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FORTYforar FOUR years ago todayto day the
kingdom of god was organized on
this earth for the last time never
to be broken up never to be con-
founded or thrown down but to
continue from that time hence-
forth and for ever this kingdom
was not organized by man nor by
the wisdom of man but by the rev-
elation off jesus christ he having
guided and directed bbyy revela-
tion everything in regard to its or-
ganization and bestowed authority
upon his servants to perfoperformrm the
work and they being only agents
or instruments in his hands

all other christian denomina-
tions for many long centuries havohave
been organorganizedizea without revelation
the organizers of these various de-
nominations did not even pretend
that god hadllad given them any in-
formation from heaven they did
not even pretend that there was
one sentence which hadllad been re-
ceived in their dayjay from the lord
in relation to the organization of
their institution6 in this respect
the latter day saints differ widelwidelyy
from all christian denomination
it is an essential difference a pecu-
liar characteristic andana ono of the
utmost importance every person
with a little reflection can see that
without divine information man
is utterly unable to organize the
rinuinkingdomhindomdom of god on the earth he
may organize kingdoms empires
republics and various kinds of civil
government and a great variety of
governments in a religious capacitycapacity
and whenwilen he has organized them
they are without foundation and
authority ththee lord commacommunicatesiliiii cates
nothing to them but they are com-
pelledelied to ponder over that whichfladhad been revealed in former ages
and get all the information
theytiley can from what god
formerly but how impossible
it is for people to learn their
duties from what god said for-
merly to somebody else we might
as well in thetile organization of a
civil government bayay the canon
of laws is sealed up we need no
legislators or congressmen if the
question be asked why we do not
need them the answer is oh we
depend upon the laws which
made by our fathers they are suf-
ficient for our guide just fancy
the people of thisaliis great republic
being governed by the laws enacted
in the first congress after the revo-
lutionarylutionary fathers framed the con-
stitutionution onlyobly think of all the
peoplepeole now appealing to those an-
cientelent laws made before any of
them were born and having no-
thing further to govern them I1

this would be just as consistent
as it would bobe to suppose that god
some eighteen hundred years ago
gave all the information that he
ever intended to give in relation to
the government of lifsfifa 1kingdom

lindand his ammaffmairslairs here on the earthyou know that in civil govern-
ments laws are continuallycontinuauy requir-
ed circumstances call them forth
laws made last year are not al-
ways suitable to the circumstances
of this year and those made ten
years ago might be altogether un-
suitable for events now happening
and hence the necessity of some-
thing new direct from the law-
making department so in regard
to the kingdom of god god
to the ancients but many of the
words he then arearc not bind-
ing upon the people now some
few of the great moral principles
revealed to the ancients are bind-
ing for ever but the great majority
of the revelations from heaven were
only suited to thothe individuals to
whom they given take norfor
instance thofhe case of abram he
was living in chaldea the land of
his fathers thothe lord to him
and commanded him to arise anaand
leave his native country and jour-
ney to a strange laudland which was
promised to him for nnan inheritance
now I1 ask was any other people
upon the face of the whole earth
bound to obey thistills divine law giv-
en to abraham no1 it was suited
to him and to 11himm onlyonla if we
were all undertinder isaneththisisancancientlent law
then every one ofbf us would have to
gi0 0t lialaldeaaideadeoldeti and after wo got

there we should have to leave that
country and go to some land which
we should expect to receive for an
inheritance which would be the
very height of obabsurdity

again when god led forth abra-
ham into thetile land of palestine we
find that hohe not only communicat-
ed laws to him but that he also
made precious promises relating to
him and his seed which did not
pertain to all the nations and king-
doms of thothe earth god command-
ed abraham on that occasion to
arise and to pass through tilethe
length and breadth of the land and
to go out on to a certain high place
and to cast hishia eyes eastward and
westward and northward and
southward for said the lord unto
him all this land which thou
seest shall be given to thee and to
thy seed after thee for a possession
under this law have I1 been com-
manded to go to the land of pales-
tine and walk through the length
and breadth of the land never
have you been commanded to do it
never itisfc is not a law that is bind-
ing uuponn us neither was it binding
upon futuretu e generations after the
days of abraham

again when god made the pro-
mise to Abraabrahamliamllam that he should
have that land for a possession antiand
lilshis literal seed after him liehe did
not mean youvou nor me nor the gene-
rations of thehe earth who are not the
literal descendants ofabraham

i again when god revealed himself
to moses and told him to go down in-
to egypt and deliver israelisrnel from
bondage that wasawas a law binding up-
on moses and moses alone the latbat
ter day saints are not under that
law neither are any other people so
we might continue to multimultiplyI1
instances by thousands where god
stake to individuals and thelandtheyand
ttheyey alone were the persons who
were to livegive heed to his laws
again wrwherelere he spoke in some
cases to thetile nation of israel israel
and israel alone could obey those
jawslaws but sometimes he would
reveal to an individual or to a peo-
ple certain great moral principles
that were binding upon them and
upon all people unto the ends of
thetilo earth when they remadewewere made
manifest unto them such laws
are everlasting in their nature
sometimes god revealed ordinances
as well as commandments and laws
these ordinances were binding just
as far as god revealed them for the
people to attend to for instance
the law of circumcision was bind-
ing upon abraham and his seed
and was to be continued for a cer-
tain season but by and by it waswaS
to be superseded by some other
god also revealed in the days of
the introduction of the gospel
many eternal lawslawt dlfdiflerentdifferent from
those that had been revealed in
former times he revealed many
things afresh andtind anew when he
came personally on the earth
which hadllad alsoaiso been revealed prior
to his day for instance we will
take the law of faith and reperepent-
ance

nt
these principles were taught

inin every dispensation and were
binding upon all people in the four
quarters of the earth and in all
generations before jesus came they
were eternal principles and were
to be continued for ever we will
take againc the law of baptism for
the reremissionmission of sins wherever
the gospel was preached this ordin-
ance was binding upon the people
wherever men were sentbent forth
with the fullness of the plan orof sal-
vation to declare to the children of
men the law of baptism accom-
panied that message and all people
as well as ismisraelel were required to
obey that sacred ordinance

in the latter days when god es-
tablishestab lishes his kingdom on the earth
for the last time there will bbee
thousands and tens of thousands of
precepts and commandments re-
vealed to certain individuals which
will be binding upon them alone
then there will be other command-
ments that will bobe adapted to all
the church and they will be bind-
ing upon the churchardchurch andaud upon the
church alone then there will be
certain other commandments that
willbewill be binding aponupon all nations
people and tonguesto and blessed are
they who give heed to the com-
mandmentsmandments and institutions and
ordinances which pertain to ththemem
and which are adapted to their cir-
cumstancescumstances and which nrcaro given
for them to obey but wowe will re-
turn againarainc to the church and king-
dom

forty four years have rolled over
our heads sinco god gave com-
mandmentman dment to a young man a
youth to organize baptized believ-
ers into a church which was called
the kingdom of bodgod not organized
in it fulfuifalnesslneinenesaness fcfozfotr therethere were not i

materials enough atzit that time to
institute all the ommoffmeersofficers that were
needed in that kingdom the
kingdom needed inspired apostles
seventies high priests after the
order of it needed the
priesthood of aaron the
priesthood which the ancient
prophet saidsaldsaidsald should bobe restored in
the latter days the kingdom
needed alallali the appendages and
blessings of these two priest hoods
and there were not a sufficientclent
number then baptized to make the
organization perfect and complete
but so far as there were individuals
the organization was commenced
although there were then only six
members two of these were apos-
tles called of god to be apostles
called by new revelation to be
apostles called by the ministration
orof angels to be apostles ordained
by the laying on orof hands of im-
mortal personages fromfroni the eternal
worlds hence being ordained by
this high authority called by this
high and holy calling and chosen
to go forth and organize the king-
dominanddo and to preach the message 0off
life and salvation among the chil-
dren of men they were obedient
and the other fourindividuals were
organized in connection with them
upon the foundation that had been
laid by the lord himself and not
upon a creed that had been ccon-
cocted

oiloll
iniii some council of uninspir-

ed men not upon some articles of
faith that were framed by uninspir-
ed men to guide and govern them
but what they received was by di-
rect revelation not one step was
taken without obtaining a revela-
tion in regard to the manner orof pro-
ceeding in relation to the laying of
thithim foundation

how very different this from the meth-
odists the baptists the presbyterian
the church of england and the various
societies and denominations that exist
thruthroughouthout all the protestant world not
one of them was organized in that
supposing that somesoule of these christian
deudenomina lions should happen to get the
arm pretty nearly correct and yet not
have the authority that would make all
the difference the form with thothe author-
ity laIs one thinthing and iketle lonnionn without tlethe
a thorlthorntyty and divine appointment and
ordination laIs r thing one hashak
power but the other has not one Is recog-
nized by the lord almighty but the
otherothen is anly recognized by man I1 think
we cann see tilethe difference lc tween mans
churches and gods churches between
mans organization andend gods organiza-
tion inili the first ilaceliacei lace there never were a
people sincesineo adam was placed in thetile
garden of eden to the present day who
were acknowledged of god unless they
were satinfatinfoundedded and directed and counsellercounselledcounselled
by him unless therothere were a priesthood
having authority from himlim enlessunless god

to them and fentrent his angels to
them there never was a people in any
age of the world whom god recognized
as hisbis characteristics
says onesone how very uncharitabletabletabie you lat
ter day saints arciarct you exclude tiietile whole
orusorns you do not except oneoue
argoodor good christian and therethene
arcnrc very good moral people in11 limtim m 19

we do nonot dispute but what they aiae I1
very good moral people that Is one thingthine
and a christian church is another mor-
ality Is good in its place and it must be in
the christian church morality may exist
outside of the christian church but both
can not exist together withoutt god organ-
izes the church

perhaps I1 have spoken sufficiently
lengieng upon the subject of the organization
of the church I1 might enter fully into the
inteinvestigationr tionllon of these nuitunitmatters and zivozire
you tbthe pparticularsartic ulars about tilethe of
god who descended from heaven and con-
ferred the authority upon vessels
I1 might tell you about the day which god
set apart and upon which hebe c d
that hishla church should be organized for
the tenytery day was mentioned by rev lationllon
I1 might also relate to you many Ininstruc-
tions

instru-
ctions that were given at that time to kilkiiallali
the members of0 the kingdom of god
but I1 have other subjects upon my mind
that seem to present themselveslails befortbefore
me

there have been probably scores of revela-
tions given from time to time during the
last forty fourbearsfour years which arc nothingnonot bind-
ing now neither were they binding upon
all the people at the time they were given
for instance God pavenpaten revelation throughtil rough
his servant joseph on the day off
november 1830 to your humble servant
who Is now speaking commanding him
to go forth and preachpreal the gospel among
thetile 11nationsa if on 9 of the earth1 preparing the
way of the lord for his second comincomi
and to lift up his voice both longlonz and
loud and cry repentance to this crooked
and perverse ceneengenerationcration I1 ask tillsthis 0 oon
gregatIon if there I1Is an individual pre-
sentr here but your humble
who Is under this direct command
no if you have I1icencen commanded to do
thothe same you have been commanded by sta
distinct revelation the revelation rivin
to memoe was not given to any other
ual and was not binding upon any other
so in rcrecardregardard to the gathering up of the
saints we were dwelling in the stateslate of
new yorkrork and encn the second day of jan-
uary 1831 god commanded that all the
saints in that sate the state in which tilethe
church was organized and allal who were
dwelling inirl nilnii the reamisrc ionslons round about
should gathergathen up to the state of ohio Is
that a commandment hindinhi upon anyty of
this congre antion notsot one of ththee it
waswaswab colv hittbitt t ba r amgaoamsaouioaio sI1 I1 ti Tf

then existed and when fulfilled it was no
loncer eteneven t hidingluding upon them the lord
gave a commandment afterarter we had datagata
cred up to the land of kirtland that some
of his serEerservants should go forth two by
two preapreachingchIna through indiana ohio
illinois and diissoBlissomissouriurluri that they should
meet together in general conference on the
westawestern boundaries of the state of miamig

and that the lord god would reveal
unto them the land which should be given
unto them for an everlasting inheritanceInherit olceoice
them persons were commanded to do this
this commandment was binding upon
them and them alone they were the in

who were commanded to do this
work it wabwas not required of the rest of
church they fulfilled their appointment

as manyanany as were faithful went through11

two by two on different routes preaching
and calling upunupon the people to repent anand
tvre baptized confirming them hyby the water
idesidesida and organizing churches binally
those persons thus commanded assembled
in august and september on the western
boundaries of methe stateslate of mifmit in
jaclsonJajackelsonsonbon county then the command-
ment was fulfilled and it was no longer
binding upon those to whom it was givennivenriven
thus youyou wesee that what is suitable fehratir this
month is not always for next
inorithmonth and what Is sultsuitsuitableabloabio for todayto day is
not always sulbultatietaUle tomorrowfor to morrow it
needsneed s new revelation

when theethe e missionaries assembled in
jackson county the prophet joseph be-
ing with them inquired ethl further andarld
a commandment was alvn on that occa-
sion t afore the church hadbad gathered ex
cal no small branch called the coals
viba branch and that commandment was
to be tiudiniudine upon ailali the latter day
saints who should gather upull to that land
what wis it that all the peoplepeoplesu tiono
should gather to jackson county the
land of their inheritance debould consecrate
all their property everything they hadhalt
thy were to withhold nothing their
gold and silver their bedding household
furniture their wearing apparel and every-
thing they possessed was to be consecrated
that placed the people ouuit a level
everything a people has Is consecrated
they arenrc all equally rich therethene Is not one
poor and another rich for they all possesposses
nothing I1 do not kaow but you might
call that poor but they hatehave somethingpomet hingbing in
common namely that which they have

and this brings me to an
item which I1 happened to trtrinkthinkink of justjar
about a half a chinte before I1 arose

I1 willtrill now read to you what ibok place
on this american centicontinenttient thirty fix
yearsyeara after the birth of christ jesus ap-
t cared hereonherchere on this continent and organized
hib church liehe chose twelve disciples and
columcommanded them to go and prea h uietile
gospelgosia in both thethelandland south alidand thetin land
north aridand they did soco this extract givespivus
usua a little information about the
tancelanee of the peoll

and it came to pass in the thirty and
sixth yeanyear the pooipoor ie were nilnii converted
unto the lord upon all the face of tilethe
land both and Larnaultes and
there were no contentions and
thins among them and every man did deal
justly one with another and they had all
things common among them therefore
they otrich and poor bland and free
but they were all made free endand partakerspar takers
of the heavenly gift 91

now was not that a marvel perhaps
you may askabr how it was that they were all
so easily converted that would be a very
natural question totoaarherheinin the minds ofif
many for they must have been a very dif-
ferent people from those living nowadaysnownowadaysa daysdass
we bavehaye preached y earcar after jearyear3 eancan and
haveilare only converted hermhere and there one
but all those millions inhabitln both

I1 erth and south america were converted
utu the lord vas not that a wonder-
ment if I1 explain a little what took
place it will clear up the won-
derment a libut

just before chrisi wisw ists in the
land of jerusalem the peu lu onn this land
hid become exceedingly wicked andaud it vrnirnwas6
foretold to0 o them bybi their prophets that
wllwit n jesus their savior should be cruci-
fied in the lind of their father there
should tcbet c great destruction corcotcomeno upon
those whowhosewememereere wicked in this land and
that many of their cities should be destroy-
ed they should be sunk and burned with
direriredrenneand god would visit them in great aandild
terrible judgments if they did not repent
and prepare for the coming of theirtheinr savior
for they expected him to appear after his
resurrection the wicked did not repent
and all those destructions came just as
the prophets foretold darkness covered
the face of tillsthib land for three daysnysays and
three nights whitewhile at jerusalem etwas only
three livars thithe ee daydayss and three nights
they suffered darldaridarknessness upon all the face of
thi land and very many of their cities
which were great and populous were sunk
and lakeslikes cainecattle up instead of them a
great many were burned with fire a great
uranymany were destroyed byily terrible tempests
and a great destruction came upon the
wicked portions of the people who had
stoned and put the prophets to death and
only the more righteous portion of the
people gregme spared

in the latter part of the year inlri which
jesus was put to death helie
among a certain portion of thothe people on
this continent gathered in the nortnorthernhenlheni
part of what we termlerm south america
llelic descended from heaven and stood in
their midst and ouon the next day when a
larger multitude wermwereere gathered together
hebe a second time ind there were a
great many thousands on that occasion
ilehe often appeared to them after that
period within the coursecounse of one or two
yearsjears and he chose twelve didisciples and
so great was the power made marilmariimanifestfesttest be-
fore those thousands that when they went
forth into the north and south and preach-
ed thehe word according to the command-
ments of god the more portion
af the people who midhad been rsparedparedspared and
who hadllad humbled themselveselvesclvis aandnd par-
tially repented dutbut did not understand
trfr fullisfainflin ks f 4 syy I1 easily con

and that Is the reanonreason why all the
ptpeopleopleopie in north and south america were
convertedconvened unto the lord and inlii the thirty
sixth year reckoning from the birth of
jesus they were not only all converted
upon the bacafaca of this whole land but they
were all organized upon a common
principle and there were no poor among
them and they dealt justly one with an-
other

says our they did the fame thinthing in
the land of jerusalem yes hulbul theylyley
did not kepkeep it up in the laud of palestine

they seem to have failed for we have no
account that this common stock principle
as at tirfirfirtfirstt organized continued amr n thetile
saints on tilethe atasiaticcatle continent churches
were built up in various parts of asia andarld
europe one inlii one place another in an-
other and they all decem tuto have hadllad pro-
perty of theirtheinthithe lr own and I1 believe myself
that they wereivere unprepared in thlintheir rscatscat-
tered condition to enter into this order of
things there was too much wickedness
at ephesus in galatia at corinthCorIn Lb and inill
the various places where smallsmail branches
werere 0organizeda z to centennten into this common tsstock1 piprincipleI1pl andd carry it out success-
fullyilylly butdut on tthislilill continent there was a
fine opportunity for all the people nilmilI1
lions arldarid millionsmilmii liona of them were in the
samebame falthfaith how caily then could they
be guided and ditceted and patput in thilthitheirf r
propproperlyarty aridand orloraorganizeanize it as a common
stock fuldfind and they did eaEO and were ex

and propros perca in their
epcration and I1 akwillIIIlii tell you how longiongon
it exiexlexitedexistedted ataboutout one hundred and
five years but in the yea two hundred
and one after the hirthbirth otof christ the peo-
ple began to ilebe lifted upull onoll alfs conti-
nentacent inlii pride aidaldaldaid popularitylarity and began
to withdraw funds from this common
stock andaud take chent lutointo their own baddahadda
and call them their own and they cuntincontin
uel to do this until the creatgreat majority of
the people had corrupted themselves and
withdrawn fromfrum this order then after
having broken up tillsthis co fund in a
great measure only a few individuals here
antana there hosholholdingiding on to it they

proud and idhigheilcil minded and 11liftedtedled
up inill he erts and looked down upon
those who were not soBO prosperous as them-
selves and inili this way a distinctiondistin elioncllon of
classes was again introduced and the rich
tcieganan to persecute the poor and thus
they continued to apostatize until about
three hundred and thirty four years after
christ they began to have great and terri-
ble wars amonamong themselves which jastedlasted
about fifty years ddaringu ring whichvici millions of tthem were destroyed finally they be-
came

T

so utterly wicked so fully ripened F

for destruction that one of the
nation cacabiedcabledledaed the gathered their

E

entire people around the hill cumorah in
the state of new yorkforr iuin ontario county
and the the opposite army tgathered by millions in the samemine region I1
the twotivo nations were four years in gather-
ing

t
11 their forces durindudingduring6 wwhichh ich Dno0 lighting 0

took place but at the of that titimmtimemel 2bavinghaving all their hostshost the fgfight-
ing

h- icommenced the Lamaniles condilcoming
upon the Nephites and destroying all ol010

I1
I1

them except a very few who had
tion ly deserted over to the t

before this decisive battle the NepNephihitestc
who hadbad kept records of their nation
written on gold platesplate hidbid them up inhi tilethe
billhill where they have lainiain from
that day to this mormon committed a

r

few plates to lilsills son moroniii who was a
prophet aridarld who su viredtired the matfus of
the Nephites about thirty six yearsyearb and
he kept these feirfew platesplate while all the bal-
ance of them were hid up in that hill and
thin aioniomoroniroul being commanded of god IL

hid up the few plates from which the bokdok
of Mormon was translated

I1 make mention of these circumstances
for the purpose of abshowing you that when
people have been once enlightened as the Y

ILsepNep hites were and have had all things
common and have been blessed with an
abundaabundancelicilc c of the riches of the earth work-
ing Ltotogetherellacir in harmony until riches were
poured out upon them in vast anunabundancedance
and then withdraw themselves from the florder of god they jooa bring swift des-
tructiontruc tiontiou upon their heads weve gecgee the
neph tetc after taking tills course dedc
bfccc ai 6 A r and lowermerlnmerinin
nebsnebbs eoilakoila intoinlo idolatry offering up hu-
man

ba-
man unto their idol 90rodsda and
Ccommittingom every speciespeciess of abomination

14

11

that theyhet hadbad ever known or beardheard of all I1
becabecausere they had been once enlightened
and hadbad apostatized from the truth and 6

11

withdrawn from the order of god in which 0their forefathers had had cr longiong expe-
riencericritnicesice

the lord gave a caution to the latter
day saints when he lodioaod anem in a rev-
elation tgiven lain ulluli to enter into thetho

11

same order to our possessions 4
in bicksonJickson county prior to that hebe gave
us a promise saying that if we woulwoula lelc
faithful we should become the richest of
allali people but itif we would not be faithful
in keeping his commandmentcommandments butbat should
becomeacome lifted up in the pride of ourdun lielleheartsarts
we should perhaps become illelike the nenc
philes of old beware of pride says
the lord inlir one of these revelations lest
you become like the otof old

I1 have no doubt that you latter day
saints aroare the best people on the face of
the earth god has gagatheredthred you outoui
from among the nations 53 it were the
only goolde to whom the mmessagessie of life
and salvation was sent who received the
molemoiesionslon ardesadies ol01 the mostAlost billeb when they
came to your respective natinailUils youyon notnoi
only received the gospel of re autance and
baptism hut you hearkened to mis-
sionariessionglonariesarles and the counsels of god andadd
gathered to tillsthi land hence you have
done better than all other people and youyoa
have beentoen blessed above all other deopp
but there is danger after having been made
birtapartakerspar takershersbers I1rrnt the holy ghost and havluhavichaving

r

had tiletiie gifis of the spirit made
touremure urir less according to our fifthfaithfaithieirIf weire
become lifted up in the pride of ouncun
and kak henhem tisetire wevre hsehaeba e nf airm d AIair

abundance of the wealth of s woworldid
that we aeaca c e littlenitle i- tt- tt- itit


