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run forCor ItIt sir cried
6 6

Sheriff TIlle S etet-

IningInng uglier everyer minute
Why dontont you make thenthemth m

I stopstall then cleanI ul themm out stori ird
GeddingsGe wrathfully at the
rabble that surged ju t below them like11

a dirtydirt surf roaring sullenly deepingelec lIllIl-

I
everler nearer

I Riley gavegae ansin expressivee e ur In

tIca Illshis handful of01 men opposed
I to the of rioters

j
A broomboom against the ocean MrI Gad

dingsdingdl l AJ dozen to tooriCO

f You arearc armed arent youou 1

I dings retorted with rising anger
lle nodded unwillingly Our or01or-

ders
I

dersdels aint to shoot Yere here to propro-

tect
pro-

tect
pro-

tect property and lifelire Iff need be but
How areaie youOU going to10 do It without

shooting ifIr those Idiots taketakatal e it Into thetherthe
heads to rush youou crowbars
against could wreck themthth-

IjI whole plant before you would come to

But always cowards and onoonu
volley overoer their headshoods would endsend

I

I them scurrying Get back darndarn youoU

ji thist to the front rankmonk ofor strikers whoyhu
1

t with savage yellsells had begun to presspres
i forward

The shake ofoC hishs listfist andami the cursecurse-
yy were plain language even to10 GreekGreet and

I SlavSin and added fuel to the smoldering
fireire A chorus ofor the worst swears

i

known to the foreigners answered Ged-

dings
Ged

dingsgs and suddenly from somewhere
In timethe crowd an jagged piece ofo slagsla

I

from the dump waswaI hurled and caught
h theUie millionaire Just aboveaboe the earent IIoH
1 staggered underund r the Impact and when I

I he recovered a streakk ofor red showed
I

below his hat brimbrim-
II Fire I tell youou he yelled at the

knot of deputies abutab ut him Fire oror-

I
or-

tt
I

I1 willwil-
lI
will-

AI
I

I A moment he wiltedwalt l whilewhile the sheshorshe-
hh Ifflit hesitated And while he wavered 1

ri
I the with a11 mightymight roar

i
I pressed forward and up tho rising

I ground topped byliy thetho plant Then as
only clubs were forthcoming at his crycr
Geddings pulled his own weapon from
his pocket andancI began firing rapidly
High he aimed and wildly only caringcarin-
gII

I I to frighten these foreign devils away
1

1

from his own person Five quick shots
I

over dodging heads rang out then his
sagging armanti sent a sixth bullet crashcrash-
ing

I 11
logingIn Into the thick ofOC thetho crowd A sudsud-
den

sud-
den

sud-
II den outcry and somo one went down

I Tho rush was Quelled thothe mob half
I doubled on itself and then seemed toto-

mImIII pack In a solid matmass about thomho woundwound-
eded manmoan A fewCew quick foreign comconcom-

mands
com-

mands
q

mands and the ranks thinned to allow
I room for the lifting of the Inert bodybod

Ii But at sight ofor blood another angry
I

I roar went up and thistills time the rushmush
up thetho bank was concerted determined

An empty revolver and a halfhalt dozen
frightened deputies offered slight propro-

tection
pro-

tection
pro-

tection to who alone seemed
thothe object ofot his mens hate he must

11 run forto I It nownonno Ho ducked another
t

m
missile sprang through the little ofof-

ficeI fleefice gate across thothe yardard along the
i narrow gagegago track and reached the

dump It descended steep as a nounmounmoun-
tainI

I thintain cliff black Jagged in places stillstill-

I
hotliot and smoking from timethe molten slag

I

but he dared not tarrytarl He ran leapleap-
eded and slid down the side his great
bulk rakingmaking the Impact of thothe sharp

a slag torture to hisWs tender flesh and at
f 1 last breathless and hatless reached

hisIlls automobile
I

I
The precious seconds demanded byb

I cranking heho grudged cursing thetho chutchut-
ter

chut-
tertertel of the engine that announcedannounce his
whereabouts to thothe angry mob Ho
cranked wildlylIdl once twicetwi tho engine

1 died on him but thothe third timelimo thetha
machine answered the wheel and leapleap-
ed

leap-
ed

lea-
pI

I ed forward
BackBaek of Geddings layla the town where

were home protection and anaJi armyarm ofo

I
henchmen who could help lightIght thisthi s
Insensate mob But back of him tooI layla thothe crowd of strikers No help forfotit loudlead where It mayilia he must take the
road ahead

I Stragglers on thetime outskirts of the
1 crowd caught sight of him first andpassedpassel the wordwOId But tho gamegalliC of

had already so enonen-
grossedgrossed the most of them that they

I continuedd to hurl themselves forward
not knowing whywh nor whither only
that tho manplan in front was doing thotime

Il same ByB thothe time they sensed the factI that theirtheil quarry had backed on themti mom
I

mI and was fleeing byb another route Ged
dings had timetiro for a good start andonly a cloud ofoC sooty dustdusl told where
ho sped But after that cloud of dustI the packDack wasWag soon In fullCull cryCI

H Farther and farthertarther he left them
until no sign ofot pursuerpurmer dotted thoth
road then and only then did Geddings

I
II slack up and take note ofot his Barsursur-

roundings
1

i Back of him thothe smelter layla snuggled
I

against tho mountain Its hugehugo stacks f
I belching black smoke against thetho barbar-

ren
bar-

r
ff-ronr ronroll cliffstiffs Alongside It tho concenconcon 1

utilizing the natural terraces
sprawled down the steep hillside On
thothe Hatflat layla bunkhouses the company

l store saloons and poolrooms
ing from thothe fiatflat like the spokes ofot a

4
wheel werewele gullies along whose tiny

I 4 streams were strung thothe shacks ofor thet
I married workmen Tenlen miles to thothuthu-

I4 II
I eastcast layIll thetho big town with Its handhantlhand-

some
hand-

somesomeeo me homes built tramfrom the proceeds
ofot thisth and similar camps

11 one chance for safety wasWItS
I to be within tho boundaries of that

i I
same town Instead he found himself
headed up one ofot the gullies on a viliIiI-

II
road whose grade now he hathadonce lefteft the Hatflat wasseas Impossible forany machine to ilenegotiate Besides thotheearlycarl dusk of midwinter wasWag swiftly

fallingfailing making progress more difficult
moreInure dangerous at every turn while
with the icyIc breath that swept down
timethe gulch came a few featheryfeather flakesHakes ofof-

u
u

I snowsn
I climbed numbly from hishis-

car
his-

carcar turned hishili fur collar up aboutaboul
hishh tingling earscars and set out reluctantreluctant-
lyI ly on foottoot Mingled with hishR fear of
his pursuerslIu and iagorno at pursuit
waswa a fierce resentmentre that Providence
could sofco cruellyentell desserttle rt a favorite ofI

fortunefortuno nodandnm eastcast him adrift on ChristChrist-
mas

Christ-
mas

Christ-
masmas eveee whenwh n by all that was decent
and fitting hohe should have been safesafo
within the sacred portals of his own
mansion warm well fed well servederedby attendants who neverneer went onOIL
strike

Butnut cursing only wasted his breath
t heho found and soonroan heho could spare none

for tho road narrowing Into aII trailtroll
struck suddenly up the hillside with onan
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abruptness not calculated to Increase
the comfortC of thetime fugitive
Heno puffed from thetile unusual exertion
hislabs Increasing desire for rest met byby-

tho
bby-

thethothe increasing necessity for haste as
shownehon by the angryangl sounds that rose1080
menacingly from the flatfiat belowbetow him
SoonSeen thothe storm began to take on thothe
character of a11 blizzard half blotting
out thetho landscape and completely obob-

literating
ob-

literating thothe trailtralL HoHe was stumbling
blindlyblind along neither knowing nor carcar-
Ing

car-
In

car-
ingIngIn whither when suddenly an bright
light flared up from the foottoot of the hullhill
causing himhim to leap like aQ cornered rabrab-
bit

rab-
bit

rab-
bitbit behind an opportune boulder From
thistills coign of vantage ho looked caucau-
tiously

cau-
tious

cau-
tiously down and saw thothe reason forfor-
thethothe Illumination worth of autoauto-
mobile

auto-
mobilemobilemoblie wasWIS goinggohl up in smoke and
flame the Peerless mademado a prettyPrett bonbon-
fire

bon-
fire

bon-

firefire In the light thetime black
figures moving about thetho blazing car
seemed to dance like goblins around a

fire
Geddings was half congealed with

cold byb the time thothe light died down
and holie was safesafo to venture from his
hiding place The vague Tuna ofor scatscal-
ing

scal-
inging the mountain andnd reaching town byb
that route was soon abandoned as the
snow grow thicker more blinding ThenThen-
aa11 faint point of light just ahead pierced
the gloom and showed himWm aa tinytin cotcot-

tage
cot-

tagetagetago hugging thothe hillhlll evidently onoone oforor-

thethe shacks ofor the married workmen
who preferred the open gulches to the
crowded quarters on thothe flatHat Feeling
his way towards it Glo managed
to reach a0 leanto in the rear Like a
thief ho tried thothe door asM silently asna
his numbed lingersIngers could manage thothe
task Then not suspecting the few
steps Just within ho plunged down
them with sickening rapidity

man Hold yerer noise na
womans voice admonished him In a
sepulchral whisper The lads Is all In
therethOle and OlveOlvo been this long
tope with yer duds hats kep ye

Tooroo bruised and dazed to speak GedGed-

dings
Ged-

dings
Ged-

dingsdings layIll where ho had fallen remainremain-
ing

remaIn-
Ing

remain-
inging so still that alarm finally seized
the woman sheBile grasped thetho candle
and approached him

Hurt Mickey agin She
held up theth sputtering light and peered
down at him anxiety and reproach
equally mingled In her voice Then
as the grimy frightened face of Ged

met her eyesees she gave a smoth-
ered

smoth-
ered

smoth-
eredered cryCl and backed awayaWI

WhoTho arr yoo What yeyo dolndoin herohere
shoshe cried

Hide me gasped Geddings withwithin thothe
breath that remained to him

after me burned mym
automobile they mean to kill mema Ill
paypl you anything youou ask IfIC hide
me away anywhere quick

The uwords were a0 jumble ofot fear and
pain butbul MaryMar InIn-

the
in-

thethetho ways of her nodded un-

derstandingly
un

agin I know
cmemem Up wid ye then and git lateInto

theseth se Hickeys selfsel was tavotave warn
em but yellyeH mak a good Santy port

lIke and Jolly
ShoSilo chuckled delightedly and heldbeld out

what appearedap aled to be a bunch ofor bright
red rags Struggling painfully to his
feet Geddings seized upon thothe mass
eying with puzzled dismay thothe nonde-
script

nonde-
scrIpt

nonde-
scriptscript garment vainlyaln seeking a modomode
of Ingresss into thothe thing

Over yerer head wid ut and wiggle
Tho kids is fer SantySant ClausGlaus andand-
II see where they come yoyee Ifit yoye0
dont hustle novelDowl

With her assistance Ge wormed
into timethe affair It was ofor the
material known as with
trimmings ofat somosome fluffy white stuff
that clung In knobs overoer the surface
Made foror a slenderer man its meager
proportions were a tight lit fortor Ged

ponderous frameframo But gazing
on him with satisfaction Mary j

ejaculated Dist thothe finger for01 SantySant I

praise bebe-

It
be-

It
be-

ItIt was with a positively Joyous air
that she Jammed on to Illshi headhand a cap
with false gray hair appended thereto
and fastened about hishi chin a0 curly II-

whiteWhite beard But when siteshe began to
apply to hisIlls sacred nosonose an coat ofot
greasy red paint Geddings protested

What the deuce hohe sputtered
but all to no avail

SandySantySant has the redrell nose bcbe
gorraSOl and yer ownawn
know yee so grin and bearr ut man I

ils1111 Saint Nicholas In tho fleshllesh yo arrarearr-
A

arr-
A

are-
AA wild clamor in thothe next loom sudsud-

denly
sud-

denlydenly rent the airall and thothe door shook
under a violent knocking

TheTho Impatient bless emcm
Go now talk In yetyer noseno like and
shakohalco yerer bellybell often were the womwom-
ans

wom-
ansans asruI sho shoved him toto-

wards
to-

wardswards the door and mademado her own exit
through a window

A chorus ofor delighted shrieks greeted
appearance asa he stood on

thothe threshold blinking with unfeigned
amazement For nar moment ho could
not movemoe gluedslued to thothe spot by an emoemo-
tiontion hohe could not have explained but
which waswaR undeniably

Inside tho little lowlov room a crowd
of towheaded youngsters gapedgap d Inhim dede-
lighted

de-
lI

de-
lightedlightedlI wonder atnt thetho apparition Repe-
tition

RepeRepe-
tition never dulled thothe splendor ofoC this
yearlyearly ceremony nornOl robbed thetho mythmythimythi-
calcalcat figurefiguro ofor Itsts mystery and charmcharm
The room was thothe meanest of Its kindkInd-

ll

it
4

bare plasteredun uncarpeted but shinshin-
Ing

shin-
ing

4

IngIn with cleanliness and Just now gaysasa-
ttI In Christmas decorations green from

thetime hills and strings ofat popcorn In
one corner stood a diminutive ChristChrist-
mas

Christ-
masmas tree a miserable dwarf rearedrear d InIn-

the
in-

thethetho sulphurous atmosphere of these
hills sagging under

knobbyknobb bundles and here and there
sending out tinytin sparks ofot light from
candle ends runghunghUll precariously on the
tips ofor branches In the middle of thothe
room thetho bravebrae In yellow
oilcloth decorated tooloo in greens layla
set fortor sesc n mush and milk and
steaming thothe Christmas
spread

Only thetime stimulus of fearear nerved
GeddIngs finallyfinall to assume the char-
acter

charchar-
acter

char-
acteracter of his disguise He had faced
the turbulent mob ofot foreigners with
moremoro courage than helie felt in thetho prespres-
ence

pres-
ence

pres-
enceence of these credulous eyes ofot
childhood But perform he must WithWith-
a

lth-

aa superlative effort heho shook off his
diffidence together with his dignity
and began to playpIa thothe role1010 ofo kind
and Santa

j With unsuspected talent he developed
thothe part buriedburled his natural voiceolee Inhim

thothe deep stentorian tones of thothe villains
ofor melodrama and playfully disported
his generous allotment of avoirdupois
according to the directions ofot thothe
motherlymother All his effortseffort
were applauded noisily appreciated byby-

the
bby-

thethe brood ofot lively and GedGodGed-
dIngs

God-
dingsdIngs was progressing splendidly
when therethero suddenlysudden1 came shouts fromflom
without and several quick raps on thothethe-
doordoorJoor

Down wid ycyee now Give emcm a rearrear-
view

rear-
viewview while OlOh go head thim offoft NeverIverIver-

eyee letet on an kapokape up thetho funtun whiswhis-
pered

whis-
pered

whis-
pered MotherIother to Geddings asa s7
shesho made her waywa stoutly to thetho door
and opened to a black figfig-

ures
fig-

ures
fig-

uresures stamping thotime cold andamid snow from
their feetteet

An Is ut now yeroyoro afteraCter dolndoin
here a harmless mite o
fun this Christmas aveare she demanddemand-
eded ofor the six mutemuto foreignforeign-
ersers arraigned before her Mary
was among thothe smelter
hands foror strength ofot muscle as well
as firefiro of tongue AnyAn woman who
could keep MickeylIeke In hand
must necessarily be of the Amazonian
type

Well an Is ut an Invitation In yeroero
waltinwallin ferfee shesho scoffed her voice
tinged with scorn for everyeer foreign
tongueton le among themtheta

One burlyburl Greek his dark eyesces narnar-
rowed

nar-
rowed

nar-
rowedrowed with a slysl purpose sidled In
past thetho belligerent figurefiguro of
wife to scan the Interior ofot the cabin
No suspicious traces were visible All
he saw was a fattat St
Nicholas sprawled grotesquelygrotesque on allnil
fours thothe strained almost to
thetho splitting point andamI live rollicking
little endeavoring to play
leapfrog overoer his well padded frametriune

In response to a fewew unintelligible
syllables from the interested spectator
timethe rest ofo tutetheo Greeks trudged apolo-
getically

apoloapolo-
getically In past Mrs and stood
watching thothe curious proceedings for
what seemed an unconscionably longtonglong-
time

long-
timetime to Geddings Finally after afewa ew
more ejaculations from their leader
theythe turned away content to seekseck their
victim elsewhere

An lis about tope yesez were gettin
on wid mome holdin thothe door this
tin minutes TakeTako yer muddymudd feet off
peremptorily commanded theth disdainful
housewife an gutgit out o o
folks as common enough to
thothe English tongue 1 YoTo
Inln

Silent before her unmistakable dedode-
nunciation tho last Greek wasWll slouchslouch-
Ing

slouch-
Ing

slouch-
ing

1
Ing dejectedly out when she unex-
pectedly

unex-
pectedly

unex-
pectedly assisted3 him over thetho thresh
hold with a vigorous spat of her hand
otterafter which she closed thothe door withwith-
aan bangbanSbang-

ttP ThereThero Thim sootysoot is went
anaim yorovoreere safo But shoshe warned

i therestheros Mickey yetyot to comeconic an IfIr hoho
strikes home wid a mottomite o0 rum arrnnarr-
a

nn-
a

an-
aa bit o thothe in him an gets on toto-
yeye there wont bobe enough o yo leftleCt
to saysa a prayer when hohe gutsgits through

on to tho vittles children
to ate Fill up allII thothe imply

places yesez benhen forfer a wakewak anoln
dont forgit to feedteed thetime cat Mo an
Saint Nick has to go out and harness
up thim reindeers but bebo back InIn-

a
In-

n
in-

aan bit Sit up
Needing no further urging thothe crowd

ofot towheads crowded about thothe table
while Geddings puffing afteraCter his viovio-
lent

vio-
lentlent gymnastics yetet touched by thothe
homelyhomel goodbrood spirit that reigned In thetho
gulch cottage followed Itshis benefactress
out Into the night

Where where arearc wo going hehc
breathlessly Inquired doubting thetho exex-
pediency

ex-
pediency ofot leavingleasing his formertanner refuge
asns helie saw her strike abruptly up tho
hill that rosorose Just back of the househouse-
aan snowy hill whosowhose white heights
seemed to fadefado vaguely into timethe mistymist
clouds of thetime clearing sky

To a kind av cavecaO lettin Into thetho
mountain nas3 thetho children Iniii
their playpia complacently answered illshiscompanion

Heavens Wontont I freeze gloomily
as he stumbled up the trail

Ol01O dont expect so was thotime reccassuring answer not so could a0night Times thothe honorhomo Is notwarnswarm enough fortel want o OlOt

I

thotime up here to play
wannerwarmer about oaOJ rob-

bers
robrob-

bers
rob-

bersbers thenthan about a could room
Great Scott Geddings

WhyWh dont youou useuso coal and keep
warm

Theres Ien av us meme-
an

me-
an

me-
anan MickeyMicke anun thetho not countcount-
ininht timethe cat and coal shin dollar thothethe-
tonton this dayua and but a toto-
bo

to-
bo

to-
bebobe gotJot at i thetho smelter concisely
summed up his protector OIvoOlvo hearn
tolltell as how thehe boss burns shin ton
thetho month to kapo an wanwon but his
own fatat body warm And therestheros my
Jamie wid his precious noseno e frostedvery1131 winterwimer rolar

was silent
Doubtless hell have that much moremoromoro-

toto burn In ho dies ruminated
MaryDial comfortingly as18 shesho lentlont
herhem largo gaspp to assist the unknown

followed cogitating thothe matmat-
ter

mat-
ter

mat-
terter ofor the Smelter wage Thus quietly
presented Its appeal waswa Infinitely
moremoro forceful that If It had been ex-
pounded

exoxex-
poundedpounded byb a smug
or howled at him byb an unruly mob

Perhaps the boss Is not exactly
bad atnt heart he suddenly suggested

Perhaps heslies merely obstinate andund
thoughtless

An docsdoes that change the price o
coal on thetw longIon shifts an the
wage she quizzed Nonono
thothe own hearthearl Look there
Turning in front of thetho spectral looking
holeholo that opened Into thothe hillside shesho
spread herhel arm almost grandlygrandI to InIn-

dicate thothe hideous smelter darkening
the horizonhorl on to the south westyest YoYe
see that groatJ T at black ugly thing full o0
cinder an smoke an fire an accident
Its that is like hisimis heart

as thothe veryver Iron in his slagsing
pots

Geddings breathed hard So this was
thotime thing lieIre represented to his men
Never fromrom his college daysdas when his
fellowsfellos fawned on himhim to keep within

P thetime circle ofot hislilt patronage and treatstreattreat-
onU on through thetime days when he reigned

r in au mansion of selfish bachelorhood
acquiring evereer greater stores ofor unun-
utilizedutilized wealthwc th with a dozen servants
answeringe his call andd a few unsatis-
fying

unsatis-
fyingI socialfaNfriendsI to pay himhim n further
homage had hohe heard aL bit of unun-
mitigated

un-
mitigated

un-
mitigatedmitigated truth about himself until
now And he had neverneer dreamed that
thetime truth could have so keen an edge

It was with humbled spirit that ho
crawled into the low forbidding mouth
ofat thothe cave self mistrust mingling
oddly with In his startled concon-
sciousness

con-
sciousness To bobe suresuro thothe prospect
wasas most uninviting this damp cold
isolation on Christmas EveEe while thothe
fire burned brightly in his
cosy den at homohome hardlyhard appealed toto-

one
to-

one
to-

oneone of his pampered style of living
Moreover thothe revelation ofor hisills own
Iniquity to which holIe hadhind just listened
added mentalmen tat distress to his physical
discomfort

But MrsMss soon Interrupted his
moment of Introspection

Its goodbye forfer now she said
cheerilych cell an be back ferfor ycye when
Mickey goes on the midnight shift

But theres a strike on Geddings
objected there mayma bebo no midnight
shiftshirt

OhOhm well nilall wan wid MickeyMcke
Hell makemalte a shift o his own at wan
or o timethe saloons thenthon NIver
yoyeo fear ItsILs niverner a his bed
will seeseo himhum this night ButBut turning
fortor a final Inquiry was it startstart-
ed

start-
eded themtherm hotheads yeyc Was it
wan avas1 the men yoyeO hit wid auty
mobile bellko It makessnakes a furyfur inin-
thethothe o0 thothe menmen thesethes autino
bileblie

Noo replied Geddings cautiously
It was a little at thothe smelter

OnoOue ofo thothe menmon throw a0 piecepicco ofor slag
which struck me on thetho head And
threwthrow something hackback all Then
theythe chased me

was fastebbing away He saw himself
ing to confess accurately the occuroccur-
rence

occur-
rence

occur-
rencerence at the yards or01 to
his own identity HeHo found himself dede-
pendent

de-
pendent

de-
pendentpendent upon a woman ofot thothe dependent
class forfOl safety foror lifelire perhaps andhitherto It hadharl been his proudest boatboasttthat thothe lives ofoC moromore than a thousand
men layla In his own keeping His con

In himself and hisimis proud polposi-
tion

posi-
tiontion was considerably shaken But
crouching humbly In the mouth ofot the
caveeave hohe suddenlysudden became awareaward ofot thothe
humor ofor his predicament Sidney GodGedGod-
dings

d
dIngs mining magnate and copper kingking-
aa fugitive Santa Claus In

ByB GeorgeGeorte Id makemako a peach ofoC a
cartooncartoons hoImo murmured but his smileat thotime reflection was moromore rueful than
amused

MaryIary mademado quick work ofot tho
return Journey to her cottage ShoShe
found herhor two younger children having
stuffed to their utmost capacity asleep
at tho tablelable while timethe other boys
played a noisy gamesame ofot tag about thotilO
room

To bedbcd to bed leeryIveryIer wanwon av ez this
or shurspur an niver bobebo-

back
bo-

back
be-

backback to fillnil yeryel OffOft wid er
shootsshoos and hanghan er on thothe
lino bathback o0 thetime stove ready ferfor

Mother heldheid up a
silencing finger There corneacomes somo
wanun now Doubtless UsIs yeter father
an latolate hohe is forfer supper NowNo goodgood-
night

good-
nightnight to IvoryIvery wanwarr ava bo off

ThereThoro was a scattering to bedbcd TimeThe
smallest toddling Clarence MrsMra

was Just tucking In on thetime anan-
cient

an-
cient

an-
cient sofa by thetire stovestoe when thotime apap-
proaching

ap-
proaching

ap-
proaching stepsstops reached thothe door and
knock followed knock in rapid succes-
sion

SUCce-
ssion

succes-
sionsion until shoshe opened

It was not tho expected husband
Instead there stood two ofot the Irish
hands at the smelter who
when confronted byb Mrs
teemed suddenly struck dumb

Is ut as yer a up
through the snow somo fresh
mischief bobe bound I laIs ut
yer nether shesho demanded
Irate at their speechlessness Will

ez comecomo In OlmOm askin ez or will
bobe gettin aI bit farther out sos OlOi

kin shut thotime door
Despite herhor exasperation therethero wasurns

no answering movement or explanation
from her countrymencountrymon

Well dish taketako yes annn If Its Mickey
yoro aether Us at wan av thetime
saloons he may be found tho Athens
or timetho Parthenon likeUko as not

At this one ofor the pairpall was embold-
ened

embold-
enedened to speak Its at tho hospital
we be MickeylIckey this night

that ye sayslY as took yoyeee-

threethree hours to gitt said Mickey at the
hospital sick is ut man gutgit
thothe rest said quicker or01

ThereThoro was a on mum
But Mickey

and some wan throwthrew a bit o
slagBlag atnt the boss

ButDutDut-
An
But-
AnAn tho boss pulled his gun and

fired
An shot nyn Mickey Oh the fiend

to hurt mome darlin An then to comeconicup hereherc to me Sho choked with grief
and rage

HoHe came did heheanan which waywa diddialdid-
IeheIe go WereTore him well gutgit himhintyetet Which waywadodo ye13 know

I knowkno replied Mary
dazedly gazing with burning eyes
through the open door YlaYllII know

TimeThe men waitedsalted expectantly Shefume
hesitated feeling desperately about fortor
herhor decision
til

wondering wavering unun-
til

un-
til

IeIs them his tracks back o0 thetho house
nnan up thothe hillhi naked
friend

She leaped to a decision NoNonono
shesho liedled breathlessly ts across ththe
gulchJulch holie10 went by Terrence Murphys
house to the north

TheTho pursuers turned awayawa In the didi-

rection
di-

rection
1

she had pointed while Maryary
stood fixedly watching them

disappear from sightRight
MotherIother o Maryal she cried aloud

Mickeyleko me darlin me own ho waswas-
and wawas-
andand him as did the has to
reckonreelon wid me ThenThon head andati hearthearlheart-
burning

heart-
burningburning with elemental wrath she
walked resolutely to the cornercorer ofot thetho
room seized hickeys gun from behind
thetho stove andnd closing the cabin door
stalked militantly upimp thetho mountain to
the caveeCO that concealed the fugitive
the same man this fugitive but now an
enemy In that his affront was personal
to her and hershers-

AA little laterInter stillsti patientpatient-
ly

patent
lyI endeavoring to reconcile himself and
his posturepoturo to several hours moremoro of01
discomfort waswa startledstarted byb an unex-
pected

unex-
pected

unex-
pected shadow darkening thothe mouth of
the cavecae But Instantly recognizing
the outlinesoutInes of MaryIal tall figfig-

ure
fig-

ureurure he stretched his cramped limbs
with a relieved sigh So youve comocomecom-

forfor me already
OleOlve comeconic shehe answered grimly
to killki yeyc

started back the words hadhahardly theth ring of a Jest
giveghe ye tome forferer a prayer sheRhe

continued inInthethe same grimgm tone
tho saints know allal the masses yoye
cud pay fer save yer black
soultoul But If yeroyere goin to praypra behe
quick about It waste no tonne
on ye

Look herehero cried Geddings stillstill-
more

still-
moremore amazed than frightened Whathat
havehe you got against me Ive a right
to know before youOU turn that gun onon-

nemene
again ArrArc yee sham allnlthrought rough behind my skirts

andamI wid mym babes killkill-
In klkill-

inIn their father Her voice began toto-

rise
to-

rise
to-

riserise hysterically at thotime last words
Killing their father Geddings

could only repeat dazedly
MyY Mickey she walled
Hes not dead Forgetting danger

in his anxiety Gedding stepped out
of thotime shadow and seized thothe womans
arm
armAvAv coursecourso hes dead shot they said

and byb yee yee hypocrite
She wrenched herself away from him
and fingered her gun wildly

Have you seen himhm Geddings perper-
sisted

per-
sisted

per-
sisted trying to quiet her by his own
calm

No no but heslles at thetho
hospital hero niver a soul Is cared
ferfor An ye ye rather
shoot aaman thanthau raise a miserable
wagenagea e

Listensten helie commanded YouYOl
dont understand ItI a regular
strike tho men organize or sendsend-
a

nd
a delegate to demand a raiserase TheyThe
Just stopped work got drunk and then
stood around yelling like demons I
would not have known what they wantwant-

ed
want-

ed
want-

eded If theythe had not marked up tho
fences with chalk In
bighi figures scrawled everywhere When
I got thetime sheriff and some deputies out
there to keep order thetho men began to
abuse me TheTe sheriff was an punypun
thing have herded sheep andand-

II had to protect myself I Just shot
offofof mym gun to frighten thetho mob I

Intend to hit anybody GedGe-
dding

Ged-

dingsdingsding feltfel his anticlimax
But yoye0 hit my MickeyHickey
But I can help him better alive than

dead and you and thetime children tootoo-
fIfIrf youl Just boho sensible Put AwayAWa

yourour gun andan keep the men off mome
while I set things right There arearc
woreworse men In theth world than Sidney
Geddings Mrs

ProveProvo utut shesho criedcred
Then comeconic withwih meinc to thetime Emer-

gency
EmerEmer-

gency
Emer-

gencygency hospital Ill havehae your husband
taken to thetho best surgeon in the cityetAnd timethe men shall havehae their raise
Come we must hurryhuro

But thetho armarraI readyread to
chew yoye0 up shoshe objected fearing nowno
for thetho recent victim of her deadly ragerge

TheyTimeyTl-e willwi nevernovel know me In these
togs and with youOU They willwi taketake-
mo

take-
momome for oneono ofot thothe numerous Santas
larking aboutabouL WoTO must risk It

Still carrying thothe gun Mary
trudged like the kingkin ofor France down
the hullhillhi again with her gailygl costumed
companion mute beside herhel But
though holie had nothing to saysa Sidney
Geddings was doing some ofor thotime hardhard-
est

hard-
est

hard-
estest thinking hebo had overever donedono in his
lifeIlfe lieIIo felt as IfI holie had just been
jostled from a dream that had lasted
fromflom his cradle days Rude is5 thetho
awakening was he felt that it was thetho
first timetithe heho had everover touched Reality
and somehow hohe had no desire to sink
back Into slumber

DuringDuringthe long walk down timethe gulch
andad across the flatlat hishi mind worked at
fever heat so that neither coldhet nor
fear could chillchi himhm nor fatigue dismay
hisis newly aroused spirit They passed
butut few stragglers oldcold and darkness
had evidently cooledced thetime wrath of thetho
explosive foreigners and only good
natured raillery greetedted thothe appearance
ofot thetho odd pairlr

They found Mickey In the
hands ofot an badly frightened doctor anan-

IMIII D so new that the Ink on his diplodiplo-
mama hadhahardly hadb time to dryrrHow Is yourur man Geddings asked
shortlyshort entering unannounced withUlU-

larheels
Maryar following sturdily at his

TheThoho youngoung physician lost his looklok of
distress in oneono ofoC amazement This red
nosed clown spoke InIn-

a
in-

aar tono ofoC curtcu authority Under hishi
glance
disguise

GeddIngs stiffened forgetting hishiahi
ImIm Sidney GeddIngs youngyoun man

and this IsI youroupatientspatents wife WeveTOVO
both an perfect right to be here and you
willwl please answeranwer every withwith-
out wihwith-
outout delaydela Is ho badly injured

ThoThe youngJoung man parriedpied I cant justdustsaysa ho began professionally when
Geddings gave one ofor his roars

Then whyh youou au doctor here
who cancn ssasayay

ThoTime physician paledpae IveIve telephoned
for one and for an ambulanceit
should have beenen herohere longlon ago

Can ho boRioI moved 7 Geddings asked
shortly

He must bobe wevewove no conveniences
herohere foror so

So It is serious WhoresWheres thetime tolotelo
phone

The doctor Indicated it and G
seized timethe receiver Whenhen he turned
after delivering himself of a dozen stocstocatto orders hohe foundround Mary11 on
her knees beside her husbands col-

Is
coLcot

MIsIsIH utat badb Mickeyloke shoshe whispered
MoIe finishfish Mary

That wasW L allal no moan no outcry
from either ItIwas GeddingsGeddingwho mademaethothe only audible soundMund IfI this man
dieddiedwhatliat would Sidney Geddings bebe-

The
be-

TheThe next quarter of urrun hour lived In1memory as timethe hardest
moments of hishI life Henemoment pacedpace thotime floornoor
in a fevertover ofor impatience withuntil thotime honk
ofor an automobile outside told him that
his orders to defy allni thetime speed regularegula-
tions

regula-
tions

regula-
tions in thetime county had been obeyed toto-

II

I1

the letter Into the big Limousine he 1
m

and the physicianph carried Mickey and
then thetime fourfoul ofoC them worewerere whirled
throught h spacespa to St LukesIukes In tho city
Once therothere thotime wounded man was put
Intonto the handshans of a11 great surgeonBurgeon and
againn the waiting began for the pairpall
whom chance hadhind mated byb a common
fear

felt something tighten hor-
ribly

horhor-
ribly about his heart when finally ua

nursenure came withnIthwih news
HeHo dared not look atlt MaryIary
aridandId breabreathedthed hardhad as thothe youngoung woman
mademae her announcement

Dr Homer sayssas to tell Mr11 Geddings
that the patientpatent Iss5not hurt
and with good care willwi be back ulat I
work In a week or two

Did holie hear aright asked I

her to sayay ita tillallal over againa n But oven ii-

then
1

then her explanation wasWa less enlight-
eningeningonn than MaryIary thankful
sob Holy saints praiseprIse behe I

If thetime copper king feltIt suddenly faint
ifiCitIwasWIS hardlyhard to boho wondered at I Jr
coldco anxiety henhungerhunerer and hadhd
warred with each other for hours hindml I

now nilallal shared thetime victoryIctor overOCI hish 9

weakened forces HelieIe collapsed Into a
chairchair-

ItIt was MaryIary whoho gaveEave or-

ders
or01or-

dersdersdeIs to timethe trained nurse TinTI a mite
o0 winewino hes Hes beeneln

about allal ItsHs wore ItIt-
ououtou hee Iss

The mitete o winowinewin dueldidld Its workw rk and I

found himself again
Thorho nurse showed them out hiding

her amusement at the oddol figurefigur whowile
bore himself1 with such tremendous digJgdig-
nity

dig-
nity Iniii spite of a painted nose false
boardbeard and the costume ofof a ln

MerryMeI Christmas shesho called after 4

the departing pair but the absorbed
happy couple diddd not hear her-

The

herher-

The

her-

TheThe tiredtre clerkscark ofo the biggest toytoy-
shop

to ii-

shopshop In were just prepar-
ing

prepar-
Ing

prepar-
inging to swathe the counters In their

when theythe were halted
bylJ thothe entrance of the oddest pairpa r ofo

I
r ir

shoppers the place hindhadhal held that dayla ti
y

Santa Claus himself red of nosenos white m

of beardberd fat and ruddyrudd took the lead
while illshis companion taltat
and the marks of tolltol In formfonn I

and fist followed In happy bewilder-
ment

bewilderbewilde-
rmentment

TheTe weary proprietor waswagalvanized
Into newnow lifolife when Saint Nicholas bebe-

gan
be-

gangan to give orders and dispatched aII-
smalsmallsmal armyany ofoC cashcosh boysbe to the base-
ment

basebase-
ment

ba o

ment to replenish the excxex-

hausted ehausted stock ofor thetime establishment
BallsBals marblesmarble tops flyingfi machinesmaines
sleds stuffed rabbits and woollywoly dogs
thatHut squeakedto saysy nothing ofor silsil-

vered
ssil-

veredvered cherubs goldensolden ballsbals and tinsel
angelsangesange 8 foror thetime tree the portlyporty saint
demanded until thetho whole force ootfhind
clerks was forced to pitchpich In undnl hethelpp

autoauto-

mobile
auto-

mobile
carrycarr the bundles to thetho waiting
mobilemobie paused at lastla t He stillstil
clung to his disguise hav-
ing

havhav-
ing

haha-
IningIn no desire to furnish material forfor-
the

for-
the

for-
thethe ubiquitous newspaper reporter who
would undoubtedlyundoubtedI have found a rich
storyston in this adventure of thet e CopCop-

per
Cop-

per
Cop-

perper KingKin To himself he owned that
heliehowas having thetime time of his life
but heme had comocome finallyfally to the point
where his memorymemo of hishi
treasurestreasure was exhausted He stopped
a moment to ponder what did boysbos
play withwih nowadays anywayanway Turning
to questionqueston the mother of five10 ofor them
hohe found her absorbed In watchingIn thothe
gyrations ofot anwonderful enen-

gineginelne that whirled about a diminutive
track In thetho

MaryIary raised a pairpar ofor wist-
ful

wist-
fulful yetot apologetic eyes MyIy Jamie Is
that fond o0 engnes MickeylIcke letlot himWm
ride In the cab wan daydaInIn the littleItethat hauls the yoye
mind and thetho byb did ask the most In

questions
Wrap itt up said with a

wave ofoJof his hand
What else maam heho asked sursur-

veying
sur-

veying the dishevelled counters In annn j

effort to discover something still that J
might appeal to masculine tastestaste

Seems to bebo nothing leftlefbut dollsdols II-

ToTo his surprise thetho look MaryIan 1

turned upon the bisque babies I

with their round eyes and flaxen curls
was limitfullful ofot unutterable yearningearn ShoShe j

was simple as a child and a childs I t
passion for dolls showed In her hungry j
eyes

But youveoue no girls de-

murred
dede-

murredmUTed though shehe had saidId nothing f
HerHor liplp trembled NoNonono only

mo foolishness
TakeTako yourour pick was

reply to this and then as he saw a I

protest forming onomm her lips holie bent and
Insinuated Dont you knowkow somesame lit-

tle
litlit-

tle It I

tlete girlIrl to give It toto-

OlOl01 cud keep tho putty tillti i
next Christmas belike thothe Virgin willwianswer me prayer she cried with au
rapturous ring in her voice that no
other that evening hadlied
brought into it ShoShe would not permit jthutho doll to be wrapped but gathered It
Into her arms and held It close allnithetho way home And thetle old bachelor
sitting beside her had time to ponder
and marvel at the that I J
could cherish live boys and stillstil havohave

forCor a
ItI was almost midnight when GodGe

dings finally testedrested afteraCer an hoursours nJJ

i1in thothework cabin
Notwithstanding that this hadhacbeen thothe I

hardest day hohe had overoer spent InI hishi-
slelifele that ho was scratched bruised ihungry and tiredtred somehow he was ab f1

contented ThoThe springs of old t

emotions which hebe had thought longlon 1

sincesinco dried up had suddenly begunbegu
bubbling and arid spots long barren
began shyly to bloom A foretaste ofot
thothe delight thotime dawn would bring to
thetime unsuspecting little mado I1

himhint pause beside thothe bed long enough j
to smooth thothe heads with a I

paternal tenderness nevernovel before f
awakened mm-

InIn thothe light ofot cold reason hishl recent j ff-

actions
r

actions would have been deemed byb I

himself as quixotic anplay to thetime galgal-
lery

gal-
leryleryfiery such asM ho detested JustJutt so ho
knewknow would his friends and business
associates view thetho coursecoursocouro ofor action hoImoJIhad mappednapped out fortor thothe futurefuturo Already
a messenger hadha been d to
thetime smelter withwih his order to accede
to thothe mens demands theythe would
know In time for the next shift LackLace t
of resolution cowardice even ho exex-
pected

i
petted to bo accused ofot but IfI his tt-
Inner

ff-
InnerInner self would Just keep onorr supportsupport-
ing

support-
Ing

support-
Inging him in thetho delightful manormanol ItIl
had recentlyrecent adopted he hadhind consconfi-
dence idancedence that his outer man could standstand-
a ja few hard namesnamos rr-

AA familiar sound brought him to thethothe-
door

l
door ofor thothe shacksshack I He opened it and
looked out while over hisills shoulder exoxex-
pectant

0 2

and gratified peered MaryMar 4i
Ih mI

Christmas bollsbellsbels according to legend
and precedent should
ring out their messagemessa e ofot good cheer
across timetiro snow But in a0 world ofoC
rampant commercialism sweet bellsbolls
play smallsmal part ThereThero were no bellsbelsto chime forth thetime comingcomin of the YuleYule-
tide

I
I

tidetle out therethoro In Smeller only a
whistle shrill clearcear and insistent that m

issued from theUIO engine room down on
thotime flatfiat The midnight shift and the
Christmas morn began together

a sweet sound cried MaryMar
t-

And
tI

And fortor once in his lifele Geddings
thought soo too

t
W

I


