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DISCOURSE

By Elder Willinm G. Mills, Bowery, Sunday
Morning, May 10, 1857,

-

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

Beloved Saints, trusting in your confidence
and prayers I will endeavor to fill the call made
upon me this morning. I feel considerably my
- own weakness in standing before you, bat as that
i3 a general feeling, I will not offer it as an
apology at this time.

All the children of men that dwell upon the
face of the earth have cowme for one purpose, to
answer one object and end. We make our en-
trances upen this stage of aecfion, pass through
the various scenes, and play our parts {o accom-
plish one thing; and no matter when or where
we have been born, or under whatsoever circum-
stances we labor, one and all of us have one
grand and spec al object before nsy and that is,
to yield obedience to the will of our God, to learn
his laws, and become strietly obedient to his
commandments, that we may nltimately appear
1u his presence, {o enj
in reserve for his people. _ ;

Various are the means adopted by men in order
to persuade their fellow creatures to yield obedi-
ence to the will of God, but so wultifarious and
confradictory have been the schemes thaf, ir a
ereat mmeasure they have failed tq accowmplish
1heir design,

‘The minds of all men"are more or less capacita-
ted to receive the truths that are presented before
them, and according to their abilities to receive
iruth they should lay hold of it and put it into
active operation for the good of mankind in gen-
eral.  And though it is fruth that our minds are
seeking after and grasping for,.yet at the same
time they are all alike seeking to establish their
ﬁ:n views of truth, of right and richteousness.

"e have all minds constituted differently. and
vet they are all alike unless there is a faultin
natire.

We have all ears-to hear, and tongues with
which to speak, and hands to execute'those vari-
ous things which are necessary for us to deg in
these we are all alike, and so are the faculties of
onr minds. We differ in degree-but not in ongan-
jzation, as we differ in features and size, yet we
have all the same component parts, features and
members in this life. All our minds are created
perfect so that we may learn the will of Gods
every being i1s so organized that he can compre-
hend and receive the grath. .

If we willleave the traditions of our youth and
put them on oneside, we will find that our minds
are onec; and if one, they are bound fo bend to
tiuth, for truth being eternal will not bend or
tuin to suit our various creeds and caprices, and
all men must ultimately b6w, believe in, and per-
form the same duties, ordinances and purposess
we must make our business in life secondary to
the seiving 1he great God.

The mind of man loves {o be free, it so far
hates to be in bondage that it will not acknow-
ledge that it fust be in submission to others, as
the great law of God requires. For this purpose
he has sent us upon the earth that we might put
those things into execution that are requirea of us.
We find that from the time we are first pressed
with tender caresses to the bosoms of our mothers
until we fill the darksome cradleof the tomb our
minds are continually subject to the will of
others. When we were children, sporting round
the kuees of our parents we could not always
know why we were subject to their will, and we
thought that many of their commands to us were
whims and fancies, but as we grew older, reached
the years of maturity and mixed in with the mas-
ses of society, we found that they had an-object
in view, viz:—lo make us useful in life, ana obe-
dient to the laws of God, man and nature.

When  we leave the knee of the parent and
pass lo the academy, we there find that we haveto
become subject to the will of others and the laws
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necessary for the discipline of body and mind. |

Passing from there to the actions and business of
Jife we have to bend to the laws and become
obedient to thém, otherwise we are distinguished
#s being parties that are unworthy of gocial inter-
cocurse with men. And we have, even in the
common courtesies of life {o be bending to the
will of others; this is invariably our duty all
through all the meanderings of life.

We find that this i3 likewise the grand means
employed to make us ultimately sukject to the
mind and will of God, and that which is given as
natural in mortal life is an inkling of the relation
to immonrtal life.

Man being a social creafure, living in commmnu-
mties where many are associated togetler, he
has necessarily to be governed. The shrewd
mind, the keen intellect has learned and observed
this order of things from the days of Nimrod, thée
grandson of Noah who established the Babylonish
empire down to Napoleon who sits on the impe-
rial throne of France, that man must be governed,
that his happiness may be secured upon the
earth. In order to accomplish thisz they have
brought forth various schemes for the govern-
ment of mans probablv the three most prominent
are the momarchical or kinglgr, the aristocratic,
and republican:

T

These have been the most pop-
ular and powerful. \

Were [ to select any particular government I
could show that althuu;:g they may be beantiful,
they have in them the seeds of their own dissolu-
tion. I will not speak of the government under
which we live, for at the present epoch it might
be considered treason, but 1 will speak of the
government of Great Britain.

In that government there is a king, (or Queen
as at present) the aristocracy and the cominon-
ers. These form the body politic of the govern-
menf; and if the king brings forward a measure
that is thought to be improper, ther&are lords
and the commons to set it asi'e. Then if the
lords introduce a measure that does not meet
with public approbation there are the king and
the commons to set it aside. Then if the com-
mons bring in a measure, there are the lords and
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the king to oppose it.. And thus it "—1h_at they
consider tyranny cannot be brought] upon the
eople. |

I: is like the government of the United States,

(and I will be pardoned for making allusions to
it) but I will say that though it 1s the most
beautiful, and though it is said that God has had
a hand in making 1t, still I contend that lre has
allowed a part to go in that will eventualiy dis-
solve it that is the feet to rule the head. But see
the result ¢f these governments at the present
time, the boasted beauty of the British am}il other

governments,—the counteracting influence wlich

they inheiit—is their disease, and wiil be their
death; as the hectic flush on the fair cheek of
the consumptive, indicate rdpid dissolution.

. Which of these has God designed to govern the
human family by? God purposed in the begin-
ning that men should be governed according to
His will, that they might cfiect one end upon the
earth, and learn the great and exalting principles
that will bring us into his presence.

I asserl fearlessly that not one of the systems
of government by which the nations are con-
trolled is designed to govern the warld, and for
why? ' Becanse there 13 not the similarity of the
government of God inp any of them. It is true
that it is said that by God ‘princes rule and Kings
give judgment, and that he has sanctioned these
things, these institutions; but I quesfion very
much whether God or the devil has most to do
with the organization of the governments of this
earth. |

I read that the devil on one occasion hrought
Jesng upon the pinnacle of the Temple, and show-
ed him all the kingdoms of this world, and-said
unto him ¢all these will I give thee, if thou wilt
fall down and worship me, for.? said the devil,
‘they are given into my hands and unto whemso-
ever I will 1give them.” I conceive therefore,
that there is more of the composifion of the devil
in the kingdoms of this world than there is of the
governmen! of God.

In the midst of &all this, then, I ask what means
ought to be adopted in order that the people may
be brought to do the will of God? And I would
further ask, who has the right fo govern man
that now lives upon the earth? Ought not He
who created the vast machinery of the world.
who helds this planet in His care and governs in
nature, rule by his own means the nations of the
earth? Yes! and none other has any right until
deputed direetly by Him, as Moses, Samuel, Je-
sus and Joseph and Brigham.

It is an old saying that, where there are many
men there are many minds, but I conceive that
man was not to -differ, but as they have come
fromthe same’ parenfs, male and female, they
should-have one mind, aequire the same ftruths,
obey alike the same Being and attain the same
glory, and bend to that principle of oneness that
God may be ‘all in all.’ .

There are mathematical truths which all men
must believe alike, such as twice five are ten, five
tens are fifty, and upon such points all men must
think alike, there is no possibility of difference.
There can be no excnse in differing with the as-
tronomer 1n relation to his views on the harmoni-
ous revolutions of the heavenly bodies, neither
can there be any excuse for differing with God
in hus views of truth. Divine truths are as de-
monstrable as what are ealled secular truths, if
we have qualified, authorized and inspired
teachers. 'T'he Head has a right to send those
truths unto man which he knows will be for his
benefit, for it is He who holds the right {o con-
trol this earth and the destiny thereof, and that
God therefore is the being whko must ultimately
control the earth according to his design.  What
is his design? There is a part of a good ol
prayer, which we used to hear somefimes, anc
which we now hear occasionally: ‘Thy will be
done on the earth as it is in heaven? What ist

{11n heaven? Does the hand say to the head thou

shalt not rule? Do the various members of the
body say that it is by their suffrage that God
shall rule? Nojs no such thing is practised there.
God rules by his own will, and if the will of God
must be done upen the earth as in tha heavens,
G]nrl must rule according to his own ";?Fiﬂ and
plan. '

To this end he has sent a messenger and re-
stored that order of government which is neces-
sary to bring about this end. He has sent an an-
gel to one man, to Joseph Smith, and given ap-
thority and power to_control men-upon the earth
according to His own plan, and this is the great,
grand, saving principle for us—that we must be
subject to the head, and so must all mankind who
wish fo be saved in the kingdom of God, subject
themselves to the same order.

There are several officers in 1his government,
constituting a perfect system. The poet says:

Order is heaven’s first law, and this confessed,

Some are, and must be, greater than the rest;

More great, more wise, but who infers from
hence

That such sre happier, shocks all commion sense.

We must be ruled by the head, and that head

must carry out the designs of the great Lawgiver.-

I cannot conceive of any other plan or power be-
ing able to carry out the designs of the Almighty

 biit that of a theocracy, the one that is estab-

lished here, and I believe that no other set of
men nor power can carry out this government
except those who are governed and inspired by
the revelations of the Most High.

Thus, then. wher the man of God speaks, the
principles he sets forth must be learned by every
one 6f us, and our private views must not be

brought to bear when we hear the glorious truths,

of the gospel laid down by the Prophet, so plain
that the *wayfaring man need not err therein.? 1
know that we are accustomed to bring our minds
to bear and to reason upon the question; we bring
forward. our little views and begin to test it by
past revelations and past teachings, which things
are wrong. But for one man to begin to cavil
with another, and with the purposes and designs

of other men who may be the leaders, has been |

a common praclice, and kept the world from ad-
vancing; many beneficial principles have been
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 seon became general? I havethought mueh upon

Lunlil he had been to see Peter, -

reition; he stands to obey, and he stands to rule;

|

kept back for years in the nations’legislatures by
needless‘and nonsensical discussion.
Notvhthstanding the opinions of many to the
confrary, it is right for one man to be sabject to
another, and to yield obedieuce to the head who
18 over him, for mnan has a head over him and he

must be governed by +hat head, and a body must |

be compact in order to be right.

Thus we see the positive necessity of havine a
gathering place, for it is oneof the greatest bul-
warks of the Saints of God at the present time.

thinking of the rod of chastisement that has been

apphied to the Saints, and I see that Jesus Christ|

came to establish his kingdom upon the earth, and
I learn that he left it with-men who extended it
hither and thither.
procedure, and behold but a few years elapsed
before thiey dwindled into apostacy; when re-
flecting upon this I have asked the question with
wonder and surprise: How was it that so many
thousands apestatized and that the apostacy so

this and have been led to conclude that the rea-

I next see their course of|

son was, they had not the privilege of being
gathered together as one compact body,

When Peter and the rest of the Apostles were |
ordained they went out into the world to preach
the gospel. Peter went to one place, James and
John to another, Paul and Barnabas fo another,

and they had not the privilege of assembling to-
gelher often in council, and thus heresies crept|
in.  Hence the remark of the Apostle Paul, in
Gal. 2d eh. 1st and 2d verses, although he had
power to wourk miracles and to receive revelations
that almost made him vain, and notwithstanding
he had power to rase the dead and to do much
for the building up of the kingdomeof God, vet
Tie tells us that after preaching the gospel for 14
years, he went up to Jerusalem to compare his
doctrine with that of Peter’s, lest hie should have
labored in vain. He was not sure that he would
not have fo go to undo what he had done before,

This is a remarkable proof of the necessity of
galhering fogether in any dispensation in order to
avold apostacy. I hold it as one great means of
the fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecy, where he
stafes that the kingdom shall no more be given to:
another people. We find that men are so consti-
tuted that they will bring in their own opiniong;
even our own KElders when abroad among the |
nations, who have been left to themselves have
propagatea much that was not strictly true, and
had it not been for the gathering together of the
Saints, that they might hear the words of life
pare and unsullied from the fountain, the Prophet
Brigham, the church would have been destroyed
by heresy. . _

How often T have, when in England, rejoiced
in things that have been taught, and then in the
course of a few weeks have had to turn them
aside as the whims and nutions of men. [t has
seemed that they were not satisfied with having
the truth as revealed through the living oracles to
the people, but they must set forth for doctrine
some of their own precepts and opinions; the
neople are not diseriminating EIIDU;_’,E to discern
between truth and error at all times, - » '

We say then that as long asthe Elders go forth,
bring the people to this place, where the fountain
wili be eternally pure, so long will our doctrines be
pure, but let us be scattered as the Saintsof God
were in the former apgstolic dispensation, one
man go to this place and another to that, dnd there
reside until the day of our death, and we will
have multifarious creeds, because the body is
divided, afid it cannot be governed when scattered
as 1t can-when in a state of compactness. Here
we are placed in a position where we ecan learn
the laws of God, and we must also learn the
mwind and will of those that are over us, and make
the best possible use of the knowledge we ac-
quire. 4 i

A man in this kingdom stands in a two-fold po-

while he 6beys those who are over him, -yet he
must have the power of government in “himself,
and this prineiple will apnly frem the foot to the
head; man must learn to obey first and then to
govern, for he helds the position of a subject and
a priegt unto God at the same time. He dc}es nof
rule by force of empty titles, but by the author-
ity and power of heaven’s king. Jesus said *To
him that is faithful will T give to sit upen my

throne, as I%sit with my Father upon his throne.’

We are also ‘required to learn to govern our-
selves; this is an important part of our religion. |
David could govern the whole honse of Israel,
put to flight the armies of the Philistines, but he
could not govern himself. We must learn to
guvern ourselves, and thisis probably the greatest
part of government that we have to learn; we
must alzo learn to govern our families; and then
wher, we have learned these things, [ consider that
the Lord will have enough to do to get sufficient,
ginm], sterling men to govern and rule in his king-
dom.

I consider that never until we have learned to
be obedient to onr superiors will the power to
govern be placed in onr hands to rule over cities
and empires, or to rule in the peaceful valleys of
the mountains, or wherever God shall send s to
be wise rulers, for sueh we must learn to be,
Then will he put into our hands power and au-
thority, such as will be necessary FDI' ns, to ena-
bie us to govern in righteonsness. Itought to be
Fur interest and study <o learn to govern correct-
Y '
" We see the various organizations of men, ard
after secing them we should endeavor to bend the
minds 6f those whom we have to control so that
they will be subservient to the mind and will of
God. Inasmuch as our own mind is bent and we
are In submission to the Creator, we thereby
carry out the design of government, for the de-
sign of Goa in,establishing government was to
bring all men into submission to the will of hea-
ven

This is the desien of President Young, he de-

I
|

sires that all men may berd their minds to his
counsel, to let no position nor circumstance in
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lie prevent them from obeying his counsel and
the will of heaven. This is the design also of
every man wio understands the things of God,
for every good man desires to honor that which
he receives by the authority of the holy priest-
hood, and this is our duty. :

We shounld all seek to be governed by the au-
thority of the priesthood; we shonld strive to be
placed in a position where we can learn moie and
more the principles of eternal truth. [f we do

_ | this we shall approximate to the likeness of our
I have thought of the ancients when I have been !

God and eventnally become peifect in his king-
dom. The head will rule the body, and God will -
be all in all. ,

To prepare for this we must learn the true
principles of government, and learn to appreciate
our associations here below. As I observed pe-
fore, this is one of the greatest privilezes that we
can possibly enjoy, te be placed in a position
wliere all our minds must learn the principle of
the gospel alike, and not be under the necessity
of asking when we meel a man—Do you helieve
so and so? Some men affirm that if they please
theirown consciences they will be satisfieds yes,
and they do it scientifically too. ;

I have respect to the finest conscience that
may exist, but I tell you, my friends, itis a
very poor gifide. Every creed has its particular
conscience.  For instance, there is the Catholic
conscience which won’t allow a man to eat beef
on I'ridays; then there is the Quaker conscience
which won’t allow him to partake of the sacra-
ment at all; there is also the Methodist consci-
ence which will allow you to shout and rant all
day as if you were going to tear xour very hungs
from their places; and, in short, thereis a con-
science to every creed; hence, I contend, that
conseience is no guide at all,

I maintain we have no right to question truths
and revelations of God, nor to examine his great
purposes by the rule of our consciences only. I
do not believe in making the law of God sabject
to my conscience, but I believe in monlding my.
conscience agreeably to the will of Jehoval.
Does God sk us to do anything for his benefit?
Do we believe this principle or the other for the
benefit of the Lord, or because he compels us?
No, all we do1s for our own henefit, for the

fruth is unbending and it cannot be different from

what it is, and thouzh a man cannot be made
to,bend to it, truth still remains imme vable and un-
changed. e

I remember hearing the sectarians say, ‘If you
believe baptism is true there is nothing to prevent
you from obeying it.” The infilel may say the
same in reference to his disbelieve in religion al-
fogether; he may say, ‘I cannot believe in the
God you worship,’ but will he be excused on that
ground? ~Noj I say he will not, for he might se¢
it and believe it, if his pi inciples, his traditions,
his education and false training were not suffered
to becloud his miud. Neither will the varicus
secfarians be excused because they say they did
not believe in baptism, in the laying on of hands,
m the sacrament, or any other particular prineiple
of the gospel? Does God ask when he gives re-
velation whether we believe it or not? No, he
does no such thing, for his words are true and
they must be obeyed, and implicitly too. Does
he say to our friends in the world, ‘Do yon be-
lieve in a patriarchal order of marriage as believed
in by the Mormons?’ No, he does not, becanse
it is an eternal truth. "

D> I wish to do away with the conscience of
man altogether? No, I do not, but I wish to
hold it in subjection to the will of God, and I am
bold to say that all the standards yon may have
brought forward to test the truth by are little,
small and insignifieant, because as the heavens
are above the earth soare God’s ways above ours,
and so=are the ways of the Prophets; they can
see the mind and will of God beforehand,” their
minds are enlarged for that purpose, but onr minds
cannot unravel the things of God as they ean.
But if we seek to mfould onr minds in conformit
to the things of God we shall have the Spirit
within us to make us happy under every circum-
stance of life. |

It is then the design of the Almighty that our
minds may be governed by him through bis ser-
vant whom he has appointed upon the earth; for
he has made it his law that man should be saved
through the instrumentality of his fellow man.
‘Surely God will do nothing, but he revealeth his
secrels to his servants the Prophets,’ and they
will lead, direct and govern all things pertaining
to his kingdom. And this, brethren, is the ver
means by which God has designed to break in
pieces all governments, whether monarchical,
aristoeratical or republican. |

Men may talk about discussion, but I tell yon
that discussion has done more harm than good;
it has kept back many good principles which God
would have given through men, had it not been
for their confusion and almost unceasing dizeus-
sions. How often do we see in the” parliaments™
of the world that a good measure is kept back
for years by discussion, and “see at the present

 time the condition of the whole sectariar and polit-

ical world, and they are full of discussion. Truth
cannot be discussed, ueither is it required that
it should be, but when God rules and directs he
will do so through one channel, and the people
;nustt be unanimous in their reception of that
Tl

We may love the systems of the world as we
like, and they may tremble as much as they like,
but I tell von that it is an eternal truth that God
must rule by one man upon the earth, OF course
that one man will call others to his assistance, as
he cannot do all the work himself. Inasmuch
then as this is the way we shall become one with
our God, and his will be done upon the eairth as
it is in the heavens, [ rejoice that I am associated
with a kingdom of this- kind, thatl am in a po-
gition of this nature, where I can receive the
counsels of the authoriiies of this church. I de-
sire that I may ever have the Spiiit within me,
that I may be faithful to the covenan!s I have
made in connection with you. 1 have come to
this place for the purpose of doing the will of

'God, and T am determined to go onin this mighty



