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ings of loneiiness came over me. Bor-
row filled my bosom; it would have
peen a relief to me could I have been
alope and wept. The counsel to the
Elders out on missions was to stop
preaohing for the iime unless invited,
and return home. I did so and founa
my faiher living oc his owa little farm
gixteen miles south of Nauvoo,

In the autumn of 1845, mobs began
to burn out the SBaints, driving men,
women and children from thelr homes,
My father was obliged o pack up and
move into Nauvoo for safety. I have
seen the heavens lit up at night by Lthe
flames burning some poor brother’s
dwelling. Io October of this year a
gzeneral Confereuce was held in the
Nauvoo Temple, lasting three daye,
when it was declded that the Cburch
leave and go to a country **where God
Himeself was the sole proprieter of the
elements.’? This motion was made by
George A. Smith, and s sea of aunds
went up in its favor.

Aagsoon as theConference adjourned
the whole Church began in earnesi to
make preparations tu leave the county
the people not knowing where to go,
peither did they care much, only that
it might be where they could worship
God without being mobhbed for it or for
believing the Book of Mormon to be
a record hrought forth by the inspira-
tion of the Almighty.

The Buok of Mormon as a divinely
inepired record eems a big hugbear to
this generation. When the Kiders
brougis the Book of Mormon to the
ecounty where I lived in 1886, proving
its authenticity by the Bible and
showipg that it had come forth in ful-
filiment of prephecy a8 found in holy
writ, and that it was a history of a
people who inhabited this contient, o
whom the Americans are a remnaant,
my tather sent to Kirtiand, Obio, 200
miles away, for a copy. This was be-
fore he jolned the Church. After
reading it I remember hearing him
By that no man in apd of himeell
could write puch n hook. Polly, my
eld est sister, Lhen a young woman, reay
the boog, and she too believed it apd
sald 1t made plain lo her papsages ot
Betipiure that were not plain lo her
before. Well do I remember the first
time I ever saw & Lamanite, I could
pot take my eyes away from him, he
calling to mind the Boek vf Mormon,
the historty of hlsrece as I then verily
believed it to be and do yet.

Returning to my story, on the
7ub of February, 1846, giving endow-
ments in the Templeceaged. Thatday
over 600 wenb through, so [ was told.
On the moroing of the 8th the Temple
was uiscovereu to be on fire. Fortu-
pately if was put out before much
damage was done. Bince then I heard
that s man living near Warsaw by Lthe
pame of Aghoe, or Bome such name,
was offered $500 to burn the Mormon
Temple, In the afternoon of the 9th
of Februatry, in company with my
father anu HElder George A.Smitb’s
tamily, I bade good bye to our beauti-
fal ¢ity any Tewmple, Croseing the
Miesispippl river, we made cur way to
to the place of general rendezvous on
Buagar Ureer, 8ix or elght miles west of
Nauvoe, Tnere the Bainta remalned
io camp for several days. My father
and some of the bretbren put up a coal-
plt to burn eharcoal so as to have it tor
ghosing horses. While in camp there
fell a deep enow, making the surround-

ings look daik and gloomy, after
which it turned peverely cold, freezlog
the Mississippl river so that the Baints
crossed over on ice,

Oon the 17th of Fehruary the people
began to be organized inte com}anies
of hundreds, of fiitles and tene, My
fatLer was captain of ten, The follow-
ing are the names of his men: Jacob
Bigler, captain; QGeorge A. Bmith,
Father John Bmith, John L. Bmith,
Thomas allister, Albert Cuarrington,
John D. Clark, Jespe B, Martin, John
Harvey and myself (Henry W.Bigler).
The following was the outfil: Five
wagons, nine horees, two yoke of oxen,
one thousand pounds of flour, twelve
bushels of corn-meal, two bupbels o!
parched corn-men', three bundred and
fifty pounos of crackers or sea biscuits,
ose hundred and fitty pounds of meay,
two bushels of seed corn, two bushels
of whent, three bushels of byckwheat,
two sets of plows, Lwo spadee, (Wwo
hoes, one iron wedge, five augers, fitity
pounds of soap, one bundred papers ot
smoking tobaceo for Indlavs, i1hree
rifler, Llhree muskets, two kegs of
powder, one hundred puunds of lead
besides an assortment garden seeds o)
various kinds.

On March let at 2 p.m, camp broke
anu a peneral move waes made, The
afternoon was warm, meltirg the
spow io a very little while. The road
hecame muddy and miry aod all cut
up with more than flve hundred
wagons, Op the moving of the 3rd
the camp was cailed together when
Presldent Young aadreesed the breth-
ren aud cautioned them Lo be careful
and not ctowd .upon each other with
tbeir wagons while driving and gave
instructions to the ploneers in regard
to their duty and likewise to the guard
that they bring up the rear and see
that nothing wae lost or left behind,

Late in June we reached Ciuneil
Blufls and on the 16th of July I volun-
teered, with 500 brethren, to serve one
year in the Mexican war. That same
day we marghed eight miles to the
Misscuri river, where there was &
Frencn Uading post. There Colonel
Allen issued to his men provisions,
camp Eeitler, knives, forks, spoons,
plates, coflee, sugar and blankete, On
the 218t of July, at 12 o’clock, we took
up the line ot march for Fort Leavet-
worth, the men keeping time to the
tune of “The girl I left behind me,*!
It was a solemn time, leaving families,
triende, near and dear relatives, in an
Indlan countiry, without house o1
nome, perhaps RNever to pwe them
againin this hife} I bade my parents
good-by and dlu not see them ayain for
nine years.

At Fort Leavenworth we received
our tents, arins and accoutrements as
Uuited Bintes infantry. As we Bp-
proached the garrison a pgreal many
came out to meet Colonel Allen and
his Meormon bhattalion, of whom he
seemed to be proud. Notwithstanding
we were ragged and dusty yet we heard
it remarked that the ocolonel had =
unoble looking lot of men. They were
wonderfully taken up with our martial
music, especially . with one young
drummet, Jasge ar), who was a per-
fect Duzette, On the 13th oi March
captains of companies tovk up the line
of march for Californls by way of
Santa Fe. The colonel, remaipicy be-
hind to compiete his vuttit, dled sud-
senly. The battalijon had become

much attached ty) him and his death
was deeply mourned hy hls men,
H. W. BIGLER.

A WINTER MONTH.

Ohser ver Bajishury, in his ¢ fHelal
monthly bulletle to ihe government,
says in bis review and compatisor;

‘‘March, 1894, in Utah, was essen-
tially a winter month., Although its
temperature was not notably severe it
averaged somewhatl bejow the normal.
Aslsusual in March there were sev-
eral raw, blustery days, bul, contrary
to the old saying, the month both came
in and went cut pleasantly. A decided
cold spell lasted trom the Sth to the 8th,
The warmest day was the 29th, nt most
statlons.

¢Vegetation did not advance much
in March, and the spring may f{airly be
called a backward one. Considerable
snow fell, although the monthly pre=
ciphation was below the npormal, and
judging from all reports, the amount of
snow lying in the roountains is suf-
ficlent for a good irrigating eupply for
the ensulng season.

“0On the whole Utah was especially
fortunate In escaplng (he severe storms
and frosts at the close uf March, whloh
were 80 devastating In the eastern and
southern slates.*’

—_— e,

TO THE WOMEN OF UTAH,

Now ls the time to plant out mul-
berty trees and guttivgs, and it is im-
portant that this shuuld be done as the
+tarting point of the eilk industry, and
'nlso that the trees nnd cuttings should
be of e very best quality, and pui in
at the propet season of the year, The
Interest awakeneu duriog the YWorld’s
Fair work must not be suftered todle
gut again, but the fact kept before the
people thal this elimate and the soil
of Utah are specinily well adapted to
gilk culture, and that It can be made a
reppunerative industty in the homes of
the people it they will persevere in
the work, which is light apd essy,
much mote so than many otber oceu-
pations; women aud chilyren can per-
form the lahor and make it profitable
if they set about it with 4 delermina-
tion to succeed. 'The mulberty Ltrees
do well raised $o brush pinnted in raws
]and each row oul every year, so the

young tender leaves could be picked
easily even by, the children.
ZiNna D. H. YouNg.

JTAH MILITIA UNIFORMS.

The question of providing uniforms
for the varlous companies of the
Utabh militia was disouseed &L A
meeting, Govermor West explalped
that the matter would he reierred to
General Ottinger and Lieutenani Lias-
siter, He stated, bhowever, that 1he
goods must Dbe according io the
United States Standard which was
thorocughly understood by Lieutenant
Lassiter, Of course, the Governor und
his staft explained that they were in
favor of homs manufactured gooda and
had already recommended that prefer-
ence be given to Flah mills, but as be-
twe: o the lalter they felt they could
make no disgrlmination and would not.
All who wishied 1o enter the fleld of
competition were lnvited to do so.




