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miscellaneous
ANCESTRY OF HEBER C KIMBALL

the NEWS willingly gives space for
the following document not only be-
cause it relates to the ancestral history
of one of the greatest leaders ever
raised up among the latter day saints
but because of the incidental sugges-
tions that tend to show how genealogies
are traced in the united states

MAY irth 1896

elder solomon F kimball
dear brotbrotherther to you as the repre-

sentativesenta tive of the family of heber C
kimballKimballj respectfully submit the follow-
ing report otof my efforts to trace the an-
cestry of the kimball family of utah
and the results so far accomplished

I1 began researches about three years
ago in the usual way I1 had searches
made at sheldon franklin co vt
where heber C kimball was born and
at st albans the county seat but not
the faintest clue resulted I1 afterwards
wrote and sent remittances to expert
genealogists in boston who are familiar
with the records and genealogical litera-
ture of new england but still no clue
was found to the antecedents of solomon
farnham kimball the latherfather of heber
C kimball

in the course of my genealogical
work in new england during the last
eighteen years I1 have often met with
the name kimball and have long been
convinced that all bearing the name in
that region descended from two brothers
named henry and richard who were
among the early settlers of massachu-
setts but members of your fathers
family told me with much apparent con-
fidence that heber C kimballsKimbKimalPsballs grand-
father came from scotland to canada
and that the family came thence to
northern vermont where heber C was
born

this theory was in contradiction to
the deductions naturally to be drawn
from history for no tide of emigration
took such a course yet it might possibly
be true again the biography of heber
C kimball states that his grandfather
and a brotherblotner came from england in
time to assist in gaining the indepen-
dence of the colonies

notwithstanding the high esteem in
which I1 hold this work I1 have always
believed this statement to be erroneous
also and that an ancestor much more
remote than his grandfather founded in
america the line from which heber C
kimball descended but every effort
to correct or confirm either this state-
ment or the other respecting the alleged
migration from scotland to canada and
thence to vermont tailedfailed completely as
did every attempt made by me in utah
and in the east to learn even the name
of heber C kimballsKimbKimalPsballs grandfather A
member of the family in utah told me
he believed it was thomas and that the
lalattertte besides solomon F had a son
Ccharlesbarafes but this information was agoch

and as later developments
proved utterly without foundation in
fact

I1 had been pursuing my investigations
about a year when I1 learned that pro-
fessor S P sharplessharpiesShar piests of boston was com-
piling a genealogy of the kimball family
descended from richard and henry I1
corresponded with him but he could

give me no information tending to show
the line of descent of solomon F
father of heber C kimball about a
year ago when in boston I1 called on the
Poprofessorfessor and examined his manuscript
with his assistance but our combined
efforts tailedfailed to bridge the gap that in-
tervenedter in the line I1 sought to connect
with his material I1 found him an ex-
pert genealogist of extensive experience
and scrupulous conscientiousness he
like myself was confident that the utah
kimballsKimballs descended from the family he
was compiling but the trouble was to
establish the exact connection

during my travels in new england I1
made thorough searches in the libraries
of boston and among records in many
different towns in massachusetts new
hampshire rhode island and connecti-
cut but totally without success I1 did
not get a clue to the missing link I1 was
in search of I1 next went to mendon
monroe co new york where heber
C kimballsKimbKimalPsballs parents solomon F and
anna spaulding kimball died and
where their grandson homer kimball
resides the latter received me with
much kindness but was totally unable to
aid me in closing the gap in his ances-
traltrallineline my efforts at monroe like all
others I1 had made were utterly futile so
far as supplying the hiatus was con-
cerned but I1 came home from there
more convinced than ever that my theory
of the descent of heber C kimball from
one of the two brothers named above
was correct and that I1 would ultimately
verityverify it

in november last I1 again left utah lorfor
the eastern states partly on business
and partly to get genealogical records
on arriving in boston I1 again visited
professor sharplesShar pies who had since my
formercormer visit greatly augmented his
kimball collections but stid he could
give no clue to the missing link I1 spent
about a week in boston making a
thorough search of works in print likely
to contain a clue but found not the
s tightest one never before in all my
experience had I1 been so completely
N fil ed

notwithstanding that I1 had repeatedly
written to sheldon vt the birth place
of heber C kimball and to st albans
the seat of the county embracing shel-
don and hadbad been answered by the
town clerk otof the former and probate
judge of the latter town that their res

did not give the infor-
mation I1 sought I1 decided to visit
those towns and make a personal search
I1 belt Bsbaston in the forefare part of last
month and a few days later arrived in
fieldonSnSieldon having stopped to make
searches on the way the earliest
church record in sheldon dates back to
about 1835 and the earliest town records
of births marriages and deaths are
some years later these are all too
recent to contain what I1 wanted and
were mere fragments until a few years
ago the village cemetery did not con
tain a kimball grave marked as such
and several aged people life long resi-
dents olof the place on whom I1 called
could give me no aid

the land records were my only re-
sources these I1 searched thoroughly
taking full notes putting together such
facts and reasonable deductions as these
records afforded I1 constructed the


