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#lope, o0i), mica, diomoodes or lrou
where oot found o rock in plaece.

Io the course of the opinlop the com-
missloner anye: ‘‘Although, 88 & m#t-
ter of convenlence, the uepartmeni
from time to time aliowed eotries to be
made of mineral substances, such ns
‘tock, chalk, kaolio, g¥psum, petrolenm
and other similar minerale, under sec-
tion 2328, Revieed Btatutes, ap piager
clolms they wete allowed uposn a
strained constructiou of the statufes,
but whatever viewes might be eoler-
talped in Jisposing of theee lands e
placer ¢claime, whers they did not con-
flict with 1he rights of others, | kvow
of oo decicion of the department that
holds to thie gacelruction of tne statute
‘when It lmpalre cr defeats Lhe rights of
ofthers under Lthe veoeral laod laws
Pprovidieg tor the disposnl of the public
domaln.”

It this cooetruction of tbe miniog
law is to stand It mesD8 that possessory
rights to tuch lande must fall befole a
homestead eptry covering such lands,
and that sven il aiready they are cov-
ered by s miversal patent that such
paleot may be apouiled or Jveclared to
‘be of on. eflect as evidence of the
placer cialmaot?s rights to his lepd, se
the Iseusnoe of suco paleut wus wlilb.
out the jurisuiction of the jand de-
partment. But this decieion mny he
reverscd npoo sppesl, nod lhe spoma.
loup proceeding of acquiriog titie 1u
recog nized miverat s ud an ayricultural
lany m«y be avoideu, .

The ueclalon usffects vast mreas of
lapd io this Biate, wund has ocariled
coonelernation ioto the hearts of the
placer clajmante. However, mabpy
miners who are already intormed ol
this ruliog are sogaced lo preventiog
fature possible complications hy home-
steading (heir miviog olslme wuuer
the genersl land law of the United
Siates;

NEWS NOTES.

Hiram Clem. the fourteen-year-old
son of Mr. sapd Mree. H. M! Clews of
Walspovillie, Unl.,, was run over anu
loetaptly kiiled by a freigot lraip be-
tween Watsonville nod Pajaro Batur-
day morolog.

. Uleorge W, Bmliih, a plopeer of Via-
alia, Cal,, 1 il from » wagon Baturday
afterLoon while going irom Visalia o
his home three miles ourth of this
olty, and reeetved ijojuriee whigh re-
eulted o bis deatb next morniog,.

dJudge D. 'Phomas was foabd dend
Bundsy morning wshout 7 o’clock,
hangivg to a tree in bhis yard at San
Dilego, Cal. He hrd heep obn a de-
bauch npd bis wife refused to give him
aore mooey. He leaves & wile and
tour littje coildren.

AD upknowo map who was beating
thije wey over Lhe railroau by rigng oun
brukebeams was killed pesr Vioa,
Cal,, oo Baturday. He fell from b
percd under n car spd was cut lo

piecer, Thete was nDothipng fouou ob
the uopforiuoste mao lo iodicate who
he wap,

A siracge fluh wos recently captured
in the south hend of the Columbls,
Orevon, Itappearsto he n species ot
catfish, but ite bhead 18 so constructed
‘thal its mouth opens direclly upwara.
I6-hbee not ecaiee, but is a hright silver
ocolor, excepl on-the back where it is a
dirty gray. .

The lMle saviog patrol found oo tbe
ocean beach Buoday morulng the
boities of three victime of the wreck of
the eteamablp Arago. They were
hrought to Empire Qity, Oregon, and
ap inquest held. = Tue pusmes of the
ubpfoftunates ate Patlence and 8peck,
steerage pRepengers, and Baonders, s
Aea mMAD,

Phil Waite, aged 13, ondertook o
elimb heltween a coaltralu at Puyal-
lup, Wash,, when the tralo siarted,
throwlug bhim wuoder Lthe oars inside
the ralls, woere he lay fial on his face
trying lo keep the hrake heanis from
striging bim. Tois presence of miou
anved his iife. His head and back were
bruised quite peverely,

Prosper Kelsel, n painter, was found
desd ip ble sbsop ut 408 Gough sireel,
Ban Fraooieco, Cal,, with his neck
hrokeb, Baturday mntoioe, ‘The hody
lay at tue foot of w flight of &taita in
such a position to show cleariy that the
Jeceaseyd had acpoidentally fallen down
stairs. Keisel wus s pative ol Germany,
654 years old aod married.

Oneids, Idabo, Herald: A ead nc-
ocident uccurred ut Fairview Baturday,
Oot 24, 1o whicb Lhe twelve-year-olu
von of Edward Bodily loat bis Jfe, He
was driviog a roller, leveliug uewly
plowed ground, apd just bow he hap-
peued (o get uuder the roller we ul:
not learm, but be was fuuod lhere,
with the borees piandiug quiet, apy uis
li.e ¢Xlloot.

Healdsburg, Cal., grape giowers
have had diflicully 1D eecuring labor.
About itie Birst of Qotober tbere wae
such & rush inibe vineyards io gather
the grapes thal Lhreatvued to rof, that
eDough laboring people couid vot he
found lo eupply the demaond, Bome
growers even oflered twice wnat Lbey
origionlly puid, and yet thes could
sonlcely Inoresse their forces.

John Lamarton, 8 swamper ot Carl
Beomiut’s sawmitl, teu miles ahove
Nevadu Cliy, Cal., fail iu froot «f the
wheel of u fonued ttuok latle Baturday
a lefouon aha wus pusbed slong Lhe
ground Bfteen or twenty feet. Hie
thigh sod groin were bauiy eruehed,
apJ the ualertupste mao died of ole
injuries about up bour later, Deceateo
wue & pative of Dutoo Flat, sged 35
yoars 40dJd uomarrjed.

Among Lthe psssengers on the
steamer Coptie, which arriveu at Bap
Fin) cisco Hunuey, was J. A. I,
l'sghudnowsky, s Ruseian phyeician,
wbDo has bheeu In the employ for some
years pagt of tbe Duten government
in Java apu Bumatrs, He 8 oo his
way buck to Rueesia on u pleasure trip
80y expeois Lo spend 8 year ond & hail
lu this covntry aud Hur.pe hefore re-
turoing to the Orient,

Oo Tuesday Leouis Wurl, a ranch.
mau Hviog sear Tle Bidlog, Wyomioyg,
relurosd home from a vieit to Lara-
mie cily, aou fouud tuat nis houss had
pesD robDoed apd hje wite murdered,
Mre. Wutl’s bouy 'was tound la the
butp, wiid ber liesd crushed suvd her
thrvnt cut. The BEpnlle waun lelt siickiug
tn her neck, Bhe was alooe at lhe
tsbch, apd it }s believed trampe com-
mitted toe awlnl crime,

The remains of an vwbkoown tromp
werle found haogiog by the peck 10 a
rafter of the old fishery huliving oear
Glen Ellen, Csl,, Bunday, by s« man
who weat there o obtalpn sbeller for

the night. It ls not koowno whether
the man commitied sujoide or waa
killed duriog a quarrel sapd his body
hubng to a rafter for the purpoee of de-
ception. The fishery buildiog has for
some time been the trysting pluce of
tramps and of late frequent qusriels
have been golog ob amoog the nen.

While the family ot J, F. Liodeay,
a promipent farmer of New Whaloom,
Wash,, was driviog bhome Bainrday
iroma & fishiog excursion the horses
hecameé uumanegeabdle apd the fve
vccupants were thrown ont of the
wauon, Edward Liodeay, a youbDg
man of 20 yesrr, hag his skull cruphed
angd died almost lostautly. A pother
son suslaipet a fracture of the epiDe
aud paupnot recover. ‘Fhe farmer bas
been ubeonecious sioce ap § there is No
hope of his recovery, Two other
children were perionsly lojured.

A yunniog acoident thut cost Frank
Trujoer, & 18.year-old huy, his lefs arm
occurred near Bapo Juee, Onl., Buud»y
nfleroocn. He was huutivg nesr
Alviso aod had jumpey over a feoue.
I'he boy was in the act of pulliug bis
left hand at the end o! tne barrel
through the fence, when the Lrigusel
struck & beard and the gun wee die-
chnrged. A heavy losd of hucksbot
enlered lbe srm, sba'tering [be LOnes
and manygling the fleed in a jeartui
masupnet. II was Decessary to wmpu-
{alo the arm just betow the eibow,

Edward Dwyer, vhe filteen-year-old
stepron o¢ Wilhem Higgiue of Lorio,
Cul., had his aDkie budly orushed
oy a treight truip Bataraay w«ilerooon.
The trajlu wses hauwllo.: rock lor street
gtading, and Dwyer,with a number of
com paniong, had heen jumplog oo aod
uvff thecars duripg toe atternoon, A8
the Berkeley cawnon ball with the
tock, cars came up st 8:30 c’clock,
Dwyer jumped off, and sfter going
about Afty feet Lhe tralo stopped sud-
denly. He wan riuiog between two of
tize vare, acd bie nukle wes caught be-
t #eel the couplinges and spatiered.

A tramp named McCoy was thrown
from a freight traio st Vion, Cal,
Bulurday moroing, receiving lojuries
from which he wili die. He bsd been
put off the traio twice as iL was pulllog
itom the station hy toe brakem so, hat
it 18 presumed that oe walled for the
rear end of the traip apd o tryiog to
board it sllpped apnd struck bis head
againet the car. The trainmen did
not epe the accldent and he was founnd
some time after the train had gone hy
the stalion sgenl, who telegraphed
here. His akui)l j» ocrusbed uapd the
doolors 8=y that De cannot recuvel,

Iesadore H. Btejubelm sented himsell
io trout of & mirror Salurday pigibe io
bie hedroom, at Lios A ogeles, Cal., and
ehot himeel! in the head. He died
ipstantly. Bteiobeim left nls wile 1o
Ban Diego eeveral moullis ago, and
pad been spenuing all his mevey. Bhe
fuliowed bim to Los Aogeles slx
weeks ngo, but he desertea ote lodging
vlace and wuuld not pes her unll Sai-
urusy, wuen ke choked sod beat ner
bechus® Bhe woulu Dot give blm
mouuey. YWheo toreateoed with arrest
he hurrled away and kitied bimeself.
He had attempted his lifo aeveral times
bhefore.

QCaptsin Geurge A, Johusoo, ap old-
time resident of Ban Diego, Cal,, pre-
ulote ap early aond wet winter, He
saye; DMy observations oo this coast



