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NO. 2,

WHEN THE HOUR IS LATE.

The moon is floeding the world with light,
Without n sound of motion; .
It stlvers the plain and mountain height,
And the ebbing tide of the ocean
Rolls and breaks on the slore
When the hour 18 late

Oh, beantifut noonlight! Shadowy trees
Toss to and fro on the summer breeze;
The air g Alled with the fragrance ol roses,
While ull tire world in slumber reposes,
And the silenpge is deap
When 1ha world Hes asleep,
And the hour is late.

Over the woodland, over Lhe hill,

Down in the vales by the rippling brovk
The mountam is shining peaceful and atlli,

Except in gome lonely. shaded nuok

Wlere trees o*crhang the water.

All the world is free from care—
. Bilence, silence cverywhere—
When the hour s late. -
L. E.wW.

EVIDENCES OF THE GOSPEL.

PECULIARITIES OF THE MESSAGE.

. When Christianity was introduced
Lnto thg world it was irought in con-
Ack with many different religious
And philosophical systems. The
~omans were proud of their mili-
tary glory, the Greeksof tleir su-
Perior wisdom. Aniong the Jews a
Pharasaic spirit prevailed, and the
t\.YhOIe hation was divided into fac-
lona.  They mutualiy hated each
other apd al] agreed in hating their
oman gppresgors and the gentile
Yorld at large. A mere human
eacher, it has been justly said,
L\’ould uhder such circumstances
1a.‘ve become either a partisan or
tlla\’e ﬂattere.d euch sect by exposing
lle faults of the rest, or he would
';We endenvored o gain the favor
go the nation Ly condemning their
oflgluemrs. Instances of this kind
L essermachen are not unheard of
\u our time among the ¢“Christian*’
0‘;01‘1&1, When al strees is often laid
th Oone prineiple at the sacrifice of
h'e rest. But Christ did not follow
tlels Course. He stood up asan in-
ellpﬁlldent‘. Teacher; rebuking all
v 1;‘3'", condemning all the sects, and
Je _tau_ght_ pringiples contrary to
1€ inglinations of the hunan heart.
cu‘;}lcg Chrigtianity has several pe-
larities of its own. In opposition
4n empty ritualism it teaches
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personal holiness as the condition of
eternal happiness, All men are
alike brought before the bar of God.
Even those who have been apostles
and worked miracles will fall cen-
demmned if they be workers of in-
iquity. IDhids men refurn good for
evil, not to “‘get even?? with every-
body; it instructs men to love their
enemies, to be humble and forgiv-
ing, qualitics which philosophers
considered weakunesses instead of vir-
tues; it places every race and cvery
atation as on a level before God, ex-
cept for the tree mercy of God,whose
cLoice has fallen upon one indi-
vidual or one section in preference
to another. Buch doctrines were ac-
ceptable to nohe, anmd yet they are
agzain and again repented and en-
{oreed.

In the teachings of Christiarity,
moreover, ginis alwuys spoken of as
{ransgression agalust God. a contrast
to the idea prevalent among the
Greek philosophers, who taught, ac-
cording to Cicero, that ‘‘the Deity
is nevel displeased, nor does He in-1
flict injury oo man.” (De Offl iii:
28.) God is traced everywhere in
nature, in hislory, in revelation;
and as for men’sacts, they are traCetf
to their very source in the human
heart, and there,if evil, condemned.
Christianity does not content it~
selfl with condemning sin, wien
alreadty committed, like every hu-
man luw; but it condemins the
thought, the iceling, if not pure,
thus striking at the very root of sin.

Well may we. when we rightly
understand these facts, with the theo-
logians exclaim: It must be felt
that the morality of the Gospel is
oot of man, Bad men could not
have taught such truths, and good
men would not have deceived the
people.”

But when we apply this great
truth to the subject under coasider-
ation we reach the same conclugion.
The message delivered by Joseph
the Prophet, like Christianity in its
primitive purity, has peculiarities of
its own, all of which prove it to be
from God.

First of all, let us consider theim-
poriance which thismessagc attaches
to faith. While theologians of the
world either give the pre-eminence
to works, like the Catholics, or like
Protestants, give to faith only a
secontdary place in their system,
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clares, ““Faith is the first principle
of revealed religion, and the foun-
dation of all righteousness.””> He
gives the faith its right place as the
very beginning of the new life, the
foundation of the strueture. Where
had he learnt this? There is not a
theologieal school within the sphere
of our knowledge whleh has dis-
covered this great truth., Men had
for centuries been exhiorted to re-
peut first and theu try to believe, as
il it were possible to produce re-
pentauce without faith, Or, men
were instructed to do good, as ii
works could be meritorious without
taith. Notonly is faith placed in its
right place,.but the definition of it
iz given strictly in_harmony with
ancient revelations. Faith is de-
clared to be the only principle from
which obedience and success ean
flow. In relation to God fajth is,
indeed, a confession of our wenk-
ness and utter inability for every-
thing that is good; and yet, as to
suceess in all things pertaining to
our exaltation and glorification, it
ig omnipotent. (See Doe. and Cov.
Lectures on Fnith?., Now, where
had the vouthful*Prophet this
diseovery taught in the Bible,
but not understood by the world?
Who had pointed this great philo-
sophieal truth out to him? Who
but God?

Noris this all. In the message
delivered  through  Joseph .the
Prophet faith has been estallished
on the only sure foundation ever
given: The Word of God—revela-
tion., This was done at a time
when ahlmost everybody thought
revelation a thing of the past. 0
theologian in the whole wide world
hal discovered the great secret that
faith 1must Le based on a compiuni
cation from God, given not only to
people who belong to antiquity, but
to the individual who is required to
lielieve. Let everybody honestly
investigate the real cause of the
weakness of faith as it exists amo 1z
men. Howit that, notwithstanding
all-powertul preaching, faith is al-
most extinet on earth? It is this,
that people are required to believe
only that which God eaid ancicntiy.
This is the real cause. We areso
construcfed that we cannot by any
force of will take the same lively in-
terest in what happened thousands
of years ago as what happens today;

d de- | nor can we realize in the same way



