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Tablet 1. Description of the precre-
.ative state and the firat day.

Tablet 2. The creatlon of lizht and’

‘the war between ilght and darkness.

Tablet 3. The viotory of the former
and the separation of heaven and
earth the banishment of the dragon
_of ohaos to the depths of the under
world.

Tablet 4. The creatlon of the earth
and vegetatlon.

Tablet 5. The creation and the or-
.dering of the heavenly bodles.

Tablet 6. The creation of cattle and
creeping things and the creation of

an.
m’rhe portion of the firat tablet that
has been deciphered, reads:

1. At that time on high, the heavens
were unnamed.

. 2. Below, on the wide earth, a name
are not recorded.

1. The first-born ocean was their gen-
.erator.

4. The chaotlic sea was the bearing
mother of them all.

5. Their waters, as one, were folded
togetherl,

5. The cornfleld waa unharvested the
pasture had not sprung up.

7. When as yet the gods had
come forth any of them.

5. A name was not recorded, order
did not exist.
“"g. Then were made the great gods.

10. Lachonn and lL.ackamn came

not

forth.

11. Until they spread.

12, Far extended were the days untll

ds An-9ar and Ki-8ar were made.

13. The god Anu.

The numerals at the firat indicate
the lines as they were inscribed upon

he tablet.
N The tablets then go on to tell that
the great serpent of chaos and night
wan plain. The imprisoned earth wha
released and divided from the heavens,
and three great gods came forward to
asaume the government of it.

The firét of the three gods  was
pamed Anu, and bore the title of “Fa-
ther of all the Goda.” The second wasa
- calted Bel, and he performed the duties
. of guardian of the country. He was
the ~establisher of- riches, wealth and
posuessions, and also lord of the moun-

u'lll'jlft; third god was named Ea. He
was the lord of the ocean; the protec-
tor of good men; the lord of the house
of knowledge: the lord of the far-seeing
eye; the lord who knows all things,

In this way the tableta point out how
{he heavens, the earth and the mys-
terious under world were flrst occupled
by djvine rulers. The pogitlon occupled
by Ea in these writings was a great
glmilarity to that occupied by Jehovah
$n the Bible.

The tablet relating to the creation
of animal life and of man {8 very much
mutilated. The portion of it that has
been deciphered, however, compares

-ith the Blxth day in the Helrew ac-
count, and tells the creation of cattle
and ereeping things. The lipes read:

1. ‘When the gods In thelr asgembly
had created great beasts.

2. They made perfect the

sters.
’"5’_" They caused the HVing creatures

¢ forth.

toa_c'?'hme cattle of the fleld, the wild
Leaats of the field, and the crceping
things.

6. For the living creatures.

& The cattle and the creeping things
of the city they sent forth.

7. The assembly of oreeping things
and all the creation.

8. Which Is the nassembly of

family. 5
. E{a, the lord of the illustrious face,

mighty

my

the multitude of creeplng ngs he
made strong.

This inscription, as will be neen,
bears In parts a strong resemluance

£nd a dlssimilarity of the Bibie vei;
*ion.

The lpwer part of this tablet Is In
8uch a mutitated state- that the trans.
lators have not been able to make out
the Inscription. It Is here, probaliv,
that- the account of the creation of
man was inseribed, and it Is the hope
of the translators that other frag-
ments of thig tablet will be unearthed.
with the help of which they may be
able to dectpher the story. The frag-

nents of the lines that they are avle

o make out read:

For thy redemption did he create |
mankind;, even he, the merciful one,
with whom js life.

In another corner are the words:

Mayest thou be great, for a noble
companion art thou. Let thy manhood
be Increased. With the dominion of
all the gods I have caused thy hand
to be filled.

It this applles to the ecreation of
man, as It certainly appears to, It i8 a
remarkable parallel to the Biblical
account, although tt Is. of course, In
a very different style of wording.

Further down on the tablet are the:
still more wonderful words:

Woman from the flank of man was
called.

Which certainly accords with
creation of Eve as recorded
Bible.

The fifth tablet relates to the ere-
atton of the heavenly bodies and of the
making of day and night It corres-
ponds with the fourth day in the Bibli-
cal account, The first twety-four lines
only have been transiated. They read:

1. He made pleasant the position of
the great gods.

2, The constetlation he arranged
them; the double stars he Axed.

3. He ordatned the year and ap-
pointed the zodlac slgns over it.

4. The twelve months of constella-
tions by threea he fixed.

b, From the day when the year com-
menced to Its close.

6. He established the position of the
crossing stars, and for the seasons theip
bounds.

7. Not to make fault or error of any
ki;d.

. The abode of Bel and Ea alon
with hismelf he fixed. i
ig.el-le opened great gates on either
side.

10. The bolts he made strong on the
right hand an8 left. .

11, In the masa he made a stairway.

12. The illuminator he caused to
shine to rule at the night.

13. He appointed him to establish
;he night until the coming forth of the

ay,

14. Saying "each month without fai}
by thy disk keep thy wateh”

15. ""At the beglnning of the month,
at the rising of the night.”

16. 'Horn shall shine forth to an-
nounce the nigth.”

17. "On the seventh day to a disk it
flls up.”

18.."Open thou and cause the rays
of thy fact to shine.”

1%. “At that time the sun on the hori-
zon of heaven at thy coming.”

20. “Shall divide the form."

21, “Toward the path of the sun thou
drawest near.”

22. “Then the shining of the
shall change.'

23. "Seeking hir path.”

24. "Set thou as by law decreed.”

This shows how day was created out
of the eternal night, and also the {n-
structlone given te the moon, which
i#g mentioned as the “illuminater.” It
also showsa that the moon was created
before the sun, whereas in the Bible
the sun {8 given the priority. This
difference in these two accounts la very
jmportant, affeating as it does the
whole story of the work of the creation
on the fourth day. It Is still more im-
portant from the fact that t 1Hustrates
clearly that the aceount could naot have
been copled® from- .ancient Chn.ldgan"

the
in the

sun

records. Besides this,. it would appear
that the opening chapters of the Bible,
were not complled until centuries aftec
the beliefs, us inscribed on the tablets,
had been forgotten. It will be noticed
that thewe tableta which, are.at least
2,000 years older than the Bible, give a
much more detallded account of the
creation than the Old Testament doed.
It Is not, therefore, reasonable to be-
lieve that the Bible was copied from
such records as these, as the copylsts
would hardly have been likely to glve
such an entirely different account of
the ~work on this partieular day. Otker
tragments of Inscriptions on this tablet
show the Babylonians' pgreat love for
the moon, and In the lower corner s
a hymn to it. The inscriptions ‘speak
of the moon as "The lord of the night”
and “The giver of everything that
benefits mankind." Another line saya:

Thou heoldest the lightning, protector
of all things; there s no God who hath
at any time discovered thy fullness,

The portion of the tablet relating to
the creation of the sun speaks of It
as "the child of the moon,” and fur-
ther on says:

1. Oh, Lord, illuminator of the dark-
ness, opener of the face of the sky.

2. Mericful God, who Betteth up the

fallen, who keepeth the weak.

1. Into thy light turn the great
gods.

4. The spirite of earth gaze toward
thy face.

5. The tongues of the host aa one oy
thou directest. 4

6. Smiling, their heads they look to
the light of the sun.

7. Iike a wife thou art—glad and
making glad.

8. Thou art the light in the vault of
the far-off heavens.

9. Thou art the eye center of all the
widespread lands.

10. Men from far and near behold
thee and rejoice. .

11, The great gode smelt the sweset
savor, the food of the shining heaveas.

12. He who hath not turned his head
to ain, thou wilt proaper.

13. He shall eat of thy food and be
blessed by thee.

The inscriptions on the tablet re-
lating to the Sahbath are very remari-
able, ns they lay down the commnnd-
ment that mankind shall abstain from
all labors and pleasures on that day,
Translated, the lines read:

1. The seventh day ls a resting .day
to Merodack and Zarpeint, a holy dzy,
a Sabbath.

2. The shepherd of mighty natiens
must not eat flesh cooked at the fire,
or jn the smoke.

3. His clothea he changes not. A
washing he must not make.

Within the last few years the ruins
of six great Chaldean or Bahylonian
cities have been excavated, with the
regult that the history of man has heen
traced back about 8,000 years. These
citles are Nineveh, Babylon, Sippora.
Telio, Ur and Nippur. The excavations
have proved that even at that remote
perlod the world around Chaldea was
in a very advanced. state of clvilizatiqn.
Thege explorations have brought to
light aeven distinct acounts of the
creation. d

These tablets show that Babylon was
in a highly civilized state 2,000 years
before the world was created, accord-
ingz to the chronological table of Arch-
blshop Ussher in the King James wer-
sion of the Bihle. Emlnent scholars,
however, pav that this Interpreta-
tlon of the Bihle ia not correct. They
claim that it does not state how long.
as measured by years, the world was
in process of creatlon, and that the
aix days” were perlode of indefinite
strength, covering, it may have i
miltions of years. Nor does the' Rikle
say how long ago the creatlon df
took place. for the reason that §
tenth and eleventh chapters of Gemr-
sis do not claim to give all the gensa-
tionsa. -
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