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piness—Great Truths Revealed Through
Joseph Smith—Eternal Associations and
Destiny of the Saints—How to Attain to a
Knowledge of the things of Eternity.

I TrusT that the Spirit of the Lord
may direct what 1 may say. It is some-
tiwe since 1 stood before a congrega-
tion in this building; my labors have
been directed in a great measure in
other settlements where 1 have enjoyed
seasons of pleasure and profit, wit-
nessing a good spirit and a lively feel-
ing among the Latter-day Saints wher-
-everit has been my privilege to meet
with them. 1 believe that the same
good spirit prevails among the Latter-
day saints in this City and throughout
this stake of Zion, and that there is
generally a feeling of confidence and
iaith in the hearts of the Saints in the
work of the Lord, andin His servants.
I'his is gratifying, when we realize the
importance ot our being united and of
our faith being centered in the Lord
and in the great work God has begun
in the earth in these last days. With-
out unity and confidence no faithful
Latter-day Saint can be truly happy.
Brother Abram Hatch has dwelt upon
the idea he had when a boy in relation
to the characteristics of a Prophet. 1
presume that his idea was similar to
that entertained by mostof the civili-
zed world to-day, and yet 1 do not
think that there is any ground or rea-
son for such opinions respecting the
character of men who have been in-
spired of God. While he was speak-
upon this subject my mind reverted to
some of the ancient FProphets whose
words have been handed aown to us as
words of inspiratien, and so far as
iny mind can recall, all those emminent
men of ancient days were, I believe,
young men when they were called to
their respective positions. From the
first man, Adam, down to the latest in-
spired man of God of which we have
any account in the Scriptures, they
were all chosen, so far as my knowl-
edge goes, when they were in their
youth. Abraham became an inspired
man when very young. He was called
to be a Prophet and Yatriarch in his
youth. His sons Isaac and Jacob were
not at all old men when the prophetic
inspiration fell upon them. And when
we come down to later times we find
that the Prophet Samuel was chosen
and dedicated unto thé Lord in his
childhood. He was a Prophet from his
youth up. David was a youth, Daniel
was a4 youth, Isaiah was a youth, and
so far as I recall to mind, the Prophets
were all young men when they were
called to the work that they had to
perform. Jesus himself, the greatest
of all Prophets, only attained His thir-
ty-third year when e was offered as
a sacrifice upon the cross. Most of
the Apostles who were chosen by our
savior were young men, and those who
have been chosen in this dispensation
were all of them, in the beginning,
young men, seme of them almost
beardless, much less having flowing
beards, grey and bald, wrinkled an
old, as we see the prophets and patri-
archs pictured by modern artists, re-
presenting the modern conception of
them. President Taylor himself when
he was called to the apostleship—
which is a prophetic calling—was only
agoung man about thirty ycars of age,
uﬁthere were many younger than he,
and all the way down to the present
time nearly every man called to the
prophetic calling has been called in his
youth, grown up under the inspiration
of the Almighty and has developed un-
der the influence and power
of the = Spirit of the liv-
ing God. There is, 1 think, good rea-
son for this, The young mind is much
more plastic, much more susceptable
of impressions and of influence than
the older mind. A youth can be con-
formed, so to speak, in his ideas
thoughts and feelings, to the will and
requirements of heaven, much easier
thanin old age. Nevertheless, I be-
lieve that God is able to inspire any
man whois good, faithful, pure and
righteous in his cieau-es; God delights
in the willing mind and in those who
keep His laws and commandments,
Men have been raised up in almost all
ages of the world to perform certain
works, or accomplish cer-ain missions;
they having been inspired for that
work and mission from their infancy
and it may be even before they were
born into the world. No doubt all the
prominent men who have figured in
any dispensation of the Gospel since
the days of our father, Adam, until the
resent, were inspired of the Almighty
irom their childhood, and were chosen
and selected even from or before their
birth. God has His eye upon the
world, He over-rules and con-
trols ‘all  things, mnotwithstand-
ing He is shut out from the
councils of men by their unbelief, His
authority is not admitted by the world,
The children of men ignore His r%t,

counsel in the earth.

things are subject to His power.

theglf]ﬂ.re willing to acknowledge Him,
or that they know Him. I am rather
inclined to the opioion that they are ig-
norant entirely of Him and of His
power, and that they do not conceive
it possible that He governs and con-
trols the affairs of the nations of the
earth. Nevertheless, He does so and
while ‘““man proposes, God disposes;”’
while the leaders of the nations of the
earth plan and scheme, and seek to
govern according to their ideas, yet

to govern and control, to dictate or to | far as the future or hopes of eternal
Nevertheless ;
He governs and controls the nations of |

the earth and individuals, and all|

life are concerned, he is quite as igno-
rant as a dumb brute.
I was remarkably struck upon this

I do ! point only a short time ago by the ex-
net mean that all mankind are obedi- |
ent to His will; I do not mean that |

ressed opinion of an individual who
is considered to be very intelligent, a
philaut.hrugist, going about the coun-
try and said to be doing a great deal of
good, who remarked in my hearing that
the future was a blank; that we knew
nothing about it; that we knew noth-
r 48 to the condition of the gpirit af-

r death, nor as to the pre-existence
of spirits, and that all these things
must be leit without consideration as
matters wholly beyond our reach.
This, in substance, was the opinion ex-
pressed by this very intelligent person

God Almighty over-rules their acts
and brings forth results which, in ac-
cordance with His wisdom, are de-
signed to hasten and ultimately con-
sumnate His grand and glorious pur-
poses in the earth. And I believe that
one of the greatest sins of which the
inhabitants of the carthare guilty to-
day is the sin of ingratitude, the want

trol. We see a man raised up with ex-
traordinary gifts, or with great intelli-
gence, and he is instrumental in devel-
oping some great principle. He and
the world ascribe his great genius and
wisdom to himself., He attributes his
success to his own energies, labor and
mental capaecity. He does not acknowl-
edge the hand of God in
anything connected with his
saccess, but ignores Him altogether
and takes the honor to himself: this
will apply to almost all the world. In
all the great modern discoverles in
science, in the arts, in mechanism, and
in all the'material advancement of the
age, the world say, ‘““We have done it.”’
The individual says, *‘I have done it,”
and he gives no honor or credit to God.
Now, I read in the revelations through
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, that be-
cause of this, God is not pleased with
the inhabitants of the earth, but is
auEr}' with them because they will not
acknowledge His hand i1n all things.
I am inclined to acknowledge the hand
of God in all things, If I sec a man
inspired with intelligence, with extra-
ordinary ability and wiﬁdmm, I say to
myself he is indebted to God for “hat
wisdom and ability, and that without
the providence or interposition of the
Almighty he would not have been what
he is, He is indebted to the Lord Al-
mighty for his intelligence and for all
that he has; for the earth is the Lord’s
and the fulness thereof. God origin-
ated and designed all things, and all
are His children. We are born into the
world as His offspring: endowed with
the same attributes. The children of
men have sprung from the Almighty
whether the world are willing to ac-
knowledge it or not. He is the Father of
our spirits. He is the originator of
our earthly tabernacles. We live and
move and have our being in God our
Heavenly Father. And having sprung
from Him with oy talents, our uguit}',
our wisdom, w*lmuld at least be
willing to acknowldege His hand in all
the prosperity that may attend us in

life, and give to Him the honor and
alrﬂry ofjall wie accomplish in the flesh.
¢ are particularly dependent upon

the Almighty for everything we pos-
sess of a worldly character. There is
not a man on the carth possessed of
the wisdom or power of himself to
cause even a spear of grass to grow,
or to produce a kernel of wheat or
of corn, or any fruit, vegetable, or any
material whatever which is essential
for the sustenance, the happiness and
the well being of a human creature in
the worid. 1tis true we can go to th
earth, we find it prepared, to a certain
extent, and we cultivate, plow and
lant, and we reap the imrvest: but

labor shall be in subjection and in obe-
dience to certain laws which He Him-
self controls and which he has kept
out of the power of man. Man may
boast of having a great deal of wisdom ;
of having accomplished a great deal in
this 19th century: but, if he did bug
know it, he derives the ability by which
he aceomplishes these things from God
his Father who is in heaven. He does
nnltf possess the power in and of him-
self.

I read a Scripture something like
this: that ““there is a spirit in man.”
‘Now, if that should stop here there
would not be perhaps anything very
remarkable about man; for the spirit
of man knoweta only the things of
man, and the things of Godare discern-
ed by the Spirit of God. But while
there is a spu'it in man, it is farther
stated that ‘‘the inspiration of the Al-
mighty giveth it understanding.”
There is not a man born into the world
but has a Eﬂrtinn of the Spirit of God,
and it is that Spirit of God which gives
to his spirit understanding. Without
this, he would be but an animal like
the rest of the brute creation, without
understanding, without judgment,
without skill, without ability, ¢xcept
to eat and to drink like the brute beass.
But inasmuch as the Spirit of God ziv-
eth all men understanding, he is eu-
lightened above the brute beast. e is
made in the image of God Himself, so
that he can reason, reflect, pray, exer-
cise faith; he can use his energies for
the accomplishment of the desives of

forth his efforts in the proper diree-
tion, then he is entitled to an increused
pertion of the Spirit of the Almighty

to increased prosperity and happiness
in the world; but in proporsion ashe
rostitutes his energies for evil, the
nspiration of the Almmighty is with-
drawn from him, until he becomes so |
dark and so benichtod that so far as,

of acknowledgement, on their part, of |
*Gl}d and His right to governand con-

od has ordained that the fruits of our |

hisheart, and inasmuch as he pats

to inspire him to inereased intellizence, |

who is going about the country doing
so much good. I donotdoubt that in-
| dididuals may go about dul{'ﬁ good,
relieving present necessities, throwing
out practical ideas and suggestions, as
to temporal concerns and administer-
ing reproof that will be greatly bene-
ficial to very many in their present
worldly condition. " But in view of the
ossibilities of the great and eternal
1ereafter, and the important contin-
gincies of the past, involving our orig-
in and our destiny, some of usare so
constituted that we cannot content
ourselves to rest such vital matters
' here,inthe midst of so much igno-
rance, uncertainty and doubt. We de-

ture and the past, as well as of the
resent. What is the object of our be-
ing? Whence have we come? Whither
are we going? What consequences are
dependent upon  this life? What
|i8 “to . begained or lost? To
' whom are we responsible, seeing we
cdo not owe our existence to our earth-
ly imrﬂnts alone, nor to chance or haz-
ard? Isthere any reward or punish-
ment hereafter for good or evil com-
mitted in the flesh? We desire to
know something about these things, if
it is possible to know anything about
them. What is the standard of right
and truth, and who is the great exam-
ple? Those who say in their hearts
that it is impossible to learn anvthing
about these things; that it is suflicient
to content ourselves with that which
we can see and hear and handle, and
with that which only materially effects
our present exigience: that that is all
we have to concern ourselves about,
can be ut little removed beyond the
brutes, or the animal ercation. Such
may be classed with those whom the
Savior referred to in the parable of
the rich man, who said, *“*Take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” In
other words, *‘Let lghm'u pleasure in
:lhat.,:vhicl; we posSess or enjoy to-
ay.

’f:his reminds me of a remark that I
was told a certain man—said to be
learned in the law—had made in refer-
ence to the rfeligion of the Latter-day

Snints. He remarked something like
[this: *“*You believe in having joy; you

claim that your religion is for the pur-
pose of securing to you the greatest
amount of joy. Now, on the back of
this you deny ynurmrivuzs of this, that
and the other. Your people are called
upon to deny their appetitesyto con-
trol their passions, and to crucify the
flesh, etc. My enjoyment consists in
whatever I can get that is good to eat,
to drink or wear; whatever ministers
to my bodily ease, or comfort, to the
eratification of my tastes and appetites,
I deny myself nothing that 1 like or
| desire.  Hence, 1 drink, I smoke, I
| chew, and I do as I please,’ (he mlgl'lt
!haw.*u added, perhaps, ‘I curse and
' swear, I gamble, 1 commit whoredoms
‘and take advantage of every circum-
' stance I can to augment my pleasure
i and gratify my lust and my ambition),
all these contribute pleasuare to me and
constitute my greatest joy and happi-
ness.' Sueh was the confessed mor-
al status of this legal individuoal to
whom I refer. But 1 consider, (and I
believe that every right minded per-
son will heartily agree with me), that
such a conception of the object of hu-
man existence and happiness is grovel-
Cing, vile and contemptable. No pure
niunded person can perceive anything
'noble, exalted, pure or praiseworthy
in a life so. seltish, narrow and gross.
' There is nothing liberal or manly in
'such avowals, much less 1n the practi-
cal results of such a life, and coming
from a man of vears, of h*gal experi-
cence and knowledge to a youth with a
vigw to misleading him, is infamous.
‘| lowing, this theory, we ob-
serve - a  1man wallowing  in
“in the gutter,; blood-shot, bloated, rag-
' ged, hideous and filthy, his family neg-
lected at home and destitute, his
“children bare-foot, naked, or bundled
in rags—and starving for food—objects
of pity and disgust—without the shad-
"ow of a chance for mental improve-
' ment—with unlg' the blighting, wither-
ing example of a besotted husband
and father for theirguiding star. And
~why all this? Because this misguided,
fallen human creature is seekm.% Joy
in the gratification ‘of his appetfite!
This theory may be followed ;u all its
Jeadings, to similar and equally appal-
linge results. No man is safe unless he
is masterof himself; and there is no
| tyrant so merciless or more to be
direaded than an uncontrollable appe-
tite or'passion. We will find that if
“we give way to the grovell appe-
tites of the flesh and follow them up,
that the end will be invariably bitter
| injurious and sorrowful, both to the
Cindividval and society. It is hurtful
in example as well as in its individual
effects: dangerous and hurtful to the
unwary s while the denial of these ap-
petites —the eracifixion of the flesh, so
to speak—and an anspiration for some
thing noble s whenever possible, doing
vood to our fellow ereatures, hoping
or the future, laying up treasures in

his knowledge ¢t (iod is concerned, so

-

heaven where moth and rust cannot

sire to know something about the fu-

corrupt and where thieves cannot
break through and steal—all these
things will bring everlﬂsting happi-
ness; happiness for this world and the
world to come, If there is no pleas-
ure in the world except that which we
experience in the gratification of our
physical desires—eating, drinking g.y
associations, and the pleasures of #he
world—then the enjoyments of the
world are bubbles, there is nothing in
them, there is no lasting benefit or
happiness to be derived-from them.

t. seems to me that the example
which was set to us by our Savior is
the example we should seek to follow.
Did He prostitute His intelligenee for
the gratification of the lusts of the
flesh? Or did He o about doing good
—healing the sick, opening the eyes of
the blim?, giving speech to the dumb,
hearing to the ﬁeaf, cleansing the lep-
ers, forgiving sin, relieving tae dis-
tressed? Was not that the example
He set before the world? Was not
that the course He commanded His
disciples to pursue? 1 think it was,
There is something in such a course
that is praiseworthy and noble. It
will bring true and lasting pleasure;
while the pleasures of the world are
only temporary and fleeting. The Spir-
it of God brings unspeakable pleasure
to all who enjoy it—it leads men to do
good, to deny themselves some things
that they may the better be enabled to
do good., It certainly affords more
pleasure to give than to receive. Itis
s0 said in the Secriptures. Itis more
blessed to administer comfort and joy
to our fellow creatures than to have
them administer to ourselves. But
under the spirit and influence that the
world is under at present, this is not
the view that is generally taken. Men
of the world are rushing headlong af-
ter that which will as they snppose
contribute to their own pleasure. They

don’t care how they get pleasure so |

that they get it. As a general thin
gold or money is the thing which ad-
ministers most to their pleasure and
qu. Ina few years, however, the

will be called away from this world,
when their wealth and everything else
they have cherished will have to be left
behind. They cannot take their gold
with them, because it belongs to the
world. When they get behind the veil
that which served to make them happy
will be ﬁme beyond their reach. The
source 01 their pleasure will have fled.
There will be nothing left for them to
enjoy in that other sphere, They had
their enjoyment in this., They did not
frame their mind for other enjoyments.
They served their bodies, their flesh-
ly desires, and the result is they have
served the devil, they are, therefore,
his children, and they have no pleasure
in God, nor He 1n them. What is there
in this world that can gtve so0o much
joy or so much pleasure as to know
that; our sins are forgiven; that we
stand acceptable to God our Heavenly
Father; that we have not injured any
of our fellow creatures: that we are
free fromany indebtedness or incum-
brance;that we arenot in bondage to
the world nor to our fellow creatures?
This gives one far greater pleasure

than anything the world can give,
Money cannot give 2t. The w h of
the world cannot bestow this ¢njoy-

ment upon man. ‘The honors of men
do not affect this question atall. If
we can only realize before God our
Father that our sins are forgiven,
that we are free from transgres-
sion, and that our spirit is right and
ure in the sight of God—this should
¢ a greater source of happiness than
anyvthing the world can give. Toknow
that we possess the gift of the Hol
Spirit—that is, the right %o claim the
ald and assistance of the Spirit of God
to direct us in our labors and course
in life, is far greater than the wealth
and the howvors of -this world, To
know that we enjoy a portion of those
rights and privileges which belong to
the Priesthood which is after the order
of the Son of God, is a source of
greater joy and pleasure to righteous
men than all that the world can give.
To know that we are in fellowship
with the Saints; to know we are held
in con fidence by them; to know that
we have their faith and prayers, is
worth more to the honest in heart than
all that the pleasures of the world can
bestow. To know that we have en-
joved privileges by which we have se-
cured to ourselves peculiar biessings
for time and eternity is beyond all
comparison with earthly things. We
would not exchange the least of the
giftﬂ that have been bestowed upon us
and through the authority of the

oly Priesthood for all the world can
roduce; because that which cometh
rom God is eternal and wall not per-
ish- If I were to be deprived of the
privileges 1 havereferred to, all else
of an earthly character would be
worthless, senseless and evanescent to
me. We want something that reaches
out into eternity. We want to know
where we came from, and where we
are going. Where did we come from?
From God. Our spirits existed before
they came to this world. They were
in the councils of the heavens before
the foundations of the earth were Jaid.
We were there. We sang together
with the heavenly hosts for joy when
the foundations ot the earth were laid
and when the plan of our existence
upon thisearth and redemption were
mapped out. We were there: we were
interested, and we took apart in this
great preparation. We were ungues-
tionably present in those councils
when that wonderful circumstance oc-
curred to which President Taylor has
80 often referred of late, when Satan
offered himself as a savior of the
world if he could but receive the hon-
or and the glory of the Father for do-
ing it. But Jesus said, *‘Father, thy

will be done, and the glory be thine

forever.”” Wherefore, because Satan
rebelled against God, and sought to
destroy the agency of man, the Father
rejected him and he was cast out, but
Jesus was accepted. We were, no
doubt, there, and took a part in all
those scenes, we were vitally con-
cerned in the carrying out of these
great plans and purposes, we under-
stood them, and it was for our sakes
they were decreed and are to be con-
summated. These spirits have been
coming to this earth to take upon
them tabernacles, that they might be-
come like unto .Jesus Christ—being
‘*formed in His likeness and image,”
from the morn of creation until now
and will continue until the winding up
scene, until the spirits who were des-
tined to come to this world shall have
come and accomplisned their mission
in the flesh.

This we have learned. How have we
found it out? 1 answer, through the
prophet Joseph Smith,byrevelation and
the inspiration of the Almighty upon
our own minds, by which we are able
to ascertain the truth respecting the
Eregilctmns of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, respectiug the truth of the say-
Ings uf the ancient Prophets, respect-
ing the truth of the Scriptures, res-
pecting the validity of the promises
that God has made to the children of
men; for every man has the privilege
of obtaining the inspiration of the Al-
mighty—or the gift of the Holy Ghost
—to know for himself and need not de-

end upon Joseph Smith, nor upon

righam Young, nor upon John Tay-
lor, nor l‘ljpﬂn any of the prophets wgm
wrote aud spoke as the Spirit of God
gave them utterance, upon these prin-
1:-.1?133. We have learned these
things. We have learned whence we
came, why we came, and whither we
are going. We are not here to seck
the joys of the flesh, and yet the Lord
oes not design that we should go

£ | about sorrowful, or that we should de-

ny ourseives of any legitimate pleas-
ure. The Lord never intended that we
should go around fasting, mouning,
grieving, weeping and wailing while
W%g]uum in mortality. Jesus said,
. n ye fast, be not, as the hypo-
crites, of a sad countenance, # @ #
But appear not unto men to fast, but
unto thy Father which is in secret.”
In other words, appear to the world to
be haipy. This is the privilege of
every Latter-day Saint, and indeed the

rivilege of every soul that lives.

here sabuqdan% of joy to be ob-
tained aside from™he joy which ends
in sufferinﬁ and sorrow. Seek those
joys that bring no alloy with them,
those joys which are unremitting, eter-
nal in their nature. Do good.

Again, where are we going? We
come here and sojourn in the flesh a
little season, and then we pass away.
Every soul that is Sorn into the world
will die. There is not a soul that has
escaped death, exc?t those upon
whom God has passed, by the power
of His Spirit, that they should live in
the flesh until the second coming of
the Son of Man: but they will eventu-
ally have to pass through the ordeal
called deaths it may be in the twink-
ling of an eve, and without pain or
suffering; but they will pass through
the change, because it isan irrevoca-
ble edict of the Almighty. “In the
day that thou eatest thou shalt surely
die.”” This was the edict of the Al-
mighty, dndit pertains to Adam—that
is, all the human race; for Adam is
many, and it means you andI and ev-
ery goul that lives and that bears the
i of the Father. We shall all die?
But is that ithe end of our being? If

¥ | we had an existence bYefore we came

here we certainly shall continue that
existence when we leave here. The
spirit will continue to exist as it did
before with the additional advantages
derivedfrom having passed through this
probation. It Is absolutely necessary
that we sho come to the earth and
take n us'"abernacles; because if
we didMot have tabernacles we could
not be like God, or like Jesus Christ.
God has a tabernacle of flesh and bone.
He is an organized being just as we
are, who are now in the flesh. Jesus
Christ was born of His mother Mary.
He had a fleshly tabernacle; He was
crucified on the cross:; and His body
was raised from the dead. He burst
the bonds of the grave and came forth
to newness of life, a living soul, a liv-
ing being, a man with a body, with
parts and with spirit—the spirit and
the body becoming a living and im-
mortal soul. You and I have got to
do the same¢ thing. We must go
through the same ordeal in order to
attain to the glory and exaltation
which God designed we should enjoy
with Him in the eternal worlds. In
other words, we must become like
Him; peradventure to sit wupon
thrones, to have dominion, power,
and eternal inerease. God designed
this in the beginning. We are the child-
ren of God. He isan eternal being,
without beginning of days or end of
years. He always was, He is, He al-
ways will be. We are precisely in the
same condition and under the same
circumstances that God our Heavenly
Father was when He was passing
through this or a similar ordeal. We
are destined to come forth out of the
grave as Jesus did, and toobtain im-
mortal bodies as He did—that is, that
our tabernacles are to become immor-
tal as His became immortal, that the
spirit and the body may be joined to-
ether and become one living being,
ndivisible, inseparanle, eternal. This
isthe object of our existence in the
world; and we can only attain to
these things through obedience to cer-
tain principles, through walking in
¢ertain channels, through obtaining
certain infﬂrmatinn, certain intelli-
gence from God, without which no
man can accomplish this work or ful-



