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great truths revealed through

joseph smith Eleternal associations and
destiny of the saints how to attain to a
knowledge of the things of eternity

I1 TRUST that the spirit of the lord
may direct what I1 may say it is some-
time since I1 stood before a congrega-
tion in this building my labors have
dienbenden directed in a great measure inln
other rsettlements where I1 have enjoyed
seasons off pleasure and profit wit-
nessing a spirit and a lively feel-
ing among the latter day saints wher-
ever it hashay been my privilege to meet
with them I1 bebelieveliere that the same
good spirit prevails among the lattertayaay saints in this city and throughout
this stake of zion and that there is
generally a feeling of confidence and
laithlarth in tilotiie hearts of the saints in the
work of the lordloro and in ills servants
this is gratifying when we realize the
importance ot 0ourounur being united and of
our faith being centered in the lord
andnd in wethe great work god has begun
inthein the earth in these last days with-
out unity and confidence no faithful
latter day saint cancall be truly happy

brother abram natchhatch has dwelt uponu
the idea he had when a boy in relation
to the characteristics of a I1prophet I1
presume that his idea was similar to
that entertained by most of the civili-
zed world todayto day and yet I1 do not
think that there is any ground or rea-
son for such opinions respecting the
character of men who have been in-
spired of god while he was speak
upon this subject my mind reverted to
sosomeme of the ancient prophets whose
words have been handed down to us as
words of inspiration and so far as
my mind can recall all those imminentemminent
men of ancient days were I1 believebelaeve
young men enen they were called to
their respective positions from the
first man adam down to the latest in-
spired man of god of which we have
any account in the scriptures they
were all chosen so far as my knowl-
edge goes when they were in their
youth abraham became an inspired
iuaninan when very young he was called
to be a 1prophet and patriarch in his
youth his sons isaac and jacob were
liotflotnot at all old men when the prophetic
inspiration fell upon them and when
we come down to later times we find
that the prophet samuel was chosen
and dedicated unto thejhb lord in his
childhood alevashe was a prophet from his
youth up david was a youth danieldarmel
wasvassas a youth isaiah was a youth and
so far as I1 recall to mind the prophets
were all young men when they wereivere
called to the work that theyahey had to
perform jesus himself thetiie greatest
of all prophets only attained illshis thir
ty third year when ilehe was offered as
a sacrifice upon the cross mostalost of
the apostles who were chosen by our
savior were young men and those who
have been chosen in this dispensation
were all of them in the beginning
young men some of them almost
beardless much less having flowing
beards grey and bald wrinkled and
old arweas we see the prophets and patri-
archsaichsarchs pictured by modern artists re-
presentingprebentingsenting the modern conception of
them president taylor himself when
he was called to the apostleship
which is a prophetic calling was only
a man about thirty years of age
anuand there were many younger than he
and all the way down to the present
time nearly every man called to the
prophetic calling has been called in his
youth grown up under the inspiration
of the almighty and has developed un-
der the influence and power
of the spirit of the liv-
ing god there is I1 thinkthin good rea-
son for this the young mind is much
more plastic much more susceptibleableabie
of impressions and of influence than
the older mind A youth can be con-
formed so to speak in his ideas
thoughts and feelings to tilethe will and
requirements of heaven much easier
than in old age nevertheless I1 be-
lieve that god is able to inspire any
man who is good faithful pure and
righteous in his desires god delights
in the willing mind and in those who
keep illshis laws and commandments
nienaien have been raised up in almost all
ages of the world to perperformforin certain
works or accomplish certain missions
they having been inspired for that
workworkandrandand mission from their infancy
and it may be even before they were
born into tilethe world no doubt all the
prominent men who have figured in
any dispensation of the gospel since
the days of our father adam until the
present were inspired of the almighty
iromarom their childhood ananddiseredivenewere chosen
and selected even from or before their
birth god has his eye uponuron the
world ilehe overrulesover rules and con-
trols all things notwithstand-
ing ilehe is shut out from the
councilscoMicilslis of men by their unbelief illslils
authority is not admitted by the world
the children of men ignore illshis rv

to govern and control to dictatee or to
cocounselun e in the earth nevertneverthelessbeless
ilehe governs and controls the nations olof
the earth and individuals and all
things are subject to illshis powerpowei I1 do
not mean that all mankind are obedi-
ent to his will I1 do not mean that
they are willing to acknowledge him
or that they know him I1 am rather
inclined to the opinion that ththey ardigare ig-
norant entirely of him anzanyand of hisitspower and that they do not conceive
it possible that helre governs and con-
trols the affairs of the nations of the
earth nevertheless ilehe does boandso and
while man proposes god disposes
while the leaders of the nations of tiethethe
earth plan and scheme and seek to
govern according to their ideas yet
god almighty averoverrulesover rules their acts
and brings forth results which in ac-
cordancecordance with illshis wisdom arearc de-
signed to hasten and ultimately con
summate illshis grand and glorious pur-
posesoses in the earth and fI1 believe that
one of the greatest sins of which the
inhabitants of the earth arearc guilty to-
day is the sin of ingratitude the want
of ac on their part of

t god and his right to govern and con-
trol we see a man raised up with ex-
traordinarytraordinary gifts or with great intelli-
gence and he is instrumental in devel-
oping some great principle ilehe and
the world ascribe his greatreat genius and
wisdom to himself ifehe attributes his
success to his own energies labor and
mental capacity ilehe does not acknowl-
edgeed e the handandh of god in
aanythingn thin 11 connected with his
success but inoresignoresi nores him altoaitoaltogetherether
and takestakes the honoronor to himself thistins
will apply to almost all the worldworld iiilu
all the I1greatreat modern discoveries in
science in ttheh arts in mechanism and
in all the material advancement of the
age the world say we have done it
the individual says 1I have done it 11

and he gives no honor or credit to gotigollgod
now I1 read in the revelations through
joseph smith the prophet that be-
cause of this god is not pleased with
the inhabitants of the earth but is
anangry with them because they will inotlotaacknowledgeeyzcledge his hand in all things
I1 am inclined to acknowledge the hand
of Ggodod in all thinthingss if I1 seesec a man
inspired with intelligence with extra-
ordinary ability andalid wisdomvis dom I1 say to
myself he is indebted to godgon for that
wisdom and ability and that without
the providence prgr interposition of the
almighty he would not have been what
he is ilehe is indebted to the lord al-
mighty for his intelligence and for all
that he has for the earth is the lords
and the funessfalness thereof god origin-
ated and designed all things and all
are illshis children we are born into the
world as his offspring endowed with
the same attributes the children of
meninen have sprung from the almighty
whether the world are willing to ac-
knowledgeknowknowledgled e itor not ilehe is the father of
our spirits he is the originator of
our barthlearthly tabernacles vfwe live and
move and lavehave our being in god our
heavenly father and ll11havingving sprungs run 1

from him with 0our1 talentstalent durour ability9clity
our wisdom wd hould atlit least be
willing to illshis hand in all
the prosperity that mayinay attend us in
life andana livegive to him the honor and
glory0 0cfalllalial wiwiee accomplish in the flesh
weve are upon
the almightyalbig ty for everything we pos-
sess of a worldly character there is
not a manmail on the earth possessed of
the wisdom or power otof himself to
cause even a spear of grass to grow
or to produce a kernel of wheat or
of corn or any fruit vegetable or any
material whatever which is essential
for the sustenance the happiness and
the well being of a human creature in
the worworldd it is true we can go to the
earth we find it prepared to a certain
extent and we cultivate plow and
plantlant and we reap the harvest buteodgod has ordained that the fruits of our
labor shall be in subjection and in obe-
dience to certain laws which ilehe him-
self controls and which he has kept
out of the power of man mannian may
boast of having a great deal of wisdom
of having accomplished a great deal in
this century but if he did but
know it he derives the ability by which
he accomplishes these things from god
his father who is in heaven ilehe does
not possess the power in and of hllhiihim-
self

n

I1 read a scripture something like
this that there is a spirit in manihan
now if that should stop here there
would not be perhaps anything very
remarkable about man for the spirit
of man only the things of
man and the things of god are discern-
ed bytheby the spirit of god but while
there is a spirit in man it is furtherfurther
stated that the inspiration of the al-mighty it understanding 11

there is not a man born into tilethe worldard
but has a portion of ane spirit of god
and it is theltthat spirit of godGoa which givesivesto his spirit understandingunderstand ing without
thisbethis he would be but an animal like
the rest of the brute creation without
understanding without judgment
without skill without ability except
to eat and to drink like the brute beast
but inasmuch as the spirit of god

all men understanding ilehe is cnell
lightened above the brute beast fifelshe is
made inift the image of god himself so
that he can reason reflect pray exer-
cise falthfaith he can use his energies for
the accomplishment of the daiesdM iesles ofbighearthishig hearnheart and inasmuch as he puts
forth his effortefforts4 in the proper direc-
tion then he is entitled to an increased
portion of the spiritspirl of the ltvityto inspire him to increased intelligence
to increased prosperity and happiness
in the world but illin frolproportion isas he
prostitutes kislishis energies for evil theinspiration of the almighty is with-
drawn from him until he necomesbecomes so90
dark and so benighted that so far as
illliihis4 knowledge cf i is concerned so

far as the future or hopes of eternal
life are concerned he is quite as igno-
rant as a dumb brute

I1 was remarkably struck upon this
point only a short time ago by the ex-
pressed opinion of an Gaiwalindividualvidual who
is considered to be very intelligent a
philanthropist going about the coun-
try and said to be doing a great deal of
good ohp remarked in my hearing that
the future was a blank that welnerwe knew
bothinnothing about it that we knew noth-
ing as to the condition of the spirit af-
terg death nor as to the prepro existence
of spirits and that all these things
must be left without consideration as
matters wholly beyond our reach
this in substance was the opinion ex-
pressed by this very intelligent person
who is roingoing about the country doing
so much gogoodd I1 do not doubt that in
dididuals may go about doldoidoing gooddod
rellereilerelievingiving present necessities throwing94 v in
out practical ideas and suggestionssuggestionil aass
to temporal concerns and adminisadminister-
ing

ter-
in rreproofproofe that will be greatlyrbatly bene
nicficlecialia 1 to very many in ahttheirair present
worldly condition but in view of the
possibilities of the great and eternal
hereafter and the important contin

of the past involving our ororig-
in and our destiny some of us are so
constituted that we cannot content
ourselves to rest such vital matters
here in the midst of so much igno-
rance uncertainty and doubt wedewe de-
sire to know something about the fu-
ture and the past aasS well as of the
present what is the object of our be-
ing whence have we come whither
are we going what consequences are
dependent upupon0 ii this life what
is to be apagainedined or lost to
whom arearc we responsible seeing we
do not owe our existence to our earth-
ly parents alone nor to chance or haz-
ard Is there any reward or punish-
ment hereafter for good or evil com-
mitted in the flesh we desire to
know something about these things if
it is possible to know anything aiaboutut
them what is the standard of right
and truth and who is the great exam-
ple those who say in their hearts
that it is impossible to learn anything
about these things that it is sufficient
to content ourselves with that which
we can see and hearbear and handle and
with that which only materially effects
our present exiexlexistenceence that that is all
we have to concern ourselves about
can be jut little removed beyond the
brutes or the animal creation such
maybemay be classed with ththoseose whom the
savior referred to in thetile parable of
the rich inanman who said take thine
ease eatcat drink and be merry 11 in
other words I1 let usma have pleasure in
that which we popossesssTess or enjoyenjoy to-
dayda itKsthis reminds me of a remark that I1
was told a certain man saisalsaidsaldd to be
learned in the law had made in refer-
ence to the religion of the latter day
saints ilehe remarked sosomethingmethin like
this 9 you believe in having joy you
claim that your religion is for the pur-
pose of securing to you the greatgreatest
amount of joy now onorl the back of
this you denydenv yourselves of this that
and the other your people are called
upon to deny their appetites to ccon-
trol

on
their passions and to crucify the

flesh etc mybly enjoyment consists in
whatever I1 can get that is good to eatcat
to drink or wear whatever ministers
to my bodily case or comfort to the
gratification of my tastes and appetites
I1 deny myself notinothing1 ing that I1 like or
desire Ilence 1I drink I1 smoke I1
chew and I1 do as I1 please 1 he might
have added perhaps 11L curse and
swear I1 gamblegambieamble I1 commit whoredoms
and take advantage of every circum-
stance I1 can to augment my pleasure
and gratify my lust and my ambition
all these contribute pleasure to me andana
constitute Tnyiny greatest joy and happi-
ness such was tiletile confessed mor-
al status of this legal individual to
whom I1 refer but I1 consider and I1
believe that every right minded per-
son will heartily agree with me that
such a conception of the object of hu-
man existence and happiness is grovel-
ing vile and con no pure

t minded person can perceive anything
noblenobie exaltedexacted pure pror praiseworthy
inin a iilifeilfee so selfish narrow and gross
there is nothing liberal or manly in
such avowalsavowals much less in the practi-
cal results of such a life and comingcoming
from a manmail of years of legal experi-
ence and knowledge to a southyouth with a
AVview to misleadingadocalOg liimbilm is infamous
Ffollowingowing this theory we ob-
serve a man wallowingallowingvyvAlv in
in the gutter bloodshotblood shot bloated rag-
ged hideous and filthy his family neg-
lectedeted at homeardhome and destitute MIhis
children barefootbare foot naked orbor bundled
in rags and starving fortor food objectsobjects

1 of pity and disgust without the 8shad-
ow

ad-
i

adl
of a chance for mental improve-

ment1 with only the blighting wither-
ing example ofof a besotted husband
and father for their guldingguiding star audand
why all this because this misguided
fallen human creature is seeking joy
in tilethe on of his appappetiteetitel
thisthi4 theory mayinay be followed jnJu all its
lead to sirslisimilarrillar and equallyequalar appal-
lingI1 I1 u reresults1 il ts no ininman is safe unless he
is mastee of himself and there is no
tyrant so merciless or more to be
dreadedfreaded thanthau an uncontrollable appe-
tite or passion we will find that if
wovve give way to the grovellinggrovellingyelling appe-
tites of tilethe flesh and follow them up
that the end will be invariably bitter
injurious and soigol both to the
individual and society it is hurtful
in eampleampie as wellweil as in its individual
effects dangerous and hurtfulhurfful to the
unwaryunwarywary while the denial of these ap
petite 4 tilothe crucifixion of the lleshflesh so
to speak and anan forfon some
thinthing noble whenever possible doinggiottogood to our fellow creaticreaturesI1 hoping1 gfrtor the future laying up trtreasureseressu s in
heaven where mothmath anoand rust cannotqt

corrupt and where thieves cannot
break through and steal all these
things will bring everlasting happihappi-
ness happlhappihappinessness for this wworld and the
worldworl to come if there is no pleas I1

ure in the world except that which we
experience in the gratification of our
physical desires eating drinking gay
associations and the pleasures ueeaeeu-ze
world then the enjoymentsenjoyments of the
world are bubbles there is nothing in
them there is no lasting benefit or
happiness to be derived fromglom themhamnessftt seems to me that the example
which was set to us by our savior is
the example we should seek to follow
did he prostitute his intelligenceIntelli genee for
the gratification of tilethe lusts of the
flesties or did ilehe go about doing good

healing the sick opening the ekeseyeseves of
the blindbilna giving speech to the dumbclumb
hearing to the deaf cleansing the lep-
ers forgiving sin relievingin thecie dis-
tressed was not that tathe example
ilehe set before the world was notlot
that the course ilehe commanded his
disciplesdisciplestoto pursue I1 think it was
there is something in such a course
that is praiseworthy and noble it
will brinbring true and lasting pleasure
while the pleasures of the world are
only temporary and fleeting the spir-
itt of god brings unspeakable pleasure
to all who enjoy it it leads men to do
good to deny themselves some things
that they may the better be enabled to
do good it certainly affords more
pleasure to give than to receive it is
so said in the scriptures it is more
blessed to administer comfort and joy
to our fellow creatures than tollaceto have
them administer to ourselves but
under the spirit and influence that the
world is under at present this is not
the view that is generally taken men
of the world are rushing headlong af-
ter that which will as they suppose
contribute to their own pleapieapleasuregure they
dontealedondonttearecare how they get pleasure so
that they get it As a general thing
gold or money is the thing which ad-
ministers most to their pleasure and
joy in a few years however they
will be called away from this world
when their wealth and everything else
they have cherished will have to be left
behind they cannot take their gold
with them because it belongs to the
world when they get behind the veil
that which served to make them happy
will be onecone beyond their reach the
source oi their pleasure will have fled
there will be nothing left for them to
enjoy in that other sphere they had
their enjoyment in this they did not
frame their mind for other
they served their bodies their flesh-
ly desires and the result is they have
serveservedd the devil they are therefore
his children andand they have no pleasure
in god nor ilehe in them what is thetherere
in this world that can gtt ve so much
joy or so much pleasure as to know
that sourour sins are forgiven that we
stand acceptable to god our heavenly
father that we have not injured any
of our fellow creatures that we are
free from any indebtedness or incum-
brance that we are not in bondage to
the world nor to our fellow creatures
this gives one far greater pleasure
than aranything the world can give
moneyaloney cannot give it the wealth of
the world cannot bestow thithiss enjoy-
ment upon man the honors of men
do not affect this question at all if
we can only realize before god our
father that our sins are forgiven
that we arearc free from transgres-
sion and that our spirit is right and
pureure in the sight of god this shouldecbe a greater source of happiness than
anything the worldmanworworldideanldeancan give tornowto know
that we possess the gift of the holy
spirit that is the right to claim the
aid and assistance of the spirit of god
to direct us in our labors and course
in life is far greater than the wealth
and theille honors orthisof this world to
know that we enjoy a portion of those
rights and privileges which belong to
the priesthood after the order
of the son of god is a source of
greater joy and pleasure to righteous
men than all that the world cancall give
to know that we are in fellowship
with the saints to know we are held
in conconfidence by them to know that
we have their faith and prayers is
worth more to the honest in heart thanthan
all that the pleasures of the world can
bestow to know that we have en-
joyed privileges by which we hayehave se-
cured to ourselves peculiar blessings
for time and eternity is beyond all
comparison with earthly things we
would not elchanexchangec tilethe least of ththetho6
eifesifts that have been bestobestowedived upon us

y and through the authority of the
holyfoly priesthood for allalia 11 the world can
produce because that which cometh
fromrom golGOAgod is eternal and willyliyil not per-
ish if I1 were to be deprived 0ofperthe
privileges I1 have referred to all else
of an earthly character would be
worthless senseless and evanescent to
me we want something that reaches
out into eternity we want to know
where we came from and where we
arearc going where dibdiddid we come from
from god our spirits existed before
thertheyhc came to this world they were
inin illeiliethe councils of the heavens before
the foundations of the earth were laid
weme were there we sang together
with the heavenly hosts for joy when
the foundations ot thetiie earth were laid
and when the plan of our existence
upon this earth and redemption were
mappemappeddoutout we were there we were
interested and weve took partaparta in this
great preparation wevve were unques-
tionablytionably present illin those councils
when that wonderful circumstance oc-
curred to which president taylor has
so often referred of late when satan
offered himself as a savior of thetha
world if he could but receive the hon-
or and the glory of the father for do-
ing it but jesus said Fdfatherther thyinalwillw I1 be done and the glorylory be thine

forever wherefore because satan
rebelled againstainest god and sought to
destroy thetle agency of man the father
rejected him and he was cast outont butjesus was accepted we were no
doubt there and took a part in all
those scenes we were vitally con-
cerned in the carrying out ofof thesegreatcreat plans and purposes we under-
stoodstood them and it was for our sakes
they were hetreeddecreed and are to be con-
summatedsummated these spirits have been
cocomingins to this earth to take uupon0n
them tabernaclesbernacles that thethey might tebe-
come like unto jesus christ being

formed in ills likeness and image
from the morn of creation until now
and will continue until the winding up
scene until the spirits who were des-
tined to come to this world shall have
come and accomplished their mission
in the flesh

this we have learned how have we
found it out I1 answer through theprophet joseph and
the inspiration of the almighty upon
our own minds bychichby which we are able
to ascertain the truth respecting the
predictionsi of the prophet joseph
smith respectingrespect lug the truth of the say-
ingsin soofI1 the ancient prophets respect-
ingI1 the truth of the scriptures8 tures res

the validity ofactethe promises
that god has made to the children of
men for everyever man has the privilegep rivI1 e
of obtaining the inspiration of thellieal-mighty or the gift of ththe0 holy ghost

to know for himself and need not de-pend de-
fend upon joseph smith nor upon
brigham young nor upon john tatay-
lor nor upon any of the prophets whowio
wrote aud spoke as the spirit of god
gave them utterance upon these prin-
ciples we have learned these
thinsthings we have learned whence we
camecame why we came and whither we
are going we are not here to seek
the joys of the flesh and yet the lord
does not design that we should eo
about sorrowful or that we should de-
ny ourselves of any legitimate pleas-
ure the lord never intended that we
should go around fasting
grieving weeping and wallingwailing white
we sojourn in mortality jesus said
dmn ye fast be not as the hypo-

crites of a sad countenance
but appear not unto men to fast but
unto thy eatherfather which is in secret
in other words appear to the world to
be happy taisthis is the privilege of
every latter day saint and indeed the
privilegeillililerelege of everycrery soul that lives
thererh ire is abundantabundance of joy to be ob-
tained aside from tthee joy which ends
in suffering and sorrow seek those
joys10 s thathatt bring no alloy with them
those joys which are unremitting eter-
nal in their nature do good

again where are we going we
come here and sojourn inin the flesh a
little season and then we pass awaawayeveryelve soul that is born into the forrdworld
will dieale there is not a soul that has
escaped death except those upon
whom god has passedpasse by the powerpowen
of hislifs spirit that ttheyhe should live in
the flesh until the second coming of
the son of mansmaar but they will eventu-
ally have to pass through the ordeal
called death it may be in the twink-
ling of an eye and without pain or
suffering but they will pass through
the change because it is an irrevoca-
ble edict of the almighty in the
day that thou eanest thou surely
diedle 1 I1 this was the edict of the al-mighty and it pertains to adam that
is 11allalill thethe human race for adam is
many and it means you and I1 and ev-
ery souirouloui that lives and that bears the

of the father we shall all die
but is thial the end of our being if
we had an existence before we came
here we certainly shall continue that
existence when we leave here thespirit will continue to exist as it did
before with the additional advantagesS
derivedderivedffromrom hayingbaying passed through avistvisthis
probation it IsS absolutely necessary
that we shouldshoun come to the earth and
take because if
we have tabernacles we couldnot be like god or like jesus christgod has a tabernacle of flesh and bone
ilehe is an organized being just as we
arearc who are n ow in the flesh jesus
christ was bornbom of illshis mother mary
ilehe had a fleshly tabernacle ilehe was
crucified on the cross and his body
was raised from the deaddead he burst
the bonds of the grave and ecame forthto newness of life a living soul a liv-
ing being a man with a body withparts and with spirit the spirit and
the body becoming a living and im-
mortal soul you and I1 have got to
do the samesamo thing we must go
through the same ordeal in order to
attain to the glogiogloryannglory and exaltation
which god designed we should enjoy
with him in the eternal worlds inother words we must become like
him peradventure to sit upon
thrones to have domindominionlonion power
and eternal increase god designeddes ned
this in tilethe beginning we are the belldchild-ren of god ilehe idanisanis an eternal beinbeing
without beginning of days or end jiof
years ilehe always was ilehe is ileho al-ways will be we are precisely in thesame condition and under thetho same
circumstances that god our heavenly
father was when ilehe was passing
through this or a similar ordeal we
are destined to come forth out of thegrave as jesus did and to obtain im-
mortal bodies as ilellehe did that is thatour tabernacles are to become immor-
tal as illshis became immortal that the
spirit and thetilo body may be joined to-
gethergetherandand become one livinliving beinbelubeing
indivisible inseparable eternal thisTOis the object of our existence in the
world and we can only attain to
thesehese thingsthins through obedience to cer-
tain principlesinciPlespies broughthrough walking in

channels through obtainobtainingiu 1
certain information certain intelli-
gence from god without Wwhich po
mailmall can accomplish this wworkork griirfuiful


