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COLONEL INGERSOLL in the cur-
rent number of the north american
aveta is profuse in eulogies of
count tolstoi the count says the
colonel is a christian a real be-

liever in the old and new testa-
ments an honest follower of the
peasant in palestine and further

he is not only a christian buthas
the courage of hisbis convictions and
goes without hesitation to the
logical conclusion he opposes the
doctors of divinity because they
darken and deform the teachings of

the master he denounces the
doctors of medmedicinelei i te because he de-
pends on providence and the prom-
ises of jesus christ

there is however a peculiarity
about the colonels admiration of the
russian count it is not meant to
be complimentary it is aclyaly intro-
ducedr for the purpose of furnishing
an excuse for one of the periodically
occurring assaults upon the
savior for which the colonel has
earned lamentable notoriety

count tolstoi appears to have
been led astray on one of the vital
questions of our time the proper
mutual relation of the sexes
hisbis philosophy seems to have
plunged him headlong down into
the dark abyss of misanthropy and
from this point of view it appears
to him that there tois no remedy
againstarst the current evils short of
teetotalthe total extinction of the human
race in order to reach thisthisendend
one of the noblest feelings with
which man has been endowed love
must so to speak be crucified the
loveiove of man for woman and of wo-
manyn n for man is nothing but degra-
dation for two human beings to
love each other as man and wife is
to hebe partners in the same crime
there neither tois nnorr can be any
purityparity in love it is at best a del-
usion that after a short time must
end in jealousy and hatred

ingersoll has sense enough to per-
ceive that thesethem views are the illogic-

al of a diseased imag-
ination all this 19 he says cisis to
saymy mind a kind of insanity nature
soured or withered deformed HO

that celibacy is mistaken for vir
t-y tue 11III but although he denounces

tolstoiola toPsls philosophy in so strong
termsjarms he thinks himself justified in

7 ascribingbribing the whole matter to jesus
ehrlbristst and his doctrines since he

I1 presents tolstoi as a devoted fol
bower of the savior a valiant ex

f of his doctrines as laid
abowd n in the bible in other words

does notnet hesitate in this manner

to designate christianity as the
philosophy of a madman and our
blessed redeemer as 1insaneasane strivingv rig
to deform human nature into a kind
of mental monstrosity

this as is usual with inger-
soll when hohe pours out his
bitter gall against religion is
without the slightest cause that

peasant of palestine who by
the way is the highest type of in-
dividual being known to earth
never taught one syllable from w bleb
tolstoi could reasonably deduct hishia
dark theories on the question of
wedded love on the contrary all
that christ ever said on this ques-
tion direct or indirect and all that
god everever revealed on the subject
whether in ancient times or in our
own age is directly opposed to such
philosophy therhe russian count is
in this particular point noDO more a
follower of jesus than is the leading
american infidel both are radi-
cally wrong

the teachings of christ with re-
gard to this question are clear
enough being asked by the chari
sees if it were lawful as was main-
tained by the disciples of rabbi
hillel to sever the sacred bonds of
marriage for every cause he u n
hesitatingly answers i ii the negative
god made hisbis children male and
female and united them what
therefore god hath joined together
let not man put asunder neme
further teaches the great trutruthth wwhichh I1 ch
was never before accepted by the
sages of the world that woman is
by checthe creator intended to be one
with her husband not the inferior
for being united together accord-

ing to the laws of god they are no
more two but one flesh math
19 3 6 our savior then so far
from teaching that marriage is a
degrading relation of the sexes to
each other announces the doctrine
that their union is the only way inID
which the children of god can fullful
fil the measure of their creation caucan
accomplish the purpose of their ex-
istence on the earth

paul has understood his master
correctly when he iu his letter to
the branch of the chuchurchrob at coricorinthantl
says neither is the man without
the woman nor the woman without
the man in the lord 1 I1 cor 11
11 that is the separate existence of
the two is not from the lordlordsIs point
of view the intended condition it
takes the sacred union to make their
existence complete

the apostle illustrates this point
most beautifully when he eph
5 223122 31 compares the relationship
of man and wife to that of christ

and the church human language
cannot in clearer terms describe the
sanctity of that divine institution
marriage nor can a more exalted
ideal of the true relation of man and
wife to each other be formed man
and woman according to this are no
moremo- e intended to lead each a separ-
ate existence than are christ and
the church both are as it were
existing for and through each other
and while the wives are expected
to Bubsubmitmit themselves to their
husbands yet this submission is not
that of a slave nor that of a servant
to a master but it is a submission
similar to that of the church to the
lord the voluntary submission
prompted and made sweet by pure
affection in the same way husbus
bands are expected to love their
wives as christ loved the church
and they are to show this love as
christ did he gave himself for the
church that he might sanctify and
cleanse it this is given as the
reason why the husband hhasas beebeenn
made the head of the wife that
he christ like may sacrifice him-
self for his wife and by his sacrifice
obtain the honor of being the esavsav-
ior of the body as christ is the
savior of the church ef 5 23

thus in strong terms dodo the an-
cient scriptures show uyus the neces-
sity of marriage noble na-
ture of that institution nor are the
revelations given in this last dis-
pensationpensa tion upon the subject lesslegs

clear through joseph the prophet
god says 1 I say unto you that who
so forbid deth to marry tois not or-
dained of god for marriage is or-
dained of god unto man wherefore
it is lawful that hebe should have one
wife and the twain shall be
one flesh and all this that the earth
might answer the end of its creation
dodoc and cov seesec 49 15 16

those who like tolstoi would for-
bid marriage are not of god are on
this point not followers of christ
even if ingersoll ventures the as-
sertion that they are for christ
never taught anybody to dishonor
what his father has instituted

having shown that christianity
never favored ecelibacyellbacy we will now
merely state that TolstoPs ideas
u pon ththisis subjecttare neither original
nor very modern in their origin
before christ a jewish sect existed
which held Toltoils doctrine as one
of their most prominent features
we refer to the espenesEssenes lightfoot
in describing the tenets of this sect
says

the honorable and even exagger-
ated estimate of marriage which was
characteristic of the jew and of the


