shall luy hands on the
slek, and they ghall recover,"~Mark 16:
16-18,

The Apostleg went out as they were
instructed and preached the Gospel ev.
erywhere, and God confirmed the word
“with signs following.” That Is, the
slgns followed those who belleved the
Apostles, “These nlgns shall follow
them that believe." As recorded in
Matthew, Jesus sald to them:

“Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, buplmns them in the name of
the Fathér, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost:

“Peaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you,''—
Matthew 28; 18, 20,

This was His command to the Apos-
tles, and they went out and preached
as they weer ingtructed, The first great
(Gospel germon by these Apostles was
preached on the day that is called the
day of Pentecost. They had before
that gone into Judea and the reglons
round about bearing the testimony that
Chriat told them to bear, and minister-
ing In the way that they had been ap-
pointed to minister: but Christ had en-
Juined them after Hls resurrection not
to preach to the world until they were
endowed with power from on high. 8aid
He: "Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power from on
high."—~Luke 24: 49, Also: “And that
repentance and remission of ging should
be preached In His name among all na-
tiong, beginning at Jerusalem."—Luke
24: 47. In the second chapter of the
Acte of thq Aposties we have an ac-
count of the opening of this great mis-
slon glven to the Apostles, We read
that the people had gathered to Jerusa.
lem from different parts, to worship,
nccording to the custom of the Jews.
This chapter names the different na-
tiong that were represented there, These
people, thus gathered together in Jeru.
salem, heard of a grat manifestation on
the part of the followers of Jesus, a
few of whom were gathered there algo,
and they came to hear what there was
about it. It appears that when Peter
and the rest of the Aposties and a num-
bher of the Baints had assembled, the
Spirlt of Gog vested upon them in
great power, It came with the sound
“as of a rushing mighty wind,” and
they began to speak with other tonguoes,
ag the Bpirit gave them utterance; and
the multitude heard, every man in his
own fongue, the wonderful things of
God, Peter, who wag the chief of the
Apostles, arose and bore hig testimony
concerning the coming of the Messlah,
Hig being slaln upon the cross by the
Jews, His resurrection from the dead,
and the blessing that would come to

all who would repent and obey the
Gospel, Now, these people  belonged
to that nation that had crueified the

Messiah, and we read:

“Now when they heard thig, they
were pricked in their heart, and sald
unto Peter and to the rest of the Apos-
tilm’z. Men and brethren, what shall we
do?

“Then Peter sald unto them, Repent
and be baptized, every one of you In
the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
slon of sins, and ye shall recci o the

gift of the Haoly Ghost, (That gift
that Peter and his brethren had
poured out upon them in such great

power that day,)

“For the promisge is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are
afar off, even ag many as the Lord our
God shall eall,"—Acts 2:87-80,

We read that 3,000 went forward and
were baptized that day. So the Church
wag built up. Now, mark this®artiou-
larly in referénce to the Gospel as
preached by Peter: Peter did not of-
fer any of hls own opinlong and ideas
about religion or philogophy; but he de-
llvered the message he was appointed
and ordained to deliver, He was an
Apostle of Jesug Chrlst, and he had to
teach the people that which Christ gave
to him. He told them that |f
they would revent of thelr sins
and be baptized for the remission of
sins they should receive the Holy Ghost,
and that this promise was to every-
body, That is the Gospel to all the
world.  He taught them the principle
of falth In Jesus Christ by testifying
conecerning His life and death and res-
urrection, and that He was the Mes-
slah. But they were not only to belleve
In Christ; they were also to repent of
thelr eins, turn from them, and be
baptized—what for? “Ag an outward
and visible sign of an tnward and spir-
ftual grace?” There is nothing of the
Kkind said here. What was It for? For
the remission of sins. Very plaln,
very simplel Why, that 12 what John
the Baptist taught, ns you will find by
reading the 4th verse of the 1st chap-
ter of Mark, “Johns baptized (n the
wilderness, and preached the baptlsm
of repentance for the remission of sins;
and the people came from all the re-
gloug round about and were baptized
In the river Jordah, confessing their

sing."  Jesus himself was baptized by
John, The latter part of the 2rd chap-
ter of Matthew tells vou the whole
story. Jesus came and wanted Johh to

baptize Him. John, knowing He was
the Lamb of God, ordalned trom before
the foundation of the world to bear the
slus of the world, sald, "1 have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
met" Jesus replied, “Suffer {t to be o
now; for thus It becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness” De not forget that,
my friends, Jerus, the Christ, the
Savior of the world, the spotless Lamb
of God, the sinless Redeemer. the Son
of the Almighty, could not fultil all
righteousness without being baptized
by one having puthorlty from God to
baptize!

“And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up stralghtway out of the water:
and lo, the heavens were opened unto
Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descending llke a dove, and lighting
upon Him:

"And lo, a volce from heaven, say-
Ing, This Is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.”—~ Matthew 3§;
16, 17,

That s the way Jesug wnas haptized
in the Jordan. He came up out of the
water, after His baptism, and recelved
the Holy Ghost,. and - the plaudit of
Hig Eternal IMather, 'to the effect that
He had done right and set a pattern
that all should follow,

This was the baptism that Hig Apoa«

Ill"n preached,  Read the 8th chapter
{ of the Acts of the Apostles, and vou
will find there that Philip bupllxeil "
great many people In SBamaria.  Then
two of the Apostles came down from
Jevusalem to Semaria, that the people
might receive the Holy Ghost. How
did they receive It? We are told that
after they received baptism ut  the
hands of Phillp they walted until the
Apostles came, who when they were
come down lald thelr hands upon them,
and they received the Holy Ghost, In
that sume chapter we read how baptigm
\\l':;:a |u-lrfnrnu~«|. A certaln man  was
riding in a ehariot, and Phit
him the Gospel, PUID teignt

"And as they went on their way, they
came unto u certain witer: ul'ld Hﬁ!
eunuch rald, 8ee, here (s water; what
doth hinder me to be baplzed?

“And Phillp =ald, If thou helievest
with all thine heart, thou mayest, And
he answered and said, | helleve that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

“"And he commanded the charlot to
Stand still: and they went down both
L't‘xlr:: t:e \vu‘;m". both  Phillp and the

1ch, and he baptize YAl

S leuE aptized him."-—Acts,

\
8o we shall find, If we search through
all the New Testament—which we
have not time to do this arternoon -
that when the Apostleg baptized thew
!mmlznd by Immergion. Paul calls ‘l
‘being burled by baptism” They were
h‘ul'lml. In the water in the lkeness of
Christ's burlal: they were ralsed up
from the water in the lkeness of His
resurrection.  And baptlsm was for
the remisslon of sins, As the watey
passed over their bodies In the Hauid
Bliive, 80 the regenerating power of
God passed over them spiritually, and
thelr sins were remitted, through the
:gtrnw-nmnl of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.  Then the Apostles lald thelr
hands upon them, and the Holy Ghost
came upon them,

Now, the effect of this Holy Ghost
was to make them one, They were all
'h‘up!lzml by one spirit Into one hody.
Fhey were blessed with the gifts and
’u‘uw--ru that  Christ  had promised.
They spoke with new tongues; (hey
prophesied; the sick were healed: the
heavens were  opened 1o them; the
power of God rested down upon them
and whether they were Jew or (h\mllr'.
bond or free, they all drank in of 'ht:
one spirlt and became one in Christ
Jesuw,

This {8 the Kind of church that s
bulit up then Now, In md»?r lu”m';‘n;::
the matter as clear and as shorgs ng
posgible (for I do not want to detain
you too long), I will read you g few
verses from the fourth r'htlfnlu' of the
Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Ephe-
slans, stating in advance that Paul
when called Saul, was one of the l\ﬁr-'
secutors of the Salnts, became convert-
ed to the truth by the appearance of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and in glving an
account of It (hich you may read in
the twenty-second chapter of Acts) he
stated that this light came from heayv-
en and struck him to the earth, and
he heard the volee of the Lore speaking
to him. Heing stricken blind, he was
taken Into Damagcus, and after awhlle
A man named Ananias—-not the man
who was slruck dead for Iying, but a
servant of Jesus Christ—came to him
and sald:

“Hrother 8aul, recelve thy sight. Anl
the same hour 1 looked up on him.

“And he said, the God or our fathers
hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest
know His will, and gee that Just One
and shouldest hear the volee of His
mouth,

“"For thou shalt be His witness unto
all men of what thou hast geen ana
heard,

"And now why tarrlest thou? Arise
and be baptized, and wash away th\"
sins, calling on tie name of the Lord."™

Actg xx; 138-16.

Sanl was baptized, and way after-
wards called and ordalned to be a ser.
vant of God, to preach the Gospel, nga
we read in the fourteenth chapter of
Acts, He dld nog call hims=elf; he was
called by those that Christ had ap-
pointed, and was ordained by the laying
on of hands and sent out with Barna-
bas to preach the Gospel. Paul, in
writlng to the Ephesians, has this to
pay:

“There i1s on body, and one Spipi,
even ag ye are called in one hopa of
your calling;

One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

One God and Father of all, who |s
above all, and through all, and in you
all."=@phesians §5; 4-9,

That is the Kind of body that was or-
ganlzed by the Apostles in every place,
whether in Kphesus, or any other part
of Greece, or in Palestine, or in any
country where they went. They anly
had one Gospel. They had one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one Spirit, one
body; they were jJoined together by the
power of God, because they all had em.
braced the same truth, There was no
errvor in it, and there was no need for
division; for it is only when truth comes
againgl error and error against truth
that there 18 & clash, Truth {8 never
discordant with itselr,

I wish to read a fow more verses from
this same chapter, It speaks about the
resurrection of Christ and His ascend.
ing above ail things, and the Apostie
BOCE Ot to say.!

“He that desconded 1 the samne also
that ascended up tar above all heav-
ens, that He might il all thtings,

And He gave some, apostles; and
pome, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers:

For the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministrey, for the edify.
Ing of the body of Christ:

T we all come In the unity of the
falth, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
nwa;‘uur» of the stature of the fulness of
Christ:

That ye henceforth be no more ehli-
dren, tosged (0o and fro, and carMed
about with every wind of doctrine, by
the slelght of men, and cunning craftl.
ness, whereby they lie In walt to de.
ceive;

But speaking the truth in love, may
grow  up inte him in all things, which
{8 the head, even Christ:

From whom the whole body fitly
Joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplleth, according
to the effectual working in the meas-
ure of every part, maketh increase of
the body unto the edifying of itselt n
love,"=Ephesians {v; 10-18,

That is the kind of church that Jesus
Christ and Hig Apostles bullt up. Some
wople have an idea that Christ pever
ind any Church. That I8 because they
do nog read carefully, Christ set up
His Church and named 1t, and spoke of
toas A& Church: and the Aposties es-
tablished churches (n every place; bhus
thesa churches were all one Church,
one body, Just as we read fn the (welfth
chapter of the FPirst Epistlie to the Cor-
Inthlans, 1 wiil read just a verse oy
two, It would take too long to vead
the whole chapter, but you can read it
at home:

“For as the hody Is one, and hath
many members, and all the memberg of
that one body, being many, kre one
body: so also is Christ,

For by one Spirlt are we all baptized
into one hody, whether we be Jews or
Gentlles, whether we be bond or free
and have been all made to drink Into
one Spirit."" 1 Corinthians xil; 12, 13,

This whole chapter goes to show
what the organization of the Church
was, and what were the blessings ene
joyed in that Chureh, T will read the
last verse or two In the chapter;

“Now ye are the body of Christ,
members in pacticular,

and

“And God  hath  get  some in the
church, first  apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that

miracles, then gifts of huimn. helps,

governments, diversities of tongues,

“Arve all apostles? nre all prophets?
are all teachers? are all workers of
miracies?

“Have all the gifts of healing? do all
gpealk with tongues? do all interpret?

“Hut covet earneatly the best gifts
and yet show I unto you a more ex-
cellent way,"=I Corinthlans 12, 27.51.

Now, my friends, | want you to un-
derstand digtinetly that the Chureh
whieh God estublished through Chiist
und His Aposties wus one body, no
matter how many branches or how
many members thers were It was
perfectly und compactly joined togeth-
er.  lach member of the Church wus
i member of the body, and the Apostivs
and other authorittes weie placed In
the Church, as 1L bave read to you, b
the work of the minlstry, for the pe
fecting of the salnts, tor the edirying
of the body of Christ, until they should
come, mot only o the unity ot the talth,
bul to the KNOWLEDGI of the Son
of God; that they might not be tossed
o and fro and cirvied about  with
every wind of doctrine, but that they
might all be united together, buptized
by one Spirit mto one body, und en-
Joying the gifts ot tongues, Interpre-
tatlons, prophecy, healing, ete,

Just take u glance at toat kKind of a
church, with apostivs und prophets und
ingpired teachers, with these gifts and
blesgings and powers, wWith tne Holy
Ghost present and given to the mems
bers, everyone who was baptized re-
celving the Holy Ghost thyrough the
luying on of hands, manifesting these
gifts of the Spirit, and having the uni-
ty of the talth; no confusion ov contens
tion In vegurd to doctrine, understand.
ing It alike, and these insplred men
teaching and guiding und leading thein
to the unlty of the falth and the
knowledge of the Bon of God, Ch,
what « difference between that Kind
of church and modern Christendom in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries!
1 do not want to sny anything against
any denomination, That is not what 1
am preaching for. It iy to proclaim the
truth, and (t will come In contact with
error powerfully enough to make that
manifest, We do not want to do any
Injury to or hinder anybody from pro-
claiming anything that is true., Any-
thing that is good anything that leads
to good, to virtue, to honor, to integri-
ty, to uprightnesgs, to the benefit of
mahkind and the amelloration of the
condition of the children of men, we
recognize as coming from God: but that
which I8 ervor, that which Is Imposture,
that which & pretentious, that which
pretends to be of God and is only of

man,~that, of course, we come in con-
tact with, not purposely, but because
the truth comes In contact with ers
ror,

Thir i8 the kind of church that Christ
established. It lasted upon the earth
for some time in that condition, But
alter awhile, as predicted by the Apos-
tles, it became vorrupted, You «¢an
read In the Epistle of Peter, in the
Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonlang,
and In other Epistles, that the thne
would come when the people  would
not endure sound doctrine, but, as one
Apogtle says, “after their own lusts
ghall they heap to themselves teach
ers, having itehing ears, and they shall

turn their ears away from the truth
and  be turmed unto fables,” II
Tim. iv, -8 The Apostle Peter
declared that through covetousness
men  would arvige and make mer-
chandise of them, and  the Apos.
tles all  foresaw that the time

would come when darkness would in-
tervene gnd overspread the earth, and
when the power and Spivit of the Al-
mighty in the Church would be with-
drawn, In the fNret few chapters of
Revelation—the viglon that John had
on the Isle of Patmos-~the condition
of the churches 8 portraved, There
were only seven of them that  were
worthy of a word from the Lord, and
He declared 1%t Iif they would not re
pent He woula come and smite them
with the sword of His mouth. John,
in thig viglon, was commanded to write
to these geven churches and give them
the word of the Lord, and pleture be.
fore them the wickedness and corrup-
tion that had come in among them.
John also saw a woman, sitting upon
i scarlet coloved beast, full of names
of blagphemy: and the woman was ar-
rayed in purple and scarlet, and decked
with gold and preclous stones and
pearlg, having a golden cup in her hand
full of abominations and flthiness; and
he beheld that she made “all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” Now, that this was
something to take place after John's
day vou can learn by reading the 4th
chapter, firgt verse, which says: “After
this I looked, and, behold, a door was
opened In heaven: and the first voice
which I heard was as it were of a trum-
pet talking with me: which said, Come
up hither, and I will show thee things
which must be hereafter,” And in the
langt chapter of the bhook we are told
"“that no man shall add to the words of
the PROPHECY of this book."

This was a predictiog that wase given
to John, part in lteral language and
part in figurative form., but these
things were explalned as he went on,
He saw this woman, clothed as I have
shown you, and sitting upon a scarlet
coolred beast; and he saw that she had
fpower to make all nations on the earth
drunken out of that golden cup., Pre-
vioug to thta you will read that John
saw the Church of Christ-the pure
Church—figured ns & woman, clothed
with the sun, the moon under her feet,
and a crown to 12 stars upon her head:
and he beheld that she brought forth a
man child, and the ehild was caught up
unto God and to His throne, while the
woman fled into the wllderness, he-
cause of the power of the evil one that
was after her In the form of a dragon,
The pure Church taken away, the false
church came Iin and  overspread the
earth and gross darkness the people”

But in the midst of thia darknesys
there have been a great many good men
and women, who have striven to eerve
God and to do His will, and the Lord
has been with them, There have arisen
reformers algo from time to time, who
have seen errors existing in the world

and have tried to drive them out and
bring In the truth. But  where has
there been an  Apostle of the Lord
Jesus Chrigt?  Where has there bheen
a Prophet of the Most High Qod?
Where has been the power of the

Holy Ghost by which the prophets
wrote and =poke? Where the baptism
by immerslon by one having authority,
for the remission of #ins? Whers the
ontpouring of the Holy Grost in the
gifts and blessings and slgns which
Chirlst promised to them that believed?

Have not these things gone from the
earth? Certainly Ask the preachers
about them, and they say, "Oh! they

are done away. They were all right in
the time of Christ and His Apostles;
but now they are no langer needed
hacause we are living In an age of
Gospel blaze." Indeed! Indeed? And
vet they are divided and contending
about doctrine-——cannot gee ave to sye
not baptized Into one body-<gplit up
into different factions, all Jarring one
against the other, throughout the whole
of Christendom!

My friends, “Mormonism.” as It s
called, (8 simply a restoration of the
old Church, In these last days--in the
10th century—our Heavenly Father and
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ cons
desgcended to apear to a boy named
Jogeph Smith when he was a lttle over
14 years of age, after his enrnest prayer
that he might find out what was true.
He prayed that God would show him
which was trus of all the sects that
were then holding revival  meetings,
ana contending one with unother, and
confusing him In hi® mind, and other
people too, He prayed earnestly that
God would reveal to him which was
true, and the Father and the Son ap«
peared to hlm and told him te go after
none of them; that thelr professors
taught for doetrines the commandments
of men, and that they drew near to
God with thelr mouths and honored
Him with their lips, while their hearts
were far from Him. When Joseph

told of this manifestation, although but

A boy he was hounded and persecuted
bu the professors of religion on every
hand, They snla it was of the devil,
ete,  But after awhile the Lord re-
vealed to hime the fulness of the ever-
lasting Gospel. and It come In the way
spoken of In the book of Revelation.
In the 6th and Tth verses of the 14th
chapter of that hook yvou will read
this:

“And 1 saw another angel fly (n the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gespel to preach unto them that dwell
on the earth, and to every nation, and
Kindred, and tongue, and people,

"Baying with s loud voiee, Fear God,
and glve glory to Him; tor the hour of
Hig judgment s come: and worship
Him that made heaven, and ecarth, and
the sen, and the fountaing of waters.'

John saw that In the vision which
wis to “come to pass hereafter. Wa
bear testimony to the whole world that
that angel came to the Prophet Jogeph
Smith and revealed to him the overlagt -
ing Gospel.  That Gospel 18 contained
in the Book of Mormon, the plates of
which were engraved by prophets
among the ancient Inhabltants of this
continent, to whom Jesus Christ min-
Istered after His resurrection In Paless

tine, They received the Gospel then,
and what they had hus been  handed
down to ud,  The plates wera hidden

in the ground, and were revealed to Jo-
seph Bmith, who hod the power of God
given to him to translate them Into the
Finglish language. The Dook of Mo

mon corresponds in its doctrines and
principles with whut I have been tell-

Ing vou this afternoon from the New
Testament, It corroborates what i in
the Rible It bones witness that Jegus
I8 the Christ, the SBon of the Eternal
Cod, and that e |8 the Savior of the
world. By comparing the two books,

we tinid that they eame from the same
Spirit and are one In prineiple, Now,
hy the power of God and the authority
given to the Prophet Jogeph Smith this
Church was estabiished, Peaple cnll
it the “Mormon" Church, because we
belleve In the Book of Mormon, They
might just as well call It Bmith's or
Peter's, or James', or John's, Mormon
fs the name of the man who complled
the Book of Mormon, and was n prophet

of God on thils continent, But it
doeg not mnattoer Whit's In 0 name?
This Church g the Church Jesus

Chrigt; and it §5 the Church of Latter.
day Saints beeause we live in the Iat-
ter days, and the gaints of old fived in
the former days The right name for
members of Cheist's Chuarch, as you may
read in the New Testmment, s Saints,
“Beloved of God, called to bhe snints.”
Romang 1, 7 “To them that are sancs
tified In Christ Jesus, called  to be
gaints 1 Corinthiana 1, 2. Not all are
gaintg that are enlled #aints; but they
ought to be That, however, (s the
proper. nami for members  of the
Church,

The Gospel has been revealed from
heaven, and with it also the authority
af the Apostleship that 1 have been
talking about thig afternoon. We have
sustained certain men ag Aposties. How
did they come to be Apostles? 1 will
tell you in a few words You may not
belleve {t; but & good many of us know
it, and It is a great satisfaction, Noth-
ing can give a person more satisfaction
than to know that God lves, that He
is approuchable, that He reveals Him

gelf for thelr benefit, that they can
draw near to Him, that they can ask
and recelve, that they can seek and

find, that they cangnock and have the
door opened unto them, and receive His
word and the testimony and power of
Hig Spirit,  We testify that John the
Baptigt, who baptized our Lord and
Ravior Josus Chrigt, and who was be-
headed by the power of wickedness In
King Herod, has in these lust days
come and ordained the Praphet Joseph
Smith to the authdty ‘thit' he held on
the earth in the flesh, Many people
think that when they die that Is the end
of them: but mogt people belleve dif-
ferently, 1 am glad to gay They be-
lleve that when their bodies go into
the ground the real being, which was
in the body and g separated from it
al death. goes somewhere where the
Lord shall appoint until the future shall
develop, 1 have not time to enter into
this today, though it I8 a very interest-

ing subject, about which we Kknow
some things, But John the Baptist,
when hig head was presented on a
charger, was not there himsgelf, That

wag part of hig dead body. John lived,
and always will lvi AN
here n these lagt days as a ministering
spirit, and ordained Joseph Smith and
hig fellow servant Ollver Cowdery to
the authority which he held, and which
belongs to the Priesthood of Aaron,
That gave power and authority to hap-
tize for the remisslon of ging, but not to
lay on hands for the glift of the Holy
Ghost, just as 1 quoted to you from the
Actg of the Apostles in the case of Phil-
ip and the Apostles,  Afterw ards, Pe-
ter, and James, and John—the thres
Apostles who held the presidency and
the keys of the Priesthood in their thne
came and ordained Joseph fmith and
Oliver Cowdery to the authority of the

Apostleship Thus they were made
Apastles of Jesus Christ, and glven full
authority to go forward and build up

the Church and Kingdom of God In the
last days and prepare the way for tha
gecond coming of the Son of Man,
How elge could the authority e ye-
gtored? Not o vestige ot il remalned
on the earth. No Apostle, no Prophet,
no communication with the heavens, all
the Christians repudiating the ldea of
new revelation: what chance was there
far any ordination, except in the way 1
have gpoken of? And thase men enms
and brought thetr authority, and they
ordained the Prophet Joseph Smith and
who then went

Oliver Cowdery to it i
forward and bullt up the Church of
Christ as they were commuanded-—not

teaching thelr own notlons and Ideas,
hut preaching the Gospel of  Jesus
Chrigt and organizing the Church after
the ancient pattern, with Aposties and
Prophets, vangellsts, Pastors  and
Teachers, Bishops and Deacons, and
oll the rest of the authorities that were
in the old Church.
Some of you may
very well it gounds
but how do you know
done? What evidence
there is trath in 1t?" This congrega-
tion 18 part of the evidence, And peos
ple dwelllng throughout these moun
taln valleys, from north to south, and
cast 1o west, are some othery witnesses
of its teuth,  They heard thig Gospel
in the lands that gave them birth, The)
believed 1t, beecause it was scriptural,
they had been taught to beliey
in the Bible. They went forward and
were baptized by men professing to
hold thig authority, who baptized then
for the remissgion of sing, and laid thel
handg upon them, and the Hely Ghost
came upon them and bor Itness of the

“that is all
plausible;
this has been
have you that

gay,
pretty

truth, The signs followed the bellevers
the alek were healed, the lame mad
to walk, the tongue of the domb to
gpeak, the ears of the deal were un-
slopped, and the powey of God wna
made manifest through and with the
administration of thess men In every
land and clime where they went with
this Gospel, The people who received

this Gosgpel recelved the witness of {is
truth from on high, They did not hawv
to depend upon Joseph Smith, or any
other man; they were brought into com
munfon with the Lord themselves; and
God made manifest to them individual

ly, In divers ways and manners, all
Ly the power of the Holy Ghost, that
this 1# His Church, =et up In the last

days In fultillment of the things writ

ten In the old Scoriptures And here
they are in this land, from all na-
tiong, and they have the same testl
mony and witness., They were baptized
by one spirit into ene body, no mat
ter what nationality or church they
belonged to before, or If they did not

belong to any church, They have one
Lorvd, one falth, one baptisgm, and one
hope of thelr calling, They are knitted
and jolned together in the spirit of this
Clogpel, to build up the kingdom of
God In the latter days and prepare the
way for the second coming of the Son of
Man,

This Church--the authorities of which

have been presented this afternoon
has been orgenized, not by the wirdom
of man, but by the wigdom of God
Jaseph Smith wag scouted as an lgnom
amus, a miserable untutored, unlettered
youth. So with a number of the men
who first assigted 1o build up this king
dom. But they were endowed with the
power of God from on high, and the
frutts of that power were made manl
font,

I ey you my tegtimony, ag one who
recelved this Gospel in hig youth, In
hig noative land, that this s the Gospel

|
of Chrigt, God has witnessed It to me, |
I have geenn the qsigns following the bee |
Hevers, I have gone ouwt to preach |
this Gospel, and wherever {t has been |
preached and the people have recelved |

It the same signg and gifts and bless
Ings have followed, God has backed
up the testimony of His servants by the
power of the Holy Ghost ag He did in
former times, for He 18 the same yes
terday, today and forever. His truth
does not change,

How
world?
Iln contact

the Christian
It comes right
have,

does thig affect
may be asked,
with the errors they

It 18 not 1o be expected that men whose
Incomes depend upon teaching what
they belleve to be true will rvellsh it
very much, None of these men whose

nameg have heen pregsented this after
noon Are re rulnrieso, When we
gustain an officer we slmply sustain him

ovimng

Ly oupr confidence and prayers {n his
ofMice and ealling, that he may be ahln
to discharge his duties properly, They

are not pakd for thiy, We have no hived
Men are ealled upon from tme
to time to go out without purse and
sevip and without pay, and preach In
the nome of the Lord, and they depend
upon Him for thelr sustenance and
upon the lght that God glives to them
to bear thelr testimony., And this great
organization, which has attrocted the
admiration of the world, has been sct
up on the earth through an “unlet-
tered, ignorant vouth,” who was in-
spired of God and Jed hy His 8Splrit to
bulld It up after the pattern that God
guve to him. I tell you, my friends,
God 18 with this people. As sure as wi
nre in this Tabernaele, thig Church
which has been established upon tw
old pattern on sure foundations, will ve.
main, and there i® no power that can

clorey

prevail against |t They may put
our Prophets and Aposties to death
as they have in many instances, they
may drive our people from stale 1o

state, from plllar to pokt, but they can
not ebliternte the truth, God has sent
it from heaven to remain hore and to
accompligh the work of the great dis.
pensation of the fulness of times in
the latter dave, And it will remain and
abide, In the strength and power of
God we expect to go forw ard and bear
tegtimony to all the world, and we in-
vite all people to recelve the truth., 1
can tell you, my friends, that it is
more preclious than the gold of Ophir,
more valuable than the Jewels that ean
be culled from any part of the globe.

Thix thing called “"Mormonlsm™ I8 the
great eternal truth of heaven

Some may  sayv, "Why, T thought
Mormonism meant polygamy.” Notat

who dont know anything
about it generally think that, There
fs a great outery being ralged by our
minigterial friends that we are teaching
polygamy. HBut we are not, They are
the ones that are teaching it.  Why,
how {8 that? 'They are publishing the
Bible in various languages and send-
ing it out by the shipload to the hea-
then, Read the Blble if yvou want to

all, People

know anyvthing about polygamy! We
are not marrying plural wives, That
practice ceased some years ago. The

100k of Mormon does not teach polyg-
amy. ‘Well, where did we get it from?
We got It from the Lord through the
Prophet Joseph Smith: and when the
Lord said, "Enough,"” It go far
as marryving wives I8 concerned. But
men who married wives in times past
are in duty bound, hefore God and man,
to take care of them, And that s what
they are doing: and If people don't like

ceased,

that—well, they will have to do the
other thing. We are not bidding defi
ance to the world about that, though

By the revelation of the Lord this sys-
tem was establighed: by the word of
the Lord to His servant who stood at
the head of the Church the thing was
gtopped because the man who stands
at the head of the Church s the only
man who has the keys of that author-
fty, The Idea that these people in Utah
are all marrying wives {8 a foolish Idea,
which you can senge by reading the
cengus, that tells us there are over six
thousand more men than women in
Utah

“Mormonism' {8 the pure Gospel of
Jesus Christ, It i= the truth of heaven,

and every prineiple contained in our
creed may be found in the Bible, We
beljeve in the Bible. We believe that
holy men of old wrote as they were
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, We he-
lleve that Abraham was a good and

glortous man, and we belleve that Jesus
Chrigt gpoke the truth when He said
“Muany shall ecome from the east and
west, and ghall sit down with Abraham,

and Isane, and Jacob, In the Kingdom
of heaven, But the children of the
kingdom ghall be cast out” 1 am
afrald gome of our Kkind Christian
friends will not go In there at all, for
fear that Abraham may have hls wives
with him. 1 do not think the will

wunt to go In through the gates of the
New Jerusalem, that we read about in
tevelntlon, which Johu saw  coming
down from God out of heaven, clothed
with beauty and glory, with gates of
pearl and wallg of preclous stones, and
streets of gold There were t(welve
gates, and on the head of each gale
wag the name of one of the twelve sons

of Jacoh, Now, Jacob had four wives,
and they brought forth these sons to
him: and I am afrald our friendsz won't

wo through those gates hecause of these
names, Well, that may be taiken as a
Hittle plensantry, We have no guareel

with our friends In regard to this
matter, “Mormonlsm" Is slhimply the
doetrine of Mormon., That is where
the word comes from. Mormon was
prophet who Hved on this  continent
hundreds of years ago—ona of the peos
ple who preceded that dark and be-
nighted race that  we now  call the
American Indiang, The #tory {8 told
fn that book of how they came to be In
thig condition, The history of this
continent s given therein, and Mormon
is the name of the man who abridged
the writings of the prophets hera and
made them Inte one hook ™h el
ug "Mormonsg” becnuse we belleve In
& testimony Well, read it What s
i1 The same Gospel that T ha heon
remding to you from the New Testas
ment

1 tell you before the Lord, my friends,
that the Latter-day Saints rre o psople
who have come to thege mountaln val
levs 1o serve (od | keep Hiz cotn-
mandments, T recelved the truth
in the lands that gave them birth. They
recelved o testimony from God that it
was true, md so they turned theh
bhacks on thelr friends and on the
graves of thelr ancestors, and th

crossod the

Ughty deep, and then over
these wi n

! ] many of u= did
years ago, with ox teams, taking us
week after week to make the journey
1 was 11 weeks from the Missour! river
to thig city when I came. They ean
here, T aay, to serve (God and keep
Hig comandments-that s all; and we
are united together, brothers and
ters, Of course, we have our differences

ins. as

88

We are only human beings, Hke othel
people,  We have our faults and fall.
fngs, but we are trylng to overcome
them, If you had been In our confeor.

this morning you would have
heard some of the purest teachings that
ever came from the lips of mortals,
gpoken In order to get our peaple to live
upright, honorable and pure Hves, That
is what our religlon 8. We recelve the
truth, and recognige it wherever It |s
We weleome good men and good women
into our midst, We have no quarre! with
them, we do not want them to have any
quarrel with us,. We sre made of the
game flesh and blood as they ave, We
have all sprung from the same stack
originally, God Is our Father, and we

-

ure brothery and sisteys, God spred (o
ull people who are trying to enlighten
their fellows! We say to all people,
vhother ‘they are religlonists or other-
wige, If you have any truth for mans
kind, proclatm It and we will help you,
for we love the truth, and expect to be

imnctified by It A8 Jesus prayed for

His Aposties, "O Father, sanctifty them
by the truth; Thy word 18 truth.” The
word of Cod fustrue always, and will
Hive and ablde forever.
I hedr testimony ta you, my friends,
thiz afternoon that ‘T know this work
i2 the work of God. God has set It up,
God 12 with it.  God 18 Ingpiciug His
\postles and Prophets who are at the
| hend and His gervants who are laboring

nder thelr direction. We are ready
| to go any time, without purse ot serip,
without pay orf reward, to publish tha
truth anvwhere In the earth, for we
love our brothers and sisters, whether
they woe g we do ornot,. We know

the kingdom of God 15 set up, and we
know it will grow and increase untl
the kingdome of this world will become
the kingdom of our God and Hig Chlat,
and He whosge right 1t is' to relgn will
nd tnke possession of His King-
dom and relgn from pole to pole and
from shorve to shore. May God enable
ug o andersgtand the trath, to Hva tn
the Hght thereof, and serve Him in all

coOme

thing®, that we may be one with Hin
in Hig kingdom, I ask In the name of
Jorus Chrigt, Amen.
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