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A CHRISTMAS FOLLY
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r BY HOMESPUN
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t
c

tiersrs Diantha WoolWood was the beat litlit-

lietielie hOUf forCar around
memay havehat Mdhad herher-

i

I l Now M Diantha
i huhas notMItT ButDut IUeu charming

s waseras shehe fromCrom the crown of her well

shaped head to10 the soleeole otof her Nor o I4I-

ee shoe that everyeory
r jmJew Gentile bond and under

i rs i the spellpell of her good humor
I the sittereater and counselorShebe wasw as

j
Ii

to the whole community
ventured to ukask naJ r i Some one once

Whohothe questionzenten otof the town
runs this townlawn

i1 rf The answer wasOS prompt and final

4
1 t

L TheTho and WoolfWOO

YIr II as Mrs nOn-

Otiti herther remarked when thetho satireMUre was reorere-

i
bH
i to her there many towns

In Zion better managed

There wasVa n MrIr Wood findand his first

name was James HE Although some

town had once addressedll-

n
wagag-

I
otof the

an invitation to10 MrIr and MrsIIII Diantha
M i forE n I

1t WoodRood yetJ et JJ-

j
knew

j 1 i that Mrtr James E1 Wood was naa-

ii vv forcetorce and power to be reckoned with

1 l verycry ostensibly And the authorities otofot-

tt the Church knew his worth wellwell-

andv And thethey had appointed him to oneolle otof

IIP the highest positions In the Stake
I 1 The Stakehake ofoC n was one otof thethe-

t

the-

r
d most distant outposts otof our dear ZionZion-

a
r tlt 1

at i PlonPioneerr In every sense otof the word
t

1

r
Some one risesrim up to ask mome where

Woodston StakeSlake Is located MyI doori c
Imaginative and literal friend this IsIs-

I

Is-

n
I

n ChrIstmas And youou are to seesee-

fc f
I

yourour friends with gowns and trigs19 on

fe
I sett laIn scenes otof sa and

PleaPleasee to hold ththy peace and let thethe-

AA masque go
r c Pioneer was certainly the word fortor

IJ j Woodston
t j

Mrs DIantha lived In na three
log cabin which stood Inht the principall

i k
k

4 It I1 remember correct
Iy there Was but onoone street In the town

sh i11f
i

f However that one street boasted otof
f

41 quite u number ofat t

rr r otof which was1111 that belonging to MraIr
I11 dlyr
1f t f The gaygny little woman endeavored tot-
ot

satiety her lore fortor thetho beautiful witht jI c flthe ofnf chairs and
fi JI loungesnii from aved and im
fi tt And It was a cosy retreat that sittingitaii room I

1 In the center was a smasmall table dry
j t goods loxbox so cunningly draped withwith-

a Lti 66r cretonne that It became
a

J4 c l nnan artistic pedestal fortor thetho one largelarge-

tt jr c fnj ft hand ome vase which had been per
1 t I milled to travel with them clear fromtrom-

MM the distant Utah homehom-
ett It 1 Ir If I And the vasevue as weltwell as thetho windows

riy atJJ-

l

7
JJ-

y t all Glowed and shimmered with the
1 j brilliant geraniums and nasna-

sil i q
y i otof the winter growth while InIn-

tI
in-

tt tI j the summerBummer the wild daisies bluebells
and lots tilled everyeer corner ofat the

1i
I s roam with fragrance and beaubenu

t t I tyi f Couches stiff In manufacture menumemmem-

I

t1 r
i

Q
dry goodsgood boxboxess were erel

i
I

tl draped and tfestooned with thorho ereere-

tttt K i s tonne whitewhile pillows Plied laIn luxurious
f 1 h contusion bore evidence otof Mrs
1t 1 iJr taste and her thrifty caro
Vh

I f t fortor the grent brood orof ducks which
4

quackedqu ked and In the distant
4 r barn yardarll

t xi f f rho sewing machine was na part ofDC

i this pioneer parlors furnishings and
not In use It too was CArecare-

fullyI h rr fully and tastily drdraped in graceful
folds

it NoNow this sitting r m was the prideprid-
eri r Iia of Mra Ds heart otof hearts It wasr

fo r the ethical embodiment forCor the whole
i rj TY coloncolony otof the beauty and culture otof ds

I j r tant civilization
f

I The shrewd little sermons which were
preached In the n lIet sono

I y andlInd Y L M1 I A bby MrsIrs Dl
on order cleanliness beautyb uty In the

l 1 home and such would tall utterly to
liik the ground without this definite andand-

ib i 4 practical ut allal herlIer teachteach-
Ingsl Ings

Aril io10 daInty milelittle
1 Junior WItSwas always on her best be

1 when she was permitted to take
is thetho clean hemmed dusldusterr In her own

t i lit white hand and to dustdUlt the whole
t otor the sacred precincts

A

With what reverent care did sheshoshe-

rr hk aboutboul the ornaments on
theth e-

w
e reverendreerend whatnot which stood

a it IIIhl the corner
For the picture frames she took na

1 chair from the kitchen placed na newsnews-
paper

4 y
a 1 paper uponuvon It and then rose steadily

f nodand grandlygrand upon her pedestal to fleck

t the dust fromfrom the giltIt trompsframes utof thetho fewtew
rereally good etchings and engravings

a Before tilethe organ the little girl bowed
fieas before a veritable shrine Every

11 knoknob Mdand crook and and twist
K and dont they make na bewildering lotlot-

on
lot-

onon scrupulously wiped and
polished

Charles the twelve old boy
carefully wIped and scraped his feetreet
before bringing Into the sitting room

r thehe great spicy piney chunks which
r t were to burn In the roomy grate

While evencen baby Tom with hLhis
mothers merrymerr and beautiful grey

r t eyesees woUld peep In and say
JJ-

s
M1 teetfeets Is all clean mama may I-

l
I

s l tomedtame In
ft Now Ill leavelooE It to10 youOU mmy canenncan-

diddid ruderreader Is always asas-
sumed to be candid or kind you know
although I could never imagine whyh
however 11 leave It to you Itif It

i na trying thIng forCor MrsMr Diantha with
r v re hhrr exquisitely neat ways and her well
1 t trained children with all her New EngEng-

land
Eng-

landland conscience and the president otof
1 a the Relief res toto-

xx A

have her husbandhusband afflicted withwith the
r f habit ofat throwing his things down

amot anywhere
It Is true that yearsears otof gentle hamham-

ss
v mering on01 the same spot otof grey brain

matter had induced In her good bushusbus-

ii r hand IIa dim consciousnessl that hishis-
tt clothes ought to bbe hung upUI somesome-

whereA 1 where but the somewhere tried Mrs
l 4 DI almost as much nsas the nowhere

I i The treasured sitting room was MrMr-
s

Ir
s Woods favorite retreat Small wonwon-

derk I 1 der that Mrs DlDI rejoiced
t that her doordear onES enjoyed ththe fruits orof

1 J t her womanly toilloll It waswaa fortor themhem sheshe-
ii i tonedtolled I

r r Whenever Mr Wood camecamo Into the
househOUle he at once felt the

if atmosphere which nerner-
mm everyeen corner ther t and InIn-

ooobediencelence to a dim exex-
t

x
t he at once pulled offorr his hat

and hung Iton a convenient picture
ry frame Overshoes wereere salHt noonneatly onon-

ee a ththe machine eten or on a handhandy chair
Upp goes the overcoat on the projecting

I t knob orof the fall Mr WoodwOj
down At his desk In the corner utute

i
telly to everything but buslj i Here

I i it EaterHiller Mrs Wood She sees and sighs
nutBut monthsmonth ayeaf eveneen years otof alien

Oh deard ar your coat andantl hhatir have a placelle In the bedroom rIckrack oror-
on

or-
rr 1 i ri

on the kitchen hooks has tailedfailed to-
is

to
is P pproduceduce anything more thinthan

i
i i Oh yea11 DlanDian I Corolfor Leave

them now Ill put them In there
time

v 1 f Andnd otof course MrsIrl DI always took
t

1 ththemn dod and always put them assay
eald MrstIrs DI toto-

t
her mal I tearfear mommamt maa Iede to nag If something dont

p
tl r

1 old
Whatwhal do youpu want to happen

rt 1 1 t and practical DIDI-

tn t ateate-
n

at-
eI

I rr-
tt i

I doft jest know but wellW 1 seesCsee-
ThenThenThoo after a pause

leeY I must seelitO what I can Isee I

What canoan youou see mamma ll-
II can Sfsee0 the keyskes orof ththe kitchen on

yourour deer little white nose
youveOUO rIIribbedd It while blacking thetho
kitchen stovesto

Upon which the little girl hurried
away to look In theIho glassila first and wash
away the roosootI afterwards fromCrom hhee
poorly whiteWhile

It11 was very near Christmas
and although there waswan no snow In thisIII

faraway Slake stilllUll everybodY was
busy preparing fortor thetho happy holiday

Myly door saidMil Mr Wood entering
the hOlI lateInte oneon I hae
to GO to Allensburg and take the team
loo betweenn this andond Christmas

Oh Watryas all hla altoWit ree

It cant hobo helped Diantha I hate
to GO ButDut duty Oustmust be obeyed

lollIt atoms to mme James youOu think
only otof your dutyduly never otof yourself
and rarely of yourour family We owe some
duties to

Dantha there IeIa notnol three pounds otof
snitBull In this townton It Was not
ered till this veryer hour You know
I1 o cotlol the only loam that can be

from the dlditch and everevery mnmanman-
s

n
13s engagedd h11 necessaryau and vitaltal lala-

bor
la-

borbor that the land entries fortor
that westwesl of town must be atat-
tended

at-
tendedtended to thisthil week and therethero are na
dozendOlln other almost aan Important rca
suns ShallShaH I stay ntat homohome

on dearnr I did not moan to dldin
youOU fortor I1 know your noble

efforts to10 build UP the
country to10 which we hehave been called
ButHul wee miry youou so and youOU are away
so much and YOU work so hard

Never mind Inmy girl BetterBeller wear
out than rurustt outoUI OctGet my things put
together And Is therethero you
need

Oh yesu there Is I want some beans
We have IIa rew supplies this winter and
I need beans Dont forgettorget them
James youou must bbs sure that you get
themthum fortor we need them

HurrIed preparations went forward II-

lorlorI willw III getet home Christmas eve DIMDian
thu So havehavo na hot supperslipper ready

Sure papalpapa nutBut
Just onoone bean
Just one bean

There are turnips rI knoknow
ButDut there not they seem

Black or white the beans my delight
I1 bobe happy with just onoone beanbeall
She sangFang with na lachrymose drawl

logIng otof her syllables ariaand a dramatic and
operatic twist and twirl otof the various
notes

0 gracIous Im not going
to forget

OtOf course notnOl thou paragon otof bushus
bands foror Im going to sing It Into
your memory

Just one and
trilled neas she packed clothes and
luncheon away In the big spring wagon

Going to ride horseback papa 7 shshe
naked as the hired man drove the teamtoom
around andana Charles led hIs fathers
horse out saddled and bridled

Yes I thought so then 1 will havehave-
thethe horse to do my errands with
while Sam Is loading up supplies andand-
II will get homeIome too unan hour or sO
earlier

Dont force to bring SantoSanta Claus
home with you

Goodby papa goodby 1goodby
and MrIr Wood jUmjumped on his horse
his rotund body and his long bearded

face giving him the esp
otof a second Jolly German

Christmas Saint as hhe rode merrily
clattering out ofat thetho yard

Just sang both mother
and daughter gaily as hohe fared forth
on his WILYway

Now children we must pitch In and
gotget everything done fortor our own Chri-
stsnUL and then help everybody In the
wholehole neighborhood who needs our nsas

Mrs and her husband had
both been practical jokers In their
younger dayss She had been decal d-

In
dd-

InIn February once by her husband
lucern leavesleans with soap onto

thethu rose bushes
She had retorted bby sewing up hIs

shirt sleevesleeves andond legs which ho had to
unpick while sheBhe was as nIt s meeting

NUmberless Jokes had beenbuen perpetrat-
eded In the daysdas goneIono bby and sono aftafterr
her husbands departure Mrs
sett her wits to10 work to devise some plan
that would cure her beloved lord1011 and
masternoster otof his careless habit orof hang
InsIng his clothing about In the sItting
room

Meanwhile her liege lord1011 rode on nodand
he twtoe nas on the feasibil-
ItyIty ofat some plan which would demondemon-
stratestrate to his wife that his memory waswas-
asnsas gOOd as a calendar lieHu had small
use for reminders hohe just liked to dodo-

a
do-

IIIIa thing or forget Jtit as seemed hinthim best
and he wanted kitshis wIfe to see the
mattermatler from his ownoln point otof viewIe

The days slipped bby Mdand the day otof
MrIr Woods return was nlat hand

MotherMolher can I dust the silting room
today asket small

No my pet Mamma Iss going to do
that herself and I am going to make
a surprise Just fortor papa only I wl l

therefore keep the key otof the room In
my pocket dranedeane You know theres
the Christmas tree to trim

All the afternoon Mrs W worked InIn-

the
in-

thethe sitting room AlterAfter the sweeping
and dusting were complete small
DIantha wondered why on earthcarth her
mother wanted to empty all her papas
trunkstrunk and drawers and carry eeleveryevery-
thingthing in the front room

ButDut shesho asked no questions she knu-
It

knew
It would be useless And too she was
sure she would be In for nnany funCun there
might be goIng So she went on stonston-
IngIng raisins antIand popping corn assisted
by her bIg brother Charles and hinhin-
dered

hin-
dereddered bby her small brother Tommy

At lastfast Charles burst Into the house
with

Herenere comes papa downdon thetho road
here comes papa

Down went playthings and raisins
and things and out came mother and
children running joyfully to the big
hatesates to welcome dear papa hometome on
Christmas Evee

Homenomo again home sweet home
flancan his wife as shesho held up her tacofaco
fortor a kiss

Come In come in and lendingleading the
way0 Mrs Diantha opened thetho front
door and gently pushed her husband
Into thetho while she deWydeftly
drewdreu the children away to
the horse and to help her put on the
supper

What a sight met the astonished gaze
orof thetho good man otof the houhouse

The room was certainly decorated
and so wasn the Christmas tree But
what on earthcarth were the decorations
lieHe one swift comprehensive

I n sankil utterly collapsedd InIn-

to
in-

toto a chair
Dangling from the pIcture framesimmes

suspended from thetho ororgann hung every11

pair otof pantaloons hohEl owned I verypry
old boot and hili new ones too stood
In solemn precision on machine top
table and chaIrs collars nisfilS
genders socks handkerchiefs and sunsun-
drydryJI unmentionabless hUnhung andond festooned
whatnot window curtains and even the
tren was gaily trimmed with ththese and
his shaving utensils IllsHIs underwear
yawned ntat him from the treetreo and from
every convenient hank whwhileII I hishlA
ooverallsralls and all occupied
placespisces otof honer and preferment

Deane chirruped his wife coming
Into the room In her 1gayest most
nonchalant manner WhWhy are youOU so
quiet

An not adapted to10 proper
uusagearo burst from his pale lips and
casting himself allas It were helpless up
on the lounloungee he feebly held out to herher-
AA Inreee wll secured paper package

It Is yourour coals otof fire she ejacu-
lated OBas she sized It from his nervenerve-
less

nerve-
lessless hand and rapidly began untying
thetho string

afteratter paper string afteratter
string

ThThe nInerveless eyelids otof her husband
ralsraise just enough to watch the last
unwrapping ll-

ItIt mmy one little
black bean I

u hP U
1
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Dtownt horn die silent north she flew
oo

i
th where the grow
WhereWh t the white bears roam tt-
AndAnd the oceans foam

Is as whIte as the fields of snowsnow-

Down

snow-

DownDown from the landLandofof the weary night 1
ff-

AndAnd tthee land of the day
J

Where the s nestnest-

On
nest-

OnOn the icebergs crest
I

And the young seals sport and play

Her streaming hair likeIkeI fleecy clouds 1

Her robesrODes like the white
On the northern wind
Streamed out behind

As southward she winged her flight t
Beneath her everyer awaaway away Ii

Fair landscapes metmd her sight
And the blushing flowers
Through theHIe noontide hours

Smiled in the suns warm light

She passed and the flowerets fellfeU asleep

And the wild birds ceased their song JJ-

AndAnd the leaves turned brown
And rustled down

While the winds moaned loud and longlong-

AnAndAn soonanon from the heavensbeavens cold and white

The fleecy snowflakes fellfeU

With a mantle so fairbir
From the wintry air t

They covered the meadow delldeli
k

The madcap play of the woodland rills

The rhythm of the riversrivers songsong-

Like
song-

LikeLike the notes in the nestnest-

II Of birds ere they testrest
Became hushed as she passed along

1

Then the frostfcost crept up to the homes of menine r

And the hearths glowed warm and bright
While the children play
At the close of day

rr-
I

And the bells ring out delight

I
Butt onward she sped no stayed her flight

Oer and sea or plainlain
t I

TiltTill she sank to testrest II-

On4 On the gentle breasts

1
Off the sprite of tthee southern main-

S

main
S

S

II

Far in the eastcast where the soft sunbeams linger
With a mellowing tightlight over altaltarsrs divine

t Where gently arid tightlylightly times eer changing fingfingerr
Touches each scene nor defaces a lineUne

Or breaks not a spell that for ages and ages
Has hallowed the spot to breast

Where music had birth and pages
Tell of duds that artarc dark and of love that is blest

herebere there arose on her outstretching pinions
I An angel of light and an angel of love

And prepared for her flight overov r wilwild dominions

With a smile on her lips as she soared far above

Clothed with the rainbow the olives entwining
Her brow and herter soft flowingHowing hairhair-

rr She passed oer the earth eenen the bright sun outshining

AsAI gentle as love and as silent as prayer

And eerer as she passed brother clasped hands with brother rr-

AndAnd war to his caves skulked away
And hate knew their wild reign was over

And vanished like shadows at break of the day

The light laugh of maidens and childhoods sweetswett prattle

The troth plight of loverslovus the dance and the song

Replaced among men the deep clangors of battle
And earth smiled with joy as she floated along

And tears dried away and hearts that were breaking
Y

Forgot aUall their sorrow and leapt as of yore

And friends long dissevered their anger forsaking

Were loving and kind to each other once more

And oer the wide lands the song of the reaper

Was heard as he gathered in plenty at last

And joy that was stronger and broader and deeper

Was left on the earth when the angel had passed

k

mIII t

i r Far far in the west i

Where the suns stst-

AsAs daytime is passing awawayyy-

AndAnd the lingeringfingering sheen

Of the ocean is sseencn
Caressing dream islands so fair and so

AndA d shores where the soft zephyrs play

From a retreat

I Where the bird voices sweet
FillFiU dreamland with music and song i rr-

l
Where the cloud isles above

l Rest oteroer islands of love jj-

Asx As light on herller nutnest rests the soft br doveti t

While the moments fly lightly along I rll-
J7J There an angel otof light

Spread her pinions so brightt
Andnd swift the quivering i I

S She passed on her way j t
like the rippling play

Of the that dart from the goddess off day
When the morning is breaking so fair

4
1

And oer the wJwide earth
t

No heart was left dearth
Of a joy that her presence could bring

From her bounteous hand
J

There spread oer the land

Gifts glorious and fretfree as the flowers on a strand

When they wake at the kisses of springsprin

And hearts that werewert sad

In herber presence grew glad

And souls that were selfish and coldcold-

In

cold-

InIn the magical light
Of this angel bright

Lost forever the crust that had bound them so tight
I

And were gentle and kind as of old

From this angel so blest

To the weary came rest I II-

ii
To the lowly and poor came delight

To the anguished she gave

Balms to soothe and to save

And thedc shackles fellfeU off from the wristswrests of the slave

she directed her flightflight-

S

1

i

1 S S IVJ i f

From the land of the south from the regionregi n of Howflowerss

When thefife mocking bird sings the long

Where the ocean enamored caresses the strand

And summerummer forever reigns over the land

Where the breezes are soft as the breath of a childchilchil-

AndAnd the lingering light of the suns beams arearc mUdmild

As slowly and gently it sinks to the West

Unwilling to part with the land it has blest
f

From shores ever verdant and scenes ever fair

There floated away on the soft rosy airair-

An

air-

AnAn angel of beauty of joy and of loveloc
With a message that came from the regions above

With a voice that was sweet as a In airair-

Or

ir

Or the murmurs that fall from an infant at prayer
She bade the downhearted forget every care

And painted bright smiles on the lips of despair

She opened sad yeseyes that were blinded with tears

Till they gazed far away tbthe gathering yearsyear
And knew that tho bitter and cruelcrud the past
There was surcease from was heaven at last

To souls that were groping in darkness and dread

She opened foraysforay the thick clouds

And them they gagazedz ed while no tear dimmed the sight
On heavensheaven bright fields with enraptured delight

In adoration then these angels four

Over a manger bent their journeys oer
There in the opening of the newborn day
The Prince of light the Prince of Glory lay

She from the of death and llifef J

She from the of pePeacece from strife J

She from the of charity
Of hope and faith from the fair south came she

All were the servants of the sweet Babe that lay
Within His manger ed on that Hutfirst Christmas day

K

WHEN DOES lf
Further LI litht the Twentieth CenCen-

turytury

To the Editor
Provo City tClahtah Dec 19 1 9

The QUestion otof the time whn the
Oth century begins teemsseems to be cause
lagIns discussion amonamong both

learned nnand unlearned and both sides
I bring forth arguments In support orof

their positIonsposition which when rendread andond
heard IJby na greatorent many people tend to
confuse rather than to settlesoUle their
minds inasmuch however nsas the
question Is stillsUII disputed thetho following
mnmay not be ml

lFirst otof all let it be observed that Itit-

ieIiiie really IIa orof how the datesdatu
during thetho first year of the Christian
omem were or ought to be designated
that being settled Utethe fixing otof all subsub-
sequentsequent dates anti the beginnIng orof

will naturally followfollo
In yourour Issue orof the youOU have a

from two otof the propro-
fessorsi n the leadinG State educational

I which youou ddesignateI lIall as un
reasoning because

say thatt the twentieth century beine
n the first otof January I1900O I leoace no

escape from theIr conclusion provided

their premises are correct ItIf the first
year otof the Christian era should be
written A D or A D 0 then the
nIneteen centuries will be complete on
the of the present month ButDut the
conclusionJon leads totc dull

I omam ntat a0 losslOBs how to desig-
natenate the first year without using the
term first which lab the ordinal nurnnum
betber corresponding to the cardinal numnum-
berbberr I1 what Is thetho ordinal number fortorfor-
thethetho cardinal 0701 has It evereer been heard
or thought otofot-

WeWe began statehood January I1
then was not the yearcar 13966 the first
year otof statehood 1811 the second and
so60 on JCIf not bieh yearear otof statehood
was IS GT Suppose fortor onany reason the
time should that statehood
shouldhould be fortor AnnaAnno DoDaDa-

minImintminI will the learned gentlemen main
that 1196U G was simplyImply the yearcar

statehood uror will they admit that

It was the year 1 otof statehood or the
first rear I omam ntat a loss to see how
thethey can escape the latter position

The samesam Illustration could be made
In relation to tMthe first year otof na perper-
sonssons life or thetho first year at schoolschool-
AA man may commence to acc
2000 when hohe getsGols one cent Itfl isII hisfits

first cent marked IoIe not simply c and
so with his first dollar marked I1 and
not 100 lie requires complete
written before thetho second hunhun-

dred
hun-

dreddred tanban commence and so It
requiresrequire to10 beba actually In hand bebe-

foretorofore the twentieth hundred dollars comcom-
mences

com-
mences

I bellebelieve that tho article otof
the twoto professors JsIs otof itself sufficient
to overthrow their position they lIasay
that their communication was written
DeeDec 1610 18911599 which thcthey allege means

months and 16 days
whwhy sayaar that It means 1699 years

rI

11 and Its16 dsame ddatoto 1 nr tI
thatthaItimelime And

at
ItIC that

t half ttyears complete It meansmenns 12and iu16 daysdas m
believe neither otof ththe

complete
Iclaim The obvious and is

otof nlaIs thetho
month otof thetho fI

h eay of theyear Is finished at Itthen the theht12
and therho 16

rn h crydplated neither otof thetho latt Ht rl n11

maintained hence tit arguin 0o0 ccan beayear must fall with theh ln t theIhlhence the twentieth otherseN andJanuary I1 1901
cen

betta
0A L lio

VIEWSnana-
TheTheTho following

Is
AuAn
from the ChiCAgo

interesting
N ar

authoritative
nbabsorbing qUestion when

tto0 theth aUall
turturf begins has Just been
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