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beloved saints trusting in your confidence
antlanil prayers I1 will endeavor foto fill the call made
upon me this morning I1 feel cconsiderably my
own weakness in standing before you but as that
is a general feeling I1 will not offer it as an
apology at this time

all the children of men that dwell upon the
the earth have comecomp for one purpose to

allsailsallsteranswer one object andaud end we make our en-
trancestrances upon this stage oe action pass through
the various scenes andalid play our part s to accom-
plish one tilingthins and no matter when or where
vbe hivehajehhreenhleeneen born or under whatsoever circum-
stances wee labor ondoneone and all of us have one
ranjgrarandhd andnd specspee aal object before usits andard that is
toio yield obedience to the will of our god to learn
lilsiliais lawslats and become strictly obedient to his
commandments thathat weave may ultimately aappearearcar
in hisbli jiresence to enjoy that glory which hhas
inill rereservearve for his people

various are the means adopted by men in order
to persuade their fellow creatures to yield obedobedi-
ence

I1

tto the will of god buttilt so multifarious aidai d
contradictorylicvictorydic torY have been the schemes that jtin- a
great they have failed to accomplish
helnhekrheir besignneSign

the ands of all marlarmen aree more or less capaceta
ted toletolfto receiveeiveelve the truths that afeaiearearo Ppresentedresented before
dherit and according to their abilities to receive
truth they should layjay hold of it and put it into
active pekaoperationtion forfon the good of mankind inin gen-
eral

gen-
tral and though it is truth that our minds are
seeking after and grasping forsetforgetfor setyet at the same
time theythem are all alike seeking to establish their
wn views of truth of light and righteousnesstneibitehitebike all minds constituted differently andard
yetset fyfy are all alike unless there is a fluitnult in
nature

we havihave all earsbarstoto hear and tontonguesaesues with
which to speak and hands to executedexecutet hose varvarlvari
ousoasdusous thingsthing which are necessary for us to dpdo inin
these weareare all alike and so are the faculties of
our minds we differ in degree but not in organ

as weave differ inin features and size yet wevre
ilavha allail the same component partspars features and

in this life all our minds are created
perfecter et so hatthat we may learn therillthe will of god
every being isis so organizedorganismzM thathat liehe can compre-
hendbeubenbendanadandand receive theltnith

iliveif we wilH eavecave thetraditions of our youth and
put them oilon oneadeononeeideeJde weave villwill find that our minds
arencare one ndind if one they are bound to bend to
truth for truth being eternal will not bend or
xumaumgumtoto suit our various creed s andarid capricescaprilesca prices and
allalf ahirlen must ultimately bow believe inin and per-
form the same duties ordinances and purposes
we must make our business in life secondarydartoto

the great god I1thithe mindinid of man loves to be free it so far
hatesgates to be in bonbondagedige that it willvi illlil not acknow-
ledgejed q that it bust be in submission to others as
taelae Igieilat law of god requires for this purpose
behejlheJihassentassent us upon the earth that weave might put

things into execution that are required of us
weae find that from the time weave are first pressed
with lender caresses to the bosoms of our mothers
until we fill the crad leofaf the tomb our
minds are continually to the will of
others when we were children sporting round
the knees of our parents we could not always
4knowknownow why wevve were subject to their will andard we
thought tthatat many of theirthir commands to us were
whims andprid fancies but as we grew older reached
the vearscars of maturity aridand mixed in with the mas

aioesses of society we found that they had an object
in viewlevyleiv vzviz to0o make us useful in lifeancianoana oba
dicht laws of god man and nature

wa whencewhennwevveave leave the knee cfof the parent and
paispatsak tailla theie academyI1 weave there find that we have to
becomebecome subject to thehe will of others andind the laws
necessary fortor the discipline of body and miltmild
passing fromflom there to tilethe actions and business of
life wwee have to bend to the laws and become
obedient to otherwise we are distinguished
as bang patties that are unworthy of social inter-
courseSe with men and we have even inin the
common courtesies of life to be bendinbending to thehe
will ofot others this is invariably our duty all
through all meanderingsthe of lifelirecwgV we find that this ii likewise the grandarand means
employed to make us ultimately subject to the
mind and will of god and that which is given as
natural in mortal life is an inkling of the rirelationlation
to immortal life

llahliahmanlian being a social creature living in commu-
nities where daiymalymahymany are associated togeal er lietie
has necessarily to be governed1 the shrewd
mind the keen intellect has learned and observed
this order of things from the days of nimrod the
grangrandsonadson of noah who established the
empire down to napoleon who sits on the impe-
rialrial throne ofof france that man must be govegoverned
that his happiness may be secured upon the
earah in order to accomplish this they have
brought forth various sch mes for the govern-
ment of man probably the three most prominentpi eminent
are tilethe or acinkindly1

l the aristocratic
and republican these have beenfeen the most pop-
ular and powerful s

were I1 to select any particular government I1
could show that although they may be beautiful
they have in them the seeds otof their own dissolu-
tion I1 will not speak of the government under
which we live for at the present epoca it mimight
be considered treason but I1 will speak 0of the
governmentcovern ment of great britain

in that government there is a kingicing or queen
as at present the aristocracy and thetile common-
ers these form the bodyodyb politic of the govern-
mentgentl and if the kinekins brings foi ward a mefimeasuresure
thatthit isis thought to be improper thereasetheretherdareeareere lords
and the commons to set it asiaslieasrele then if the
lords introduce a measure that doegdoes not meet
with public approbation there are the kingicing and
the commons to set it aside then if the com-
mons bring in a measure there are the lords and

the kingkin to oppose it 1 and thus ititji1 that they
consider tyranny cannot be broughtbrou t upon thet e
people

I1tt is like the government pt the united Stastates
and I1 will be pardpardoned for making allusions tcto

ifit but I1 will say that thouthoughh it is the most
beautiful and though it is saidsaldsaltsaiTthat god has hadbad
a hand in making it still I1 contend that ire has
allowed a part toto go in that will eventually dis-
solve iait that is the feet to rule the head but see
the result of these governments at thepthe present
time the boasted beamutbeautyY of the british and other
governments the counteracting iiinfluencefluence which
they inherit is their disease and willwiil be their
deaindeath as the hectic flush on the fair cheek of
the consumptive indicate rapid dissolution

which of these has gougoa designed to govern the
human family by god puiputpurposedposed in tilethe begin-
ning that men should be governgovernedtt according to
hihis will that they might ftpctact one end upon the
earliearth and learn the great and exalting principlesplespies
that willwilI1 bring us into his presence

I1 assert fearlessly that not one of the systems
opor governmentgovernment by which the nations are con-
trolled iss designed to govern the world and for
why becauseBecaitseailse berehere is not the similarity of tilillahr
government of god ipin any of them it if true
thatisit is said that by god princes ruleruie andarid kings
givegit judgment and that he hashag sanctioned these
thinthingss these institutionsinstitutions butbul I1 question very
much whether god or the devil has most to do
with thetile organization of the governments of this
earthearlb

I1 read thatthat the devil on one occasionon brought
jesus upon the pinnacle of the temple and show-
ed him all the kingdoms of this world and said
unto him callaliall these will I1 alvgivealvee thee if thodboti wilt
fall down and Avorworshipship me for 5 said the devidevil
they are given into mymy hands and unto whomso-

ever I1 will I1 give bliemeliom I1 conceive therefore
that there is more of the composition of the devil
in tilethe kinkingdomsdoms of this world than there is of the
government of god

in the midst of allsll this then I1 ak what means
ought to be adopted in order that tilethe people may
be brought to do the will of god and I1 would
further ask who harhae the right to govern man
that now lives upon the earth ought not ilehe
who created the vast machinery of the world
who holds this planet indis care and governs jn
nature rule by his own meana the nations of the
earth yes and none other has any right until
deputed directly by him as moses samuel je-
sus and joseph and brigham

it is an old sayingsi that where there are many
men there are many minds but I1 conceive that

1

man was not to differ bu t as they have come
from the same parents male and female they
should have one mind acquire the amesame truths
obey alike the same being and attain fhethe same
gloryerry and blendtend to that principle of oneness that
god may be aliailallcall in all

there are mathematical truths which all men
Mmust believe alike such as twice five are ten five
tens are fifty and upon such points all men roustinest
think alike there is no possibility of diffiedifferencerence
theiotheloa callcan be no in fieringdifferingdlfdif with the as-
tronomertro nomer in relation to hislils views on tilethe harmoni-
ous revolutions of the leaheavenlyieavenly bodies neither
can there be any excuse for differing withavith god
in his views of truth divine truths are as de-
monstrablemon as what arearc called secular truths if
we have qualified authorized and inspired
teachers thetile head has a right to send thoethose
truths unto man which liehe knows will be for his
benefit for it is he who holds the right to coricoticon-
trol this earth and the destiny thereof and thaithat
god therefore is the being who must ultimately
control the earth accordingaccordigg to his what
is his design there is a partpact of a good
prayer which we used to ll11hearar sometimes and
whichw we now hearbear ococcasionallycas I1bonaly thy will be
donedode on the earth as it is in heaven what is it
in heaven does the band saypy to thehe head thou

not rule do the variousvarious members of thefile
body say that it is by their suffrage that god
shall rule no no such thing is practisedpracticed there
god rules by his own will and if the will of god
must be done upon the earth as in hathe heavenheavens
god must rule according to his own will and
plan t

to this end he has sent a messenger and re-
stored that order of government which is neces-
sary to bring about this end he has sent an an-
gel to oheoieore man to joseph smith and given allailau-
thority and power to control men upon the earth
according to his divown plan and this is ththee great
grand saving principle for us thatabat we must be
subject to tiietilelleilelie head and so must all mankind who
wish to be saved in the kingdom of god subject
themselves to the same order

there are several officers in this governmentlitrit
constituting a perfect system the poetPC 4 says

order is heavens first law and this confessed
some are and must be greatergrealer thanthin the rest
more great more wise but who infers from

hence
that such are happier shocks all common ensecerise

we must bsbe ruled by thehe head and that head
must carry out the designs of tiletiie g eat lawgiver
I1 cannot conceive of any other plan or power be-
ing able to carrydarry outoui the designs of the almighty
butlatt that of a theocracy thehe one that is esestab-
lished

tab
here and I1 believe that no other set off

men nor powerower can carry out this government
except tthoseose who are governedvernod and inspited by
the revelations of thehe mostago

Os t high
thus then when the man ot god speakspeaks thehe

principles liehe sets forth must be learned by every
one of u and 0ourr primateprivate views must not be
brought to bear wwhenie we hearbear the glorious truths
of the gospel laid down by the prophet so plain
that tilethe wayfaring man need not err therein 1 I1
know that we are accustomed to bring our minds
to bear and to reason upon the question weave bring
forforwardwardourour little views and begin to test it by
past revelations and past teaching which thingsthin 99
are wrong but for one man to begin to cavil
with another and with the purpurposes and designs
of other men who may be the leaders has been
a common practice and kept the world from ad-
vancingvan cing many bbeneficial

1
principles have been

kept blackforback for years in fhethe nations legislaturesires by
needlessand nonsensical disdiscussioncussio 1 k

notwithstanding the opinions of many lo10 the
contrary it is right for one manidan to be subject to
another and to yield obedience to the hedhead who
is over him for mailman liashay a head over him and heli
must be governed by eliat head and a bodybady must
be compact jnin order to be right

thus wa seetheseetha positive necessity of having a
gathering place for it is one of the greatest bulbut
barks orof the saints of god at the present timelime
I1 have thought of the ancients wheel I1 have been
thinking11 of the rod of chastlechastiechastisementement thatiliat hashis been
applied to tilethe saints and I1 seesec that jesus christ
came to establish his kingdom upon the earth and
I1 learn that liehe left it with men who extended it
hither andard hither I1 next see their course of
procedure and behold but a few years elapsed
before they dwindled into apostasyapostacy when re-
flectingting upon this I1 haap asked lleileliethe questionuestion with
wonder andaud surprisesu ril e how was it thatttat so many
thousands ancsapostatizediallalt i ed and that the apostasyapostacy so
soon became general I1 have thought much upon
this and have been led to conclude that the rea-
son was tiletiietheyy had not the privilege of being

j gatgalgatheredhered together as oneon 0 compact body
when peter and the rest of the apostles were

ordained they went out into the world to preach
liehielleile gospel peter wentavent tpto one james and
john to another paul and barnabas to another
andald they had not the privilege of assemblingas to-
gether often in council and thusihus heresiesheresies crept
in hence the remark of the apostle paul ingal ad chc li and ad versesverse although hebe had
ppower0aver to work miracles and tto0 receive rerevelationsTe lations
tthathat almost made him valvaivainn and notwithstandingfilfit standing
lie had power to raise the dead and to do much
for the building up of the kingdomof god yet
tletieie tellteiltellaussusus that after preaching the gospel for 14
years liehe went up to jerusalem to compare his
doctrine with that bf petelPeteiss lestjest liehe 1shouldIbould have
labored in vain heile was not sure that liehe would
not havebave to go to undo what he had done before
untilunlit he had been to see peter

thisthil is a remarkable proof of the necessity of
gatheringga tit totogetheretlereller in any dispensation in order to
aavoidavoldV id ijaapostasyapoaastacyy I1 hold it as one greatreat means of
theille fillfulfillmentfulfilmentimen t offDdanielsaniels prophecy where he
states that the kingdom shall no more be given to
another people we find hatthat men are so consti-
tuted that they will bring in their own opinions
even our own elders when abroad among the
nations who have been left to themselves have
promproNpropagatedgated much that was not strictly true and
hadllad it not been for the gathering together of hetile
saints that they might hearbear thetile words of life
pure and unsullied from the fountain theche prophet
brigham the church would have been destroyed
by lielleheresyresy

1how often I1 havhavee when in england rejoiced
in things that have been taught aandnt then in thecoursecourse of a few weeks have had to turn them
aside as the whims andard notions of men it has
seemed that they wrewere diotriot satisfied with having
thetile truth as Yeverevealedaled through the living oracles to6
the people but they must set forth for doctoridoctrine1ie
some of their own precepts and opinions the
people are not discriminating enough to discern
between truth and error at all times 0

we say then that as long as thehe elders go fforth
bring the people to this place where the fountain
will be eternally pure so longiongon will our doctrines be
pure but let usits be scattered as the saints of god
were in the former apostolic dispensation one
man go to ahlsthis place and another to that and there
reside until the day of our death and weve will
have multifarious creeds because the body is
divided ata it cannot be governedgoverno when scattered
as it can whenvilen in a state of compactness here
we are placed in a position where we can learn
the laws of god and we must also learn the
mind and will of those that are over us and make
the best possible use of the knowledge we ac-
quire I1

A man in this kingdom stands in a twotwofoldfoidfold po-
sitionsition he stands to obey and liehe stands to rule

lehe obeys those who irelreare over him yet liehe
must have thehe power of government in himhimselfseifseir
and this principle willavill apply from the foot to the
head mailman must learn to oseobeobeyy first and then to
govern for liehe holds the position of a subject and
a priest untotinto god at thehe samesama timelime he does not
rule by force of empty titles but by the author
itilyllyv and power of heavens kingicing jesus said to
him thathat is faithful willwilt I1 give to sit upon my
throne as asitsit with my father upon his throne 2

we are also required to learn to govern our-
selves this is an important part of our religion
david could govern the whole lawise ctof israel
put to flight filethe armies of tilethe philistines but liehe
could not govern himselfliimselfseit we must learn to
governg avern ourselves and this isiT probably the greatest
part of government hatthat we have to learn we
must alsoaljo learn to covernrovern our familfamiees and then
aher we have learned these things 1 consider that
the lord will have enough to doto tto0 get sufficient
goodlood

OM
sterlingsterlin men to governg and rule in his king-

dom

I1 conconsidersilerslier that never until vvevre have learned to
be obedient to our superiors willvill the power to
govern be placed in our hands to rule over cities
and empiemplempiresnefreF or to rule in the peaceful valleys of
thehe mountains or wherevercherevr god shall send usits to
be wisewise rulerrulers for suchsnob weave must learnleam to be
thenen will he put into our hands power and au-
thoritythority such as will be necessary for usits to ena-
ble us to govern in righteousness it ought to be
our interest and studstudy to learnleara to ggovernovera correct
lyIY

we see thehe various organizations of men arardandd
after seeing them we should enendeavorleavor to bend the
minds efof those whom we have to control so that
they will be subservient to the mind and will of
godgoa inasmuch as our own mind is bent and we
are in submission to the creator we thereby
carry out the design of government for thehe de-
sign of god establishingin government was to
bring all men into submission to the will of hea-
ven

this is the design of president young he de-
sires that all men may besubelu their minds to his
counselcb to let no position nor circumstancecircum in

life preventpi event them from obeying his counsel and
the will of heavenli eaven this is the design also of
every man who understands the things oeof god
for every good man desaidespieses to honor illatbillat which
he receives by the authority of the holy priest-
hood and this is our dutdutyduts

we should all seek to0 o be governed by tiiethe auan
dhorityarity of the priesthood weave should strive to be
placed in a position where we can learn molmoimoiemolee and

j more thetile principles of eternal truth if we doto
this we shall approximate to thetiie likeilkelikenesshiessfiess of 0ourilir
god and eventually become perfect in his king

I1 domloin the head will rule thehe body and god will
be all in all

I1 to prepare for this wee must learn the true
I1 principles of government and learn to appreciate
our associations here below As I1 observed be-
fore

de-
fore this is one of thehe greatest privileges that we
can possibly enjoy to be placed in a position
where all ourour minds must learn the principle of
the gospel alike and not be under the necessity
ofc f asking whence meet a maninan do youyon believe
so and so some men affirm that if they please
thelitheir own consciences they willvil be satisfied yes
and they do6 it scientifically too
I1 I1 have respect to the finest conscience thathat
may exist but I1 tellloll you my friends ifitisis a
very poor guidegulde every creed has itits particular
conscience for instance there is the catholic
conscience which wowontt allow a intinkmanan to eat beef
on fridays then there is uiethe quaker conscience
which wontavont allow him iq partake of the sacra-
ment at all there is also the Mealmethodistodist consci-
ence which will allow you tota shout and rant all
day as if you were going to0 tear cour very itinlungs3
from their places and in short there isis a con-
science to every creed hence J contend that
conscience iiss no guide at all

1I maintain we have no right to question truths
and revelations of god nor to examine his greatreat
purposes by the rule of our consciences only I1
do not believe in making thetiie law of god subject
to my conscience but I1 believe in mou ding my
conscience agreeably to tilethe will of jehovahehoebovailvati
does god isk us to do anything for his benefit
do weave believe this principle or the other for thehe
benefit of the loniloid or because liehe compels us
no allali we do is fortor own benefit for the
truth is ununbendingbendin andandrtit cannot be differentilglifderentferent from
whathat it is and tauthoughh a man cannot be made
lobend toltto it truth still remains immimmoimmovablevablevabie and un-
changed

I1 remember hearing tilethe sectariansectarianssect ariansg saysayi dlfif you
believe baptism is true therehere is nothing to prevent
you from 6obeyingbeying it the infidel may say the
same in reference to his disbelieve HIin religion al-
together he may say 111 I cannot believe in thetile
god you worshipvorship but will liehe be excused on that
prgroundbuild no I1 say he will not for liehe might seesed
it and believe it if his PI inci piesples his traditionongons
his education and false training were not suffered
to becloud his maud neither will the various
sectarianssectarians be excused because they say they did
not believe in baptism in the laying on of hands
in the sacramenteatemt or any other particular principlele
of the gospel does god ask whenwilen he gives re-
velation whether we believe it or not no he
dogsdoisdoes no such thingthin for his words are true and
ttheybey must be obeyed and implicitly too doedoes3
hhee say to0 our friends in the world do yotyoi be-
lieveleve in a patriarchal order of marriage as believed
inn byy thetiie Mormonlormonmonssl no he does not because
itt is an eternal truth

DdyldilI1 wish to do away with the conscience of
man altogether no I1 do not but I1 wish to
hold it in subsubjectionjedion totb tilethe will of god and I1 am
bold to say that all the standards you may have
broubroughtht forward to test the truth by are little
small and insignificant because as the heavens
are above the earth so are gods ways above oursairs
and sosotiretirerire thetha ways of the prophets they can
see the mind and will of god beforehand their
minds arearc enlarged foichatfotfoi that purpose but ouiour minds
ccannotnn0 t ununravelra thee tthingsh i 0off god0 t aass they canilliliiliill igi ilslisbutt ifif wwee sseek to0 nmould1bu 0ouru r mindsn t in cconformity
to the things of god we shall have the spirit
within us to make us happy under every circum-
stance of life V

it is then thetile designdesindesiI1n of tilethe almighty that our
minds maybemay be ggovernedgoverned by him throughii bis ser-
vant whom he has appointed upon tiiethe earth for
heie has made it his law that man should be saved
through the instrumentality of his fellow man
durefsurely god will do nothing but lielle revealeth his
secrets to hihis servants the Propprophetsliets 1 and ththey
willvill lead direct and govern all thinthingsp paidpertainingtaital
to his kingdom and highisthis brethren ir thetile very
means bybi which god has designed to break in
pieces all governments whetherierter monarchical

or republicrepublicanica n
menalen may talktaik about discussion but I1 tell you

that discussion has done more harm than good
it 13has kkepfkepte I1backa 1I mmanyan good principles which god
wawouldd havelav ggiven tthroughh ough men hadllad it not been
for their confusion and almost unceasing discus-
sions how oftoffoftenen do we see in th P

0o

of the world that a good measure 19is kentkeplkept back
for years by discussion and iseeisepsee at thetiie present
time the condition of the whole sectsectarianatlarariar and polit-
ical world and they are full of discussion truth
cannot be discussed Tieitherneither is it required that
it should be but when god rules and directs liehe
willbo so through11

gli orreone channel andabid the people
must be unanimous in their reception of ilaliathatlat
trull

we may love thefile systemsms of the world aaas we
like and tltheyley may tremble asis much as they like
but I1 tell you that it is an eternal truth thathat god
must rule by one man upon the earth ofOr couisecoulsecourse
that one man will call others to his assistance as
liehe cannot do all tilethe work himself inasmuch
then as this is thehie way we shallshail become one with
our god and liisbis will be done upon the eaith
it is in the heavenheavens I1 rejoice that I1 am associated
wjaihlh a kingdom of this kind tham am in a po-
sition

po-
thof this nature where I1 can receive ththe

counsels of the authorities of this church I1 de-
sire that I1 may ever have the spirit within me
that I1 may be faithful to the covenants I1 have
made irlid connection with you I1 have come to
this place for tilethe purpose of doing the will of
god and I1 am to go on in thithit mighty


