—

B —

= Lbi= oLl

—

£ . —

= c— —— —

THT DESERET NEWS.

he reiterated his declaration of his in-
nocence. On that occasion he chose
shooting as the mode of execution,pnd
the Judge named Friday, June 13, 1884,
between 10a. m.and 2 p. m., &3 the
time when the execution shounld take
place, .

For the third time an appeal was
tiken to0 the Supreme Court of the
Territory, and for the third time that
court approved the decisiou of the
trial court. Another appeal was had
to the United Stutes Supreme Court,
aod on Juns 2nd, an ag}:licat[on was
wada in the 'Fhird igtrict Court
to stay the execution of
the judgment pending the de~
cision of the

COURT OF LAST RESORT.

Twlce befare had a similar appiication
been granted, but on this occaslon
Judge Hunter refused it. Hopt was to

ba execiited ?endlng his appeul to o

higher court! His attorneys took the
matter before the Territorial Supreme
Caurt, composed of Judges Hunter,
Emerson and Twiss, sud were again
met by a refusal.

Hon, A. L. Thomas, then sacting-
Goveropor, was aBplieci to, to grant
Hopt a reprieve, but he replled that
the matter was with the courts, apd
roust be settled there, Several leading
mewmbers of the bar agalon bBrought the
nubzect before the Supreme Court,
urglog that the application be granted,
as Its refusal would be nothing less
than a judicial! murder. But the court
was ohdurate, and it was {reely stated
that thls couarse was followed becanse
another reversal of the court’s action
in the case was feared from tbe United
S}ml;]es Supreme Court, and on account
of the

FOPULAR CLAMOR 4 L

for the cnforcement of the lAw
sgalost the murderer,

At this juncture apother appeal was
made to acting-Governor Thomas.
Tue leading men of the commpaity
and the newspapers unanimagysly ,de-
clared that *Hopt must be cxecuted
lawiully or not at all, notwithétunding
his guilt {s perfectly clear.” He de-
serves an jgnominous death, bot he
is stillin the bancs of the law, and
the Jaw must be vindicated in every

articular or it will ba lepgal murder.”

he decislon of the Ferritorial Su-
preme Court was glven on June 12th,
the day before the executiou was to
have taken Tlace. and was denounced
as ‘‘execrable’’ by thinking people.

A rumor haviog been started
on the morning of June 13th that
acting-Governor Thomas would re-

%rleve Hopt until such timee as the.

nited States Supreme Court should
determine the appeal,

A MASE MEETING

was held In the Opera House, at which
an attempt wus made to so arouse the
popular tury that Governor Thomas
would not dare take the course that
commonsenseandlaw dictated. At this
meeting the several speakers took op-
posite sides, Sheriff ‘Turner was pres-
ent and stated thut be would stand by
the actlon of Governor Thomas,what-
ever that might be. A resolution was
passed asking the Goverpor to deny
uby application for a reprieve on the
ground that to grant it *“would be
prejudiclal o the wellare of Boclety
?ng't.he good order of the communi-
¥.

The popular excitement was running
rather high ag the time set for the ex-
ecution dmsew ‘mesr, but Qovernor
Thomas promptly came to the front
and granted ube reprieve asked for.
Tae result of the appesl was that the
actlon of the lower courts wus re-
versed, and on SeEt.ember 16, 1883, the
case wus gent back, owlnog to errors in
procedure by the district court, lor

EXPECTED TO BE 3HOT.

But for the interposition of acting-
Governor Thomas, Hopt would have
beep executed on the 18th of June,
1384. He fuliy expected to meet his
doem on that date. Not only had the
U. S. Marshal made all the necessary
arrangements, bot the condemoed
man dimself had made mloute prepa-
rations. So particular was hein this
regard that be; dampened the part or
his shirt immediately over the region
of his heart to I;revenn the possajbility
of & bullet glancing on the smoothly-
Ironed surface. He also made a rosette
to place over the same spot as & murk
for the executldnera.

THE FOURTH TRIAL.

_This was held m September, 1883,
from the 21st to the 28th. Chief Jus-
tice Zupe was on the bench of the
Third Diatrict Court at the time, and
the defense was conduogted by Ben
Sheeksand P. L. Williams. Assistant
District Attorney C.S. Varian prose-
cuted. The following were theltrial
jary: »
B. F. Fitzgerald,
Orson Wilkin,
Amos Gabbott
Ricg:u'dﬂarlisie,
A,

Jolun G. Labirun,
L. A. Scoville,
Joseph Pixwan,
J. Bb- Bringhurst;

. Adamson, Elmer Pecblas,
J. . Mayhbey, Hiram Schill,

On this trial the legal battie was
closely contested at every poiot, The
defendant Hopt was apparently

MORE CONCERNED

than at any of the other trials
but his face zpd sactions betrayed
but little apparént uneasiness.

The evldence of the witnesdes was
substantlallr the same as at the third
trial, the chief ipterest centering in the
testimony of Jgek Emerson and the
defendavt bimsclf, The firet named
told bls story in the same frapk asud
undeviating mannér thut marked him
from the begloning., Hopt gave his
evidence In a careful, dellberate way

and neither varied from their former
verslons.

Atthe conclusien of the ‘evidence,
exbaustive arguments were made to
the jury, who, on Sept. 28th, after
being out &n hour and a& balf, returned
with a verdict, it beiny, {for the fourth
and last time, guilty of

MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE.

On the 18th day of October, i{Hopt
stood before Judge Zane to. receive
sentence. Having electedto be shot,
the court ordered that its decree teo
that effect be carried outlon Tuesday,
Nov, 24, 1885, . .

Aruin was the cage taken to the su-
perior gourts. The result Io the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court was different
to that in former appeals, aud on Juine
22, 1887, ofticlal notice was received
that the action of the Third District
Court was aflirmed.

This closed forever all bopes for
further delay in the courts, and on
June 24, Hopt was brought In from the
p};snltentlury, and Judge Zare tixed as
the

TIME FOR HI8 EXECUTION,
Thursday, August 11th, 1887, between
the hours of 10a.m. and 2 p.m.

During the past few weeks efforis
have been made to juduce Governor
Weat to commute the sentence to lui-
prisonment forlife. A connter-petition
was circulated aud numereusly sigoed,
requesting the Geverner not to inter-
fere with the execution of the Jaw.
1lis Excellency decided that he would
tike no action in the premises, either
looklng to & temporary resplte or to
commutation of the seutepce, but
Waould les Lhe Iaw take its course.

THE EXECUTION.

For severzl days preparatious had
been in progress to exccute the man-
date of the lJaw in Hopt*s case. Nearly
everything was in readineas the even-
ing before, and early this mornine
Marshal Dyer was on the greund au-
perintending the necessury busipess
that remained to be done 1nside of the
penitentiary, where the execution was
to take place. X

There were about fitty persons pres-
ent by iuvitation of the Marshal, in
addition to the regular force at the

penitentiary. Amoog these were Dep- | by

uty Marshals Vandercook, Pratt and
Cannoy, Drs. Hull, Bower and Klug,
Judye Boge, F. E. James, C. II. Wt-
thney, N. Thompson, Register Webb,
Win. éarro.l. Jos. A. Jennings, Henry
Newell, H. E. Dyer, Elbridge Tufts,
John Acomb, City Murshal Solomon,
Judge E. A. Smith, Mark McKimmins,
Alfules Young, Jack Siezer, Dr. A. G,
Youug, M. Gerraty, Sheriff Allison, of
Sommit County, John Pickett, Marshal
Kescel, of Purk Cléy. Prosccuting At-
torney Allison, of Summit Ceunty,. A.
. Brixen, David Evans, W. H.
Brown, A. O. Swoot, Jr., J. Q€. Tal-
mage, B. A. Springer, ﬁeput Sheriff
Fowler, of Utah County, Sheriff Buort,
of Salt il.ake Cpunty, Dr.J. S. Rich-
ards, Dr. Hamilton, Sheriff Beloap, o

Weber County, Dr. Pike,and represen-
tatives of the press.

Sheriff Turner, the father of Hopt's
victim, had c¢xpressed a swish to be
present, but Marshal Dyer deemed It
proper to decline permission. The
sheriff therefors occupied a seat in s
carriape outside of the gate.

About T u. m. Hopt bade goodbye to
bis {eilow prisoners, and the Catholle
priest in attendance admlnistered the
sucranent of bis church, and contin-
ued with the prisoper in prayer and
exhortation. -

Shortly before 10 a. m. Father Kelly,

CATHOLIC PRIEST,
and, by Hopt’s request, R. B. Young
went in to the doomed man's cell, any
conversed with him until the tlme of
the execution.

At10:15 & hack drove up to the dooms
of the prison, and five men silghted.
They lmmedlately passed igto s
room eut of slght. This party
were the executiopers, and were
closely masked, having on oll cloth
coaty and hoods of the sare water]al,
which completely covered their faces
except the holes for eyes, nose an
mouth,

At 11 o'clock Undertaker Skewes’
wagou drove into the enclosure. It
contalped tte coffin, which was plain
and fneat, of §staiped wood, and had
gix silverplated hapdles.

The demeanor of the prisoner during
the whole of the proceedlngs, from
his arrest to the present, has been a
theme of public comment, Up to the
last he maintained an appearance of

STOLID INDIFFERENCE

as to the fate which awalted him.
(Once on being asked by a friend how
it was that he had so little feeling, he
replied, *‘I feel it just as keenly as you
do, but I am golng to take my medi-
clue like a man. No due shall say
Fred. Hopt faltercd to meet death."

Thls morning, asd for ihe past few
days, he appeared more quiet than
formerly, but further .than thls 1o
change was apparent. To-day he
coolly conversed with those who were
germit.ted to enter his apartment.

nce he laughed beartily.

As the fatal Lhour approached, Hopt
asked Marsbzl Drer the exact time at
which the killlog would be done, and
reruarked, ‘[ ate

YERY LITTLE BREAKFAST

'thls morning, and would like some

disper. [ also bhave a few words to
say to my friends if I have time.” The
Marsbal replied that ne was willing to
give any accommodaiion he counsist-
ently counld, and postponed the shoot-
ing t012;30 p, m.

At12 his dinner was carried to him,

It cousisted of bread, potatoes, cab-
bage, green cern, meat and breld

pudding. He ate it with evident relish.

Durlog the last half bonr the officers
and others who bad assembled gath-
ered into the sma!l enciosure in iront
of the Inoer zates, and conversation
was catried on fo undertones, as &

feelipg of suspense began te beexperi-

esced by nearly all,

At 12:20 officers Pratt and Cenbon
carried (inte the prison the weap-
ong that were to be used, which were
Winchester riflea. Hopt looked at the
death-dealing Implements, smiled and
continued to converse &3 if nothing
unusugl was golng on.

At 12:25 all visitors were directed to
take. their places,on the wall, where
they could obiain a full view of al}i that
went on.

At 12:32 the executioners took thelr
plices in & square tent put up a little
east of the centre of the penitentiary
enclosure, and a littie north and east of
bunk house No. 3. The party were ac-
companied by Marshal Dyer and Depu-
ty Vandercook, The teut Iln which
they were placed was about 12 by 14
feet. On the north side were five aper-
tures, through which the deatti-desling
weapots were to be placed.

All of the other prisvuers had been
shut 1n the bunk houses, the doors
iccked and windows covered with
blankets.

At 12:35, the doomed man, gccom-
f(anled by Marshsl Dyer and Father

slly, walked tothe chalr. His step
wad "llrm and elastic, and his form
erect. He had a lighted cigaria hls
hand, and placlng it in bls mouth,
took his seat. .

Marshal Dyer said a few words to
him {n an nopdertone, when he arose to
his feet, threw his cigar away, took off
hia hat and

BEGAN TO SPEAK,

Hia velce was low, but not a tremor
could be observed. He walved his
hand and said:

“Gentlemen—1I atand before you
prepared to meet my doom. DBut if
justice had been done me, and I had
had as fair & trial the first time aslI
did the last, I should not have been ln
this position. I bave no feellngs
against any 1nan on earth.
pared to meet my fate and commend
my ?’oul to God. I wish you all good

e

He then took his seat in the chalr
faucing the tent In which were the exe-
cutloners. Dr. Hamilton, who, with
Drs. J. 8. Richards and Lorin Hall,
wus in attendauce, carefully pluned a
circular plece of white paper, about
two and a half inches in diameter,over
his heart. Hopt shook hands with the
Marshal and Dr. Hemllton, and was
then left alaue.

All of the spectators now gazed upon
the scene in

BREATHLES3 SUSPENSE.

Hopt was dressed jo a eunit of
black and wore a black hat. His hands
were folded across his lap, and he
Iooked steadily at the muzzles of the

unsg ad they were pointed toward him.
four guns %rot.rn ed through the can-
vas about 18 inches, but the fitth could
hardly be seen.

Marshal Dyer, who had exhlbited
commendable nerve throughout all the
nnpleasant proceedings, and who had
arranged mutters so pertectly that
everytbinz moved without a hitch
stepped to the corner of the tent an
tapped gently en the frame. The guns
were ralsed to position, and his orders
were strictly obeyved ay, in a clear,
cilin voice, he gave the command:

SREADY—AIM~—FI RE !’

The sharp crack of the rifles rang out
8o close together that it could hardly
be dlgcerned that more than one shot
had been flred. For an instant—and
only an instant—Hopt's body remained
maotionless, His head bowed slightly
forward, and bodg. chair and all, be-
gan to fall over backwaord. It went
down steadily to the ground, apd so
quietly thut Hopt's hat remajoed on
his head, the rim being caught at the
back of his neck.

The terrible ordeal waa over.

Marshal Drer, Father Keily, the
physicluns and two or ihree
others who were jn the enclosure
stepped forward. The cbair was re-
moved, and the body fell out stratght,
the bhands by the side, and the {eet
about 18 inches apart. Dr. Hamllton
put his head down to the heart, and
announced that

HOPT WAS DEAD,

and death had been instantunecus.
The party then stood gazing &t the
body for & few minutes, while a
ﬁ‘uard kept the flles off with,a fan,

here was s quivering of ‘the
chio,f and the mouth opened once
and closed again. Then all was still,
Soon the blood began to ooze from be-
tween the lipss it also flowed from the
wounds | in |tbe breast, and down
on ihe bosom of his white shirt. Water
was brought, and the crimson stream
was washed from the face. The paper

TARGET WAS PIERCED

by only two balls, one belng on the up-
pet and ope on the jlower edge. Two
other bullets had entered the body,one
below and|one above the paper, but all
quite ¢lose. The four balls went clear
through the body and entered the wall,
from which two were picked outa few
minutes later.

At 12:50 the coffin was brought In and
the bedy carefully placedin it. Sher!ff
Turner had been permitted to enter
the yard, and took a Jook at the }ifeless
torm and then turned away. At 1
2’clock the cofflo, the lid of which had
oeen [astened down, way carried out-
side of the penitentiary walla.

The remains will be iiven lnto the
charge of the officials of the Roman
Cathotic Chureh, by whom it will be
interred.
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"I‘ho beavy lines in the accompanying diagram| represent the walls of the

1he dotted lines within the enclosure are wires stretched across, kuown os *dead
linca,” beyond whlch prisoners are not allowed to pass without permission from the

‘A. The cell 1n which Hopt was confined for over two yenrs.
Tho guards' bedroem whicn Hopt wus formerly allowed 10 oceupy in the daytime,

The relative positions of the execationers and Hopt are planly deflned on the

NATIVITY AND EARLY LIFE.

Fred, Hopt wasborn in New York
in April, 1859. His parents went to
Germany when he wuas quite youang,
and en returning a few months later,
located at Milwaukee. Two or three
yvears after his father and mother sep-
arated, and the latter wmarried again.
Hopt was not treated properly by bis
step{ather, so he 8ays, and beln
of a passionate 'nature, he coul
brook no restraint. When he wus
twelve years old he rap away from
home, and got to Council Biuffa by
riding on a Lrake beam. From there
he wandered over varlous parts of
Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Mon-
tana, fdaho Colorado, New Mexico,
Arizona, Calitnrnla and Nevada, and
flnaily came a9 & miner to Frisco,Utah.
His training was recelved in some of
the worst mining camps Bin the west,
and even while a boy Lie was noted as
a *‘tough.”’

His time was spent knocking about
from place to place, golng little or no
work, 'and generuily receiving Kicks
and curses among Lhose with whom he
assoclated. AB hegrew to manhood
his highest Idea , of 'pleagure was
drunkenness and other low vices, and
he was géperaily, to use his own
words, "“full of h—1" During the
sbert period of his stay iu Utah before
the murder he was several times ar-
rested for violallng the laws, the
charge against him oo ene occaslon lge&—,
ing grand larceny. After hisarrestinl
his sister, who is a dressmaker io &
town in Moumna, waus the only one of
his family who would bave anyihing
to do with him. He bas two prothers
engaged in farming and stockraising
in Oregon. His father died a few
months ago, but his mother lymsaid to
be satill living with his step{®ther in
Milwankee. he only money he has
recelved outaide of that which he has
earned by making bridies, etc., was
from his 8ister, who sent him $15 with
which to buy & suit to be buried. His
mother wrote ope letter to him In
1880, after his arrest.

KOTEH.

AT the time Hopt was conflned in
the city jail, he prepared a desperate
roject to éscape the clutches of the
aw. John Aird, at that time jznltor,
requested officers Andrew Smith and
Willlam Salmon to accompsany him to
Hopt's cell and sid him in examining
the prisoner’s irons, as he had resson
to believe that he had been tampering
with them. The three officers pro-
ceeded to the cell and informed Hopt
ol their Intention. He becamme en-
raged, used vprofane languace and
expressed his determipation not
to permit the examination
of the 1inanacles. The oflicers
were equally determined  they
should and On seeing resistance was
useleas, Hopt, who was in a sitting
posture, seized hls lrons, lostanotly
took them off his ankles and leaped to
his feet with a plece in each band,
“Come in; come Ja,” he exclaimed,

“and I'l] Bhow you how I was going to
breaf away,” Balmon and’ Afrd went
with bim to the rear of thecell,bub
Andrew Smith stayed by the door,
It is well he dld, as Hopt left
the two men who had entered with
ulm and came toward him with two
pleces of au iron bedetead in his hand,
sgaln fnvitlog him to enter. His object
was to get all three inside and then
escape, otherwise to kill br. Smith.

The latter told him not to advance an- |

other step, having his pistol ready
to use in case Hopt made an
advance movement. Seelng  the
officer had the advantage of him
he pgave up. Not long Since
ha'admitte? to a person with whom®
he svas on friendly terwms, that when
he approached Andrew Smith it was
his determisstion to kill bim in order
to get away, and he would have done
40, but for the watchfulpess of that
officer. lle had pot ouly severed his
irons, but had takeu his iron badstead
to pleces, with the intention of using
the slats as weapons.

IN the penitentiary, before he was
separated from the other convicts,
Hopt mzanifested a remarkable disposi-
tion for vindictiveness and mischlef.
QOue day he was making a bridle, and
for this purpede wad usiog a palr of
sclssors. A few angry words passed
between bim and W. H. Halllday, Sud-
denly he sprang upon the latter wlth
the feroclty of a tiger, and used the
sclssers on him with great rupidity
und damaging effect, cutting severul
gashes in hls head.

Hx was connected with several plots
to escape,
the inside guards, muorder whoever
might sthnd {n the way, and get out.
The plan was for some of the convicts
io engage o & sham 1ght in bonk
housesnumber two, and when the of-
Hcers entered, 83 was thelr custoia
when u quarrel started, in order
to quell the dlsturbance, to over-

ower them, The Wurden bad,

owever, been apprised of the

scheme, 8o the guards, having
been duoly jnstracted, looked calmly
through Lhe bars at the struggling con-
victs, upon whom the fact soon
dewned that their game had been given
away. For along time afterwards the
guards on duty in ths enclosure carried
no Arms. .

By some means Hopt, while tu the
penitentiary, got possession of o Colt's
six-shooting revolver, This weapon
he concluded to glve'up to the Warden
and did so. It was a somewhat old and
rusty weapon, but had been carefully
oiled. It was, however, s0 much out
of repalr that it would not revolve,
and it wag therctore practicelly use-
less. VWhether this was the reason for
his surrendering it does not appear,
but there,is room for suspiclon that:
such was the case. .

HoPTt was & man of at least average
inteilizence, and some little ectucation.
He was & mechanlcal peplos, some of
the specimens of his handiwork pro-
duced duoring hig lopg 1m{1rlsonment
showing much,taste and skill, -

One of these was to disarm -



