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remaining, nud I this day have been
called to this responsibjlity in the
midst of my brethren—a responsi-
bility that no man can fill unless he
Is inspired o God.

But I will say thisto my brethren
and sisters, In the name of Isrnel’s
God: The Almighty will never per-
mit me, nor any other President
who holis the keys of the Kingdom
of God, to lend youastray. T 1 do
not walk in the paths of righteous-
ness and do what is right in the
position thut I occupy, He will re-
move me out of my place, or any
other man who attempts to lead the
people astray. The position which
I oceupy, nnd that occupled by my
brethren the Apostles, should not
have a tendency, if we have the
Bpirit of God, to make us lifted up
or exalted in our spirits before the
T.ord. I know, as the God of Israel
lives, that I have no power, nor
have I had, in this Chureh, to
perform any work pertaining to this
Kingdom until it has been given
unto me by the God of heaven. I
koow Joseph Smith had not, nor
Brigham Young, nor John Taylor,
nor any Apostle or Elder in this
Church and Kingdom. And the mo-
ment that I attemmpt to become lifted
up in the pride of my heart,because
of any position that I hold, that
moment 1 become a very unwise
man. Bo” with anyone else. The
higher our position the more our re-
sponsibility, During the little time
I may spend here in the flesh, [
stand in need of the prayers of the
Latter-day Saints, of those who
have foith In God. 8o do my
brethren that surround me,  Bo do
all the authoritivs of the Church.
We all stand in need of the Holy
Ghoat and the power of God. With-
out this we are not qualified to
fill the positions which we are enlled
to occupy.

I know that this is the work of
God. Bo do all you who have ever
had the testimony of the Holy
Ghost with you. The God of heaven
has sct His hand to establish His
Kingdom, in fulfilment of the
revelntions of heaven which He
has inspired men to deciare and put
on record from generution to gener-
ation. His hand has been mnanifest
from the begloning of the work
until the present day. It will be
until this scene 18 wound up. I
have a great desire that, as a peo-
ple, we may be united in heart; that
we may have faith in the revela-
tions of God, and look to those
things which have been promised
unto us. We should be hum-
ble before the Lord. Trnce the

history of Jesus Christ, the Bavior of
the world, from the manger to the
cross, onward through sufferings,
mingled with bleood, to the throné
of grace, nnd there is an ensample
for the Elders of Israel, an ensample
for all those who follow the Lord
Jesus Christ. In meekness and low-
liness of heart He labored faithfully
while He dwelt in the flesh to carry
out the will of His Father. God has
laid upon our shoulders and has
sealed upon our heads the holy aud
cternal Priesthood, which is from
eternity unto eternity. Without
that_Priesthood we bhave no power
to ndminister in the ordinancesof
the Goapel of Christ, either for the
living or the dead. But with that
Priesthood we have power to per-
form the work that {s assigned unto
us. By that Priesthood we have
preached the Gospel, we lhave ad-
ministered in the ordinances of the
House of the Lord, and we have
gathered together the sons and
duughters of Zion into these valleys
of the mountains.

I feel as though I want to bear my
testimony to the truth of this yrood
old book, the Bible, for a few min-
utes—the beok that all the Chris-
tiam world prafess to believe in.
There is an eflort made todny by the
infidel and unbeleving world to
ridicule the Bible, as not l:eing the
word of the Lord. I will refer te n
few things that have been manifes-
ted in fultilment of the record. To
commence with, I will touech upon
the flrst dealings of God with man.
The first son that was begotten by
Father Adam, whose name was
Cain, proved to be a murderer. He
slew his brother Abel, who held the
I'ricsthood, and the Lord pro-
nounced a curse upon him. He
showed Cain the position he was in,
and told him what the result of his
erime would be; and Cnin said unto
the Lord:

“My punishment is grenter than

I can hear.
¢Bepold, Thou has driven me out

this day from the face of the earth;

and from thy face shinll 1 be hid,
and I shall be a fugitive and a vag-
abond in the earth; and it shall
come to pass, that every one that
findeth meshall slny me.>?

But the Lord said unto him:

“Therefore, whosoever slayeth
{nin, vengeance shall be taken on
him seven told. Andthe Lord set o
mark upon Cain, lest any finding
him should kill him_’?

What was that mark? It wasa
mark of blackness, That mark
rested upon Cain and descemdeld
upon his posterity from that time
until the present. Today there are
millions of the descendants of Cain,

' Thus the words of the prophets
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through the linenge of Ham, in the
world, and that mark of darknesd
still rests upon them. Though
pearly six thousani yvars have
passed and gone, this mark 18 visi-
ble to the whole human family-
Yet the fool and the intidel s8Y
there is no God, and they ridicule
the Bible.

The Lamanites, on this continent,
suffercd o similar experience. They
went to war agninst the Nephites;
they thirsted for blood, and they
painted themselves red; and the
Lord put o curse of redness upon
them. Hundreds of years have
passed sinee then, but wherevel
you meet the Lamanites todny, you
pee that mark upon them.

Read the history of ancient n&-
tions and the deallngs of God with
them, as coutained In the Bible and
other historical works. When thosé
angient kingdoms and peoples be-
came wicked and corrupt, whell
they turned awny from all that wa2
virtuous and holy, the Lord raised
up prophets to warn them; and these
prophets, though purhapa uppoph”
lur in the eyes of those with whom

'they dwelt, warned these natlons
‘and cities of the judgments that

would overtnke them. What fol-
lowed the warnings of these proph-
ots? Rend of the fall of the mighty
cities of Thebes, Nineveh, Memphis,
Tyre and Sidon, Babylon the Great,
and Jerusalem itself. All these
great and mighty eitivs and nationsé
were warned by the servanis of
God of the julgments that would
overtake them. Did the inhabitants
of those cities belfeve the words of
the prophets? They did not Buf
did those words come to pass? The¥
did; and those citivs were lald waslo

and their inhabitants destroyed
and
inspired men wore fulfilled to the
very lotter, not one jot or tittle B
ing unfuifilied. And yet theinfid
says there i3 no God. These same
prophets and patriarchs also 8aW> it
vigion aud revelation, our day; they
pointed out the generation in whicit
we live, and they all declarcd that,
in the Intter days,the God of heﬂva'{
weuld set His hund to gttillﬁ: L
ether His people nnd esta/

ﬁiugdom. The Rovelator St JoB"
also declared what should 00111'-"4th
pass in the latter days. In thel
chapter of Revelation he say#:

¢#“And I looked, and lo, & Lmilzh
stood on the mount Zion, nﬂdd ‘Ful”'
Him an hunpdred forty 8l

Father’®
thousand, having Higehcn-dﬂ-"

name written iu thelr for ]
Thess one hundred and fo;-t{]-f‘t)]‘]‘a
thousand were scaled out of 8



