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trlIIIHISTORY OFor JOSEPHJOSEFS SMITH

OCTOBER 1843

president joseph smith related to the con-
ference the detention of documents from justin
but esq which were designed for the
benefit of himself president smith but were
noffilof handed over for some three or four we eks
greatly tot0 his disadvantage also an indirect
bestirtestimonypony from missouri through the mother
of ofinorin P rockwell that said and
others had given information by letter of pre-
sident smiths visit to dixon advising them to
proceedd to that place and arrest him thetherere
he stated that iin consequenceFonSe quene of those and
other circumstances and his ablen ss
to hinhim as a counselor he did not wish to retaretainini

him in that station unless those difficulties
could be removed but desired his salvationsalvation
and expressed his willingness that he should
re taina place among the saints

elder allohalandi W babbitt suggested the pro-
prietybriety ot0 limiting the complaints and proofs to

had transpired bincesince the
last conference

Piesplespresidentpresideident joseph smith replied and showed
the legality and propriety of a thorough inves-
tigationtitr atlon without such limitationimitation

eldereider sidney rigdon plead concerning the
document from justin butterfield Eesqsg thattilt he
received it in answer to some inquiries which
he had transmitted to him that he received it
at a time when hehajwaswas sick and unable to ex-
amine it did noenot know that it was designed
for the perusal and benefit of president joseph
smith that he had consequently ordered it
to be laid aside where it remained until inI

1in-
quired for by joseph smith ilehe had never
written to missouri concerning the visit of
joseph smith to dixon and knew of no other
parson having done so that concerning cer-
tain

cer-
win rumors of belllbelligerentgernt operations under
governor carlins administration he had re-
lated them not to alarm or disturb any one
hutbut that lie had the rumors from good authori-
ties and supposed them well founded that
liehe had never received but one communication
from john C bennett and that of a business
character except one addressed to him con-
jkintlyiantly with elder orson pratt which liheta hohandedhadded over to President smith that he had
never written any letters to john C benbennettnett

the weather becoming inclement confer-
ence adjourned until sunday 10 aamin

sunday ath 10 am
conference assembled agreeably to adjourn-

ment
sinsingingkinghingging by the choir and prayer by elder

lVwilliamilliam IV phelps
elder sidney rigdon resumed his plea of

defence ilehe related the circumstances of0 his
reception in the city of quincy after his es-
cape from missouri the cause of his delay in
not going to the city of washington on an
express to which he had been appointed and
closed with a moving appeal to president jo-
sephseih smith concerning their former friendshipta
associations and sufferings and expressed his
avillwillingnessgriess to resign his place though with
sorrowful and indescribable feelings during0
this the sympathies of the congrega-
tion were highly excited

eiderelder aimonalmon NV babbitt relateda conversa-
tion he had had with esq johnson in which
he exonerated elder sidney rigdon from the
charge or suspicion of havinghavins had a treacher-
ous correspondence with ex governor carlin

president joseph smith arose and explained
to wethe conweecongeecongregationgationgatlon the supposed treacherous
correspondence with ex governor carlin and
expressed entire lack of confidence in his inte-
grityyandand steadfastness judging from their past
intercourse

president hyrum smith followed with re-
marks on the attribute of mercy in god as
that by which he influences controls and con-
quers and the propriety and importance of
the saints exercising the same attribute to-
wards their fellows and especially towards
their aged companion and fellow servant in the
cause of truth and righteousness

elder aimonalmon IV babbitt and president wil-
liam law followed with remarks in defence of
elder sidney rigdonbigdon

on motion by william marks and seconded
by patriarch hyrum smith conference voted
that elder sidney rigdon be permitted to retaretainii n
hisbis station as counselor to the first presidentt

president joseph smith arose and said 11

have thrown him off my shoulders and you
have again put him on me you may carry him
but aillI1 will not X

Singsingingirig Prayerby william lawtawdaw

konXonconferenceference adjourned for one hour

3 pm
conference assembled but in consequence of

the incleincieinclemency of the weather business was
postponed until mondaymond y 10 clock am

monday 10 amaroaraana
conference usenassembledled and resumed busi-

ness f

singing by the choir prayer by elder A
cutler

the business pertaining to the temple was
then announced by thiethe president as next in
order

elder Alpalphensalpheushelishells cutler on the part of the
temple committee represented the work of
the temple tofo be retarded for want of team-
work and provisions also of iron steel blast-
ing ipowder andand clothciothclothingi ng giving as his opinion
that the walls could easily be completed next
season if these embarrassmentsembarrass ments were removed
and the brethren would come forward to sus-
tain them in the work with the means that
were in their hands I1

eldereider reynolds cahoon followed seconding
the remarks of elder cutler and setting forth
thethie importance of the saints using their ut-
mostin ost exertions to fulfillfulfil the revelationn concern-
ing the templetempie earnestly exhorting the saints
here and abroad to roll in the necessary means
inintoto the hands of the trustee that the worlwork
may advance with rrapidityaerditypresident hyrum smithmith followed with perti-
nent remarks on the importance of the work
the ease with which it might be advanced to
its completion that it had already become a
monument for the peaplepeople abroad to gaze on
with astonishment tlelie concluded with some i

advice to parents to restrain their children
from vice and folly and employ them in some
business of profit to themselves to the temple
or elsewhere

on motion by elder william law and scso
by president hyrum smith conference

voted that we as a conference and individuals
will use 0111 the means exertions and influence
in our powerpower to sustain the temple committee
in advancing the work of the temple

conference adjourned for one hourahour
2 pm

conference assembledreassembledre and listened with
profound attention to an impressive discourse
from president joseph smith commemorative
of the decease of james adams esq late of
this city and an honorable worthy useful
and esteemed member of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints

all men know that they must die and it is
important that we should understand the rea-
sons and causes of our exposure to the vicissi-
tudes of lifeilfe and of death and the designsdes igns
and purposes of god in our coming into the
world our sufferings here and our departure
hence what is the object of our coming into
existence then dying and falling away to be
here no more it is but reasonable to suppose
that god would reveal something in reference
to the matter and it is a subject we ought to
study more than any other we ououghtp11ht to
study it day and night for the world iiss igno-
rant in reference to their true condition and
relation if we have any claim on our hea-
venly father for anythingg it is for knowledge
on this important susubjectjec 1 could we read and
comprehend all that has been written from the
days of adam on the relation of man to god
and angels in a future state we should know
very little about it headingreadingg ththethae experience
of others or the revelation divgivenen to them can
never give usvs a comprehensive view of our con-
dition and true relation to god knowledge of
thesehese things can only be obtained by experience
through the ordinances ot0 god set forth for
that purpose could you gaze into heaven
five mfminutes you would know more than you
would by reading all that iverevereven was written on
hethe subject
we are only capable of comprehending that

certain things exist which we may acquinacquiree by
certain fixerfixed principles if men would acquire
salvation they have got to be subject before
they leave this world to certain rules and prprin-
ciples

in
which were fixed by an ununalterablealterabl e

decree before the world was
the disappointment of hopes and expecta-

tions at the resurrection would be indescribably
dreadful

the organization of the spiritual and heav-
enly worlds and of spiritual and heavenly
beings was agreeable to the most perfect or-
der anhand harmony their limits and bounds were
fixed irrevocably and voluntarily subscribed
tto0 in their heavenly estate by themethemselveselves
and was by ourkurfirstfirst parents subscribed to
upon the earth hence the importance of
embracing and subscribingscribing to principles of
eternal truth by all men upon the earth that
exexpectact eternal life as

fI1 assure the saints that truth in referencereftrence
to these matters can and may be known
through the revelations of god in the way of
his ordinances and in answer to prayer the
hebrew church came unto the spirits of just
men made perfect and unto an innumerable
company bf0o angels unto god the father of all
and to jesus christ the mediator of the new
covenant what did they learn by coming to
the spirits of just men made perfectperfect Is it
written no what they learnedlearne has not beenbeel
and could not have been written what object
was gained by this communication with the
spirits of the just it was the established
order of the kingdom of god the keys of
power and knowledge were with them to

munimunicacatetc to the saints hence the importance
of understanding the distinction between the
spirits of the just and angels

spirits can only hebe revealed in flaming fire
or glory angels have er
their light and glory being and
hence they appear in bodily shape the spir-
its of just men are made ministering servants
to tthosehose who are sealed unto life eternal and
it is through theinthem that the sealing power
comes down

patriarch adams is now one of the spirits of
the just men made perfect and if revealed
now must be rerevealedveiled in fire and tiietileth-e glory
could not be endured jesus showed himself
to his disciples and they thought it was his
spirit and they were afraid to approach his
mirspirit4 angels have advanced higher ina know-
ledgeg andnd power than spirits

concerning brother james adams it should
appear strange that so good and so great a
marijmarilmanawaswas hated the deceased ought never to
have had an enemy but so it was wherever
light shone it stirred up darkness truth and
error good and evil cannot be reconciled
judge adams had somesoine enemies but such a
roan ought not to have had one I1 saw him
hirstfirst at springfieldfield when on my wayvay from
missouri to washington he sought me out
when a stranstrangerer took me to his home encour-
aged and chcheered me and gave me money
heife has been a most intimate friend I1 an-
ointed him to the patriarchal power to receive
the kelsofkeys of knowledge and power by revela-
tion to himself he lashas had revelationsdeviations con-
cerning his departure and has gone to a more
important work when men are ppreparedrepared
they are better off to go hence brother adams
has gone to open tipup a more eyleffectual door for
the dead the spirits of the just are exalted
to a greater and more glorious work hence
they are blessed in their departure to the world
of spirits enveloped in flaming fire they arearc
not far from us and know and understand our
thoughts feelings and motions and are often
pained therewith

flesh and blood cannot go there but flesh
and bones quickened by tiothee spirit of god
can

itif we would be sober and watch in fasting
and prayer god would sickness
from our midst

hasten the work of the temple renewren ew your
exertions to forward alithe work of the lourdourlastast
days and walk before the lord in soberness
andana righteousness let the elders and saints
do awaawayX with light mindedness and be sober 5

such is a faint outline of the discourse of
president joseph smith which was delivered

j with his usual feeling and pathos and was
listened to with the most profound and eager
attention by the multitude who hung upon his
instructions anxious to learn and pursue the
path of eternal life I1

after singing by the choir and prayer by
the president conference adjourned sine die
with the benediction of the president

JOSEPH SMITH president
GUSTAVUS HILLS clerk
the missionaries to the society islands went

on board the shship titimoleonmoleon captain
at new beardbedford and got under weigh

elder philip B lewis donated towards
their passage and fit out elder knowlton F
hanks health was very poor

tuesday lorly10 my brother hyrum was ap-
pointedhinted by the voice of the spirit one of the

I1 templegempletempletempie committee in place of judge eli-asellaselias
higbeeI1 deceased

I1 spent the day in council with J and 0 C
skinner and the about the sale of
land and appointed william clayton
the property

wednesday 11 I1 was at home this inmorn-
ing

orn
in the afternoon I1 went with my brother

hyrum william law and our ladies to bro-
ther john Benbowsbowls

the following11 is from the times and sea-
sons

ANCIENT RUINS every day adds fresh
testimony to the already accumulated evidence
on the authenticity of the book of mormon
at the time that book was translated there
was very little known about ruined cities and
dilapidated buildings the general presump-
tion was that no people possessing mopemom in-
telligencetelli gence than our present race of indians had
ever inhabited this continent and the accounts
given in the book of mormon concerning large
cities and civilized people having inhabited
this land was generallygenerallv disbelieved and pro-
nounced a humbug priest since then has
thrown some light on this interestinterestingincinz subject
stephens in bihiss incidents of travels in cen-
tral america has thrown in a flyodflood of testi-
mony and from the following statements it is
evident that the book of mormon does not give
a more extensive account of large and popu-
lous cities than those discoveries now demon-
strate to be even in existexistenceecce ed

from the texas telegraph oct 11liwe have been informed by a gentleman
who has traversed a large portion of the ind-
ian country of northern texas and the country
lyingling between santa fe and the pacific that
tthereere are vestiges of ancient cities and ruined
castles or temples on the rio puertopuerco and on
the colorado of the west

he sayisaya that on one of the branches of the
rio puerco a few days travel from santa fe
there is an immense pipileeieile of ruins that
to belonbelong tto0 an ancient temtempletempiepae portions

the walls are still standing consisting of huge
blocks of limestone regularly hewn and laid
in cemcementent the buildtbuilding occupies an extent
of lnorepore than an acre it is ttso10xo or three
stories high has no roof but contains many
rooms generally of a square form without win-
dowslows and the lower rooms are so darkdarl and
gloomy that they resemble caverns rather thanthal1
theahe apartments of an edifice built for a human
habitation

our informant did not give the style of archi-
tecturetec ture but he believes it could not be erected
by spaniards or europeansEeuropeansuro as the stones are
much worn by the rains and indicate that the
building has stood many dundrhundredCd yearsyearS from
his description vewe are induced to believe that
it resembles the ruins of palenque or

hesayohe there are many similar ruins on the
coloradaColorada of the west which empties into the
califcalifornian sea in one of the valleys of the
cordillerascordilleranCordilleras traversed by this river andind about
four hundred miles from its mouth there isis a
large temple still standistandingng its wwallswailsaI1Is and 8spiresp 1 re s
presenting scarcely any trace of dilapidation
and were ltit not for the wantvant of a roof it might
still be rendered habitable near it scattered
along the declivity of a mountain are tthe4 e

ruins of what must have been once a large city
the braes of0 a large aqueduct part of

which is however in the solid rock are still
visible neither the indians residing in the
vicinity nor the eldest Spaspanish settlers of the
nearest settlements can ggiveglyeivelvei any account of
ththe ororiginorinin of these buildings they merely
know ilatthat they have stood there from the
earleariearliestiest periods tto0 whwhichich their traditions ex-
tend

the antiquarian who is desirous to trace
the aztec or toltec races in their migrations
from the northern regionsreous of america elay
find in these ancient edificese manyinany subjects of
curious speculation8 emulationecula tion 5711

1

thursdaythu 12 prayer meeting in my room
we prayed for william marks who was sicksi ek
1 I1 sent clayton to lathrop to borrow 50
that I1 might be able to redeem worth of
propertyrop erty which was published to be sold to-
dayay aatt but lathrop refused liehe also
went to eliell Chchasesasels but was refused by hihim

i
M

I1 was grieved that the brethren felt so penur-
ious in their spirit although they professed to
be guided by the revelations which the lord
giveslveive s through me on my afterwards givingga PIpledgeedge that I1 would repay the 5030 in 48
hourshur0 s lathrop lent the money and enabled
me to redeem the land

I1 received the following from H R hotch-
kiss

new york sept 18431943
rev jos smith

dear sir I1 see by the newspapers that
there has beenbeeh a meeting of citizens at car-
thage relative to the mormonscormonsMormons and that sev-
eralera severe resolutions have been passed con-
demning the conduct of the mormonscormonsMor mons
knowing how little I1 can rely upon public
rumor upon such subjects I1 have taken the
liberty of applying directly to you for correct
information and solicit as a particularpareticular favor
that you will commancommunicateicate atat your earliest
convenienceconven fence the facts in the case

of course I1 feel an interest in the propeprosperityrity
of nauvoo and an interest also yiua the successcess
of the mormon enterpriseenterprize and a deep interest
in the welfare of your peoplepopie and themorethe more so
certaincertainly as their pecuniary interest is identi-
fied witwith my ownowl I1 make this frank acknow
ledgement because it is always besbestt for men
of sense to talk as they mean I1 should how-
ever be solicitous for a successful termination
of your great enterpriseenterprize hadbad I1 not one dollar
invested in nauvoo because the completetritrl

of energetic exertions is always gratify-
ingin0 to all business men

your obedient servant
HORACE R HOTCHKISS

wrote this replyrep
C nauvooauvon iiiiliIllOoctet 12 181318 13

dear sir your letter of the ulluil is at
hand soliciting information concerning the
carthage resolutions 5 in answer to your

very candid inquiry and interest relative to
our welfare brevity will suffice unprincipled
men and disappointed demagoguesdemagoguesy with here
and there an untamed sucker composed that
disgraceful and disgracing as well as

assemblage and I1 feel proud to say
that patriots and honest men generally frown
upon such audacious proceedings asag beneath
the dignity of freemen it is to be hoped that
publicpublic opinion wlwill11 continue to spurn at such
doings and leave the actors to fester in their
ownowns shamebame

with the smilingemiling0 prospects arouniaround us at
present successsuc cessceas seems certain and with the
blessings of jehovah we shall apapreap the reward
of virtue and goodness I1 go for the good of
the world and if all honest men would do so
mean men would be scarce you are at liber-

i ty to use this to counteract falsefaisefalsehoodshoous as you
may deem proper

respectfully I1 am your obedient servant
JOSEPH SMITH

friday 13 first severe frost at nauvoo
thisth is season ice on the water

at home made arrangements to prepare pro-
visions for the workmen in the pinery from
10 am till 3 pm presided in municipal court
on habeas corpus in favor of charles drowndrawn
to be delivered from the custody of samuelsamuel
waterman the prisoner being sick adjourned
the case to the loth


