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FoRrRTY-FOUR years ago to-day, the
kingdom of God was organized on
this earth, for the last time, never
to be broken up, never to be con-
founded or throwun down, but te
continue from that time, hence-
forth and for ever. This Kingdom
was not organized by man, nor by
the wisdom of man, but by the rev-
elation ef Jesus Christ, he having
guided and directed, by revela-
tion, everything in regard to its or-
ganization, and bestowed authority
upon his servants to perform the
work, and they being only agents
or instruments in his hands.

All other Christian denomina-
tions, for many long centuries,have
been organized without revelation,
The organizers of these various de-
nominations did not even pretend
that God had given them any in-
formation from heaven; they did
not even pretend that there was
one sentence which had been re-
ceived in their day from the Lord
in relation to the organization of
their institutions. In this respect
the Latter-day Saints differ widely
from all Christian denominations;
it is an essential diflerence, a pecu-
liar characteristie, ana one of the
utmost importance. Ewery person,
with a little reflection, can see that
without divine information, man
is utterly unable to organize the
Kingdom of God on the earth, He
may organize kingdoms, empires,
republies and various Kinds of eivil
government, and a great variety of
governmentsina religious capacity,
and when he has organized them
they are without foundation and
authority. The Lord communicates
nothing to them, but they are com-
Eelled to ponder over that which

ad been revealed in former ages,
all the information
from what God spake
formerly. IDBut how impossible
it is for people to learn their
duties from what God said for-
merly to somebody else. We might
as well, in the organization of a
civil government, say, “The canon
of laws is sealed up, we need no
‘legislators or Congressmen.”” If the
question be asked why we do not
need them, the answer is, “Oh, we
depend upon the laws which wele
made by our fathersa; they are suf-
ficient for our guide.” Just fancy
the people of this great republic
being governed by the lawsenacted
in the first Congress after the revo-
lutionary fathers framed the con-
stitution! Only think of all the
people now appealing to those an-
cient laws. made before any of
them were born, and baving no-
thing further to govern them !

This would be just as consistent
as it would be to suppose that God,
some eighteen hundred years ago,
gave all the information that %Je
ever intended to give in relation to
the government of his kingdom
and his affairs here on the earth.
You know that in ecivil govern-
ments laws are continually requir-
ed, circumstances call them forth.
Laws made last year are not al-
ways suitable to the circumstances
of this year, and those made ten
years ago might be altogether un-
suitable for events now happening,
and hence the necessily of some-
thing new, direct from the law-
making department. So in regard
to the kingdom of God. God spake
to the ancients, but many of the
words he spake then are not bind-
ing upon the people now. Some
few of the great moral principles
revealed to the ancients are bind-
ing for ever; but the great majority
of the revelations from heaven were
only suited to the individuals to
whom they were given. Take, for
instance, the case of Abram.
was living in Chaldea, the Jand of
his fathers. The Lord spake to him
and commanded him to arise and
leave his native country, and jour-
ney to a strange land, which was

romised to him for an inheritance.

ow, I ask, was any other people
upon the face of the whole earth
bound to obey this divine law giv-
en to Abraham? Noj it was suited
to him and to him only. If we
were all under this ancient law,
then every one of us would bhave to
go to Chaldea; and after we got

and get
they can

He | P°

there we should have to leave that
country and go to some land which
we should expect to receive for an
inheritance, which would be the
very height of asbsurdity.

Again, when God led forth Abra-
ham into the land of Palestine, we
find that he not only eommunicat-
ed laws to him, but that he also
made precious promises relating to
him and his seed,. which did not
pertain to all the na‘ions and king-
doms of the earth. God command-
ed Abraham on that occasion to
arise, and t;agam through the
length and b th of the land, and
to gu out on to a certain high place
and to cast his eyes eastward and
westward, and northward and
southward, for said the Lord unto
bim, “All this land which thou
seest shall be given to thee, and to
thy seed after thee fora ion.”
Under this Jaw have I been com-
manded to go to the lJand of Pales-
tine, and walk through the length
and breadth of the land? Never.
have you been commanded to do it?
Never. [tisnotalaw that is bind-
ing upon us, neither was it binding
upon future generations after the
days of Abraham.

Again, when God made the pro-
mise to Abraham that he should
have that land for a ion, and
his literal seed after him, he did
not mean you nor me, nor the gene-
rations of the earth who are not the
literal descendants of Abraham,

Again, when God revealed himself
to Mosesaand told him to go down in-
to Egypt and deliver lsrael from
bondage, that was alaw binding up-
on Moses and Mesesalone. The Lat-
ter-day Saints are not under that
lJaw,neither are any other people. So
we might continue to multiply
instances by thousands where God
spake to individuals, and they,and
they alone, were the persons who
were to give heed te his laws.
Again, where he spoke in some
cases to the nation of Israel, Israel,
and Israel alone, could obey those
Jaws. But sometimes he would
reveal to an individual or to a peo-
ple certain great moral principles
that were binding upon them and
upon all people unto the ends of
the earth, when they were made
manifest unto them. Such laws
are everlasting in their nature.
Sometimes God revealed ordinances
as well as commandments and laws.
These ordinances were binding just
as far as God revealed them for the
people to attend to. For instance,
the lJaw of circumeision was bind-
ing upon Abraham and his seed,
and was to be continued for a cer-
tain season, but by and by it was
to be superseded by some other.
God also revealed, in the days of
the introduction of the Gospel,
many eternal laws, diflerent from
those that had been revealed in
former times. He revealed many
things afresh and anew when he
came personally on the earth,
which had also been revealed prior
Lo his day. For instance, we will
take the law of faith and repent-
ance. These principles were taught
in every dispensation, and were
binding upon all people in the four
quarters of the earth, and in all
generations before Jesus came; they
were eternal principles and were
to be cnntinueg forever. We will
take, again, the law of baptism for
the remission of sins. Wherever
the gospel was preached this ordin- |
ance was binding upon the people.
Wherever men were gent forth
with the fullness of the plan of sal-
vation to declare to the ¢hildren of
men, the law of baptism acceom-
panied that message, and all people,
as well as Israel, were required to
obey that sacred ordinance.

In the latter days, when God es-
tablishes his kingdom on the earth
for the last time, there will be
thousands and tens of thousands of
precepts and commandments re-
vealed tocertain individuals, which
will be binding upon them alone.
Then there will be other command-
ments that will be adapted to all
the church, and they will be bind-
ing upon the church and upon the
church alone. Then there will be
certain other commandments that
will be binding upon all nations,
ple and tongues, and blessed are
they who give heed to the com-
mandments and institutions and
ordinances which pertain to them
aud which are adapted to their cir-
cumstances, and which are given
for them to obey, But we will re-
Eurn again to the church and king-

om.

Forty-four years have rolled over
our heads since God gave com-
mandment to a young man, a
youth, to organize baptized believ-
ers into a church, which was ealled
the kingdom of God, not organized
in its fulness, for t—i.lera were not |

materials enough at that time to
institute all the officers that were
needed in that kingdom. The
kingdom needed inspired apostles,
seventies, high priests after the
order of Melchizedec; it needed the
priesthood of Aaron—the Levitical
priesthood, which the ancient
prophet said should be restored in
the latter days. The Kkingdom
needed all the appendages and
blessings of these two priesthoods,
and there were not a sufficient
number then baptized to make the
organization perfect and cumPlet.e;
but so far as there were individuals
the organization was commenced,
although there were then only six
members. Two of these were apos-
tles, called of God to be apostles;

then existed, and when fulfilled it was no
longer even binding upon them. The Lord
gave s commandment afler we had gatn-
ered up tothe land of Kirtland, that some
of his servants should go forth, two by
two, preaching through Indiana, Obhio,
Illinois and Missouri, that they should
meet together in general conference on the
western boundarles of the State of Mis-
souri, and that the Lord God would reveal
unto them the land which should be given
unto them for an everlasting inheritunce.
Theee persons were commanded to do this.
This commandment was binding upon
them and them alone. They were the in-
viduals who were commanded to do this
work—Iit wus not required of the rest of
church. They fulfilled their appointment
—as many as were faithful went through,
two by two, on different routes, preachin

and calling upun the peoEm to repent an
he baptized, confirming them by the water
side, and organizing churches. Finaliy

ealled hy new revelation to be ;
apostles, called by the ministration”
of angels to be apostles, ordained
by the laying on of hands of im-
mortal personages from the eternal
worlds. Hence, being ordained by
this high authority, called by this
high and holy ealling, and chosen
to go forth and organize the king-
dom, and to preach the message of
life and salvation among the chil-
dren of men, they were obedient;
and the other fourindividuals were
organ‘zed in connection with them,
upon the foundation that bad been
laid by the Lord himself, and not
upon a creed that had been con-
cocted in some council of uninspir-
ed men, not upon some articles of
faith that were framed by uninspir-
ed men to guide and govern them,
but what they received was by di-
rect revelation. INot one step was
taken without obtaining a revela-
tion in regard to the manner of pro-
ceeding in relation tothe laying of

thi« foundation. _

How very different this from the Meth-
odiste, the Baptists, the Preshyterians,
the Church of England, and the various
socicties and denominatiens that exist
throughont all the Protestant world; not
one of them was organized in that way!
Supposing that some of these Christian
denominations should happen to get the
form pretty nearly correct, and yet not
have the authority, that would make all
the difference The form with the aunthor-

ity is one thing, and {&e form without the
a .thority and divine appointinent and
ordination Is another thing. One
power, but the other has not; onc is recos-
nized by the Lord Almighty, but the
other is cnly recognized by man. I think
we can see the difference between man’s
churches and God’s churches, between
man’s organization end God’s organiza-
tion. In the first jlace there never were a
people, since Adam was placed in the
Garden of Eden to the present day, who
were acknowledged of God, unless they
were founded and dirceted and connselled
by him, unless there were a priesthood
having authority from him: nnless God
spake to them, and eent hiz angels to
them. There never was a people, in any
age of the world, whom God recognized
as his people,without these characteristies.
Saysone, ‘“How very uncharitable you Lat-
ter-day Saints arel You execlude the whole
of us,you donot except one of ourchurches
or good Christian denominatinns andthere
are very good, moral people i {hom ™
We do not dispute but what they avo o
very good, moral );nuple-, that is one thing,
and a Christian church is another. Mor-
ality is in its place, and it must bein
the Christian church. Morality may exist
outeide of the Christian church, but both
can not exist together without God organ-
izes the chureh.

Perhaps I have speken sufficiently
lf:-nghupon the subject of the organization
of the church. I might enter fully into the
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those persons thus commanded assembled
in August and September, on the weslern
houndaries of tte State of Missouri, in
Jackson County. Then 1the command-
ment was fulfllled; and it was no longer
binding upon those to whom it was given.
Thus you see that what is suitable for this
month is not always suitable for next
mmonth, and what is suitable for to-day is
not always sunitable for to morrow. It
needs new revelation.

When there missionaries assembled in
Jackson County, the Prophet Joseph, be-
ing with 1hem, inquired sti:] further, and
a commandment was given on that occa-
sion, before the church had gathered, ex-
ccpt ome small branch, called the Coals-
vilic Branch, and that commandment was
to be binding upon aill the Latter-day
Saints who should gather up to that land.
What was it? That all the people who
should gather to Jackson County, the
land of their inheritance, should eonseerate
all their property, everything they had—
thry were 1o withhold nothing. Their
gold and eilver, their bedding, honsehold
furniture, their wearingapparel and every-
thing they possessed was Lo be conscerated.
That placed the people uu a level, for when
everything a people has is consecrated
Lthey are all equally rich. There is not one
poor and another rich, for they all possess
nothing. I do not know but you might
call that poor; but they have something in
common, namcly, that which they bave
conscciated, and this brings me to an
item which I happened to think of jast
about a half a minutie before I arose.

I will now read to you what tbok place
on this American econlivent thirty-six
years after the birth of Christ. Jesus ap-
Lﬁaﬂ:ﬂ here on this continentand organized

ischurch.. He chose twelve disciples and
coiumanded them to go and preach the
pel in both the Jand south and the Jund
north, and they did so. This extlract gives
us a little information avont the iepen-
tance of the peopl:.—

“And it came to pass in the thirty and
gixth year, the peojple were all converted |
unto the Lnrd, upon all the face of the
land, both Nephites and Lamanites, and
there were no contentiyns and dispuia-
tisns among them, and every man did deal
justly one with anothei; and they had ali
things common among them, therefure
they were not rich and poor, bund and free,
but they were all made free, &nd parlakers
of the heavenly gift.”

Now, was not that a marvel? Perhaps
you may ask how it was thal they were ull
80 easily converted. That would be a very
natural question to arise in the minds of
many, for they must have been a very dif-
ferent people from those living now-a-days.
We bave preached, year after year, and
have only converted here and there one.
But all those millions, inhabiting both
Morth and Seuth Awmeriea, were converted
ui:lu the Lord. wWas not that a wonder-
ment? If I explain a little what took
place beivrehand, it will clear up the won-
derment a litie .

Just before Chrisi was eracified in the
land of Jerusalem, the peo; le om this land
hid become exceedingly wicked, and it was
foretold '0 them by their prophets that,
wh'n Jesus, their Savior, shonld be cruei-

investigation of thesec matters, and give
you the particulars about the angels of
God who descended from heaven and con-
ferred the authority upon chosen vessels.
I might teil you about the day which God
set apart and upon which he ¢ mmanded
that his church should be organlzed, for
the very day was mentioned by rev lation,
I might aleo relate to you many instrue-
tions that were given at that time togll
the members of the Kingdom of God.
But I have other sutjec!'s nupon my mind
that scem o present themseivie before
me.

There have been probably ecores of revela-
tions given from time to time daring the
last forty-four years, which are not bind-
ing now, ncither were they hinding upon
all the people at the time they were given.
For instance,God gavea revelation,through
his servant Joseph, on the 14th day of
November, 1830, to your humble servant
who i8 now Epcnkin% commanding him
to go forth and preach the gospel among
the nations of the ecarth, preparing the
way of the Lord for his gecond cominv,
and to lift up his voice, both long and
loud, and ery repentance to this erooked
and perverse generation. I ask this con-
gregation if there is an individual pre
gent here, but your humble servand
who is under this direct conmmand?
No. If you have licen commanded to do
the same, you have been commanded by s
distinet revelation. The revelation given
to me was not given to any other individ-
ual, and was not binding upon any other.
S0 in regard to the gathering up of the
Saints. We were dwelling in the State of
New York, and cn the second day of Jan-
uary, 1831, God commanded that all the
Saints in that S'ate, the State in which the
church was organized, and al' who were
dwelling in all the reslons round abont,
shonld gather up to the State of (*hio. 1Is
that a commandment binding upon any of

fied in the luind of their fathers, there
should be great destruction come upon
those who were wicked in this Jand, and
that many of their citice should be destrcy-
ed—they should be sunk and burned with
lire,and God would visit them in great and
terrible judgwents if they did not repent
and prepare for the coming of their Savior,
for they expeeted bim to appear after his
resurrection. The wicked did not repent,
and all those destructions came, just as
the prophets foretold. Darkness covered
the face of this land for three days and
three nights, while at Jernsalem it was only
three hsnrs. Three days and Lthree nights
they suffered darkness upon all the face of
this land, and very many of their cities,
which were great and populous, were sunk,
and lakes came up instead of them:; a
great many were burned with fire, a great
wany were destroyed hy terrible tempests,
and a great destruction came upon the
wicked portions of the people, who had
stoned and put the prophets to death, and
only the more righteous portion of the
people were spared.

In the latter part of the yvearin which
Jesus was put to death, he descended
among a certain portion of the ple on
this continent, gathered in the northern
part of what we term Soulh Awmeriea.
He deseended from heaven and stood in
their midst; and on the next day, when a
larger multitude were gathered together,
be came a scecond time, and there were a
great many thousands on that oceasion,
He often appeared to them after that
period, within the course of one or two
years, and he chose twelve di-ciples, and |
go great was the power made manifest be-
fore thuse thousands that when they went
forth into the north and south and preach- |
ed the word, according to the command-
ments of God, the more righteous portion
of the people, who had been eparced, and
who had hombled themselves and par-

this congregation? Not one of them, it
wie only snitex {8 the circamstances (hat

tinlly repented, but did not understund

the fulnces of the gospl, wera casily con-

verted, and that is the rearon why all the
prople in North and South America were
converted untothe Lord; and in the thirly-
gixth year, reckoning from the birth of
Jesus, they were not only all converted
upon the faca of this whole land, but they
were all organized upon a common stack
principle, and there were no poor among
them, and they deait jastly one with an-
other.

Says one, *‘They did the rame thing in
the iand of Jerunsalem.’’ Yee, bul they
did not kecp it up in the laud of Palestine
—they seem to have falied, for we have no
account that this common stoeck prineiple,
as at first organized, continued amone the
Saints on the Aelatic Continent. Churehes
were built up in various parts of Asia and
Europe, one in one place, angther in an-
other, and they all ecem to have had pro-
perty of thelr own; and I belicve, uyself,
that they were unprepared, in thelr ecat-
tered condition, to enter into this order of
things. There was too much wickedness
at Ephesus, in Galatia, at Corinth, and in
the various places where small branches
were organized, to enter into this common
stock principle, and earry it out success-
fully. Buton this continent there wasa
fine opportanity, for all the people, mil
lions and wmwililons of them, were in the
same faith., How eca<ily, then, conld they
be guided and dirceted, and put in their
property, and organize it as a common
stock fund; and they did o, and were cx-
ceedingly blessed and prospered in. their
eperation. And I will tell you how long
it existed—a' out one hundred and sixty-
five years. But in the yea~two hundred

' and one after the birth of Christ the peo-

ple began to be lifted up, on this conti
nent, in pride wnd popularity, and began
to withdraw thelr funds from this comunony
slock, and take them iuto their own hands,
and call them their own, and they contins
ue:l to do this, until the great majority of
the people had eorrupted themselves and
withdrawn from this order. Then, after
having broken ap this common fund in a
great measure, only a few individuals here
and there still hoiding on to it, they be-
came proud and highminded, and lifted
up in their heurts, and looked down upon
those who were not 8o prosperous as them-
sclves, and in this way a distinelion of
clasees was again introduced, and the rich
tegan to persccute the poor; and thus
they continued to apostatize, unlil, about
three hundred and thirty-four years after
Christ, they began to have great and terrl- |
bie wars amnong themselves, which Jlasted
about fifty years, doring wkich millions of
them were destroyed. Finally, they be-
came so utteily wieked, so fully ripened
for destruction, that one btranch of the
nation, ca:led the Nephites, galbered their |
entire people around the Lill Cumorah, in
the State of New York, in Ootario County;
and the Lamanites, the opposite army,
gatbered by millions in the same region.
The two nations were fouer years in gather-
iny their forees, during which no fighting
took piace; but at the enld of that time,
having marshalled all their hosts, the Gghis
ing commenced, the Lamanites coming
upon the Nephites, and destroying all of
them, except a very few, who had pre
viou:ly deserted over to the Lamanites.,

Before this decisive battle the Nephites,
who bad kept records of their nation,
written on gold plates, hid them up in the
hill Cumorah, where they have lain from
that day to this. Mormon committed s
few plates to kis son soroni, wno was g
prophet, and who su:vived the mativn of
the Nephites about thirty-six years, and
ke kept these few plates, while all the bals
ance of them were hid up in that hill; and
thin, Moroni, being commanded of God,
hid up the few plates from which the Book |
of Morimon was translated.

I niake mention of these cireomstances
for Lthe purpose of showing you that, when

people have been once enlightened as the
Nephites were, and have had all things |
common, and have becen blessed with an |
abundance of the riches of the earth, work:
ing together in harmony, until riches were
pon red out upon them in vast a'mundance,
and then withdraw themselves from the
order of God, they sooa bring swift des:
truction npon their heads. e sec the
Neph tes, after taking this con de-'i
§Cilive o oot and Jower in the r wicked-
ness, goaig into idolatry, offering up bu-
mun sacritices unto their idol gods, and
committing every species of abowination
that ihey bad ever knowa or heard of, all
because they had been once enlichtened
and had apostatized from the trath, and
withdrawn frow the order of God, in which
their forefathers had had n long expe-
riemee.

The Lord gave a cantion to the Latter
day Saints, when he '0o.d tnem, in a ror-
elation, given in 1831, to enter Into ths
same order perisinirg to our possessions
in Jackson County. Priorto that, he gave
us a promise, saying, that if we woul.: be
faithful we should become the richest of
ali people; but if we would not be faithful
in keeping his commandments, but shounld
become lifted up in the pride of our hearts,
we should, perhaps, becon:e like the Ne-
phites of oid. “‘Beware of pride,” says
the Lord, in one of these revelations, ““Jest
you become like the Nephites of old.”

I have no doubt that you Latter-day
Saints are the best people un the face of
the carth. God has gathcred you oul
from among the nations; ).u were the
only reople, to whom the mossage of Iife
and salvation was sent, who received the
missionaries o! the Most High-when they
came to your respective nations. You not
only received the pel of re;ntance and
baptism, but you hearkened to thore mis-
sionaries and the couusels of God, and

thered to this land. Hence, yon have

one better than all other people, and you
have been hiessed above all other people.
Butthere is danger, after having been made
Parlnkt rs of the Holy Ghost, and haviug
ad the gifts of the Spirit, made manifest
more or less according to our faith, if we
become litted up in the price of cur hearts
and thi k, because we have mthered an
abundance of the wealth of this world,
that we area little better thiu Jur poor
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