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therefore you are left without ex-
cuse. Are they his children? Yes.
Does he feel sorry to see them act
that way? Yes; but he eannot help
it, he is governed by law, and those
laws are imexorable and just and
they cannot be departed from.
What next? As eternal beings
we all have to stand before him to
be ju ; and he has provided dif-
ferent degrees of glory—the celestial,
the terrestrial, and the telestial
glories—which are provided accord-
ing to certain unchangeable laws
which ecannot be cobptroverted.
What will he do with them? For
those who are ready to listen to him
and be brought pader the influence
of the Spirit of Ged and be led by

the prineiples of revelation and the
Jighe of heaven, and who sre will-

Ing to yield obedience to his com-
mands aball times and carry out
his purposes upon the earth,and
who are willing to abide a celestial
law, he has pre for them a ce-
lestial glory, that they may be with
bhim for ever and ever. And what
about the others? They are not
rrepnred to go there any more than
ead is prepared to stand the same
test as gold or silver; and there
they cannot go. And there is a
great gulf between them. But he
will do with them just as well as
he can. A great many of these

geopla in the world, thousands and
undreds of millions of them, will

be & great deal hwetter off through
the interposition of the Almighty
than they have any idea of. But
they ecannot enter into the celestial
kKingdom of God; where God and
Christ are they cannot come.

God has made use of various
means in various ages of the world,
to teach and lead men in the right
path., Hesent forth his servants in
different ages into the vineyard,
and gathered a few here and a few
there who would obey his law that
they might be saved in his king-
dom. And what, let me ask, have
the other people of the world to do
with il? They would not listen to
the wordsof life, can the measengers
of God help it? No, they cannot.

Theirs ia not a very enviable posi-
tion. It was not a va

thing for Moses togo tothe
king to tell him the message he had
to bear, nor to see the plagues roll
on one after another. But God set
him to work at it,and he did it. It
was the Lord that managed that
maltter; he was simply the instru-
ment. Who was it that ipnspired
the prophets te predict many things
that were very unpleasant to the
ear? It was God. Could they have
helped itf? No. And when Joseph
Bmith came, for instance, could he
help being born? No. And being
born, could he help being called by
the Almighty? No. Hehadeither
to do the thing that God required at
his hand, or not do it and have suf
fered the con
had not done it others would, for
God’s work is destined to be per-
formed. But he did his part of it,
and did it well and faithfully; and
I know it, for I was there when he
was killed by some of our highly
reverend Christian brethren,

You Elders of Israel who meet
logether in the capacity of a Con-
ference, you have had the priest-
hood conferred upon you. W here

did it come from? From the Lord.
The Aaronle priesthood was deliv-

ered by John the Baptist, who
held it in former times upon the
earth. He communicated that to
Joseph Smith aad Oliver Cowdery.
And then Peter, James and John,
who had operated in the Melchise-
dec priesthood in their day, came
and conferred it upon him, then the
apostleship was organized; and then
the order of the priaati:mud wa3
manifested unto us as it exists in
the heavens. Why? That we
might be put in possession of
principles that emanate from God.
and that we might be able to act
our part in ecarrying out the pur-
poses of God. Not only pertaining
to ourselves, but more especially to
the nations of the earth, and then
Lo operate for the dead as well as
the living. Had we apything te
do with it particularly, I did not
introducs it, Neither did Brigham
Ycung, nor Parley P. Pratt, nor
Orson Hyde,nor Heber C.Kimball,
nor Joeseph Smith; no man intro-
duced itonly as God gave it. Jos-
eph Smith was made use of as an
iustrument in introducing it; and
then having erganized the Chureh
in all its various branches, with
Presidents, = Apostles, Patriarchs,
High Priests, SBevenlties, ' Elders,
Priests, Teachers, and Deacons; with
Bishops and High Couneils and
all the various organizations of the
Church. These things were given
us for what? To gratify our ambi-
tion? Lo enable us to ride over and
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trample under foot our fellow-crea-
tures? to place power and authority
upon us? No, not for any individual
affair, not for any man’s emolu-
ment or agrandizement. Although
there is nothing more honorable,
nothing more dignified, nothing to
whicha man ought so mueh to
aspire toas to be a servant of the

living God and to be coms-
missioned by him @ to do
bis work upon the earth And

what is it for? To spread correct
principles among men; to combat
priestcraft, statescraft, oppression,
fraud and iniquity of all kinds,and
to introduce among men those pure
and holy principles by which the
Gods are governed in the eternal
worlds. 1t wuot for you and me
particularly; the Lormd could get
along very well without us, if we
could without him. But God and
the holy priesthood behind the
vail, that have lived and operated
upen the earth and who operate in
eternity, felt interested in regard
to the things that we are connected
with, and interested in the welfare
of the world, We talk about the
wisdom of men. What true wis-
dom or intelligence has man that
he receives not from the Almighty?
[ will tell you what the wisdom of
men will come to by and by, and
it is not so far in the future as many
people think, ‘““when the wisdom
of the wise shall failand the under-
standing of the prudent shall be
hid,” their power and glory will
fade, and you will see their thrones
totter to their base; it is not long
before you will see war, desolation,
carnage and death run riot through
the nations, plagues, pestilence and
famine depopulating the earth.
And then where will their wisdom,

bilosophy and intelligence be?|

ien get a little smattering of
knowledge and philosophy and of
some of the lesser laws that God
has planted in npature, and they
give Tlury to themeselves, as did the
Babylonish monarch who said, *‘is
not this great Babylon that I have
built?”? They do not know that
they are poor, blind, foolish, ig-

norant, naked, destitute and in the
of desth. Theoe patiovs o clle

earth, with their false philosophy,
with their wealth, their corrup-
tions, their power and might will
become, by and by, like the c¢chafl
of the summer’s threshing floor be-
fore the wind, as ra&'maented by the
prophet Daniel. by? Because
eternal justice cries to the Great
God in relation to all the people of
the earth. That is the reason; and
because of their own acts and of
their own corruptions. Hear what
the Lord has coupled with his com-
mission to his servants in this our
day, and when he said it he sald
that which is verily true; Go forth
|and bear your testimony to the
world; and after your testimony
cometh the testimony of war and of
fire and of sword and bloodshed,
and the waves of the gea rising
beyond their bounds, ete, He gives
them fair warning, and they heed
it not; but these things must and
will most assuredly come.

What next? Does he destroy
them for their good sometimes?
Yes. After Noah had preached the

gospel to the autediluvian world, |9

axd aiver LNelr cup of iniquity was
full, and Zion and her cities had
fled, then followed the judgments
of God; then came desolation and
destrucvion. And why this whole-
sale sweeping outv of existence of
humanitly? 1o stop them from pro
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pagating a corrupt species.
not that right? Yes it was,
gaid, I will eut them off; I will
prepare a prison for them, in which
they sball be confined for genera-
tione, where they shall not have
power to propagate their species; for
these pure spirits in the eternal
worlds shall not be contaminated
with their corruoptions: I will take
them off the earth, and I will raise
up another people,
doit. What then? He was still
| meretful. When Jesus was put to
death in the flesh, be remembered
them. ‘‘He went,” esays Peter,
““and preached unto the spirits in
rison, which sometime were diso-

edient, when once the long-sufler-
ing of God waited in the days of

Noah,” ete. What did he preach?|Y
)

The gospel. And what is it he has
told us to do to-day? Not only to
preach the gospel and gather the
ople, but to build Temples. What
or? Toalminister in them. Who
for? For the dead who have died
without a kuow ledge of the gospel,
that they mizht partizipate with
us in the bless1. gs which tuey had
not the privilege of e1joying on
the earth. We are doing this; hence
we are doing mors than preaching
Jtha gespel to the living; we are
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And He did | Y

making

preparations for saving the | fome of our ditches in a few bours.

dead, according to the word of God. | Such are common oceurrences here

Reference was made this morning
to the wisdom and learning of the
world. Idon’t know where it is. I
have traveled quite extensively in
various parts of the earth, and I
must say that I have not met with
their intelligence. I tell you what
I have met with very frequently;
I have witnessed a great deal o
ignorance, superstition and wicked-
ness, and any amount of corrup-
tion, and notwithstanding the little
advancement that some few have
made in the true principles of
science, what do they koow of
things as they exist before God? I
told a few scientific gentlemen

whom I happened to meet with a
few days 0, A few things that

Joseph Smith, that unlettered, ig-
norant boy told me in regard to the
heavenly bodies and certain things
associated with them, and when I
had done so, one of tﬁam said, Mr.
Taylor, those are some of the most
comprehensive ideas I ever heard
in my life. I said, these ideas are
from Joseph Bmith, that unlearned
map; but God gave them to him by
revelation. Another remarked: I
have read a good deal and studied a
good deal; but I have a great deal
to learn yet. Was it anything I
knew? No, I simply told them some-
thing that Joseph Smith told me.
We have a great many ignorant,
learned fools; but when you meet
gensible, intelligent men, as these
were,ithey Jwill acknowledge prin-
ciple when it is presented to them.
But many men have not the under-
standing to do it, Talking about
saving themselves, who among the
philosephers can save themselves?
who Eknows aoytafog of God or
heaven? They know a very little
of the earth whereon we dwell,
much less do they know of things
pertaining to the heavens or of God
or of eternity. And let me tell
them furthermore, that no man
knoweth the things of God, save
by the spirit of God—or, to use the
text as it is given: “For what man

Enoweth the things of man, save

by the spirit of man which js in
n?mr- ven 80 the things of God

Eneweth no man, but the spirit of
God.” And they cannot get that
spirit without first obeying the first
Prlnciplm of the gospel of Christ.
I'alk about their intelligence, it is
a curious sort of intelligence to me,
What do they do when they have
to grapple with the sting of death,
and when it stares them in the
Why they take aleap in the
dark. And this darkness is the end
of all their philosophyand all their

science. And the lJittle they
do Enow in divining the
laws of God is only with regard

to some very few of the fundamen-
tal principles of those laws that
God has planted
throughout the universe
I do npot therefore
that reverence for their theories,
notions and vagaries, nor do I at-
tach that importance te their in-
telligence Lthat some people do,

I remember, on a certain occas-
ion, while in [;nl.‘iﬂ. France, (I have
referred to this subject before but it
will not hurt to repeat it again)
uite a number of professed philo-
gophers called on me and presented
so mapy foolish, dreamy, intangi-
ble, mysterious, incomprehensible

and

| ideas and visionary theories, that [

thought of all the ignoramuses I
ever met with, they beat all. They
bave a certain kind of bread in that
city, a Kind of light cake, which
they make there. Itis so light
that you could blow it away with a
breath, and you might eat all day
of it and not be satisfied, A bro-
ther who was there visiting me
asked if I knew the name of that
bread. I eaid I did not know the
French name for it, but could give

ita name. What name would you |and spiritual affairs—things

give it, he asked? Well, 1 said
ou may call it philosophy or frimi
froth, just as you please,

Professor Huxley, in visiling
Niagara Falls, made some remarks
which I remember were publizhed
and copied extensively in the pa-
peirs, to the effect that here was
another evidence afforded of the
many thousands or millions of
ears (L forget the mnumber
now) that it had taken to wash
away the rocks below these falls.
And this evidence was advanced in
support of geological ideas. I
thouzbt to myself, yes, profeasor
Huxley is a very learned man. [

wonder if he knew that, rock was|gospel; and it is

once in a friable, plastic condition,
when, by the furce of the watery
element, the soft stratum might be
d sintegrated, excavated and re-
moved by the washing process in
jerhaps a very few daye.
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Ifa change were to taks place in
the elements c¢omprising such
washouts, which might very easily
pccur here as elsewhere, and they
vecame petrified, the same condi-
tion of things would exist as may
be seen at Niagara Falls, and some
other philosopher hereafter might
expatiate on the years it took to
remove 80 much rock. If we have
to submit to their Ltheories, we
should really be in a sorry condi-
tion. I, for one, will not’fall down
and worship at any such shrine,
We talk about our organizations;
are they right according to the or-
der of God? Yers. Will they exist
in the heavens? Yes. Are we all
magnifying our calling? No; we
are not. Wae have indeed a sort of
skeleton fixed up; but I think some-
times it needs flesh on the bones
and the [breath of life, the spirit
of the living God breathed
into it; we need to realiza the
position we occupy and the du-
ties devolving upon us, We see
this in almost everything around
us associated with the Churech
and kingdom of Ged. While
men are diligent and their whole
hearts are engaged in the work of
God,there areagreat many astride of
thejfence,sayingGood Lord andGood
Devil, not knewing whose hands
they will fall into. And yet they
are High Priests, and Beventies
and Elders. What will be the con-
dition of such? We are told that
‘““Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-
sied in tby name, and in thy name
have east out devils, and in thy
name done many wonderful
works?" Yet to all such he will say,
“I never knew you; depart from
me, ye that work iniquity." Yon
say, thut means the outsiders. No,
it does not. Do they do many won-
derful works in the name of Jesus?
No; if they doanything, it is done
in the name of themselves or of the
Devil. Sometimes they will do
things in the name of God; but it
issimply an act of blasphemy. This
means you, Latter-day Salnis,who
heal the sick, cast out devils, and
do mabny mmdarful things in the
name of Jesus. And yet how many
we see among this people of this
class, that become careless, and
treat lightly the ordinances of God’s
house and the priesthood of the Son
of God; yet they think they are go-
ing,by and by,toslide into the king-
dom of God. But I tell you unless
they are righteous and keep their.
covenanls they will never go there
Hear it,'ye Latter-day Baints! Hear
it, ye Beventies and High Priests!
‘“Whatsoever a man soweth that
shall he al’so reap. For he that
soweth to his flesh ghall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth
to the spirit shall of the spirit reap
life everlasting,”” You have the
priesthood, aud if you do not mag-
nifiy that priesthood God will re-
quire that at your hands. He ex-
Eecls us all to ve alive and energetic
onoring our calling,our prieal;hund
and our God, for he expects it of all
of us. Now hear 1%, for as sure as
God lives it will be so. It will not
be “how we apples swim!”? You
must swim yourselves; for every
man ‘*will be judged according to
the deeds done in the body.” If
you aim at a celestial glory, you
must have a celestial spirit and be
governed by it. You must be hon-
est, virtnous and benevolent; you
must be men full of the Holy
Ghoet, maguifying your calling,
and hoporinz your priesthood, if
you would obtain an entrance into

| the kingdom of God. And so in

regard to the sisters, they gtand
recisely on the same ground.
hat are we to do? To listen
to and be guided by the world?
No; but to regulate our temporal
| per-
taining to time and (hings pertain-
ing to eternily, according to the
influence, the law, and direction of
the Almighty. -
Let uscome again to this intel-
ligence. Who would know to-day
anywhere in the world bow to build
a temple that would be accepted of
the Lord? Nobody. Who would
know bhow to administer in them
acceptably to him when buill?
Nobedy., Let them bring forth
their wize men, if they have any,
and tell us how we: hall obtain an
inheritanee in Lthe Eingdom of God.
This is something they cannot do.
Why? Because they bave not the
{8 the gospel that
brings life and immortality to light,
and this is the kind of intelligence
we are after. To redeem and save
the Jiving and the dead; to build
up the Zion of our God, that a peo-
ple may be prepared who ghall be

scen large gaps washed away out of | pure in heatt, and prepared to as-

-

gsociate with the intelli
around the throne of God., .

These are some things associated
with our dutiesand respensibilities.
Have the apostles duties to perform?
Yes. Does God require it at their
hands? Yes. If they do not

do it, will he hold them

guiltless? No. Have the Seventies?

Yes, What are they? To go to the
nations of the earth as bearers of
the gospel. That is your duty, you
Feventies; and if you do not do it
God will remove your candlestick
out of its place. Do you hear it,you

| Beventies? And you High Prie:ts

and Elders, God has not conferred
the priesthoocd wpon you to dream
about, to trifle or tamper with, or
treat it with econtempt; he will
epew you out of his mouth unless
you take another course, many of
you. God expects his message to '
ED to all nations, and the priest-
ood ought to be seeking after God'
and to be elothed upon with the
power of God and with the: light of
revelation, that they may stand
forth as his messengers to the na-
tions: and then by and by, after
having cleared their garments from
the blood of this generation, to go
and administer for the dead in lga
temples of the Lord, and keep la-
boring and doing wuntil God ehall
have accomplished his purposes.

What else are ycu going to du?
To build up the kingdom of heaven
upon the earth, where the voice of
God shall rule and where the law
of God sbhall have the dominien,
and where men shall be instructed
with Jaws of heaven and be
taught of God, A great many
revelations and changes have yet
to take place, we have got to put
ourselves in a position to be guided
and directed of the Lord in tem-
poral as well as spiritual things, or
we will never obtain that glory for
which many of us are looking.

Well;, what shall we di? Do
right, following the oounsels of
those who are placed over us, Fol.
low the counsel of the Twelye, you

whose business it is to do it; follow
tbe couneel of your bishops, you

who live in the warde; and you
bishops follow the countel of the
presidents of Stakes, and you presi-
dents of Stakes seek for and follow
the counsel of the Twelve. And
you people, be taught of your
teachers; u.m.f you teachers, get the
Spirit of the Lord that you may
teach aright,and you Seventies and
Elders, prepare yourgelves to go to
the nations oflfthe earth. Say, here
am I, eend me; [ am on bhand, I am
ready to fulfil my ﬂuly and to mag-
nify my calling, aud with the help
of the Lord I will lift up a warning
voice to my fellow men, And as
High Couscils to sit in judgment
with honesty, truth, fidelity and
integrity, without fear or favor of
any man to act and administer in
righteousness. And you Bishops,
act as fathers over the ({lock
of Christ, that you may mag-
nify your calling, and that in
your judgment you may seek for the
inspiration of the Almighty, that
you may administer justice among
the people; that righteousness may
prevail in Zicn, and that it may
spread and grow and inerease, that
the glory of God may rest upon us,
and that we may rejoice together
in the fullness of the gospel of
peace. Aund will it goon? It will.
Will the Kingdom spieac? It will,
¢“until the kingdoms of this world
shall become the kingdoms of eur
God and HisUhrist apd He wiil reign
forever and ever,” And atout Lthe
wicked and the ungodly, protect
yourselves agairst them as well as
you e¢an; unite youiselves together
and be one, and never mind their
ideas and feelings. God has called
us to be ene, to be united; and thst
man who tampers with the Genti'es
and with their viees and follies will
go down to death. We are scnt to
teach the principles of Iife, not to
be taught of them; and we are re-
quired to be governed by the prin-
ciples, laws, intelligence and truth
that come from God, that we may
megnify our calling, build up His
Kingdem ,gather together tbe elect,
save the living and redeem the
dead, and. then when we gel
through, unite with the #ssembled
throng in the Celestial Kingdom of
God; and bhonor and praise and glo-
ry and power and meajesty ard do-
minion be ascribed to Him thal sits
upon the throne,’and to the Lamb,
forever and ever. Amen,
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A man in this town frcze the bol-
tom of his feet lately, and as he
held them to the stove he ren_mrk—
ed, “T'wo souls with but a single
thaw out.”—Whilchall Times,




