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LThe Profitableness of Hens.

The following article, on the subject of
keeping hens in preference to swine for the
production of food, published in the Jmerican

—

I remove the top soil and continve to cultivate
as during the first season, till the roots are
fit for use, which is when they are three years
old. The Dutch use them when two, but the
French not till they are three yearsold. The
older the plants the betier the color.

F‘Wilﬂ'.el' scalded corn meal or ground corn and
oats is given to them warm in the morning;
but the main food must be hard graing, They
must be well supplied with finely cracked
oyster shells, gravel and mortar, and green
food in winter, Mine consume two or three

k
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It has, we believe, been satisfactori'y
proven that Chinrse sugar caneis a very
profitable ecrop, mcre so than any other
grown in the State when pure seed has been
planted at the right time, and the crops have
been properly cultivated. The continual
adulteration of the seed which has been go-
ing on from the time of the introdaction of
gorghum into these valleys to the present

time by mixlure of broom and other like kinds | P

uf corn, which has been planted everywhere
and in every place people have chosen, not
unfrequently in the same field, side by side
with the cane, has been so general and
universal that there is but very litile if
any pure seed to be found in the country.
Some say there is none; how this may be
we know not, but from the non-observance
the world over, in these latter days, by agri-
culturists of that wholesome, inhibiting pro-
vision in the statutes of Moses, enjoining the
people not to sow their fields with “divers
kinds of seeds,” the presumption is that the
amount of unhybridized sugar cane seed

is quite limited.
Uader these circumstances, and until a dif-

'tue latter; the result bas been quite satisfac-

fident the advantage is decidedly in favor of

Agriculturist, is from the pen of Mr. J. C.
Thompson, of Tompkinsville, Staten Island,
New York:

Most families in the country, and on the
outskirts of cities, think they must keep one
or more pigs to use up the offal of the family
—or because it is the “‘custom of tLe country.”
Having t:ied pigs and become disgusted with
the trouble, labor, expense, filth and noise—
to say nothing of the inle:iority of pork to
eggs and poultry— 1 abandoned the former for

tory, and after several years trial, I feel con-

oultiy. Here is vy last year’s account:
January 1, 1801, stock on hand. 70 fuwls, of
which fifteen died during the winter from un-
known causes, leavirg me 02 laying hens.
From these 1 obtained in January, 409 eges;
|in February, 42Y; in March, 6815 in April, 959;
in May, 835; in June, 801; in July, 719; in
Angu-t, 603; in Beptember, 4213 in October,
3325 in Novemh r, 286; and in December; 440.
Total, from 52 bens, 6,925 eggs — equivalent,
in bulk, to seven barrels, as a barrel packed
for market contains just ahout 1,000 eggs.
About 8 e:gs from the Leghorn or black
Spanish breeds, weigh a pound. My 6,925
eggs tuerefore weighed +05 pounds. Allow-
ing the hen- to weigh d pounds apiece, they
each laid,on an average, three times their
weight in eggs alone. As they hatched
full a hundre . chicks, the weight of which,
when.ready for the table must have been 1l
pounds each the wheole amount of food pro-

ferent order of things can be brought about,
cultivators of sorghum will have to do the
best they can, by obtaining the best seed there
is, and that which hasnot been adulterated to
so great an extent, as much of that grown in
this county, was last season, as to be wholly

unfit for planting. .
The hybridizinz process has heen going on

in other States than this since the introduc-
tion of the Chinese sugar cane into North
America, and in the countries of Europe,
where it has been cultivated, there can be
no pure seed obtained. New importations
from China are spoken of as the only
means of obtaining unadulterated seed, which
those interested in the matter, in the east,
intend doin2 the present season,

The t.me for p’anting in this and adjoining
valleys has now arrived and the sooner the
seed is put into the ground the more certainty
there will be of its coming to maturity before
the frosts of autumn shall come. ‘A very
sure way to insure germination when the
ground isdry, as much of that suitable forthe
growing of cane now is, notwithstanding the
great amount ¢f water that fell during the
month of March and the fore part of April,
inasmuch as sorghum seed does not grow or
spring up very readily,is to soak the seed
until it sprouts, before planting, not in hot
waler, but by keeping it moist and spread out
somewhat thinly to keep it from heating. The
sprouting should only be carried on to the
swelling of the seed sufficiently to bre.k the
shell. Further than that would be inju ious,
as the germs would be liable to be broken nﬁ in
planting.
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Late Tree-Planting,

The following cn the subject of planting
tréees late in the epring is from the Llla Cali-
Jornia:

We have never-derived any advantage from
planting apy earlier than near the time the
sap is about to commense its flow, which
timae varies with the seas ns. On the first day
of April year and cherry trees have been
planted in this city, making a good season’s
growth, and producing fine specimens of fruit.

duced war over a thousand pounds, r otwith-

heads of cabbage daly. They getthe scraps |
from the table, ecrap meat, ete. In summer, |
grass, lettuce and canbbage are furnishetdai y |
in abundance—they will consuwe a great

quantity.
YARD ROOM,

The permanent yard is 50x50, opening into
a grazing and rawbling Jot of 50x100, also
used as a plum orchard, The fence is only
5 feet bigh, and by feed ng well and clipp ng
the feathers on one wing there is no trouble
in keeping them at all times within the yard.

REETTING THE HENS,

To insure good healthy chicks the hens
should be st in March, and certainly not
later than April. By having portable nests,
when liens desi e to set and become fixed in
the Labit in the setting season, they can be
supplied with eggs (the date of setting marked
en them in ink or pencil), and any number of
nests moved to a roow for the purpose, which
must be kept close, and well supplied wilth
food and wate~,” The nests may all be set
side by side, for if the hens should all leave
their nests at once to feed, when they return
they will each take a nest, althongh they may
change places, This arrangement insures
their setling steady, as they arenot compelled
to wander off for food, but return guickly to
the nest and keep up the warmth of the eggs,
and thus bring out strong chicks, By setting
a number at one time, if sorse hatch half
briods they can be put together with one hen,

When the plants are taken up for use,
which should be in the spring, cut out the
eyes and plaut, which will produce roots fit
for use one year sooner than when grown
from the seed. Madder seed is not considered
good when produced from plants belore they
are three years old.

I'intend to plant half anaecre with madd r
this sprirg.

D, Graves,

P,

Grafting the Tomato on the Potato.—
“H rticola,” in the Horticulturist states
that he succceded perfectly, in drafting a
scion of the tomato on the “potato vine. He
cut about one third of the potato shoot off,
just above a leaf, tak ng care not to burt the
bud in its base. The scion, being shielde |
from the sun, was every day sprinkled with
a little water, and it took readily. In the
(all, the tomato was loaded with ripe and
unripe fruit, and had grown to large size.

N W R e e, L S e e

Cowis.—A corre-pondent of the Praiiie
Farmer says that where cows lose their milk
by leaking, the evil may be remedied by ap-
piying asmall quantity of collodion to the
end of the teat immediately after milking.
Tbis will at once form & thin tough covering
or skin, which will prevent the leakage, aud
which may readily be removed before milking
again. The collodion may be purchased at
any uruggist’s,
m

A FRENCH CONFIDENCE GAME.
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When a setling hen looks pale about the head
it is evidence she is lonsy; clean and wash

standing I killed off part of the o)d stoeck in
June, July and August, depending on the
spring-hiatched chieks, which begiu to lay in
Augus’, to keep up a supply of eggs and re-
place +hose killed off. g’fhm we consider the
amount of food (of the very best kind) pro-
duced in one year from so small a stock to
start on, and then, too, the stock left whole at
the end of the year, the advantage of poultry
over pigs can be seen at a glance,

To produce 1,000 pounds ¢f pork will re-
quire a v.st amount of iabor, a vast quantity
of food, and any quantity of noise—giving
fresh food for only a sh rt time and sa't food
for the balance of the year--and the stock
not Jeft whole to start on ag.in, as in the
case of pouitrv. The product in .ergs was
more than 6,925, perhaps over 7,000, as I de-
tected a boy that bad acce g {o the hen-house
for some time, in stealingy them. The num-
ber namel was actaally ecollected. My slock
is principally Leghoru; and it now costs $3
per month to feed 75 head, As some may de-
sire to know bow ile hens are managed, I
send a brief descriptior,

THE HEN-HOUSE,

Mine is a lean to—10x106 feet—19 feet high
on the rear and 8 feet front, facing the south,
A barn stands o the east end, a shed on the
west end, with a glass front, for a shelter and
feeding place in cold and wet weather., The
roofs of both preject three or four feet wlich
kerps the grounid dry n front and about the
entrance, The bacz
are lined or doubl’e boarded, and the front has
three glaz.d sashes—furnished with inside
shutters—a ventilator 16 inches square is

laced in the roof wilth a valve hung a* the
oltom, to close, more or less, a8 may be re-
quired, in cold a_d s‘ormy weather,

ROOSTS.

A frame is made and hung to t'e rear of
the house, which can be set at any desired in-
clination; h« roosts are placed lengthwise on
the frame, ladder-like, about 18 inches apart.
As all fowls seek the highest roosts these are
filled first, and others in succession. This
brings them close together in cold weather,
In warm weather the frame mus: be levelled

| to make thew scatter on all the roosts and

keep cool as possible. The floor being con-
creted, it is eagy to clean, keeps out rats, and
makes it dry. Under the roo ts I place fine
charcoal, or dry earth, or muck to absorb the
d oppings; a few shovelfuls added each day
keeps the house free fron any bad odor. The
rest of the floor should be covered with saw-
dust, dry earth, chaff or cut straw, for, in cold

Cherry trees bave been dug when in full leaf,

#killfully packed and shipped te Coloma,
which made twice the growth by Autumn, of
the undisturbed and remaining trees in the
nursery. The finest pears exhibited at the
State Fair held in Stockton in 1857, were
grown on three year old trees, dug in the
early part of the winter, heeled in--remaining
in this position until in full blcom. They
were then planted in the orcbard, and out
of three hundred so planted, not one failed to
make a gocd growth, and nearly one-half pro-
duced a fair crop of fruit. The time for
plauting this season (particularly on heay
soil), will be when the weather becomes
warm, and the soil in conditien to work with-
out packiuﬁ; Trees that have been lifted
early and egt in goed condition dorm.nt
(perbaps peaches and nectarines might be ex-
ceptndfmay be safely planted as late as the
10th or 20th of April.

N Nl ey

Produet of Single Beans.—A farmer in New
Hampshire raised 415 beans from one seed. —
The Boston Cultivator says that Mr. Met.-
calf of Frank!in, Mass., a few years since
raised from two beans, 153 pods on one and
tﬁﬂ on the otker. They “ghelled. cul? 1,533

¢aus.

weather, hens like to keep their feet dry and
warm, Neither coal nor, wood ashes should
be put in the house, as they act on the manure
and decompose the uric acid, thus wasting

ammonia, and making the houge offensive.

FOR NESTS

Use butter or lard tubs set (n shelves at the
ends of the house, one to two feet from the
floor—portable nests, with glass nest egss,
are best. Tuey should be often cleaned and
supplied with fresh straw or hay. The grease
on the tubs is a remedy azainst lice. Greas-
ing the roosts at all the places where the
touch the frame, and in fact, the inside of the
house and rogsts, with any kind of soft grease
or fish oil is ecertain to destroy them, as they
cannot live a moment in grease. A paint
bru h or white-wash brush can be used for
applying the grease, which should be done

early in the spring, and again i :
it appears to be niquired, g in summer, if

MODE OF FEEDING.

I fhru only sound grain; no other should be
used. Avgnet{ 18 not objectionable. My
standing dish is wheat screenings; th's is

: sides for the purpose, as.a [eeding,

always by them ina box slatted uut- the
ox. lu

and front of the house |

M. Pasquier, who was Prefect of Pol ce

the nest, gr-ase the hen under the wings, on
thie back and rump, wash the egcs in warm
watcr, and return to the nest.

TREATMENT OF CHICKS,

= When first halched they must be fed on
bread soaked in milk; after three or four days,
feed with cooked or scalded Indian meal three
timmes a day; but finely cracke! corn or wheat
screeni gs, should be always within their
reach; also clean water. The hens with
chicks should be kept in coops for eeveral
days, the coops kept dry and clean and placed
in shel ered places. With such treatment
not five per cent. of chicks will be lost,

Iu comelusion let me sav, the secret of suc-
cess with fowls is this: They wmust be young,
well fed and cared for, and small numbers—
12 to 25—pay much betlerin proportion than

large flocks.
In a postscript Mr, Thompson adds:

I find 75 hens will eat six quarts of Indian
corn a day, they helping th mselves to it, that
is, a peck to one hundared hens, The test was
made on Indian corn, that being the stapl-
food for poultry, making ninety bu hels a
year for 100 hens,

In 1lineis where Indian ¢ rn is worth only
ten cents per bushel, the cost would be nine
dollars if kept a year—but as most hens lay
when five or six mon'hs o!d, they pay in eggs
mo e than the cost of keeping, leaving the
stock clear at the end of the year.

il

Culture of Madder.

The growing of madder in this "part’of the!
State is attracting considerable attention, and
many inquiries have been and are being made
as to the best mode of culture. Not baving
had experience in the matter we are unpre-
pared to give any instructions in relation to
the subject, 28 we know not what kind of soil
is best wdapted to its growth, neither at what
time in the gpring the seed should be planted,
and as to the mode of putting it into the
ground, and cultivating the plants, we are al-
together uninformed; but there are tLose, and
not a few, in these valleys, who have been

during the Empire under the First N p leon,
after his retirement, was full of ancedotes
regpecting confidence men, whose ariifices
duped persons apparen ly less ariful than
'bemseves. The following, says the Phila-
delphia Press is one of his ancedotes:

A magnificent carriage drove up,
to the duor of a rich jew: ller in
wellelook ing, important, and not overdressed
geutleman ali:bted from it. He said that he
wanted a complete v edding parure, consisting
of a lady’s set ofdiamond crnaments, the price
limited to 200,000 fraves, equal to $40,000.
I'rom several designs which lie examined wilh
the evidently practised eye of a councisseur,
he selected one which he desired mi.-bt be
executed within five days, and insisted ou
leaving four thousand francs with the jeweller
as a deposit, He also selected a ring, worth

one day,
Varis, and a

} 120 fraues, which be begzed might be sent to

h m the next day, giving bis addiess, Prince
Garagrin, Hotel IHollande, Rue de la Pz x,
which was a more fashionable Louse in 18uo
than it is in 1862,

The jewel er’s messencer called at the
appointed -time, and was shown inte an
apartment in tl e second story. ‘There were
five or gix liveried lackies in the antechamber,
one of whom escor ¢d Lim to the Piince, who
received and ex mined the ring, paid for it,
and presented ten franesto tLe messenger,
who returned home, joyfully congratulating

the jeweller on having go wealtby aud 1.b.rel
a custom-r.

On the fifth day, 2s agrecd, the jewellcr
carried home the diamonds, and found the
Prince in his study, sitting belore his cylir-
drical secrctaire. His Highness minutely
inspected the jewelswitha glass, and sudderly
on: of the valets announced “P.ince Dai-
gorouki.”  *“Ah, my brother-in-law,” ¢x-
claimed his Highness; “I do not wish him to
see the present with which I inte d surprising

his sisier. Reque t him to stay in the
ﬂ;a“;:ng-mum, and 1 will immediately jcin
im,

Touching the table, the cylinder moved and
the secretaire closed. Tie diamonds were
within it—Dbut on the the table was an open
box filled with plump leath:r bags, and nu-
merous rouleaux of Jl'us were huddled

engaged in the production of vegetable dyes
and understand the modus operandi of growing
madder and they owe the knowledge they

| otbers, to the commu.ity, and they should

[ture of the madder

possess in that respect, as well as in all

impart it at the earliest practicable date.
The following communication «(n the cul-
ture of madder, received a few days since, is
net very explicit, but it may be sufficiently
so for the purpose for which it was intended.

Provo, April 26th, 1862,
Ep. DEserer NEws:—

Some five years since [ commenced the cul-
plant. I prepare the
ground, a light sandy soil, by digging it deep
and putting half a bushel of lime on each
square rod, I plant the last of April, making
my drills three feet apart and planting the
seed in the drills one foot apart.

When the plants get about four inches high
[ nip off the top of each so that they may
throw out lateral shoots, and when these at-
tain the height of from eight to ten inches I
bend them down and cover them with earth
all but about two inches of the top end, whicl,
I nip off as in the first instance for the pro-
duction of more lateral shoots, These I also
in turn bend uown and bury as before, ard

a wall, in which a hole had been

there being a corresponding hole in 1he back
of the secretary, the

together confusedly. On his arrival, the
Jeweller had noticed all this t easure, and
more especially a large Russia leather port-
follo, well lined with bank notes, the rough
edges of which were visible,

The Prince qu.tted the room, saying he
would immediately return. Tie polite
jeweller begged him not to hurry biwself,
I'wenty minutes elapsed, which seemed like
three hours htu the jew<ller, over whom a
vag.e apprehension crept. The door opene
—Ob! here is his H:gbnEsu, he thnught.p N:
It was tle master of the hotel, who asked if
he was waiting for sny one? “For the return
of Prince Garagrin,” the jeweller answered.
‘I have just sold him a set of diamonds for
200,000 franes. Are you his secretary?” ‘I'he
mailre d’ hotel shook his head and sadly gaid,
“l am his dupe and so are you, I suppose,”
“Impossible! The diamonds are ghut up in
that secretaire.—Besides look at al) this
money.”?

Alas! the leathern bag which he seized w-

filled with na'ls. The E:uleaux were of fr:;d.
The Russian leather ﬁortfollu contained
scraps of waste paper. However, there was
one consolaticn—the diamonds were safe. A
locksmith was sent for — the gecretaire
opened and—empty! It stood flush up again:-t

made, and

Jewels had readily been

continue the process during the season. In

'.tha.win_tnrl Eghtlycurer the plants for
proteciion from fresty and when sprinz comes

|

removed into the nex

: t room. The jeweller
as be well mEht be, was in detpljir. Th:

master of the Dotel had Leen swindled, Al



