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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

CHURCH PROPERTY restoration

Asaa readers orof the have already
been informed the unitedbutted baates
house of representatives on the eth
of october last pissedpassed without objec-
tion the following joint resolution
housebouse resbus Nisooo00 84 introduced some

time previously by hon joseph L
rowline BeleDeleff irateate from this territory

whereas the corporation of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints was
dissolved by act oiof congress of march 38
1887 and

whereas the personal property and
money belonging to the said bofcorporationpo ration
is now in thetho handsbands of a
ellbyelled by the supreme court of the territory
of utah and

whereas soaccordingdording to a decision of the
supreme court of thebe united states tae
said property in absence of other dispo-
sition by act of congress to subject toboto be
aapplied to such charitable uses lawful in
their nature as may most nearly borrescorres-
pond to the purposes for which said prop-
erty was originally destined and

whereaswhere said property is the result of
contributions and donation made by
members of ald church and was de-
signed itto be devoted to the charitable
uses thereof under the diree ion and con-
trol of the first presidency of said
churchchurchardChurchandand

whereas said church has discontinued
the practice of polygamy and no longer
encourages or givesgives countenance in any
manner to practices in violation of lawtlaw
or contrary to good morals or public
Ppolicy and if the said personal property
is restored to said church it will not be
devoted to any such unlawful purpose
therefore

by the senate and house of
representatives of the untiedunited states of
america in congress assembled thatthac the
said personal property and money now in
the handsbands of uchsuch receiver be and the
same isin hereby restored to the said
church of jesus christ of latter day
saintssainto to be apappliedlied under the direction
and control ofof the first Prealpresidencydency
of said church 0 o the charitable
uses and purposes thereof and the said
receiver alterafter deducting the expenses of
his receivership under the direction of
the sawsaid supreme court of the territory
of utah is hereby required to deliver the
said property and money to the persons
now constituting iihuhe presidency otof said
church or to such permonpemon or poisonspersons ai
they may designate to be held midand ap-
plied generally to the charitable uses and
pur of said church

The resolution having been referred
to 0the9 committee 0onn jjudiciaryud it wwac
on skistie above date reported to the
house with the following amendment

page 2 otteralter the word receiver in-
sert weine words not arising from the sale
or rent of real estate since march 8 1887 01

the matter evoked some discussion
afewa few members insisting that insomuchinasmuch
as toethe resolution the map si81

otof mouymoney belongingbeloli ging to the united
states it should hebe boustcoust eard I1ina outcorn
miltree ot the whole mr
opposed ih 8 0 orica and made
a plain jorforciblecible aualiii apparently con-
vincing argumentarguna eni for the reso ution
was soon brought to itsfib passage and
w amended passed

on saturday the of october as

r IA

our readers have alio been informed
resolution came up for die

cussi oca in the senate that bodyblodysva

committe eon judiciary through sen-
ator teller reported it with an
amendment and senator peffer who
was and for two hours had been ad
bearing the senate on the silver
purchase repeal billsbill courteously
yielded for its consideration the fo-
llowing debate ensued

mr teller I1 am directed by the com-
mittee on the judiciary to whom was
referred the joint resolution H resre 3484
providing for the disposition of certain
personal property and money now in
the hands of a receiver of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saintasaint aap-
pointed by the supreme court of utah
and authorizing its application to the
chaticharitable purposes of said church to
report it with an amendment and as it
is a matter of some imimportance and will
not take any time 1I savask that the jointboint
resolution be put on its paapassage

by unanimous consent the senate as
in comincommitteeittee of the whole proceeded to
consider the joint resolution

the amendment of the committee on
the judiciaryjudiciary waywas in line 9 after the
worword 11 thereof to add

that is to saysav for the payment of the debts
for which said church is legally or equiequitablyequitanitabI
liable for the relief of the poor and distresseddistress
membersmen obera of saideaid church for the education of
the childrenchil dien of such members and for the
building and repair of houses of worship for
the use of said church but in which the right-
fulness of the practice of polygamy shall not
be inculcated

mr dolph I1 do not at the present time
object to the consideration of the joint
resolution but I1 will withhold aanyny ob-
jection until the senator from colorado
will make a brief statement in regard to10
what the measure is I1 should like to
know how much money is involved and
precisely what the money is derived
from

mr teller I1 understand that the sum
involved ian about thisthia is the
personal property otof the mormon church
that went into the hands of the receiver
which under the decision of the court
goes to the church when the receiver
took possession of the property he claimed
that about should come to him 1

which thebe church had collected in ththe
way otof tithes and paid out although thebe
church had disposed of it to such an
extent that it could not recover it the
church was compelled in order to have
no rouble with the receiver to borrow
that amountagouni of money out otof bank and
it turned over to the receiver instead of
property that amount olof bonev this is
for the purpose of enabling the church
to pay back the which it borrowed
which it could not pay out under the rul-
ing of theahe court except on the passage of
this measure the joint resolution has
approvalthe of the judiciary committee
with the amendment reportreportedid I1 believe
it has the approval of the department
and everybody who hashai any interest in
it

mr dubois I1 ask the senator from
colorado whether the joint resolution
stands as passed by the house of repre-
sentative

repres-
entativessenta tivetives

mr teller it isin the amefamef except that
under the joint resolution as passed by
the other house it may be uncertain
whether the church could pay the

it is not desired thatthai itii shall pay it
because that lais a debt the church is not
able to pay and which in equity it never
ought to have been required to pay over
to the receiver it is the money handed

to the receiver which is to be paid back
to the church4r tthathat lais allDRmr dolph1ph butt the amendment of the
committee goes further I1 think and
authorizes thehe money to be expended inpart for the arec ion of houses of wor-ship

mr teller the whole matter is charit-
able the supreme court of the unitedstates practically declared that it was tobe turned over to the church for charit-
able purposespurpose and that would excludethe church from paying the debt un-
doubtedly it could use it without thisprovision being put in but the commitcommit-tee or rather theibe subcommitteesub committee which
had it in charge thought it bestbeat to put itin really the measure is for the pa-
rke

pur-
e

par-
ee of enabling the church to receivek in cash that it advanced tothe receiver

the prestpresidingding officer mr GallinballingerOal lingerglor inthe chair the question isisonon agreeingto the amendment of thoothe committeeommitteethe amendment was agreed to
mr teller after the word churahip

in line 16 1 move to insert thebe word 84aaforesaid
the amendment witswas agreed to
the joint resolution was reported to

the senate as amended and the amend-ments were concurred in
the amendamendmentsmonts were ordered to beengrossed and the joint resolution to beread a third time
the joint resolution was read the thirdtime and passed
the preamble waxwas agreed to
the adoption of amendments made

the return of the resolutionou
to the house and the latter bodybod y at its
iiex t session monday october 28 rdepromptly in the changes
made by the upper chamber the resreg
0 lution was thereupon or jered a gross

if1 asan amended and forwarded to thepresident torfor hisbis approval privatepr I1 vate
received in tuisthis city onthe evening of the was tto thefleitflabt that he had signed the bill thisnews baving been since affirmaffirmedeg intoe public prints which gives the

rtsolutionresolution and makes it a law ofthe laudland
there was an intimation however

that owing to the fact that the matterwas now in controversy before theunited statesstales supreme court on ap-
peal a quibble might ariae toas to theeffect the passage of this bill wouldnavebave upon the case at bar it will be
rememberedrememberelea that iuin its last rulingon the matter the supreme courtofr this territory rerestored certainproperly to the church to this
pirtpart otof the decision the attorneys
furfor the government took exception
and an appeal in the samememo ruling
i here were points to which the attor-neys furfor the church took exceptionsexcept iolasaud on their part also took an appoappeal
ltit is accordingly this dedecisionoldon apAD
pealed from in its different recorecom-
mendationsions by both parties to the casescase
iliac the court of lastas resort is nownor to
review and pass upon and it is to sus-
tain the church side of the contro-
versy that hon F S is abir
iuin washington his brief which
is concise logical and admirablemirablesa in
its of the case was
received by the NEWS sumosume days agiag
but extracts from it were not given at
the time for the reason that a portion
of the propertyproperly would probably be
restored by the bill then pending and
now passed and the argument would
have to be modified acoordin ly

the case is thus simplified to this
extent the supreme court in con-
formity with the bill will dismiss the


