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HE vear now drawing to a close hids fair to
stand out in bold relief in the future history

of Westorn railroads.  Early spring saw

-ord traffic; summer, the heaviest passengel
cravel 10 Great Northwest on record, and fall
sshering in of an epoch of cornpetitive con-
sracdon lollowmg an era of competitive railroad

the (

il

White int a2 measure the Lewis & Clark ex

posttion at Portland was the means of taxing the
capacity of the passenger equipment of the t:

hnes

uns
tinetnal passing throngh Ltah 1t is the
opinion of the passenger agents that the ordinary
0 of passenger husiness has been greatly stimu
ated. The result is that those who came west and
returped toid of the wonders of the mountamns,
5, plains and ocean resorts so that

the endless chain of tounsts and

anyons, rivet
linke 1
wmeseekers were
The freight ¢
18 and bounas,

mnre
torged,

tput of the West 1s growing by

With the closing of the Russo-

Urietital freight was added to that
the

Tarmneepm

B WAy
f e wa

ginatimg on Pacific slope, the result being

that the vear 1605 was m:rked by the !1ig""c> car
fareine that ever struck the Woest.  Feavy crops
st Ire the milion head —<tlat mu'»hcr of
een besng ted in the stock vards of the Oregon
t Lanie at Montpelier, Lia,, tt shile i
si—thé output N, hel o
. ieitey, sugar plant and torest 311 clamort
r transportation h ket ihe raileoad
1711 thetr bes ! res ot hatVine
Znn ' thu I heer Ty oy
mth ago. Wit equtpment and rnotive
\ln‘l'l[.(.n‘f s congestisn b eleved
1) L wantime the e f lit
1 Colorado and \Wyoming have been atit
the immense volnme of freieht that b
pouring ont of Ultah sad the states north an
west, OGould, also, believing *tmt he did not ,A'-
his equitable share of tonnage originating north
and west of this state took active steps o remed

this,

The current year hos witnessed the fulfilment
ot & vision that has long dazzled tah—-the turn
ing of the preliminary sods of . new and com
petitive ine to Macific tidewater,

Folowvmg the retiremeit of Gould from the
ate of the Union Paciie and 1 like action
on the part o 7 H, Harriman and
from the Denve Grande official roster
war was declare ots were et and at thi
time thtre is SOni 'os of grading on the
Western Puc (- ¢ "t]'i" m the poinit of th
mountain ca the lakesy e 10 miles from
Salt Lake City

This action o it o Sould was like the
pisl':l shot of the otficre starter of a relay race.
Just as soon as it was officially annonnced that
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the

Harriman and Gould were at outs and each would
hustle his own freight, with no guarter, othe
Richmonds took the field.

On the heels of the Western Pacific move

came rumors that the Burlington was coming to
Salt Lake; the Chicago & Northwestern was s

veying an extension with Yellowstone and ldaho
in view ; the Moffat road would without fail w

rive i the Utah capital within two years, and
last, but not least, the Colorado & Southerh pro-
posed to spend part of its $100,000,000 stock is-
sue of a year ago in extending its line cast and
west so that one could ride from Salt Lake to the
Gulf of Mexico over the right of way of the sys-
tem the entire distance,

With the exception of the Colorado & South-
ern during the last sixty days there have Leen
same very interesting developments.

The Western Pacific has got down to work
in earnest. The engineering forces have been
thoroughly organized with high-priced talent at
the head of each division. The contract for con-
struction both from Salt Lake to the Nevada
line and from Orville, Calif., to the castern lim-
its of the Golden State, has been awarded to the
Utah Construction company involving an outlay
of over $11,000000. ‘The Utah Construction
company, which is an Ogden corporation and the
largest and most responsible of its Kkind in the
West, in turn has sub-let a great deal of the work
of grading to smaller contractors who in turn
have let out small strips of excavating to syndi-
cates comprised of men whose only capital is
team and scraper and sturdy arms.  All along the
route of the new road to the Golden Gate are
strung engineering and grading camps and the
forces have already caught their stride. Gover-
nor Sparks of Nevada and partner have been
awarded a contract to provide $1,000,000 in beef
and mutton to build up the tissues of the army
of toilers now changing the railroad map of Utah
and Nevada.

The Western Pacific is off. Too much
money has been spent already to draw back and
in 1907 through trains will be running between
Salt Lake and Oakland mole; Gould's dream of
an ocean to ocean trans-continental railroad
system will be an accomplished fact.

The Moffat Road, the Burlington and the
Chicago & Northwestern are following in the
footsteps of the Western Pacific in its preliminary
stages. In the last two cases the pmfnundm i
norance of the purported plans is exhibited by
those behind the respective projects, High offi-
cials deny that any contemplated extension is to
be launched.

Of the three the Moffat road maintains that
Salt Lake is its goal. David H. Moffat on Oet.
22 of this year announced that the ‘road would
reach Salt Lake six months earlier than was orig-
inally contemplated, The road is now completed
as far as Hot Sulphur Springs, Colo, a distance
of 110 miles from Denver and it is contemplated
that trains will be running into l\'mnlin;r carly in
the spring and by the first of the vear it is antici-
pated that it will be within 350 miles of Salt Lake.

Of the Burlington pl.m\ (. W. Holdredge,
general manager of lines west nr the Missour,
announced during the third week of October that
work would be started at once on the construc-
tion of 800 miles of road to extend its lines to
Salt Lake City. The line will start from a point

near Broken Bow, Neb., and run to Bridgeport,
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Southern Pacifie,
DO |l‘||_r~~ neare:

nection will be made with thy
thus b the Snake valley
Francisco, The route i1s laid through the
in which about $15,000,000 i being spent
by the government and private corporations in
n work.,

ging
Sarn

district

irrigatic

['.1\! W |1r n it comes to act | ""’f"l'f"n[' ve
vailroad building one must look to the State of
Nevada for an object lesson. During the past

vo vears Nevada has awakened from its leth

argy and the irginia
City and Comstock were at
All eyes are turning
development of Ton
tern part of the state and the revival jof
mining around Delamar and FPioche following the
advent of the Salt Lake Route in the southeast-
ern section of Nevada have boosted freight earn-

mgs away up
- Duning the

|
old halevon days when \
heir zenith have been
to Nevada,
pah and Goldfield

revived,
Illh

\
in the w

current vear no less than eight
have been financed, Some
of these have been completed and are earning big
dividends, others are being built and the balance
have not gone beyond the ;:ir.mrvr survey stage,

railroad propositions

The Southern Pactfic, which so long as
there was no opposition lav dormant and content
to handle trans-continental business and let
Nevada haul her freight to the cars, has awak-
ened with energy to head oft any invasion of her
right of eminent domain,

Just as soon as it was apparent that Gould

meant business and not blufiing with his
threat of building the Western Pacitic Harriman
started going after the freight and to make this
casier inaugurated a campaign of construction,
One of his first acts was to build the Hazen
cut-off. Then followed the incorporation of the
Nevada Northern and at the present time the
Utah Construction company has an army of hun-
at work pushing this to ite
completion, The road leaves the Southern Pa-
citic main line at Toano, 130 miles west of
Ogden. At the present time of writing about 8o
miles of grading has been thrown up and the
forces are still heading south. To the onlooker
t would appear that this line is reaching out after
the immense tonnage that h 18 been clamoring for
transportation” from the mines and mm,lmtn of

was

dreds of men line

N T
NEeV.,

the Deep Creek region to the smelters of Salt
Lake Vall This  line ubtedly is being

i the West-
rin district,
v there i3

built to spike any eftorts on the part
ern Pacitic to penetrate this rich vi
O the other proposition

MORE THAN the Vireinin & Trockee extension which was
' made in the intereést of self preservation and the
A RAILROAD CENTER IDAHO Tonopah extension to Goldield,
g ' ' Miles, With Goldheld as its objective point the
The regular passenger train service into and ont of Salt Lake daily 150 | ouonon Short Line . "o el L, i, £ vy 026,19 Salt Lake Ro alsa took a hand in building
i e : Trains. | Paclfic, Idaho & NOPUDOFR o, oovvvvciivrccrrriirannionssrannss 0o, 03 feeders this vear, Originally “Borax” Smith un-
RIO GRANDYE WESTERN ... i . 20 1 Boise, NUNPA & OWFHOE oo v vvivsvnnoesrssisrssiv oo . 3100 Ty 1. build this sected line from | \e
SBAIT LAKE, ROUTE o i vicaasnsivicisviosnsrssnnees . S0 | YOAMO NOFTIEPE . ... v s nsocsssesissssnsgassdenesassonoesss 27 .00 rtook to butld this projecied jine trom L.as -
OREGON SHORT LINE ..., .00 O . l% e ———— gns, Nev., on the main line f the San Pedro
S OGDIUN . . 12 iy 0 P ] ' : st 4 .
SAIT TARE & LOS ANGELES : : g ' ot pEN road past his soda deposits on to the new eldora-
- do. He went to the extent of grading some 13
TEDER] "IORMARIN 53 508 Tk v RS54 od b a8 NN DS RS PRk AN " ey = o miles of right of way out of Las Vegas but abar
When the Western Pacific and Moffat roads are completed and in opers NEVADA doned his scheme htl nnouncement that the
ation the total number of passenger tralns coming into and departing from . Clurle - daclimed 10 oive Kirm ks T L
Salt Lake will be 100 or more daily. Miles vark road dechned to give u; 1 any ‘.‘\ 5 on
. B Oregon Short Line, main Hoe - 139.7 steel, ties and supplies. Accordingly he has e
Nevatn & Calltornia (O. 8. 1) coiivvrieniiennicrnissessrnsesnss 2050 tered into an agreement with the Santa Fe and is
U A NOVRIHE. COBIPRL oo iend 50 €0 bos %o Ba0E NS 4B 008 0656 8 VERES Y 9.0 - Y 8 nry Vo SRSl A
TAH. BNCONS: I TR & 4.0k o5 o i0m s aticio o 4 0 ¢ TR EHIRETE 5§ wole § Wi ¥ 1 Viash b 6D 510 NOW actyvely cugdscd ¢ preiiminarics ot &
Miles, | Tonopnh Raflrond oooooveiiieiiiniiiiiieiiiiiian ede s waly 65,0 line {from th i t tl
Rio Grande Western .. oo iiiiii i . p 715,577 | Virginia & Trockee et s 8 0 8 A B pa s A aeias i alyn gy 52.0 Death Va : . 11y W ( 1
Rilt Take BEBE v vuiessmsdions snes sy miderivesanonsesssasy 189,01 | Nevada, California & Orcgon ..o iiie s : 28 .0 o ; ‘
Oregon Short Line T s 3 1 a0 oa m 8 by mbn b SN SEEA N i 8 184,70 | Salt Lake Route L ot b STOME § TS w R PO § Wowk s W i § | 2158 1 he abandone then t
THNEER TRBMWRY a0 s i r s 1 s MEb b s n s i feenviniveve ST AR e 11,00 —_—— by the Salt 1 12 ot nany ie
San Pote Valley ;0o vicovagrnivens R L O R S1.00 S T R R T U P I D Y O T e o 1,182.5 : Q
Balt ' Iake ® ORTEN /1o s vrsrnnnsveersrnsrsirrosssssanuasssssds 16,00 corporated nnde |
s KO B TO8 ANPOIOS . oo cvierivsoreanrnari i isbasuRErErE b s on ) nanaly with ) y < 1
:::: 'l‘:“".‘ &l.\lc-rvur _'" ________________________________ 12 00 While these figures tell of the ralls alvcady lald, of the lines already in Lon .-‘” ¥ £ "‘ { : 1 . l‘
operation, they are silent as to the great and nomerous road-bullding pro- ofncials a { (
Motal . voiovrorerinniivanvyas jeots that are under way in Nevada at the preseut i { Nee ts made af I vel
Ors are n ! ( pr
e ctive o will be
Neb., where it will conneet with the Guernsev, operations of the surveying forces or the work realty holdings for termmals, In O , 100, D & coming v
Wyo,, line. From this p »mt Ylu‘ distance to Salt of the grading outfits in Nebraska, there has !n n the same condition in evidence, to this the Salt 1 Route
[ake is about 550 miles. Work on the Broken Aside from the Western Pacific in the On Fourth West the Oregon Short Line for has  another feede ( n for
Jow «].rnlm‘w'ﬂ line has started and surveyors State of Utah there has been but little active the past two months has been tearing down resi-  southeastern Nevada in ¢ branei
are reported from time to time from different railroad construction, There has heen, how- dences and clearing the ground for tracks, vard road to I’ When
lenh in Wyoming as heading for Salt Lake, ever, a great deal of clearing the decks improvements, the big vaiduct and the proposed not yet annout | but Plox t v shit
This dmlnllll\cml‘llt was strenuously dented for action, In Salt Lake both the unmond pot for the Short Line and the Salt Lake per. is mng and all 1t { i & that it
|,\ Tames J. Hill, who is heavily interested in the Oregon Short Line and the Rio Grande Route—improvements when completed which will be a fact 1 the ton ! t rottd
B, & Q., but there seems to be no letup to the Western have been acquiring valuable will cost in the neighborhood of $1,000,000 Sottthern Califors
= ——— SR s - e e e I B T £ e e ey s e et

e — NS S — —— ————— - S—— D e — - —— e —— -
Rt ——
= == =
In Idaho there h'wln((ll( )“lulf‘lu“'ﬂ‘f’ﬂ'ld
activity on the tapis during the current vear. The
Minidoka branch was ¢ ‘H‘]-‘( te l[ early in the sea-
throwing open to settlement one of the rich-
st agricty ections in the We ['he line to
Malad will also have pleted by the time
this appears in print, whil time §{
ntractors are making the dirt flv on the Yelloe '1L:
tone Park Rail | ['l whiclh 18 esseq 1
\ i’ Iy li,:':.r'.;x:;~ rporation Il run nores fr m /:
il ! 410N’ Fars. |
. the saime tune there will ! !
iN E5 BU' L-i- ’N COURb[: OF ted to traverse the famous leton Basin and
! - L S 3 e e rich coal deg ts in the district, This
 STRUCTION®PROJECTED 10 b cepned ap i cuned vy 1o the
- Nt -) b i . perating t'x artment in time  for the summer
i N Over on the t { th f Idaho
ECIALLY DRAWN  FOR THiE e b s e vork etk spe
n' the e & ldal orthern. This line
(\”Rij[""l b F \f\/ < i short Line main line at
! -t l\ 10w bemy extended north from Coun-
vho owns contre! of this small road is
MR o (8,3 W v_anama not farthcomine at this tine, here alwavs has
i 501 t that will not down, how r, that
' i ittonr and = will
( I t: Northermm Ya-
ific which passes ti wwh treme northern
ection of liah Al | t I reg rded as
Hill's trump card » Riparta contry ersy.
sSeveral partics of survevors are reported at
" s time t peraling W ern lda (ne
W:;r:‘-\“mi"m propostticts on W they are working 1s said to
L4 ! be on a 1 and south line, the other a surve
National by Harriman farces [o to traverse the cen- !
e il tral portion of Oregon, However as 1t is the pol- {
a i L 4 icy of all railroads to keep corps of surveyors col
lecting data in the ficld too h ¢ must not
be lajd upon the move: its of engine rng par- l
{
till another proposition 1 t |
Butte, Mont., to Winnemucca, Nev., via Boise, i
Ida. This project is known as the Saun Francisco, :
Idaho ‘\ ‘lwni.r a Railway comj month :
ago Wi 1 Pevtor 1501, 1 » e
.\,n! mvsterious corporation, annannced that the
i __I.l,”:}v_x of t! | had be financed in
New York., The construction work, he affirms,
1s to begin at once, and the road is to be fimshed
by Jan. 1, 1007. It is estimated to cost $2,500,-
000, The first section of the road to be butlt will
extend from the Snake river vallev, in ldaho,
wthwest to Winneniueca, Nev., where a con-
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