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after visiting the governor I1 was con-

ductedIC to the house of a native brother
Ctetumu where I1 spent most of the day
conversing as well as I1 could with the
natives who came to see me I1 tried to
use to the best advantage the few tahi-
tian words I1 had learned and made up
the balance with signs gestures and

expressexpressionsigns I1 also showed them
naymy pictures temple rocks etc and
Qiangian aged to interest them in this manner
I1 believe most of those who called were
members of the church as there are
two small branches on this island one
at rotoavaRotoava and the other at tetamanuTe
on the other end otof the island I1 also
wagmug hymns ate chicken and bread
drank cocoanutcocoanut milk set an inactive
dockclock took a walk across the

and back and finally enjoyed a
good nights rest sleeping on new clean
matsts placed in a bedstead with my own
bblanket lorfor a covering

Fakarava is one of the largest and
roost important of all the is-
lands it is thirty two miles long and

arteen wide the two villages roto
ayaava and tetamanuTe contain together
about iko inhabitants of whom the
greater number reside at rotoavaRotoava whicharterft19 thee capital of the group and contains
thetn residence of the governor religious-
ly the people are baines and catholics
tawthe latter being in the majority our
two branchesbranchts have a membership of
about fifty all told

the islands or the low
archiarchipelagoalago is the easternmost group
otof polynesia the islands composing
the group extend from northwest to
southeast a distance of nearly miles
and lie between 1371 and 1149 longitude
west of greenwich with a breadth otof
something like miles between 14
and 25 south latitude there are eighty
wandsislands altogether but only filly six of
them belong to the govern-
ment the others are attached to the

island or islands for adminis-
trative purposes

the islands as listed and
described in the french official year
book for 1895 are as follows each island
beibeingg numbered i matahivaMatahiva 2 maka
tea 3 Tikabaukahau 4 Ragi roa 5 arutun
6 makuraKa 7 8 aheabe 9 apatzki
zoloMaganibi x x joau 12 Fak arava 13
anaaachaa 14 15 faaete 16 baue
hi 17 Takapoto 18 19
tamaroaTakaroa 2020 baraka 21 Tah anea 22
caiaro 23 f 24 motu tunga 25
kajiu 26 depoto 27 Tuanake 28

hiti 29 malemo 30 Haraiki 31 anu
AaAn 32 anu 33 maru
tea 34 taaga 35 Reitoru 36
papipipi

1

37 38 39 teko
koto 1 4040 41 Marokau 42 rava
here 43 takuhe 44 45
Rekareka 46 lauere 47 Teto poto or

48 49 5050
fagadauFagatau 51 hao 53 baraoa
54 matangiTe 55 56 aaka
hina 57 Pukararo 58 59
akizakiAkiakh 6060 Vanavana or kurataniKurataki 61

or Vaira atea 62 pukapuka
63 tahi 64 65 ahu
nui or Fanga taufa 66 jinaki 67 tata
koto or Papa kaua 69 tata
komoto 70 71 Pu karuna 72
Tena 73 Maturevavao 74 vahan
Vgaoror vania 75 reao or nature 76
Tenarena 77 maria 78 marateaMaru tea 79
Mangareva 8080 himoe

the islands numbered respectively i
to 53 and 55 56 and 62 belong to the

governorship while those
numbered 54 57 to 61 and 63 to 8080 be

long to the or manga rerevanvan
governmentovern ment the most important is-
landend is anaa or chain island which
contains more inhabitants than any other
member of the group but the
seat of government is at rotoavaRotoava on the
island of Fakarava which is more
centrally located than anaa all the

islands except marateaMa katea
and karekaRe are low and flat lagoon
islandslanasis consisting of ring or bowshaped
coral reels of which the widest range
from 1200 to 1500 feet across and the
lagoons thus formed on the inside of
these reefs abound with pearl oysters
the largest lagoons are those otof ran
diroa miles in circumference and
Fak arava go90 miles most of the is-
lands have passes or openings through
the coral reefsreefe from the ocean into the
lagoons inside but only in a few of
these is the water deep enough for large
ships to pass through some are even
too narrow and shallow for ordinary
schoonersners and only passable forshallfor small
boats the land part of the islands
consists of patches where the coral reefs
are a little elevated above the ocean on
which decayed coral have formed a very
thin crust of earth which in some places
are quite fertile and suitable for the
cocoa palm and a variety of bush
growth to take root in but there is pono
real soil such as forms the foundation
otof more elevated islands each island
consists of a number of or islets
separatedseparates6 from each other by barren
cacoralral reefs and in a few instances by
deeper water passes some of the

are several miles long but sel-
dom over a quarter of a mile wide quite
a number contain only a few acres of
land the elevation of the highest
points on most of the islands seldom
exceeds ten feet over high water mark
this being the ccasecase the cocoanutcocoanut trees
on the islands seem to grow from the
ocean itself when seen at a distance of
several miles as their bushy tops and
trunks appear to view owing to the
culture of the earth appearing long
before the land on which they stand
seen at a less distance the aspect is one
of surpassing beauty it the dry part of
the island or belt is sufficiently covered
with trees but much of this beauty is
dispelled on a nearer approach as the
vegetation is usually found to be scanty
and wiry this vast collection otof coralcoral
islands is certainly one of the wonders
of the pacific ocean

the area of the entire group accord-
ing to the official year book of 1892 is
about hectareshektares or acres
and the population in 1892 was in
the part and in the gam-
bier part of the archipelago the in-
habitants belong to the polynesian race
and are most civilized on the western-
most islands where most of the people
have been converted to christianity
on the eastern islands there are still
traces of cannibalism the catholics
are particularly strong on anazandanaa and
Mang areva or the joseph
ites are next in number and about eight
hundred are members of thelife true church
of jesus christ of latter day saints

some of the natives are dark skinned
and resemble the finansfijians in their figure
and ferocity others have the more
gentle character of the tahitiansTahiti ans but it
is acknowledged that they have a more
warlike disposition than the latter and
for this reason kept a body
guard of them in preference to his own
subjects they speak a different dialect

of the great polynesian language to that
of tahiti the islanders navinavigategater
among the different groups partly in
native double canoes and partly in
schoonersners and other modern vessels
the native canoes of which however
only a lewfew are now used are about 35
feet long and 4 feet wide and two of
these are connected by a frame work
on which is placed a deck and some
times a temporary hut they are built
of wood sewn together and hoist two
large mat sails on separate masts they
are strong and have no difficulty in
navigating but sometimes they are
blown away in storms and the voyagers
are obliged to take refuge on strange
islands

in most of the entrances to harbors in
the lagoon islands there is a strong
current or tide which sets in and out
alternately about six hours each way
numerous instances are upon record of
canoes being drilled out olof their course
even several hundred miles by currents
and westerly winds the easterly trade
winds generally prevail in the Tu
though not with strict regularity

olof the vegetable kingdom on the
Tu the most important is the
cocoanutcocoanut palm the fruit of which serves
as the principal food of many of the
natives while the surplus is transformed
into cobra and shipped abroad

the animal kingdom on the group is
represented in rats swine dogs catsats
goatsgoals fowls etc besides numerous ipin
sects on the coast there is an abund-
ance of tortoises or turtles and on the
coral reef pearl oysters

the Tu were formerly besig
bated on the maps as Pau motu which irbin
the language of the tahitiansTahitiiansans means

island cloud but in the language of
the group itself it means the subduedsub aed
islands As the inhabitants protested
against this appellation the official name
is now and has been since the french
took possession in 1852 or the
far off islands

from the extent of the archipelago
and the character of the islands they
have been discovered by various navi-
gators whose voyages have extended
over very long series of years the
first who gave any notice of their exis-
tence was pedro fernandez de aniros a
spaniard who in 16061606 saw several is-
lands on the south and north sides orof
the group Schonten a hollander who
together with le maire navigated the
great ocean inhi 1616 discovered several
islands in the north part of what is now
known as the group which he
called the dangerous archipelago a
name by which they are still distinguish-
ed by many navigators Koggewein
another noted explorer passed through
the group in 1722 subsequently 1765
commodore byron to the
pacific by king george III of england
visited here he was followed by cap
bains wallis and carteretCarterht also british
government explorers in 1767 1 then
captain james cook in 1769 177317 3 and
1774 made important discoveries inin the
Tu he was followed by bon
banvilleganville a french government explorer
in 1768 captain of the
spanish frigate sta maria magdalena
in 1772 to 1791 lieutenant edwards
commander of the british frigate pan-
dora in 1791 captain bligh of the
bounty in 1792 captain wilson of the
missionary ship duff in 1797 and turn-
bull of the margaret in 1803 all these
navigators gave the civilized world some


