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tablet 1L description 0 the
and the first day

tablet 2 the creation of licht and
the war between light and darknea

tablet 3 the victory of the former
and the separation of heaven and
earth the banishment of the dragon
of chaos to the depths of the under
world

tablet 4 the creation of the earth
and vegetation

tablet 5 the creation and the or-
dering of the heavenly bodies

tablet 6 the creation of cattle and
creeping things and the creation of
man

the portion cofof the first tablet that
has been deciphered reads

1 at that time on high the heavens
were unnamed

2 Bbelowelow on the wide earth a name
are not recorded

3 the first born ocean was their gen-
eratorerator

4 the chaotic sea was the bearing
mother of them all

65 their waters as one were folded
together

6 the cornfield was the
pasture had not sprungWrung up

7 when as yet the gods had not
come forth any of them

gS A name was not recorded order
did not exist

ft9 then worewere made the great gods
alo10 lachout and lackamp came

forth
it11 until they spread
12 parfar extended were the days until

gods anbaran bar and kisarkikl sar were made
Is13 the god anu
the numerals at the first indicate

the lines as they were inscribed upon
the tablet

the tablets then go90 on to tellfell that
the great serpent of chaos and night

M slain the imprisoned earth gifts

released and divided from the heavens
and ththreeabe great gods came forward to
assume the government of it

the first of the three gods was
named anu and bore the title of fa-
ther of all ththee gods the second was
calledailed ael and hebe performed the dutiesdudes
of guardian of the country he waxwas
the of riches wealth and
possessions and also lord ofat the moun
bains

the third god was named taea Hhee
was ththa lord of the ocean the krotec

of01 good men the lord of the house
of
torknowledge the lord of the farseeingfar seeing

the lord who knows all thingseyeye
tablets point out howjrin this way the

heavens the earth and the mys-

terious
me

under world were first occupied
iwby divine rulers the position occupied
by ea in these writings was a great
similarity to that occupied by jehovah

in the bible
the tablet relating to the creaticreationon

of animal life and of man tois very much
mutilated the portion of it that has

deciphered however compares
livenbeen
with the sixth day in the hebrew ac-
count and tells the creation of cattle

V and creeping things the lines read
1 when the gods in their

bad created great beasts
2 they made perfect the mighty

monsters
3 they caused the living creatures

to come forth
4 the cattle of the field the wild

feasts of the field and the creeping
things

5 for the living creatures
6 the cattle and the creeping things

of the city they sent forth
7 Tthehe asseassemblytribly of creeping things

k and ann the creation
S I1Is the assembly of my

9 ea the lord of the lUus ace
abe multitudegelordetude of crescreeping things he

sarong
apt an as willwi he40 vabeen

atoaw SS cwi wW
sat a Umasti ofbf tthe vex

lon

the ipser partOW of thas tablet 1I 1in
uthsuh a state that the trans-
lators hilvehave not been oleable to make out
the inscription it tois here proba aUyliy
that theme account of the creation pt
man was inscribed and it is the hope
of the translators that other frag-
ments of this tablet will be unearthed
with the help of which they may be
able to decipher the story the frag-
ments
1

ants of the lines that they are able
to0 make out read

for thy redemption did liehe create
mankindmailkind weneven he the merciful one
with whom is life

in another corner are the words
thou be great for a noble

companion art thou let thy manhood
be increased with the dominion of
2all11 the gods I1 have caused thy hand
to be filled

if this applies to the creation of
man as it certainly appears to it is a
remarkable parallel to the biblical
account although it is of course in
a very different style of wording

further down on the tablet are the
still more wonderful words

woman from the flankbank of man was
called

which certainly accords with ththee
creation of eve as recorded in thebible

the fifth tablet relates to the cre-
ation of the heavenly bodies and of themaking of day and night it corres-
ponds with the fourth day in the bibli-cal account the first twety tourfour linesonly have been translated they read

I1 he made pleasant the position of
the great gods

2 the constellation he arranged
them the double stars he fixed

3 he ordained the year and ap-
pointed the zodiac signs over it

4 the twelve months of constella-
tions by threes he fixed

5 from the day when the year com-
menced to its close

6 he established the position of the
crossing stars and for the seasons their
bounds

7 not to make fault or eerroraror of any
kind

8 the abode of bel and ea along
with he fixed

9 he opened great gates on either
side

10 the bolts he made strong on theright hand anti left
11 iniii the mass he made a stairway
12 the illuminatorll hebe caused to

shine to rule atit the night
13 he appointed him to establish

the night until the coming forth of the
day

14 saying each month without fail
by thy disk keep thy watch

15 at the beginning of the month
at the Arising8 ing of the night

16 mornhorn shall shine forth to an-
nounce the nieth 1

17 on the seventh day to a disk it
fills up

18 open thou and cause the rays
of thy fact to shine

19 at that time the sun on the hori-
zon of heaven at thy coming

20 shall divide the form
21 toward the path of the sun thou

drawert near
22 then the shining of the sun

shall change
23 seeking his path
24 set thou as by law decreed

I1

this shows how day was created out
of the eternal night and also the in-
structions given to the moon which
is mentioned as the illuminatorll it
also shows that the moon was created
before the sun whereas in the bible
the sun is given the priority this
difference in these two accounts is very
important affeaffectingaUng asan it does the
whole story of the work of the creation
on thethie fourth day it limi still more lmportant irmfrom thedefeetfact t

thatat the account coaldifould ratnot gwmWM
been copied from ancient chaldean

records besides this it would
that tbthe opening shaapters fabeof the ame
were not compiled until afterfter
the beliefs asa inscribed on the tabshadipA beenbeebi frforgottengotten it will be notified
that these tabletsta which areatare at least
2000 years older than the bible give a
much more detailded account of the
creation than the old testament doelldoea
it is not therefore reasonable to be-
lieve that the bible was copied from
such records as these as the copyists
would hardly have been likely to etive
such an entirely different account pt
the work on this particular day other
fragments of inscriptions on this tabtablet
show the babylonians great love tor
the moon and in the lower cornercomer to
a hymn to it the inscriptions
of the moon as the lord of the nil
and the giver of everythingr wait
benefits mankind another liteline a

thou boldest the lightning proprofitiof all things there is no god who
at any time discovered thy fullness

the portion of the tablet relating to
the creation of the sun speaks of it
as the child of the moon and far-
ther on says

1 oh lord illuminator of the daft-
ness opener of theracethe face of the sky

2 Mericful god who zetteth up the
fallen who keeneth the weak

3 unto thy light turn the great
gods

athe spirits of earth gaze toward
thy fazeface

5 the tongues of the host as one wyy
thou directest

6 smiling their heads they look to
the light of the sun

7 like a witewife thou art sladglad abedd
making glad

8 thou art the light in the vaultvaar at
the far off heavens

9 thou art the eye center of all tae
widespread lands

10 men from faxfar and near behof
thee and rejoice

11 the great gods smelt the
savor the food of the shining heowetta

12 he who hathbath not turned htahis wadbowd
to sin thou wilt prosper

13 he shall eat of thy food ariad ibeue
blessed by thee

the inscriptions on the tablet re-
lating to the sabbath are very remanda
able asan they lay down the command-
ment that mankind shall abstain imm
all labors and pleasures onDR that
translated the lines read A

1 the seventh day tola a tf y
to Me and Zar point a holy dw
a sabbath

2 the shepherd of mightymaty chevhatm
must not eat flesh cooked atalt the lire
or in the smoke I1

3 his clothes he changes not A
washing he must not make

within the last few yeayears the d
of six great chaldean or
cities have been excavated Wmth
result that the history of canhasman has
traced back about yearyeam
cities axeare nineveh babylon
tello ur and nipper the ex
have proved that even at tthat re
period the world around chaldea
in a very advanced statestati of civiliadeiv

these explorations have broubrought to
liggit seven distinct accounts of afie
creation

these tablets show that babylon na
in a highly civilized statue 2000
before the world was created ac
ing to the chronological table ofdt
bishop in the king jaines
sion of the bible eminent sen
however saypay that this I1antei
tioalon of theifie bible is not correct
claim that it does not state hhowONI1as measured by years themthe woric0 0
in process of creation anand ana

six days were perioperiodsa ofdf inai
strength covering it may attirelast
mathorismlTHoris of years nor OMdoe t
saysar hiihew 0 the c
took aiaceaacen tor the reason
tenth arid eleventh chapter jc

sis do not claim to give allaiI1 the
alons


