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the following is a herald special
from washington april 16 in the
house committee on territoriesoriee to-
day the new bill to disfranchise the
mormonscormons in utah was discussed for
a short time an amendment mak-
ing the disfranchisementdiffranch isemena applicable
to all the territories was adopted by
a strict party vote therhe democrats
opposed the measure all through
but the republicans seemed de-
terminedtermined to push it to a vote at once
without giving further hearing to

the bill claiming that
the test oath proposition had been
so recently argued before them on
the idaho admission bill that the
committee was in possession of all
the facts during the discussion
delegate dubois stated that at the
late conference in salt lake the
president of the mormon church
bad declared that there would be no
further revelation received by thetahe
church from which dubois argued
that if no further revelation was re-
ceived polygamy was irrevocably
fixed upon the church his state-
ment being disputed hebe claimed to
have the official proceedings to ver-
ify it W hen 12 arrived the
democrats objected to further con-
sideration and the bill went over till
wednesday next

it isarietaununderstoodtood that the delegates
from arizona and new mexico will
appear with delegate Ccaineadne in op-
position to the measure when it
comes before the committee again

it is now believed that it was the
intention of struble of iowa woowho
introduced the bill in the house if
it hadbad gone through the committee
today to have asked the house to
consider it when the committee on
territories was called for billas during
the morning hour

delegate smith of arizona isie
violently opposed to the bill he
says it will disfranchise 1000 mor
mons in his territory scarcely a
fraction of whom are polygamistpolygamistsisu
and all of whom are peaceable and
law abiding citizens he character-
izes the measure as an outrage and
says that its sole purpose is to make
arizona republican when it will be
admitted as a state

chairman baker of the territ-
ories committee who in spite of
his agreeable personality is a bitter
aad unscrupulous parpartisan tells me
tithan the purpose of the bill is to
prevent the mormonscormons from coloniz-
ing some of the new states likeVwyomingyom ing or arizona and okla-
homa after the latter shall be ad-
mitted

Concontrary to his announced inten-
tion of leaving for new york sev-
eral days ago baskin is still here
he and governor thomas were
seen together for some time at the
capitolcapital today it is believed that
both thomas and west are assisting
baskin in urging the passage of the

biubill

ToRTORONTOomro april 18 the single
tax association passed a resolution
of lymp aby with the chinaman
kept exposed on suspension bridge

by two professedly christian na-
tions 11

A WIFE CANNOT TE STIFf

the trial of edwin D crowtherCrow
on an indictment for adultery was
commenced inID the third district
court monlaymonday april the
jury was paneledimpaneledim and sworn and
iilb was agreed by counsel that mrs
lydia crowther wjk the defendantsdefendant
legal wife

the case was conducted by mr
varian for the prosecution and
hamilton coad who had been
appointed by the court for the de-
fense

mrs ellen G hefferanHefleran crowtherCrow
was the flfirst witness she testifiedfled
I1 became the plural wife of the de-
fendant twenty years ago and have
seven children by him my young-
est child is fourteen months old
the defendant is its father he
visited me at my residence in this
city frequently in 1888 and stayed
overnight when the child was
born he told me not to say anything
about his being its father to prevent
his getting into trouble vewe were
supposed to be separated but he
visited me frequently he received
a pardon from the president some
time ago but he continued to visit
me after getting it my oldest child
ella is eighteen

to mr hamilton I1 was notdot
pleasedeased with the action of the de-
fendantfendant in obtaining bisbig pardon
my child was born february 15
1889 mr crowther generally came
to my house like a thief in the
night I1 know chancy kane he
visited my housebouse during the month
of arch 1888 and twice he called
with mr crowther I1 think he
left here in april following to at-
tend some races we had a little
hearing once before bishop wolley
of the ninth ward I1 have seen a
man named lancaster he called
at my house for mr kane at the
bishopsbishopIs hearing the defendant at-
tempted to show that hebe was not the
father of the child

ella crowther testified the last
witness is my mother and the de-
fendant is18 my father my father
received a pardon in july 1886 he
hadbad been away from home a few
months when I1 first heard of it
the defendant was at our house
frequently the year before the birth
of the youngest child one night
when I1 returned from the theatre I1
found him in my mothers room
he visited our house frequently in
march 1888

mr hamilton are your feelings
toward your father friendly

the witness well I1 dont know
that I1 should feel friendly towards
him

mr hamilton Is that because of
hihis11 getting a pardon

the witness it is because he has
not treated us right since the baby
was born mr kane theabe party re-
ferred to by my mother was a horse-
man one day when it was rain-
ing very hard he tied his horse
under the trees in front of our house
my younger sister invited him to
come in is the way we be-
came a quainter with him

ellen G hefferan was recalled
and testified that after the birth of
the child the defendant called at herbar
housebouse twice

the prosecution rested here and
edwin D crowther was called by
the defense he testified 4t am the
defendant in this case I1 have re-
sided in this city since march 1889 0

prior to that time I1 resided at coal
ville I1 livedjived in polygamy with
ellen hefferan up 16 march 1882 1

was at her house on march 10 1888
I1 have never admitted the paternity
of the child to anyone

mr varian when did you leave
your plural wife

the witness in march 1882
mr varian and you make an

affidavit that you had abandoned
your polygamous practice when you
applied for a pardon

the witness YFyes
mr varian how old is your boy

tommy
the Witwitnessfiess sevenseen or eightyears

old
mr varian if this child was

born on march24 1883 you did not
cease to live with your plural wife
after the passage of the act of 1882
did you

the witness not if that is sogo
mr varian but you took an oath

that you had done so
the witness yes
mr varian all
mrs lydia crowtherCrowt ber was then

called but mr varian objected to
her testifying he took the ground
that under the law of the united
states she was not a competent
witness to testify in favor of her
husband

at this point the court adjourned
this morning mr varian argued

further in support of his proposition
that the legal wife could not testify
ini n behalf of her husband he stated
that in the case of the united states
vs wm E bassett the territorial
supreme court hadbad overlooked a
united states statute when it ruled
that a wife could testify against her
husuhusbandand

mr coad took an opposite view
he also argued that the competency
of witnesses was regulated by territ-
orial statute the supreme court
had decided this to be the fact in the
case of the united states vs T R
cutler though judge zane had dis-
sented from that apabinioni nion

judge zane decided that the territ-
orial rule of evidence did not apply
thus disagreeing with the action of
the territorial supreme courtincourt in the
bassett cutler and other cabes he
held that the legal wife could not be
permitted to testify even by the
consent of the defendant in a casecam
of adultery

edwin crowther testified I1 am a
son of the defendant in 1888 1 re-
sided at coalvilleCo alville with my parents
in the latter part of april of that
year father was in coalvilleCoalville and
remained there for six weeks or
more he was there during abethe en-
tire month of may

to mr varian he worked with
me every day except sunday dur-
ing that time

asa wilson tetestifiedstifled I1 am the
defendants son in law resided in
coalvilleCo alville in 1888 my child was
buried april 4 mr crowther was
not there then but came to coalvilleCoalville
a few days later and remained a
couple of months

to mr varian 1I saw him there


