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THE DESERET WEERKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS..

A DIVINE MESSAGE.

Unguestionably the great problemr
wonfronting the warld at the present
time, causing eo muech uneasiness and,
in some miude, apprehension for the

fuiure, bave been before mankind
frum Lime Immemorisl. Toe labur
question, for 1nstance, is probspiy as
oid as pome of the pyramide 1n Egypt,
or the “*banging gardene? of Sewirs.
amis. Other modern igsues are of equal-
Jy respvoiable antiquity. Tims and
agsiu they bave demanded = saolution,
and the sagesn of munkind have re-
peatedly trisd Lo meet tbls demand,
well knowing tbat tbere is a polint be-
yond which the pressure cannolL be
slloweu lo go wilh eafety, as ls uemon-
wlrated hy the emplres and civillzatiouvs
of which only Lthe seattered ruina and
wther arebmilogicel evidencer are leil.

Bl whle tbe problems remain ep-

seothally the esme; new Phases
Aafs  ¢)nstantly presented, owing
lo the ever changing conditious,
wod threstenlng »  repetition ol
former disusters, Can there he
& clearer demonstration of the ina-
Lility of the human race, eo far,to bripg
about tbu desirable couvdition ia which
each individual 18 mlfilling the men-
wre of nwie or her ex stence ou eartbh
and, consequenltly, vnjoylng happinese?
The matter {5 one that nativosspeeuliy
musl conpider; fur Lhe discontent ut
1he mlihions is already beard llke the
zoiling ot distant tbunoder, OF the rouar
ol a batile, yeu far off buy apparenily
drawiug nesref. As already lntimst-
ed, ihe c.uditlons Dew o this Jule
<century must be met.

The time is pa-t, at Jeast in the
more advanced countries, when the
tolling marces bow ln bumitiLy beiore
4helr masters, acorpling thelr poshilun
4n poveriy and misery as a divine ue
oree. They have recelved some adug -
tiou and with it a pelf~consclouiness o:
fnuivivual rights anue stiength. Toey
calculate pud lurm conciusivpe. 1f, 10s
tnetapee, a macbine Is luvenled by
meana uf which a8 manulaciurer
oan produos 4,800 yardae of cluth s werk
wiith Lhe same smouol ol persons
lab r foraerly required for fifiy
Yarde, and, ¢uneequently, mmany labor-
era ure turued auriit, whiie the mapu-
facluref keepe nearly all Lbhe profly to
himeelf, thoy argue Lhut Providence fe
not rerponsible 1or their mistortune.
They fi.d that theaneient philosopber:
were mistuien, who predicted thust th:
tovemion I machiorry wouly uibi-
mately emancipate uJ]l meuw and wo-
men anu creale a golden ers, making
the terms “'sluves” ard “masters? yi -
solele, and they will naturally take
their cause io thelr own hands for the
purpore of Josuguratiog 1bh .t golu age,
The greatest nevd of our time s tbere.
fore s phtlorophloal or religious rysiem
by wbich difernny inlerest ¢au be har-
munized and pisce given the scepter
on earth.

Tue people that flret pettled tbie
reglun  were former)ly  coneideres.
peculiar, but anyone arquainted with
their tenels wili acmit tbay thels
peculiarry  wap merely & firmy e
Jiel, practical apd enthusisstie, in thel:
anipsion to proclalm to the worid the

elernal prinoiples by which every
vexed problem of mankind oan be
sulved. Eriefly stated, they beld, and
hold,that the Constitution of the Unit-
ed SBtaten Is bigher than s mere buman
Jdocument, inasmuch ap its fromerr 1D
f rmiog It were actuaied upon by Lbe
Smirit trom on Hiv |, fer a epecial pur-
puee. ILtollows, in thelr belief, that
ibe Ialthful adherence to that Constl-
tation in sll givil afiaire would result in
a perfect slate, ns nearly as th-t gan
be obtained oo earitb. ‘To this view o1
the great oharter of Iiberty, they add
the firm belief that In all malters per-
tainipg to spiritual 1hings, man must
have access ta the vounsel and gwuld-
aoce of the Father who is above all.
Thete two great princlples comprise
Mormoniern. By it this mountsin
reglun bae been transfnfmed Into what
it |n trday; its adberents bave bren
made bappy heyoud «exjresslon, and
hy 1t all tbe world wmivht be blesssd,
Mormaniem 18 God’e meseage to Hie
chiidren in thir age.

-

REDEMPTION OF MAN.

A curl us ltem bup appeared rezenlly
in wevernl newspapere, purporting Lo
give n general idea of the probable
number of souls now Inhabiting the

reginne assigped to the Lwo clasees nt
mankind, afier death, The statistics
were fir-t published in the Eanglish
Frectiankers® Magasine, and were evi-
'enlly comgplled lor the jpurpose ol
nolding up to ridicule the doctrines of
Chbristianity. The wrlter arrives al
the conclusion that tbhe populat] n of
bell now amounts to twou bundred bil-
tons agalost o) e billion eight hundred
millions ot rouls in beaven, That is
0 jFey, for rvery saved pearsun, there
are in bis caloulation over one hundreu
100t oner.  But the premises ou which
the fygures reat aretwisted outof alt
sembiance to truth sud prove pothin ,
it pot the author’a ahsolute ignorance
about the suiject with whnich be deals,

His argument ruse somewhnat Jike
thie:

In round pumbers Lthe earth basg a
population of 1,300,000,000," of whom
300,000,000 sare prolessed Christiane,
the other 1,000,000,000 belng Mobam
medans, Budahists, pagans and hesth
vne. The whole rnge was condemns neu
to eternal punisbhment fur tow: sin o!
Adam. There wan and is no redemp-
Ifon snve through the death of Chnist.
Biblical enrnonology gives the earth a
perigu of 6,000 years. From Adam‘s
ime down to the dare of Lhe bLirth of
Christ was 4,000 years, during whioh
time all bumen souls were loet. The
p pulatioo of the glo e during that
4,00 years averaged, we will say,
14000000010, ‘Three generatlone, or
3,000,000,000, passed away emch
century. Forty centuries, Lherefore,
goneiwne ! 120,000,000,000 aumean rovlr
to «¢letnal  fire. In  the 1,900
venra which buve efapsel winge Lt e
birth of Christ 57,000,000,000 more of
bumsan belnhgs bave lived and dled. 1t
ail the Christians, nominal nod resl,
who heave ever [ived on the face nf the
earth have been smved, thev waulu
not number more than 18,000,000,000.

Now, if we deduct the lalter pum-
her from the grand total 0’ 177,000,000,-
000, the number which bave been born
since the creatlon, we fiad that 159,-
000,000,000 of snule are now suflering
'he torments of bell against a possible
18,000,000,000 whbo have ercaped, RBut
‘nie is 5ot the whole truth. Bay that
i0 per cent of the so-called Cbristians
nave been saved, whicn 18 very dount-
ful, then hesven ¢ ntalns a populution
of less than 1,800,000,000, % hile thal of
hell aggregnies upward of 200,000,000,~
0040.

To anyone familiar with Borlptare
dootrii e on Lbe subieel the abuur jty
of the ahove in ao plain a8 fo peed yo
refulation. Butit well illus'rates Lhe
generul principle thatl willul \guoranee
sboul Cbristspily fs pearly slways

reaponsible for iofldelity, juil as igyor-

+nce sbout Mormonism bas been g die-
tinguisblug Tfeature of M8 viryient
'pponents, It bas been tbe case Irom
Celrus of anoieot fume, down tg Lhe
preeent age.

Holy writ emphaticslly deolares that
the yumber 1hat wiil be loat uwittmtaly
19 crwpsratively emeil. Peter hayg a
-pecial revelalion wn the subjeot toat
""Gud {e DO respecter of per<ons, byt in
vvery nation he thut fearetb Him, and
workelh rivchteouspese, le  a gepted
with Him.”>? One of the promises of
tt e eternnl Father to His belov.d Bon

is tbun esxpressed Iin holy writ: "sp )k
ot me, s 1 shali give thes the
bhestbeu for ibine inberllnnou, and

the yttermont parts of the earth Jgr thy
poseesnion.’? Aud coneequiently af jast
He will indeed be the King of kings
and Lora of Jorde. Aill enemles ghall
e subdued by Him, desth pot ex-
cepted, and Hades ftself pball gyp-
tender iteinhabitants Jo order that the
Jdead may be juuged “‘according to
tbeir worke.’” Thal the “mercy of
{dod en: ureth for ever' anu that His
work of salvation, conrequent]y, ex-
tends even beyond lile oo earth {s aleo
cleariy taugbht. Peter say:s! '‘For tuis
caure wastne Gospul preacbed ulso to
them thal are dead, that Lhey might
he judwed seccordivg to men jp the
Hesn, but lve sccordlng to God §p the
apirat,??

The gloomy doctrine 0! the aj] but
total viclory o! evll over good bas
no foundution o Christiunitly. Kvery-
wherte 1D God’s Word, both aucient
and moierno, the declaraifjon
s made thst puwer apd do-
miolon and glory belung o Christ
for ever aud ever, and il I8 bas alweys
bern se a beavenly Light in the dark-
nees of error and sin,that Lhese are not
alway, to prevail tiu must give reom
for \ruth and rightecusnesr, Tne final
viotory of the Bon of GQod is fore-
shadowed all thruugh tbhe O d Testa-
menl, irom the firsl promise made Lo

‘wliew man. Qroduslly the visloos of
crowning lriumpb bhegome clearer and
the New ‘Festament closes with &

wonder'al I presentation o! eazih re-
ivemed. 1ln harmouy with thts are
the hopes and promises held out to
the apcieont inbebitants oo Lhis
continent, an recorded In Lbe Bonk of
Mormoen. Butthal truth issti}l more
clearly reverled in this age thriugh
Gud’s inepired sesvanle. The guelrine
ot satonement tbrough Christ iormed,
#8 il were. rhe Juminlous center of Lhe
theolugy vf the first aposiolie chureh.
The redemption of the bhumab race

from~ misery, irom eln, from death,



