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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

MORMONISM DISOUSSED.

Mr. Naotling'n Statement.

{Explanatory Note—The unfortun-
ate break of several weeks In this dis-
cusslon 13 due to two causes. On Sept.
1 the writer handed In his second ar-
ticle in the series, on the topic of this;
but it was rejected by the "News"” be-
cause of certain quotatlons from
Joseph Smith, Brigham Young and
the Key to Theology—much to his sur-
prise In many ways. But his library
was then boxed for shipment, and this
fact, together with other duiles inci-
dent to his removal East, has made it
impossible to rewrite the article until
now. He sincerely hopes that the dis
cussion may appear regularly every
other Saturday hereafter, and will s0
earnestly endeavor on his part.

JOHN D. NUTTING,
Cleveland, Ohio, Oct. 6.1

II.—THE MORMON DOCTRINE OF
GOD.

The doctrine of God which a person
or a system holds 1s a tremendously
important affair. It !5 80 not only be-
cause the dootrine itself is so great, but
still mpre because this doctrine will al-
ways very largely shape all other be-
llef and action. Hence the need of the
greatest care in accepting a doctrine
abput Goud. Hence, by, the Chrlstiag
world ts tremendously in earnest in af-
frmlng that “Mormonism [s not true
Christianity,”” secondiy. bhecause Its
docirine of God 12 contrary to the Bible
and good reason ln almost every point.
THE MORMON DOCTRINE STATED.

A complete statement and discussion
of this doctrine is impossible in this
debate, owing to the limlitations im-
‘posed by the “News,”” as there are
points of it which are not fully devel-
oped in the original works to which I
am thus confined as ‘‘final” authority.
Buat the following i3 a reasonably full
statement:

i. There are many Gods.—"And they
(the Gods) sald, Let there be light,'”
wete., ete. (Pearl of Great Price, p. 63.)
This plural of God I3 used throughout
the account of creation foliowlng.)
See also the citations below.

3. These gods were ¢nce men, Doc-
trine and Covenants, 132:20, (In revela-
tion on polygamy) says that polygam-
ists *'sha}l be Gods;” and in v. 37 that
Abraham, Isaac and Jagob, belng
polygamlists, are in the next world "not
angels, but are Gods.” And Joseph
Smith says that “God Himsaelf was
once as we are now, and i8 an exalted
Man. " (Journal of Discourses, vi:3.)

3. These gods are male and female.
HBee the last two verses of the fanrous
brymn, O my Father, thou that dwell-
egt,"” which i3 used in Mormon meet-
ings so frequently; alsp the following
altation from Doc. & Cov.

4. These gods are polygamous, If

r polygamous ‘‘wifehotdd”’ means any-
thing of equality, as Christlan wife-
¥oopd deoes. See Doe. & Cov. above
clted, and also 132! 20, where 1t §3 said,
speaking of polygamous persons, "Then
shall they be Gods:” repeated In same
verse,

b. These gods raise children. See
verses of lLiymn just quoted, and also
Doc. & Cov, 132: 20—the family relation
continuing.

6. These gods are made of matter.
/This follows from citaticns under 3, 4
And 5 above, and Is dlrectly stated fre-
quently by Joseph Smith. God ig sald
.40 he composed of material substance,
.in the llkeness of man, and possessing
every organ, Hmb and physlecal part
.thut man possegses.

7. These gods are thus subject to the
laws of matter, like- a stone,
This, Is & necessary deduction from

«fthe fact that they-are made of matter,
and from the quotations ‘preceding, "

B. These gods are all sinners.
followa not only from the
rthat they were human, as
but from the fact that they
created marn in Eden under
the necessity of sinning, making them-
selves parties to the sin. See Book of

fact
above,

Mormon, II Nephi, 2: 1I-25, which ar-

gues that gin Is a creative necessity,
and closes with these words, which
are proverbial amonrg Mormons:
"*Adam fell that men might be; and
men are, that they might have joy."
9. God is not a trinity, but a duality—
not three in one as the Blble teaches,
but two in one. “How many person-

ages Are there in the Godhead? 'Two,
the Father and the Son.” (Joseph
Smith, Doc. & Cov., p. §6.) The Holy

Spirit is not God; the D. & C..( p. 60)
| speaks of Him as the "mind™ in God
the Father and Son. This view does
not make Him divine.

| THIS DOCTRINE DISCUSSED.

These ldeas have every one of them!

"been held by heathenlsm, anclent and
modern. Not one of them has ever
been held by Christianity, nor even by
the Judaism which preceded Christ.
Our space will only permit of a very
brief treatment.-

l. Loglieally, these ideas are all false.

i
This
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or heaven. That God Is not a sinner,
ig evident from Deut. 32: 4, "A God of

truth and without Iniquity, just and .

right is he,”and from hundreds of other
passages. That God is a trinity In
unity, with the Holy BSpirit as muchk
God ne the Father, is plainly taught in
Matt. 23: 19 and other .passages. See
also Isalah, the whole 40th chapter.

I am well aware of all the passages
used as supporting the Mormon views
and were there space would gladly
take them up seriatim. But suffice #t
now to say that there §s not a single
one of the whole that can possibly be
made to teach any such doectrine by
any falr methods of interpretation: and
that the methods by which they are
made to bear such meanings wonld
twist any man’s writings into the very
opposite of what they really say, and

must be ruled out.

What does the word “God" mean?”,
The dlctionary says, “The Supreme Be-
ing." But "supreme” means ahove

and over everything elme; and & mo-
ment’a thought will show any one that
there cannot possibly be more than one
belng thus above and over all others.
Thus all these doctrines contradict the
very idea of a real God and cannot
possibly be true. The dictignary defi-
nition alone routs the whole list of
them. And besldes belng logical ab-

THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
STATRD.

The Christian doctrine of God, which
has been held by all oranches of the
Church of Christ for 2,000 years, i3 very
different. It Is stated in varlous wgrd-
ings, but for our purpose perhaps the
best it thls:

1. There iz only one God. He i3 pure
spirit, without physical nature,
out beginning or end, everywhere pres-
ewt at once. unchangeable, nfinite in
wisdom, power, holinecss, love
truth, and He abhors sin. He created
the world, and constanily upholds apd

with- -

and -

coverns ft and all ecreatures aceording -

to His holy will and wisdom.

2. God s a trinity., In some way
which w8 cannot fully grasp, the Bipla
teaches that the one God |Is alse a
Triune (three-one) being, consisting of

L

the Father, the Son. and Holy Spirt, .

each equally God. This does not mean

surdities, many of the above doctrines three separate Individuals.

are revolting amd some of them are |

fully blasphemous!

2. Scripturally, the !deas are stil]|
more clearly false, If possible.
Bible 1is clearly and wholly against

every one of them. The heathen na-
tions of Old Testament times belleved,
with Mormonism, in meny gods; and
the Egyptians tn particular, among
whom the Jewish patlon was cradled,

held almost every one of the above doc-!

trines of the Mormen faith! During
their long bondage In thla land the
Jews naturally absorbed much of this
error; and
Jehovah, hurled alt the thunderbolts of
the Ten 7Plagues (sece Exod. § to 12)
and directed his miraculous leadership
Inte Canaan and through hundreds of
Years of their history afterwards. A
great share of the Rible i directed to-
warde the overcomlng of these very
false, heathen ldeas about God. TYet
Mormonism dares to cialm that the
Bible teaches them!—the very things
which it most hated and sought to an-
mihifate! “There is ONLY ONE GOD!"
is the legend which that GOD Himself
has written all over nature and reve-
lation. Every single statement of the
Bible is consistent with this, If it doe=s
not imply tt; and scaores teach It di-
rectly. *In the Beginnlng GOD™ not
“the Gods,” as Joseph Smlth changed
it (Gen. 1: 1) I8 clear, a8 is this from
Deut. 6: 4, “The Lord our God Is ONE
Lord,” which |s repeated by Christ in
Mark 12: 29. And In I Cor. 8: 4 the
‘Blble again denies the Mormon doc-
trine as directly as language can do it,
saying that "There is NONE OTHER
GOD BUT ONE.” These references
effectually dispose of the first eight
doctrines above. The 6th and 7Tth are
also flatly contradicted by God himseld
in Jehn 4: 24, where he says in Bo
many words that "GOD I3 A SPIRIT,”
not flesh. apd bores; and by I Cor. 15:
50 Witivh tells us-tbat+®'flesh. and blood
canmdt inbherit the Hingdom ‘of Qod

against 1t the True God.'

3. God the Father is wnaracterized a4
under No. 1, above.
1. God the Son is Jesus Christ, who

The |9 called splritually the "only-begotten

Son,” by whom the Father created the
world. Having taken upon hjmpgealf
temporarily a human body, he liveg and
died upon thiz earth for our gsglva-
tion, was rajged again, and ascepded
agaln a spirit into heaven, as the Neaw
Testament only relates. He g truly
God as described under No, 1, and was
as {ruly man aisoa,

5. Ged the Holy Spirit
God ay described under 1.

I8 equally

It |s He

who works In the soul of man to con- .

vict of sin, and then to regenerate apé
sanctify; and without
would be lost In sin eternally. He gl
Is pure splrit, and can be bestowed
upon man by God only, in anawer to
true prayer and genuine need; and
He will be so bestowed in every case
where these conditlons gre presemt.
How |nfinltely superior is this to the
other doctrine! The first is |n no jtem
rational, in none Biblical, and altogeth-

er s little better than e ancjent
heathen ldeas of the gods ‘which . they
worshipped. Through al]l the aged

since Moses, a flerce battle has peen
waged In each succeeding generatjon
between these opposing ideas. The
Mormon doctrine ls the survival of the
unfittest, to a Jimited degree and in &

His work all *

-

limited area—revived by the evil agen-

cy which always seeks to decelve gpad
destroy, The other is the one which
has always been victorlous !n every
battle, from that of Egypt down and
is that upon which every righteous
povernment, every uplifting soclal or-
der, every mavement against sin, the
two only true rellgion® and churches.
the truest characters, and the banner?
of civilization and human progress
have always been planted fArmly. Al
others are deceptions, like broken
reeds to.lean upon; this has always

-stood evemy test, and will continue to

d¢- so. It alone can poseibly be Neld
according' to. the positive commands
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