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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CHURCH PROPERTY RESTORATION. |

An readers of the NEws have already
been tnformed, the United Htates
House of Representatives on the 8th
of October jast pueeed without objec-
tion the following joint resolution

{Bouse Res, No, 34), introduced some | yi.1ded for

time previously hy Hon. Joseph L.
Rawline, Delegate from this Territory:

Wherens tho corporation of the Chnrgh
of Josus Christ of Latter-day Saints was
dissolved by act of Congress of March 3,
1887; and

‘Whereasy the peraonal property and
money belonging to the said corporation
is now In the bands of a receiver appoint-
ed by Lhe Sl.:jpremo court of the Territory
-of Utah; an

Whereas according to a decisipn of the
Suprewmse court of the Uwnlted Siates the
said property, in absence of other dispo-
ajtion by act of Congress, is subject to be
applied to such chanitable uses, lawful in
their nature. as may most nearly corres-
poud to the purposes for which said prop-
-erty was originaily destined; and

Whereas said property is the resuit of
-econtributions and donation made by
members vf raid Cbuarch, and was de-
signed to be devotod to ihe charitable
uses thereof under the direc jon and con-
trol of the First Presidency of said
Chunreh; and

Whereas said Church has discontinued
the practice of poiygamy, and no longsr
engourages or gives conntenance in any
manner to practives in violation of law,
or contrary to good morals or public
policy; and i the said personal preperty
is restored to said Churoh it will not be

devoted to any such unlawful purpose: |

Therelore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assemblied, Thal the
said personal property and mwoney now in
the bands of kuch receiver be, and the
same is hereby, resiored to the said
‘QOhurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, to he applied under the direction
und control of the First Presideney
-of wsajd Church 0o the charitabie
urpsand purposes thercof. And the said
receiver, after dedueiing the expenses of
-his receivership, under the direction of
‘the main Supreme court of the Territory
of Utah, }» hereby required to deliver the
said property and moley to the persons
now constituling the Presidency of said
Church, or to such per=on or persons A%
they may designate, to be held and ap-
plied generally to the ehariiable uses and
Jpurposes of said Chureb,

The resolution having been referred
to the committee on judleiary, it wa-
on the abeve uJate reporied to
House with the followlng amendmenl:

the | thisa moasare.

our readers have alic been informed,
the joint resolution ocame up for udfa-
cuéBion in Lhe Benate. That body?’s
committee on judiciary, through Ben.
ator Teller, reported it with an
amendmsnt, and SBenator Pefler, who
was, and for two hours had been, ad-
JIresning the Senate on the sjlver
purchase repeal Dbill; courteously
its coneideratiou, The ful-
lowing debale ensued:

Mr. Teller—1 am directed by the com-
mittes on the judiclary, to whom was
referred Lhe joint resolutlon (H. Res. 34)
providing for the disposition of certain
persons! property and money now In
the haads of a receiver of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, ap-
pointed by the Supreme conrt of Ulaﬁ,
and aathorizing its application to the
charitable purposes of =ald Chorch, to
report it with Au amendment; and a=s it
is a matter of gome importance and will
not itake any time, I ask (hat the joint
resolution be put on its passage.

By unanimous consent, the Senate, aa
in committee of the whole, proceeded to
eonsider the joint resclution.

The awendment of the commitiee on
the judiciary was, in line 9, afier the
word “theregof,’” 10 add:

‘Thal s to say, for the payment of the debts
for which said Ohareh is legally or equitably
{1able, for the relief of the poor and distressed
memhbera of said Ohureh, for the education ol
the ¢hildien ot such memhers, and for the
building and repair of houses of worship for
the use of said Uburch, bul 1n which the right-
fulness of the practice of polygamy shall not
be inculcated.”

Mr. Dolph—I do not At the present time
object to the consideration of the joint
resolution, but I will withhold uny ob-
jection until the senator from Colorado
will makeo s briefl siatemont in rogardio
what the measnre is. 1 shouid Ilke Lo
know how much monoy is involved, und
precisely what 1he money 18 durived
from.

Mr. Teller—I understand that the snm
involved i+ about 3300,000. Tbis is the
personal property of the Mormou Churon
that went into the hands of the receiver,
which, under the decislon of the court,
goes to1he Church. When Lhe receiver
took possesasionot Lthe property he ciujmed
Lhat sabout 375,000 should come to him,
which the Church had collected in the
way of tithes and paid ont. Although the
Church had disposed of it to asuch an
extent that it could not recover it, Lhe
Ohurch was compelled, in order to have
a0 iroubie with the receiver, to borrow
that atmount of money out of bank, and
it turned over to 1he receiver iusigad of
property that amount of monev. This is
for the purpoye of enabling the Church
to pay back the $75,600 which it borrowed,
whioh it could not pay out under the rul-
ing of the court except on the passage of
The jnint resolution has
theapproval of the judiciary commitiee,

| with the amendment reperted. I beliave

Page 2, ailer the word ‘‘raceiver,’ in- ! it baa the approval of the department

aert the words ‘'not arlsing from the sale
.or rent of real estate sinco Mareh 3, 1887.%

The matter evoked nome dlscusaion,
a few members ihsisting that ipasmueh
as lhe resolution proposed the -uiep si.

tion of money belunging tothe Uniled |

States, it should be consi ered in com
mittee of the whole. Mr. Rawn
oppused th B point o order, and made
a i, torcible aopd upparently con-
viucipg argument, for the reso ntion
was suon brought to ils passsyge sid,
a8 nmended, pssied.

On Baturday, the 21et of Octoler, ne | to the recoiver.

*

and ever
it. .

Mr. Dubois—I ask the senator frotm
Colorndo whether tha jolut reselution
atanda as passed by the House of Repre-
sonlatives?

Mr. Teller—It is tho rame exoept that
nnder tbe joint resolution us passed by
the other House it may be uncertain
whother the Chureh could pay the 375,-
000. It is not desired thai iv shall pay it,
because Lhat is a debt the Church is not
able to pay, and which in equity it never
ought to have been reguired to pny over
It Is the monsy handed

¥ who hasany Interest in

to the recoiver which is to be paid back
to the Churoch; that is all.

Mr. Dolph—But the amendment of thae
committee goew further, I 1hink, and
authorizes the money to be expended In
p;rt for the erec.lon of honses of wor.
ship.

Mr. Tellor—The whols matter is charjt-
ahle, The Surrsms Court of the United
States practically declared that it was 1o
be tarned over to the Charch for charjt-
able purposes, and that would exelude
the Church from payiog ihe debt. [Up.
doubtedly it could use it without Lthis
provision being pnt in, but the commig-
tee, or rather the Bub-committee, which
had it in charge, thuught it best to put it
in. Really, the measure is for the par=
pose of enabling the Choreh to recejve
back §75.000 in cash that it advanced to
Lhe receiver,

The presiding officer {(Mr. Gallinger 1n
the ohair}—The questipn is on agreeing
to the amendment of the committee,

The amendment was agread to.

Mr. Teller—After the word “Chureh’!
in line 16, I move to insert the word ‘‘ag
aforesaid.”

The amendment was agreed to.

The joint resolution wuas reported to
the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ments were sonourred in,

The a?llem!‘msms were ordered to be
engrossad and the joint resclnt
resd a third time, o S

The joint resolulion wus read Lhe third
time, and passed.

The preamhile was agreed to.

The adoption of smendments maye
veces:ary the return of tne resolutlon
to the Hourse, and Lhe latter body ut {1s
Lextnesrion, Monday, October 23ry4
promptly copourred in the changﬁ:‘
nmiade by the upperchamber. The rus.
olution wae thereupon or lered  groms-
das amended, and forwarded to the

President for his approval. Private
twiorinsnon received 1o this ety op
1he evening of the 25th wua ty the
Heot that he had slzoed the bif) (this
ueWs having been since atfirmea iy
tae public prints), which gives the
resplution eftect und makes fta jaw ol

| the land,

There was wn totimation, however
thut owlug 10 the fact that Lhe mnlte:-
waw 10W in controversy before Lhe
United SBtates Bupreme court op ap-
voil, a quihbie might arlse &n to the
eftoct the pumsage of this t1]] wonld
uin¥e upol the case at bur. Kt wiil be
remoembered that ip ita last rafing
ou the matter, the Bupreme court

vl this Territory restured ceriajp
vioperly to the Church. To 1hju
vart ol the decislon the atiwrpeys

fur the government tovk exceptions
aud ap =ppesl. lo the same ruling
ihere were pointe to which tbe attop.
ueys fur the Church took exeeptlyns
and on thelr part alsn took an ap egl:
lt is accordingly thie decision, ap
pealed from in its different regom-
wendations hy both parlies to the Cake,
iliat the court of iapt resort §s pow to
review and pass upon; and it is to gua-
tain the Church side of the contry-
versy that Hon, F. 8. Riohards is now
in Washington, His brief, which
In conoise, logical and sumirahje o
ilte piecentation of the case, was
received by the NEWS sume daye ag:;
hut exlraote from it were ot given at
the time for the resson that s portion
of the property would probably be
restored hy the bill then pendinye and
now paseed, and the argument would
have to be modified accordin ly.

The case 18 thus slmplified to thie
exteni: Tbe 8Supreme court ln con-
formity witb the hill willl dismiss the



